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S<ip^rfimiil  nlw»ni.tion  of  milpbidi'  onvi.  A,  .^iM^nirion  of  ^lena  u>  anjr)cflit4..  wrusRiTe, 
find  miuwicoi  ('( \.  Zolnora  mini-:  J9,>^ilphidr  onnrhmont.  rbHlropynte  and  totrahe- 
driw*  mi  p^'piW'  ^rvfttats.  Kompron  nnn<':  T.  Siilphidi-  enriohmont.  chalrocitf  and 
fenoriw*.  with  poW  irnd  wJvpr  f^llundes  : '( \,  mpkirmfr  Iran  rupriforouf  pynti'..  uppnr 
fimn<«l.  Oominornal  mim*    22f> 
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geology  of  the  region  by  S.  F.  Emmons,  a  chapter  on  the  areal  and  structural 
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INTRODUCTION.— GENERAL  GEOLOGY. 


By  S.  F.  Emmons. 


FIEL.D  WORK. 

The  field  work  of  which  this  report  represents  the  final  results  was  first  under- 
taken in  the  summer  of  the  year  1900.  This  district  had  long  been  selected  by 
the  writer  as  worthy  of  special  economic  investigation,  as  well  on  account  of  the 
importance  of  its  products  as  because  of  its  geological  structure  and  the  peculiar 
relations  of  its  ore  deposits.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  summer  mentioned 
above  that  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Survey,  both  pecuniary  and  scientific, 
justified  its  undertaking. 

As  originally  planned,  the  areal  or  surface  geology  was  to  have  been  w^orked 
out  by  Mr.  Keith,  who  had  already  spent  many  years  in  unraveling  the  compli- 
cated geological  structure  of  the  Appalachian  province,  while  Mr.  Boutwell,  who 
had  more  recently  become  attached  to  the  Survey,  was  to  have  charge  of  the  under- 
ground geology,  or  a  study  of  the  ore  deposits,  under  the  immediate  supervision 
of  the  writer. 

When  the  time  came  for  actually  taking  the  field,  it  was  found  that  the  pres- 
sure of  other  work  would  not  permit  Mr.  Keith  to  carry  out  fully  the  part  allotted 
to  him,  and  in  consequence  a  part  of  his  field  work  has  fallen  to  Mr.  Boutwell. 

Field  work  was  commenced  by  the  writer  and  Mr.  Boutwell  early  in  July, 

1900.     Mr.  Keith  joined  the  party  on  August  10,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  for  other 

duties  early  in  September.     Mr.  Boutwell  carried  on  his  field  work  continuously 

from  July  until  December,  taking  up  underground  work  after  the  snowfall  had 

rendered  work  on  the  surface  geology  impracticable.     The  geological  structure 

had  proved  to  be  unexpectedly  intricate  and  complicated,  so  that,  on  the  opening 

of  the  field  season  of  1901,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  further  study  in  the 
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The  sedimentary  rocks  involved  in  this  fold  are  of  Paleozoic  age  and  belong 
mainly  to  the  Carboniferous  series,  although  by  faulting  and  canyon  cutting  some 
Cambrian  beds  ar^  brought  to  the  surface  in  Ophir  Canyon,  on  the  western  slope. 
Devonian  and  Silurian  beds  have  not  yet  been  identified.  In  the  Mercur  mining 
district,  at  the  southwestern  extremity  of  the  range,  Mr.  Spurr's  detailed  studies 
have  proved  the  existence  of  about  5,000  feet  of  lower  Carboniferous  (Mississippian) 
limestones,  overlain  by  exceedingly  regular  alternations  of  quartzites  and  lime- 
stones, in  beds  averaging  not  over  100  feet  in  thickness,  called  the  Intercalated 
series,  which  carry  an  upper  Carboniferous  (Pennsylvanian)  fauna.  A  thickness 
of  6,000  feet  of  these  beds  was  actually  measured  and  an  estimated  thickness  of 
at  least  4,000  feet  more  is  exposed  on  the  upper  slopes  of  Lewiston  Peak,  whose 
summit  Ues  about  in  the  axis  of  the  included  syncline;  hence,  this  should  represent 
the  highest  horizon  exposed  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  range. 

Between  Mercur  and  Bingham,  which  lies  nearly  20  miles  to  the  north,' extends 
the  principal  anticlinal  fold  of  the  range,  which  has  been  carved  into  a  complicated 
series  of  high  peaks  and  deeply  dissected  ravines.  The  rocks  of  the  Bingham 
district,  which  lie  a  considerable  distance  northeast  of  the  axis  of  this  fold,  con- 
sist of  a  greater  continuous  thickness  of  siliceous  beds  than  was  found  at  any 
part  of  the  range.  In  the  reconnaissance  examination  made  by  the  Survey  of 
the  Fortieth  Parallel  these  rocks  were  regarded  as  the  equivalents  of  the  Weber 
quartzite  of  the  Wasatch  Paleozoic  section. 

A  plan  to  make  a  survey  of  the  entire  range  in  connection  with  the  special 
study  of  the  Bingham  district  was  outlined  by  the  writer,  and  had  this  plan  proved 
practicable  it  would  have  been  possible  to  determine  the  exact  relations  that 
its  sedimentary  rocks  bear  to  those  which  make  up  the  rest  of  the  range.  As  it 
is,  in  the  absence  of  any  detailed  studies  outside  of  that  area,  only  a  few  surmises, 
based  on  short  excursions  to  isolated  points,  can  be  made  as  to  the  structure  of 
the  northern  half  of  the  range. 

STRATIGRAPHY. 

The  special  studies  of  the  Bingham  area  set  forth  in  the  following  pages  con- 
firm, in  a  general  way,  the  determination  of  the  Fortieth  Parallel  Survey  that  its 
quartzites  belong  to  the  Weber  quartzite  horizon,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  lower 
portion  of  this  section,  which  includes  alternations  of  limestone  beds  200  to  300 
feet  thick,  may  represent  the  upper  portion  of  the  Intercalated  series,  which  in  the 
Wasatch  section  intervenes  in  variable  thickness  between  the  limestone  of  the  lower 
Carboniferous  and  the  Weber  quartzite. 

In  these  Umestones  in  the  Binglmm  area  Mr.  Girty  found  only  upper  Car- 
boniferous fossils,  except  in  the  lowest  member,  the  Butterfield  Umestone,  so 
called  from  its  outcropping  in  Butterfield  Canyon.     In  this  member  he  foimd  forms 


which  at  first  seenhecl  co  iruiicate  a  lower  Carfatxiiferoas  a^ee.  EL«eeiLt  p^Iconto- 
logical  investigacion  h^^  cooz^derably  wideaed  che  nui^  <x-i!ixpieti  by  these  fonxb».  ^o 
that  at  present  the  general  a$pe«.*c  of  the  faimA  indkaces  an  apper  Carb«>ciiferoas 
age  for  this  limestone,  chus  cooiirmin^  che  eTideni:e  fnmiikied  bj  ^traciipraphj. 

The  general  structure  of  the  Buijffa&ai  beds  i:»  cHac  of  a  $hAlli>w  ^ynclixie  who^e 
axis  pitches  to  the  northwest.  The  limescooes  «>f  the  l«)wer  pi^rtion  of  the  series  are 
seen  to  Itend  in  strike  from  east  through  northeast  to  north  in  the  upcum  of  the 
ridge  that  st^parates  Bingham  Canyon  from  Jordan  Vallev.  while  westward  they 
liave  been  traced  down  Tooele  Canyon  to  where  they  wrap  aro<ind  the  northern 
end  of  the  great  anticline  s^uith  of  the  mouth  of  that  canyon.  Thus,  in  a  h^md  way 
they  partake  of  the  general  folded  structure  of  the  southern  part  of  the  range. 
I)ut  fracturing  and  faulting  have  played  a  more  Important  part  in  producing  the 
present  eondit ions,  and  a  still  greater  intluence  has  been  exercised  by  the  intrusion 
of  iiuniefiius  biulies  of  igneiuis  r^H^k  in  the  form  of  sttvks  or  laccoliths,  dikes,  and  sills. 

luunediatelv  south  of  Buttertield  Canvon.  which  forms  the  s«.>uthem  limit  of 
the  Bingliani  tlisiriet .  there  is  evidence  of  |x>werful  dynamic  disturbance  and  pD:»bable 
fiiiilling  altuig  an  east-west  zone  in  which,  as  it  stretches  eastward  toward  the  Traverse 
Mituatains.  appear  hicreasing  amounts  of  igiunnis  rwks.  The  movement  in  this 
zime  Im  shown  by  vertical  dips.  sluHMing.  brtvciation,  and  silicitication  of  the  sedi- 
meulary  nuks.  On  tl»e  western  slope  a  uiarktHl  vertical  sheeting  and  silicitication 
in  the  h»wer  part  of  the  riilge  stint h  of  Tot H*le  Canyon  suggests  the  {Hioi^ible  extensiv>n 
of  the  zone  of  nu^venieul  in  that  diitvtion,  Inil  no  dirtvt  evidence  of  prv>found  dis- 
placement ahuig  the  z*me  has  yet  been  rtvognizinl. 

In  the  area  lying  nt»rlh  of  the  Bingham  district  the  northwestward-dipping 
ipiarlziies  extend  north>>anl  tor  several  miles  and  are  then  abruptly  cut  off  along 
an  east -west  zone  of  displaeenient,  which  is  iwealed  on  the  crest  of  the  range  by 
veriual  v^heeiing.  silicitication.  brtvciatiim,  and  striation  of  the  nn^ks.  This  zone 
ttl  iliNjilareuicni  apparently  follows  eastwartl  the  general  line  of  Orj'  Fork,  {Classing 
iKil  iuh)  the  \all(\v  somewhat  Uitrth  of  the  mouth  of  Bingham  Canyon.  Immedi- 
iili'l\  uorih  of  ihis  ztuie  the  <puirtzites  aiv  n^plactnl  byaltertHl  liinesiiUies, and  on  the 
uuihriii  fare  tif  C*innor  Peak,  the  highest  point  of  this  part  of  the  rangt\  are  expos- 
(iu  uf  u  |L;ieai  ihiekneN?^of  uorthwanl-dipping  massive  limestones.  Nosuchthick- 
III  >.  Ill  lliue^tour  i.^  known  in  (he  geoKigieal  column  of  this  region  above  the  lower 
1  .iiliMmUiuii,.  heure,  though  as  \e(  unsupporttnl  by  diriH't  paleontological  evidence. 
ill'  ii  ..iiiiipunu  1.^  nuule.  with  eonsiilerable  contidenee,  that  these  beds  must  l>elong 
I  .  ili.ii  licii/.ou.  uuil  heui-t*  he  many  thousantl  feet  below  the  quart zites  of  the  Bing- 
i.iii   K.u    wiih  icsprrt  to  which  they  now  stand  at  a  considerably  higher  absolute 

'«   \  .1  i  i«  III 

ill  I  III    hMiilurii  third  of  the  range,  between  Connor  Peak  and  Salt  Lake,  as 
..  i.>  [.I  Willi  till'  •.uuthern  half,  east^west  to  north  trends  characterize  the  master 
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structure  lines,  and  faulting  is  more  prominent  than  folding.  Evidence  of  this  is 
seen  on  the  steep  northern  face  of  the  range  that  fronts  toward  Salt  Lake,  which 
apparently  represents  a  fault  scarp  w4th  a  trend  a  Httle  north  of  east.  The  sedi- 
mentary beds  on  this  face,  largely  limestones,  dip  from  60°  N.  to  vertical,  while 
small  outUers  in  the  lake  beyond — Sheep  and  Black  rocks — have  southerly  dips. 

In  summing  up  the  evidence,  therefore,  it  appears  that  the  sedimentary  rocks 
of  the  Bingham  area  at  present  occupy  an  abnormally  depressed  position  relative  to 
the  portions  of  the  range  lying  to  the  north  and  to  the  south  of  it,  and  that  with 
respect  to  the  northern  portion,  at  least,  this  relation  has  evidently  been  brought 
about  by  faulting. 

It  should  be  said  further  that  the  thickness  of  the  beds  exposed  here,  which 
have  been  provisionally  included  in  one  formation,  designated  the  Bingham  quartz- 
ite  and  correlated  with  the  Weber  quartzite  of  the  Wasatch  section,  is  probably 
as  much  as  10,000  to  12,000  feet.  This  is  more  than  double  the  maximum  thickness 
of  the  Weber  quartzite  thus  far  observed — namely,  in  the  Weber  Canyon  section  of 
the  Wasatch  Range.  Indeed,  previous  reconnaissance  work  in  that  range  indicates 
that  southward  from  that  point  the  purely  siliceous  beds  decrease  in  thickness  and 
are  replaced  by  alternations  of  limestone  and  quartzite  typically  shown  in  Timpanogos 
Peak  in  the  W^asatch  Range  and  Lewiston  Peak  in  the  Oquirrh  Range.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  no  close  correlation  can  be  made  on  mere  lithological  distinctions 
until  the  whole  Carboniferous  section  in  this  general  region  shall  have  been  worked 
out  in  detail. 

Inasmuch  as  under  existing  conditions  it  has  been  impossible  to  determine 
any  upper  limit  to  this  quartzite  series,  it  has  been  judged  wiser  not  to  attempt  any 
more  exact  correlation  of  the  beds  here  included  in  the  Bingham  formation  than  that 
already  suggested — namely,  that  it  includes  the  Weber  quartzite  and  probably  a  por- 
tion also  of  the  underlying  beds  elsewhere  called  the  Intercalated  series. 

A  striking  feature  in  the  hthological  constitution  of  the  beds  of  the  Bingham 
formation  is  the  nonpersistence  of  the  limestones.  Not  only  do  they  vary  rapidly 
in  thickness  from  point  to  point  along  the  strike,  but  they  often  entirely  disappear. 
Thus  followed  along  the  strike,  some  of  the  limestones  of  the  upper  series  are  seen  to 
pass  from  limestone  or  marble  through  calcareous  sandstone  to  almost  pure  quartzite. 
This  character,  which  is  probably  due  to  rapid  changes  of  sedimentation  in  a  com- 
paratively shallow  ocean,  is  observed,  to  be  rather  common  at  this  horizon  throughout 
the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  It  has  been  studied  in  detail  at  the  Tenmile  district 
in  Summit  County,  Colo.,"  where,  as  in  Bingham,  it  was  of  special  importance  to 
trace  correctly  the  limestone  beds,  because  of  their  ore-bearing  quality.  There,  as 
in  Bingham,  certain  limestone  beds  are  found  to  be  much  more  persistent  than  others. 
In  Bingham,  however,  the  intrusives  are  so  irregular  in  form,  so  unevenly  distributed, 

a  Emmons,  S.  F.,  Tenmile  district:  Geologic  Atlas  U.  S.,  folio  48,  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey,  1898. 
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and  have  been  so  much  disturbed  by  faulting  subsequent  to  their  intrusion,  that  it 
has  been  difficult,  sometimes  impracticable,  to  trace  with  certainty  even  the  most 
persistent  beds  throughout  their  entire  course.  Thus  the  nearly  adjoining  Ume- 
stones,  locally  designated  the  ' '  Commercial ' '  and  '  'Jordan ' '  members,  which  are 
the  most  important  ore  carriers  of  the  district,  have  been  traced  in  practical  con- 
tinuity from  near  the  mouth  of  Bingham  Canyon  southward  and  westward  to  the 
Commercial  and  Jordan  mines,  and  again  along  the  southern  and  western  slopes  of 
West  Mountain  beyond  the  limits  of  the  map,  and  down  Tooele  Canyon.  For  a  short 
distance  in  the  upper  part  of  Bingham  Canyon,  liowever,  the  continuity  of  this  out- 
crop is  broken  by  the  interposition  of  the  Last  Chance  intrusive  body,  which  cuts 
across  both.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  this  is  the  Highland  Boy  limestone, 
which  also  carries  one  of  the  most  important  ore  bodies  of  the  district.  It  has  been 
thought  that  this  limestone  and  the  Yampa  limestone  above  it — neither  of  which 
can  be  traced  for  any  considerable  distance  along  the  strike  in  either  direction — are 
portions  of  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones  which  were  lifted  out  of  their 
normal  positions  by  the  intrusion  of  the  La^t  Chance  monzonite  body  or  by  faulting. 
While  there  are  some  facts  that  support  this  view,  a  most  careful  study  in  the  field  has 
shown  that  it  is  untenable,  and  that  these  limestones  are  more  probably  nonpersist- 
ent  members  of  a  formation  belonging  to  a  considerably  liigher  horizon  in  the  series. 

IGXEOUS  ROCKS. 

Area  and  a^ge  of  the  intruswes. — The  Bingham  area  is  distinguished  from  other 
portions  of  the  Oquirrh  Range,  not  only  by  the  higher  position  in  the  geological  column 
of  its  sedimentary  rocks,  but  still  more  by  its  vast  development  of  igneous  intrusives. 
While  elsewhere  these  rocks  are  found  only  in  sparsely  scattered  dikes  and  sills  of 
inconsiderable  thickness,  in  Bingham,  as  the  geological  map  shows,  their  outcrops 
cover  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  mineral-bearing  portion  of  the  area,  and  there 
is  reason  to  assume  that  in  depth  these  stocks  or  laccolithic  bodies  have  often  greater 
dimensions  than  would  be  indicated  by  their  surface  exposures.  The  larger  bodies 
are  in  general  of  a  holocrystalline  or  granitic  structure,  and  the  smaller  dikes  and 
sills  are  porphyritic. 

While  it  has  not  been  possible  to  determine  the  exact  age  of  these  igneous  rocks, 
it  is  obvious  that  there  have  be^n  tw^o  series  of  eruptions — an  earlier,  which  pro- 
duced the  intrusive  bodies  that  are  closely  related  to  the  ore  deposits,  and  a  later 
series  of  effusive  rocks  or  surface  flows,  consisting  of  andesitic  lavas  and  breccias, 
which  cover  the  lower  flanks  of  the  range  toward  the  Jordan  Valley.  These  later 
rocks  were  evidently  poured  out  after  the  range  had  been  carved  into  approximately 
its. present  form.  While  no  direct  evidence  has  been  found  as  to  the  age  of  these 
rock  flows,  their  analogy  with  similar  flows  following  intrusions  of  granitic  and 
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porphyritic  rocks  in  the  Wasatch  region'*  suggests  that,  like  these,  they  occurred  in 
the  middle  Tertiary.  Their  probable  connection  with  the  eruptives  which  built 
up  the  Traverse  Mountains  was  also  suggested  by  the  geologists  of  the  Fortieth 
Parallel  Survey. 

Connection  oj  the  igneous  rocJcs  with  ore  depos'its. — Mr.  Boutwell's  investigations 
of  the  ore  deposits,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  following  pages,  have  demonstrated  a 
close  connection  between  ore  deposition  and  the  igneous  intrusions.  He  has  shown 
the  probability  that  a  part  of  this  deposition  was  the  immediate  result  of  the  intru- 
sions— that  is,  that  a  part  of  the  ore  w  as  formed  by  contact  metamorphism.  Another 
and  possibly  the  larger  part,  however,  was  the  result  of  concentration  in  aqueous 
solutions  that  circulated  through  channels  formed  by  dynamic  action  after  the 
intrusion  and  consolidation  of  the  igneous  bodies.  In  this  respect,  also,  there  is  to 
be  observed  an  analogy  with  the  ore  deposits  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  granite 
bodies  at  the  head  of  the  Cottonwood  canyons  in  the  Wasatch  Range.  There  the 
evidence  of  contact  metamorphism  is  far  more  apparent  than  at  Bingham,  where, 
previous  to  the  microscopical  investigations  made  by  Mr.  Boutwell,  it  had  not  been 
detected.  In  the  Wasatch,  however,  the  ore  bodies  found  at  the  points  of  actual 
contact  of  country  rock  with  eruptive  masses  have  not  proved  to  be  so  important 
economically  as  those  which  lie  at  some  distance  fiom  the  contact  zones  and  which 
have  no  evident  and  direct  connection  with  them. 

The  fact  that  there  were  probably  two  periods  of  original  ore  deposition  at 
Bingham  constitutes  an  analogy  w  ith  the  conditions  in  the  Mercur  district.  In  the 
latter,  how^ever,  it  was  the  silver-bearing  ores  that  were  first  deposited,  while  gold- 
bearing  ores  were  of  later  date;  whereas  in  Bingh.am  the  silver-lead  ores  appear 
to  have  been  formed  later  than  the  first  deposits  of  copper  ore.  Copper  ores  in 
general  seem  to  be  more  frequently  associated  with  contact  metamorphism  than 
silver-lead  ores,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  it  is  through  the  subsequent  concen- 
tration by  percolating  ground  waters,  generally  supplemented  later  by  further  down- 
ward leachings  through  surface  waters,  that  most  workable  bodies  of  copper  ore  have 
been  brought  into  the  condition  in  which  they  are  now  found,  and  this  appears  to 
have  been  the  general  sequence  of  events  at  Bingham. 

o  Er  mons,  S.  F  ,  The  Little  Cottonwood  gra  ite  of  the  Wasatch  Moi  ntains:  Am.  Jour.  Sci.,  4th  ser.,  vol.  16,  August, 
1903,  p.  145. 
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PART  I.— AREAL  GEOLOGY. 


By  Artuur  Keith. 


GEOGUAPIIY. 

The  Bingham  mining  district  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Oquirrh  Moun- 
tains, in  Utah,  about  equidistant  from  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  range.  The 
Oquirrh  Mountains  form  one  of  a  large  number  of  ranges  which  rise  from  the  floor 
of  the  deserts  and  run  in  approximately  north-south  courses.  The  lengths  of  these 
ranges  are  from  10  to  100  miles,  the  Oquinh  Mountains  being  about  30  miles  long. 
The  north  end  of  the  range  is  washed  by  the  south  end  of  Great  Salt  Lake;  its  south 
end  dwindles  into  low  rolling  country  which  stands  but  little  above  the  desert.  The 
desejt  valleys  intervening  between  the  mountain  ranges  are  from  10  to  20  miles  wide 
in  this  part  of  the  State.  Tooele  Valley  lies  west  of  the  Oquirrh  Mountains,  and 
Jordan  Valley,  Utah  Lake,  and  Great  Salt  Lake  border  them  on  the  east.  On  the 
east  side  of  these  valleys  lie  the  Wasatch  Mountains,  the  western  front  of  the  Rockv 
Mountains.  These  general  relations  are  shown  in  PL  I.  The  vallej^s  of  Utah  Lake 
and  Great  Salt  Lake  are  separated  by  an  east-west  range  that  rises  above  the  valleys 
1,000  feet  or  more  and  almost  connects  the  Wasatch  and  Oquirrh  mountains. 

The  desert  ranges  are  from  1,000  to  2,000  feet  lower  than  the  peaks  of  the 
Wasatch  Mountains,  their  summits  being  9,000  to  10,000  feet  above  sea,  while  those 
of  the  W^asatch  are  10,000  to  12,000  feet.  The  surface  of  the  desert  valleys  lies  from 
4,200  to  5,500  feet  above  sea.  The  elevation  of  the  lakes  included  in  the  desert  valleys 
is  but  a  few  feet  less  than  that  of  the  surrounding  land  and  varies  somewhat  accord- 
ing to  the  dryness  of  the  season.  Great  stretches  of  shallow  water  extend  along 
•the  shores,  so  that  the  areas  of  the  lakes  vary  widely  with  their  rise  and  fall.  At 
the  south  end  of  Great  Salt  Lake  rise  several  mountainous  islands,  which  are  partly 
submerged  mountains  of  the  same  kind  as  those  that  are  surrounded  by  deserts. 
At  some  fuller  stage  the  lakes  occupied  a  large  portion  of  the  areas  which  now  con- 
stitute the  desert  valleys.  Little  or  no  water  runs  in  these  valleys  except  during 
the  period  of  heavy  precipitation  in  winter  and  spring.  An  exception  to  this  rule  is 
the  Jordan  River,  which  is  the  overflow  from  Utah  Lake  into  Great  Salt  Lake. 
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TOPOGRAPHY. 

Oeneral  features, — Bingham  Canyon  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  Oqnirrh  Moun- 
tains and  runs  in  a  general  northeast  course  until  it  reaches  Salt  Lake  Valley.  From 
that  point  the  waters  run  nearly  eastward.  The  main  crest  of  the  Oquirrh  Moun- 
tains borders  the  canyon  on  the  west.  West  Mountain  lies  at  its  southern  head, 
while  between  the  canyon  and  Salt  Lake  Valley  Ues  a  single  ridge  a  little  over  7,000 
feet  above  sea  and  about  1,000  feet  lower  than  the  Oquirrh  Range  (see  PI.  III). 
Several  large  gulches  open  into  Bingham  Canyon  from  the  west  and  southwest,  but 
none  of  importance  from  the  east.  Chief  of  these  is  Carr  Fork,  of  which  a  view  is 
furnished  in  PL  IV.  The  mining  district  itself  extends  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
canyon  into  Pine  and  Tooele  canyons  on  the  west  side  and  Butterfiel4  Canyon  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Oquirrhs,  and  into  a  number  of  gulches  on  the  east  side  of  the  ridge 
that  divides  Bingham  Canyon  from  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

Direction  of  run-off  lines, — As  has  been  stated  already,  the  general  trend  of 
Bingham  Canyon  is  northeast-southwest.  From  Clipper  Peak  and  West  Mountain, 
the  highest  points  in  the  area  shown  on  the  map,  the  drainage  is  in  a  measure  radial 
into  Bingham,  Pine,  Tooele,  and  Butterfield  canyons.  If  Carr  Fork  be  regarded 
as  the  main  or  central  stream,  the  line  of  the  canyon  is  very  straight.  Probably  as 
much  water  comes  out  of  this  fork  as  out  of  the  main  or  eastern  fork.  The  main 
fork  is  but  slightly  deeper  and  longer  than  Carr  Fork,  and  the  association  of  the  i;ame 
with  this  eastern  fork  is  due  to  the  greater  importance  of  the  early  mines  situated 
upon  it.  Markham  and  Freeman  gulches  and  Dry  Fork  (coming  in  from  the  west) 
are  each  considerable  tributaries,  although  not  so  large  as  either  of  the  principal 
heads.  Butterfield  Canyon,  a  very  small  section  of  which  is  included  in  the  area  of 
this  map,  is  comparable  in. size  with  Bingham  Canyon.  The  same  can  be  said  of 
Tooele  Canyon,  which  heads  against  Clipper  Peak  and  West  Mountain.  The  small 
gulches  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  dividing  ridge  and  emptying  into  Salt  Lake 
Valley  are  of  less  importance  topographically  than  Markham  Gulch. 

Running  water, — ^Very  little  running  water  is  to  be  seen  in  this  region  during  the 
dry  season.  At  the  heads  of  the  principal  gulches  there  are  a  few  springs;  water 
flows  for  short  distances  on  the  surface,  but  soon  evaporates  or  disappears  in  the 
stream  gravels.  During  the  winter  or  wet  season  the  fall  of  rain  and  snow  is  occa- 
sionally considerable.  Much  of  this  water  runs  off  immediately  into  the  desert,* 
owing  to  the  high  grades  of  the  canyon,  but  some  is  absorbed  by  the  soil  and  rock 
and  slowly  trickles  and  seeps  forth  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  quantity 
of  underground  water  is  very  great  at  any  time  of  year  and  its  disposal  is  a  serious 
question  in  the  deeper  mines.  To  dispose  of  this  surplus  water  some  extensive 
enterprises  have  been  undertaken — the  Bingham,  Queen,  and  other  tunnels.  Evapo- 
ration is  so  great  at  the  surface,  however,  that  except  in  the  mines  there  is  Uttle 
indication  of  the  existence  of  this  water. 
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Stream  grades. — From  Clipper  Peak  and  West  Mountain,  with  heights  of  9,000 
feet  or  more,  the  water  runs  down  a  very  heavy  grade — over  2,000  feet  in  the  first 
mile.  Down  Carr  Fork  for  the  next  2  miles  the  fall  is  1,000  feet,  and  in  the  remain- 
ing 2  J  miles  of  the  canyon  the  descent  is  500  feet  more.  Where  the  canyon  emerges 
upon  Salt  Lake  Valley  the  elevation  is  about  5,500  feet,  and  the  grade  from  that  point 
eastward  is  small  and  gradually  becomes  less.  Similar  heavy  grades  are  to  be  seen 
in  all  of  the  canyons  and  gulches  of  the  region.  Down  such  slopes  as  these  the  water 
runs  with  great  rapidity.  The  finer  portions  of  the  rock  and  soil  are  carried  from 
the  hillsides  in  large  quantities,  and  in  the  stream  courses  only  sand,  gravel,  and 
bowlders  are  to  be  seen.  During  heavy  rains  and  cloudbursts  the  rush  of  water  is 
tremendous  and  sweeps  everything  before  it. 

Forms  of  the  surface, — The  general  aspect  of  the  summits  of  the  Oquirrh  Moun* 
tains  is  smooth  and  rounded.  Even  in  spite  of  the  heavy  grades  the  slopes  are  fairly 
imiform  and  the  curves  easy  and  flowing.  In  a  general  way  the  relative  heights  are 
determined  by  the  solubility  of  the  rock  formations  and  of  their  debris.  Minerals 
like  calcite  and  dolomite  (the  carbonates  of  lime  and  magnesia)  are  readily  dis- 
solved by  atmospheric  waters,  especiallj^  if  there  is  a  small  percentage  of  acid 
in  solution.  In  the  purest  limestones  over  90  per  cent  of  the  material  of  the  rock 
is  thus  removed,  leaving  only  a  fine  clay.  When  the  rock  is  less  pure,  more  material 
is  left  in  the  form  of  clay  or  sand,  according  to  the  original  nature  of  the  rock.  In 
quartzites  and  sandstones  containing  only  a  small  amount  of  lime  the  siliceous  skele- 
ton of  the  rock  remains  firm,  even  after  solution  of  the  lime.  Feldspar,  also,  is  dis- 
integrated by  circulating  waters,  but  to  a  less  extent  than  calcite.  Those  rocks 
that  contain  feldspar  are  not  so  weak  as  the  calcareous  rocks,  because  they  usually 
contain  a  less  proportion  of  soluble  mineral.  Feldspathic  rocks  are  only  occa- 
sionally to  be  found  in  the  Bingham  region,  where  they  constitute  minor  layers 
in  the  Bingham  quartzite.  These  grade  into  the  argillaceous  sandstones  of  the 
same  fonnation.  Minerals  like  quartz  are  the  last  to  be  dissolved  or  disintegrated, 
and  the  siliceous  rocks  are  accordingly  most  resistant.  Thus  the  quartzites  break 
down  into  small  fragments,  which  are  dissolved  very  slowly.  Those  igneous  rocks 
which  appear  in  large  bodies  are  next  most  resistant  to  solution,  but  there  are 
few  masses  of  this  kind;  the  small  igneous  bodies  appear  to  be  somewhat  more 
soluble.  The  monzonites  and  andesites  break  down  finally  through  decomposition 
of  their  feldspars.  The  marbles  and  limestones  are  the  most  soluble  as  a  mass,  and 
their  fragments  are  the  least  durable  of  all;  consequently,  they  seldom  form  sum- 
mits. As  the  result  of  their  bulk,  their  insolubility,  and  their  frequency,  the  quartz- 
ites cause  most  of  the  high  ground.  A  little  is  formed  by  the  principal  masses  of 
monzonite-porphyry.  Here  and  there  the  limestones  cross  the  divides,  and  their 
presence  is  marked  by  gaps.     The  solubility  of  the  limestones  is  the  cause  of  the 
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smalt  benches  which  appear  here  and  there  along  theh*  courses.     Sunilar  gaps  and 
benches  are  formed  by  the  narrow  bodies  of  monzonite. 

Cliffs  and  ledges, — Although  rock  is  everyivhere  near  the  surface  on  account 
of  the  rapid  removal  of  waste,  there  are  ven^^  few  cliffs.  Ledges  of  moderate  size 
r.re  frequent,  and  in  most  cases  are  due  to  exceptional  circumstances.  In  this 
respect  the  surface  of  the  Oquirrh  Mountains  presents  a  strong  contrast  to  that  of 
the  Wasatch  Range.  The  reason  for  the  absence  of  cliffs  lies  in  the  abundance 
of  joints  in  the  quartzites.  Except  for  these  the  quartzites,  with  only  the  normal 
partings  of  stratification,  would  cause  long  lines  of  cliffs  on  steep  slopes.  The 
joints  intersect  the  quartzite  at  many  angles  and  in  great  number,  and  may  be 
seen  at  any  fresh  exposure  of  the  rock.  Through  them  the  rock  layers  are  readily 
broken  up  into  small  fragments,  which  slide  slowly  down  the  mountain  sides  and 
produce  a  uniform  slope.  Thus  the  fragments  of  the  harder  rock  sweep  over  and 
fill  up  the  depressions  which  would  normally  be  caused  by  the  softer  beds,  so 
that  these  beds  produce  only  slight  hollows.  Along  many  imiform  slopes  the 
different  strata  may  be  distinguished  by  the  belts  of  brush  which  follow  the  softer 
and  avoid  the  harder  layers.  A  few  large  cliffs  occur — as,  for  instance,  south  of 
the  end  of  the  railway  and  on  the  lower  portion  of  Carr  Fork.  (See  PI.  V.)  There 
are  also  many  talus  slopes  that  are  composed  of  streams  of  the  harder  quartzite 
fragments  without  any  soil.  These  are  to  be  seen  only  on  the  steepest  slopes. 
(See  PI.  V.)  The  rock  ledges  are  formed  in  almost  all  cases  either  by  the  heavy 
beds  of  chert  that  occur  in  the  hmestones  (see  PI.  VIII)  or  by  portions  of  the 
quartzite  that  have  been  recemented  by  iron  oxide.  (See  PI.  XIII.)  These 
are  frequent  throughout  the  entire  region,  but  are  most  conspicuous  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  main  canyon.  West  of  the  town  there  are  a  few  large  ledges  of 
monzonite-porphyry. 

Vegetation. — Through  the  rapid  disintegration  of  the  rocks  by  jointing,  as 
has  been  stated,  there  is  a  considerable  cover  of  loose  material,  rock  fragments, 
and  soil.  In  this  flourishes  a  vegetation  that  is  unusual  in  so  dr^'  a  cUmate.  Most 
of  this  consists  of  scrub  oak  and  brush  of  various  kinds  and  is  illustrated  in  all  of 
the  photographs  of  the  region.  In  the  hollows  of  the  higher  mountains  there  are 
large  areas  covered  by  aspen.  An  original  growth  of  conifers  was  cut  down  for 
timbering  the  mines.  The  aspens  are  most  prominent  on  the  slopes  of  Clipper 
Peak  and  West  Mountain.  The  scrub  oak  appears  throughout  the  region,  but 
diminishes  rapidly  along  the  border  of  Salt  Lake  Valley  (see  PI.  XLV)  and  is 
replaced  by  the  usual  desert  growth  of  sagebrush.  The  cover  of  vegetation, 
combined  with  the  disintegration  of  the  rock,  interferes  seriously  with  the  task 
of  tracing  the  formations  and  interpreting  the  geology.  Information  concerning 
large  areas  is  limited  to  that  obtainable  from  tunnels  and  test  pits  which  have 
penetrated  to  the  solid  rock.     In  a  few  regions  the  growth  of  certain  shrubs  along 
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the  lines  of  stratification  is  of  some  assistance.  In  no  part  of  the  Bingham  district, 
however,  can  the  course  or  attitude  of  the  formations  be  determined  from  a  distance, 
as  is  the  case  in  the  Wasat^li,  and  it  is  necessary'  to  make  a  close  examination  of 
all  parts  of  the  ground. 

GEOJ^OGY. 

STRATIGRAPHY. 

CHARACTER    AND   AGE    OF   ROCKS. 

The  strata  exhibited  in  the  Oquirrh  Mountains  consist  in  the  main  of  quartzites, 
sandstones,  and  Umestones,  with  intrusive  bodies  of  monzonite  and  monzonite- 
porphyry  and  extrusive  flows  of  andesite,  the  latter  two  being  locally  called  por- 
phyry. Deposits  of  clay,  sand,  and  gravel  of  Quaternary  age  lie  around  the  bor- 
ders of  the  mountains  and  pass  for  considerable  distances  up  the  canyons.  The 
stratified  rocks  are  entirely  of  Carboniferous  age.  Much  the  greater  portion 
are  upper  Carboniferous,  although  lower  Carboniferous  strata  may  possibly  be 
reached  in  Butterfield  Canyon.  The  age  of  the  igneous  rocks  in  this  region  is  not 
known,  except  that  they  are  later  than  Carboniferous. 

The  sandstones  and  quartzites  are  all  of  light  colors,  usually  white.  The 
differences  between  the  layers  in  various  parts  of  the  section  are  so  small  that  it 
is  impracticable  to  distinguish  one  series  from  another;  only  by  means  of  the 
interstratified  Umestones  can  the  details  of  the  sequence  be  made  out  and  the 
different  quartzites  be  distinguished  from  one  another.  Inasmuch,  however,  as 
the  Hmestone  beds  in  this  region  do  not  extend  for  great  distances,  the  separation 
of  the  guartzite  into  formations  is  not  possible  where  the  limestones  are  absent. 
The  latter  are  lenticular  in  character,  thinning  out  and  disappearing  between  the 
adjoining  quartzites.  The  limestones  appear  abruptly  in  some  places,  in  others 
gradually.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  Bingham  mining  district  the  quartzites 
are  not  subdivided  by  limestones,  while  the  same  layers  around  Old  Jordan  and 
Highland  Boy  contain  a  number  of  limestones.  Thus  it  is  practicable  to  subdivide 
the  quartzites  in  one  place  but  not  in  another.  Accordingly  they  are  all  classed 
together  as  one  formation,  the  ^'Bingham  quartzite,'^  while  the  limestones  will 
be  described  as  members,  lentils,  and  variable  deposits  in  the  Bingham  quartzite. 

SEDIMENTARY    ROCKS. 

Bingham  quartzite. — The  Bingham  quartzite  is  composed  in  the  main  of 
quartzites  and  of  sandstones  that  are  more  or  less  silicified.  The  strata  are  for 
the  most  part  white,  and  frequently  vitreous.  In  the  lower  portions  of  the 
quartzite,  especially  below  the  Old  Jordan  hmestone,  a  slight  banding  is  to  be 
seen  in  many  places.     This  is  due  to  extremely  fine  grains  of  dark  minerals,  such 
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as  iron  oxides.  The  layers  which  are  distinguished  by  the  fine  banding  of  color  are 
also  cross-bedded  in  many  places.  This  cross-bedding  was  due  to  rapid  alterna- 
tion of  currents  during  the  deposition  of  the  strata.  The  banding  is  due  to  the 
darker  minerals  following  the  cross-bedding,  just  as  they  followed  the  lines  of 
parallel  bedding  above  noted. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  formation,  particularly  above  the  Highland  Boy  lime- 
stone,  are  many  laj^ers  of  argillaceous  sandstone  containing  feldspar  and  mica  in 
fine  grains.^  Manj-  ripple  marks  are  seen  in  these  sandstones,  indicating  their 
formation  in  relatively  shallow  water.  They  are  also  marked  in  places  by  the  trails 
of  crawling  animals.  These  sandstones  are  also  slightly  calcareous  and  locally 
develop  into  thin  limestone  beds  which  are  of  importance  in  connection  vrith  the 
ore  deposits.  These  beds  are  of  the  same  lenticular  nature  as  the  limestones  that 
are  mapped,  but  they  are  so  shiall  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  map  them  or  to  trace 
them  for  any  considerable  distance  on  the  ground.  Along  the  crests  of  the  ridges 
they  are  eiasily  to  be  found,  but  on  the  slopes  the  loose  slide  mat^iial  soon  covers 
them. 

Almost  any  section  where  the  rocks  are  continuously  exposed  for  a  hundred 
yards  will  show  one  or  more  layers  of  limestone  or  calcareous  sandstone.  Thus,  for 
*  instance,  on  the  crest  of  the  Oquirrh  Range  north  of  Clipper  Peak,  in  a  distance 
of  half  a  mile  there  are  six  beds  of  blue  limestone  a  foot  or  more  in  thickness, 
and  many  layers  of  calcareous  sandstone.  Again,  along  the  bottom  of  Pine 
Canyon  and  Markham  Gulch,  on  either  side  of  the  crest  of  the  mountains,  similar 
series  of  limestone  beds  are  to  be  seen.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  to  connect 
the  individual  layers  of  one  series  with  another.  Usually  the  contacts  of  the 
limestones  and  quartzites  are  sharp  and  distinct,  and  the  transition  from  one 
rock  type  to  another  takes  place  within  a  few  inches.  In  other  cases,  as,  for 
instance,  the  top  of  the  Commercial  limestone  just  east  of  the  Yosemite  mine, 
the  quartzite  passes  downward  into  limestone  through  several  feet  of  calcareous 
sandstone  and  sandy  limestone.  In  still  other  cases  there  is  an  alternation  of 
limestone  and  sandstone  layers  for  a  few  feet.  The  limestone  lenses  thin  out 
along  the  strike  and  disappear  in  two  ways.  Either  the  closing  quartzites 
approach  each  other  and  coalesce,  indicating  that  calcareous  matter  was  not 
deposited  at  all  where  it  is  not  now  found,  or  else  the  quartzites  in  the  strike  of 
the  limestones  are  calcareous,  indicating  that  the  calcareous  matter  was  deposited, 
but  in  less  amount  than  the  sandy  material.  These  extensions  of  the  limestone  beds 
can  be  traced  for  considerable  distances,  but  with  difficulty. 

The  texture  of  the  quartzite  is  remarkably  uniform  throughout  the  region.  It 
is  almost  universally  fine  grained,  particularly  in  the  more  quartzitic  layers;  even 
in  the  argillaceous  layers  the  grain  is  but  little  coarser.  In  a  few  places,  notably  in 
Markham  Gulch,  thin  layers  of  quartz  conglomerate  appear,  but  these  are  fine 
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grained  for  that  class  of  rock.  These  coarse  beds  do  not  appear  to  have  any  great 
lateral  extent  and  are  only  a  few  inches  thick.  The  uniformity  of  the  grain  makes 
the  bedding  of  the  quartzites  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  except  where  argillaceous, 
calcareous,  or  banded  beds  are  present.  This  difficulty  is  still  further  increased  by 
the  prominence  and  frequency  of  the  joint  planes  in  the  quartzite.  \ery  often 
these  entirely  obliterate  the  planes  of  stratification.  In  the  case  of  the  banded 
quartzites  there  is  Uttle  difficulty,  however,  in  determining  the  bedding.  Also,  as 
was  stated  in  the  discussion  of  the  topography,  the  lines  of  varying  vegetation  follow 
and  define  the  diflferent  layers  of  quartzite. 

Measurements  of  the  thickness  of  the  Bingham  quartzite  are  extremely  difficult 
to  obtain.  Neither  the  top  nor  the  bottom  of  the  formation  appears  in  the  Bingham 
mining  district,  and  the  portions  exhibited  here  have  been  much  broken  and  dis- 
turbed. Numerous  faults  have  broken  the  strata  of  this  region,  and  in  many  cases 
have  repeated  great  thicknesses  of  rock,  leaving  them  as  an  apparently  continuous 
series.  Many  of  these  faults  can  be  detected  wherever  the  strata  are  distinctive 
enough,  but  it  is  likely  that  those  which  are  discovered  are  only  a  small  part  of  those 
which  exist,  especially  where  the  uniformity  of  the  quartzite  is  not  varied  by  lime- 
stone beds.  During  the  intrusion  of  the  monzonite,  also,  the  quartzite  was  shattered 
and  displaced  to  make  room  for  it.  With  these  possibilities  in  view  no  precise  thick- 
ness can  be  assigned  to  the  quartzite.  When  due  allowances  are  made,  however,  it 
seems  probable  that  10,000  feet  are  exposed  in  the  Bingham  district.  If  the  High- 
land Bov  and  Jordan  limestones  are  the  same  the  thickness  is  about  8,000  feet. 

'  These  quartzites,  since  their  deposition  in  the  form  of  sand,  have  undergone 
many  alterations,  both  of  position  and  of  character.  They  were  first  indurated  and 
became  hard  rocks^  as  distinguished  from  the  deposits  of  loose  material,  like 
those  now  seen  on  the  floor  of  the  valley.  Later  they  were  folded,  perhaps  at 
several  diflferent  periods.  Next  an  intrusion  of  monzonite  took  place,  producing 
considerable  chemical  and  physical  alterations  in  the  \ncinity  of  the  intrusrve  mass^ 
Then  followed  one  or  more  periods  of  faulting,  with  additional  tilting  of  the  strata. 
In  connection  with  these  dislocations  and  those  which  attended  the  intrusion  of 
monzonite,  there  were  produced  many  breccias  of  the  quartzite  and  adjoining 
rocks.  At  a  still  later  date  the  quartzites,  together  with  the  other  rocks,  were 
permeated  by  mineralizing  solutions,  portions  of  the  rock  were  removed,  and 
deposits  of  various  minerals  were  substituted.  latest  of  all  the  processes  of 
alteration  is  that  which  extends  down  to  the  present  day.  The  underground 
waters  are  carrying  on  solution  and  redeposition,  oxidizing  the  metalliferous 
minerals,  recementing  breccias,  and  slowly  reducing  the  surface  of  the  formation. 
Of  all  these  various  alterations  of  the  quartzite,  the  folding  and  faulting  effected 
merely  a  change  in  the  position  of  the  layers,  except  where  breccias  were  formed 


36  GEOLOGY    OF    BINGHAM    MINING    DISTRICT,   UTAH. 

locally.  In  the  case  of  the  monzonite  intrusion,  similar  breccias  were  f-  rmed  and 
there  was  alteration  of  the  minerals  composing  the  strata.  This  is  mos-  apparent 
near  the  intrusive  bodies,  and  its  effects  were  greatest  in  the  limestone  b  ds.  The 
details  of  the  various  changes  of  texture  and  minerals  are  given  under  the  headings 
^ '  Structure  * '  and  •  ^  Metamorphism.' ' 

The  Bingham  quartzite  is  of  Carboniferous  age.  Its  fossils  are  abundant,  par- 
ticularly in  the  limestone  layers,  and  are  chiefly  those  which  characterize  the  upper 
Carboniferous.  At  both  the  top  and  the  bottom  of  the  larger  limestones  they  are 
common,  but  are  perhaps  even  more  frequent  in  the  smaller  beds.  They  are  especially 
numerous  in  the  series  of  thin  layers  that  cross  the  crest  of  the  range  north  of  Clipper 
Peak.  The  fossils  consist  largely  of  corals  and  crinoids,  with  some  brachiopods. 
Collections  were  made  chiefly  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Girty,  though  some  fossils  were  collected 
by  Mr.  Boutwell  and  the  writer,  and  the  species  were  determined  by  Mr.  Girty. 
Lists  of  the  species  identified  by  him  are  given  in  an  appendix.  According  to  Mr. 
Girty,  all  the  fossils  are  of  undoubted  upper  Carboniferous  age.  In  the  argillaceous 
sandstones  north  of  Clipper  Peak  and  Highland  Boy  were  found  a  few  brachiopods 
and  many  fragments  of  apparent  seaweeds.  Neither  the  precise  nature  of  the  ^e 
nor  their  bearing  on  the  age  of  the  formation  was  determined. 

The  influence  of  weathering  upon  the  Bingham  quartzite  has  been  bri^  fly 
stated  in  the  discussion  of  topography.  Near  the  surface  the  rock  is  broken  up 
chiefly  by  frost.  At  greater  depths  it  is  acted  upon  by  underground  waters  and 
its  materials  are  slowly  removed  In  solution.  Both  of  these  processes  are  facili- 
tated by  the  presence  of  the  countless  joints  and,  to  a  less  extent,  by  the  bedding 
planes.  In  the  vitreous  quartzites  the  passages  along  the  bedding  planes  are 
practieiiliy  filled  up,  and  the  rock  would  be  nearly  impervaous  to  water  were  it 
not  for  the  joints.  Since  these  traverse  the  rock  at  many  angles,  the  water  finds 
easy  and  complete  access  to  any  portion  of  the  rock. 

The  quartzite  seldom  forms  ledges,  except  where  the  rock  is  specially  durable, 
as  in  mineralized  footwalls  and  recemented  breccias,  which  are  described  under 
the  heading  ''Metamorphism*'  (p.  62).  Along  the  crests  of  the  ridges,  where 
tlie  waste  material  is  speedily  carried  away,  subordinate  outcrops  are  very  fre- 
quent. Similar  outcrops  are  common  near  the  streams,  also,  where  the  debris 
is  rapidly  removed.  On  the  side  slopes,  however,  the  cover  of  quartzite  waste 
is  always  present.  Here  and  there  small  portions  of  the  quartzite  protmde,  but 
one  may  travel  on  loose  rock  for  long  distances  without  seeing  an  outcrop  of  any 
kind.  The  quartzitie  fragments  are  small,  for  the  rock  is  cut  up  into  small  sec- 
tions by  the  joint  planes.  The  angular  character  produced  by  the  joints  is  little 
modified  as  the  fragments  sUde  slowly  downhill.  Even  in  the  stream  beds  the 
amount  of  running  water  is  so  small  that  the  fragments  are  seldom  rounded.  They 
are  moved  down  the  stream  beds  chiefly  by  the  floods  of  winter  and  spring,  when 
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the  streams  are  greatly  increased  in  volume  and  the  process  of  removal  is  very 
rapid.  Thus  the  slopes  of  the  quartzite  areas  are  dependent,  first,  on  the  insolu- 
Wlity  of  the  quartzite;  second,  on  the  rate  at  which  frost  breaks  it  up  through 
the  joints;  third,  on  the  rate  of  its  removal  in  the  stream  beds  by  the  floods. 
Between  the  insolubility  which  maintains  the  rock  and  the  fall  of  water  w^hich 
removes  it,  the  balance  is  in  favor  of  the  former,  so  that  the  quartzite  areas  cause 
prominent  mountains.  The  crests  curv-e  smoothly  and  gently  and  soon  pass 
downward  into  the  side  slopes  as  the  rainfall  accumulates  and  gains  power.  The 
joints  are  everjrwhere  present  and  produce  nearly  uniform  slopes  between  crest 
and  gulch.  Thus  most  of  the  surface  that  is  covered  by  quartzite  is  that  which 
is  formed  by  the  sliding  downhill  of  fragments  of  uniform  size.  In  Pis.  Ill  and 
IV  are  illustrated  crests  and  slopes  typical  of  the  region. 

BuUerpeld  limestone  member. — This  is  one  of  the  many  limestone  masses  that 
occur  in  the  Bingham  quartzite.  Its  lenticular  character  is  not  determinable 
in  this  area,  since  but  little  of  it  appears.  It  will  be  treated,  however,  as  if  it 
were  of  the  same  nature  as  the  other  limestone  bodies.  It  is  composed  in  the 
main  of  blue  and  dark-blue  limestones.  Usually  these  consist  of  pure  carbonate 
of  lime,  but  they  also  contain  many  siUceous  layers.  Occasionally,  also,  beds 
of  sandy  limestone  are  seen,  made  up  of  grains  of  fine  quartz  sand  set  in  a  cal- 
careous matrix.  Silica  also  appears  in  the  form  of  chert,  which  is  freely  distrib- 
uted through  the  mass  of  the  limestone  in  small  nodules  and  round  balls.  The 
chert  is  black,  alternating  in  the  larger  nodules  with  concentric,  dark-gray  bands. 
The  formation  is  about  300  feet  thick  in  this  region.  It  extends  westward  and 
southward  for  several  miles  at  least,  but  its  original  extent  toward  the  east-  is 
rendered  uncertain  by  faults  and  igneous  intrusives.  The  limestones  contain 
numerous  fossils  w^hich  are  probably  of  upper  Carboniferous  age. 

Lenox  limestone  memher. — The  name  of  this  limestone  is  derived  from  the 
Lenox  mine,  which  is  just  outside  of  the  area  represented  on  the  map  and  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  southeast  of  the  Telegraph  mine,  in  Saints'  Rest  Gulch.  Three 
small  areas  of  the  formation  separated  by  monzonite  are  shown  upon  the  map. 
In  the  Lenox  mine  the  formation  consists  of  a  dark  siliceous  limestone,  either 
bluish  or  blackish.  Much  of  the  silica  is  in  the  form  of  chert  nodules  and  layers, 
but  more  is  disseminated  through  the  mass  of  the  limestone  in  microscopic  grains. 
The  top  of  the  formation  passes,  by  sandy  limestones  and  marbles,  into  the  over- 
lying quartzites.  About  50  feet  down  from  the  top  is  a  layer  of  limestone  con- 
glomerate a  few  feet  in  thickness.  At  a  distance  of  50  feet  below  the  conglom- 
erate are  layers  of  quartzite  that  grade  through  calcareous  sandstone  into  the 
limestones  above  and  below. 

In  the  Lenox  mine  the  limestones  are  about  200  feet  thick,  but  the  areas 
included  within  the  map  show  considerably  less  thickness.     This  is  due  in  part 
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to  dislocation  by  the  monzonile  intnisioD  And  pcfflift|K  abo  t«i>  ft  Ikalt  ^kmg  its 
northern  margin.  The  monzonite  cuts  off  the  western  extension  of  the  fime- 
stone;  towartl  the  east  it  outcrops  for  half  a  mile  until  it  pases  beneath  the  Qua- 
ternary formations  of  the  valley.  CoDsiderabie  aheffatioife»  hare  taken  place  in 
the  limestone  near  the  contact  of  the  monzonite.  These  coost^t  for  the  oMst 
part  of  a  recrystallization  of  the  calcareous  matter  into  marble.  The  marUe 
id  akio  purer,  as  if  most  of  the  siUca  had  been  driven  off  at  the  same  time.  *  It  is 
piiHsible  that  this  was  deposited  in  the  highly  siliceous  layers  which  are  found 
iu  the  l^euox  mine.  East  of  the  latter  point  the  siliceous  material  is  less  promi- 
luuit,  and  the  limestone  is  of  the  ordinary  calcareous  composition  and  blue  color. 
KiMMiU  of  upiH>r  Carlnnuferous  age  are  numerous,  especially  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  ilepiiiiit. 

Ji»\hn  lihitsti^Ht  membifr. — The  strata  of  tlus  formation  were  named  for  their 
^HHHivreiioe  in  the  Old  Jordan  mine.  Beginning  at  the  edge  of  the  valley,  south  of 
the  l>uhoi\  and  l^rk  mine,  they  follow  a  general  southwest  cxirse  and  pass,  with 
umu\  iuierruptions  due  to  faults  and  monzonite  intrusions,  thr.^ugh  the  Brooklyn. 
'rele^iuph,  Niagara,  and  Old  Jordan  mines.  Those  areas  of  the  tv^^mation  which 
uuivi'op  [HiH^  V\.  \h  along  the  south  slope  of  West  Mountain  have  no  jjrface  Con- 
ner tiuu  with  the  other  areas.  Thev  are  considered  the  same,  however.  becaus^> 
lliev  rcwt  iipim  the  same  great  mass  of  Bingham  quartzite  and  because  they  have 
>«liuikr  tluekiuvss(\s  and  vary  in  the  same  order.  It  is  possible,  perhaps  even  prob- 
ulile.  (hat  the  liiiu^stone  at  the  Highland  Boy  mine  is  of  the  same  age  as  the  Jordan. 
'I^tie  ^ioqiieiu^e  kA  the  two  limestone  masses  around  the  Highland  Boy  mine  corre- 
*>lMMh|H  iu  thiekuivis  and  lithok^gic  appearance  with  the  sequence  of  the  Jordan 
HUil  iSkuuhorciul  Umestune  members.  Besides,  there  is  a  fragmentary  connection 
uii  (he  i^uifaee,  ihnmgh  the  limestone  bodies  southeast  of  the  Highland  Boy,  in 
(lir  SiesN4r(  and  adjacent  mines.  For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  however,  only 
(h('  hiuiviloiuvi  at  West  Mountain  will  be  considered  equivalent  to  the  Jordan. 

h  i^  |»ms.hihle  that  the  limestones  at  West  Mountain  are  equivalent  to  the 
l«ei»«»\  hiueci(one.  The  two  occupy  somewhat  similar  positions  with  reference  to 
(hr  liiiKcrlieUI  Uiaestone,  but  it  would  be  hazardous  to  correlate  them  definitely. 

I  he  lu;*iiU  i'\»Ue<'ted  from  each  series  were  not  sufficient  to  settle  the  question. 

II  (hi.ic  twii  Nvoi'e  equivalent  in  age,  the  probability  is  greater  that  the  Highland 
Ih^  lUid  (liu'vlau  limestones  are  the  same. 

i  hv  •lualau  limestone  consists  of  calcareous  strata  that  have  been  more  or 
li  ahcji'il  l>v  luiaeralizing  agents  and  by  intrusive  masses  of  monzonite.  The 
IK  •  I  ii.iImIi1(«  ultcratious  are  a  conversion  of  the  limestone  into  marble  and  a  more 
U  i  i»iii|»U'te  replacement  of  the  lime  by  silica.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Dalton 
I  I  .iiU  I  nine  tlie  original  blue  limestone  character  is  common.  Farther  west, 
ilh    luiitl   o{   Yosemite  Gulch,   the  Umestone  is  almost  entirely  replaced  by 
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silica.  The  aspect  of  limestone  is  preserved,  however,  in  the  color,  texture,  and 
fracture,  as  is  often  the  case  with  these  silicified  beds.  From  the  Telegraph  mine 
westward  to  the  head  of  Old  Jordan  Gulch  the  alteration  is  for  the  most  part  a 
recrystallization  of  the  limestone  into  marble.  In  this  area,  also,  there  are  local 
siUceous  alterations  of  extremely  variable  aspect.  A  great  development  of  ore 
bodies  by  mineralization  of  the  limestone  is  found  in  this  and  the  Brooklyn  area. 
That  part  of  the  formation  lying  on  the  slope  of  West  Mountain  is  much  less  min- 
eralized, and  exhibits  the  transition  from  crystalline  marble  near  the  monzonite 
to  a  normal  blue  limestone  farther  west. 

The  most  common  rock  in  the  unaltered  portions  of  the  formation  is  a  pure 
fine-grained  limestone.  The  blue  color  varies  locally  from  light  to  dark,  or  even 
becomes  black.  Other  colors  present  are  light  gray  and  dove  color.  A  fine  grain 
is  characteristic  of  the  formation,  whether  in  the  unaltered  state  or  metamor- 
phosed into  limestone  marble.  A  considerable  variation  in  the  formation  is  the. 
limestone  conglomerate  on  the  slopes  of  West  Mountain.  This  has  a  thickness 
of  at  least  20  feet  and  is  interbedded  with  the  limestone  about  75  feet  above  its 
base.  It  is  seen  only  at  that  locality  and  can  not  be  traced  far.  Other  more 
frequent  exceptions  to  the  general  character  are  the  small  layers  of  quartzite  that 
interrupt  the  limestones.  These  are  found  at  various  places;  for  instance,  just 
east  of  the  Brooklyn  mine,  also  on  the  divide  between  Butterfield  and  Bingham 
canyons.  Between  these  quartzites  and  the  limestone  there  is  a  rather  rapid 
transition  through  sandy  limestones.  The  quartzites  represent  a  merely  local 
bed  of  sand,  the  deposition  of  which  interrupted  for  a  short  time  the  deposition 
of  calcareous  beds.  These  and  the  limestone  conglomerate  serve  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  the  limestone  was  formed  in  shallow  waters  of  varying  position  and 
extent. 

Probably  the  most  considerable  exception  to  the  calcareous  nature  of  the 
original  formation  is  found  ip.  its  content  of  chert,  which  appears  in  the  form  of 
nodules,  layers,  and  mas^s.  .No  distinction  can  be  made  between  these  different 
forms  as  regards  origin,  although  the  extremes  are  widely  different  in  appearance. 
The  nodules  are  round  or  spheroidal  (see  PI.  VII,  ^4),  and  by  the  junction  of  many 
of  the  nodules  more  or  less  continuous  beds  are  formed.  The  transition  from 
these  thin  layers  of  connected  nodules  to  the  heavier  beds  of  massive  chert,  like 
those  illustrated  in  PI.  VIII,  is  a  change  only  of  degree  and  not  of  kind.  The 
chert  nodules  are  readily  found  throughout  the  formation,  but  are  more  frequent 
in  the  eastern  than  in  the  western  areas.  The  small  nodules  are  black  in  color; 
the  larger  ones  are  banded  with  concentric  bands  of  black  and  gray,  and  both  are 
gray  or  white  when  weathered.  The  large  masses  of  chert  are  dark  or  light  gray 
and  become  white  on  weathering. 
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Fossils  are  found  in  great  quantity  in  many  layers  of  the  limestone.  These 
consist  in  the  main  of  corals  and  many  brachiopods  and  gasteropods,  all  of  upper 
Carboniferous  age.  A  list  of  these  is  given  in  a  table  prepared  by  Mr.  Girty 
and  presented  on  page  389.  From  the  great  numbers  of  these  fossils  that  are  found 
it  seems  highly  probable  that  the  limestone  beds  were  largely  formed  of  fragments 
of  their  calcareous  skeletons.  The  ground-up  waste  from  their  colonies  was  trans- 
ported only  for  short  distances  before  it  was  taken  entirely  into  solution  by  the 
sea  water.  Some  such  process  as  that  indicated  explains  the  lenticular  shape, 
the  abrupt  termination,  and  the  great  variations  in  thickness  of  the  limestone 
beds,  for  in  so  far  as  the  source  was  local  the  deposits  themselves  would  be  local- 
ized and  more  readily  affected  by  other  local  conditions.  The  formation  has  an 
apparent  maximum  thickness  of  300  feet  on  West  Mountain.  This  measure- 
ment is  not  very  reliable,  however,  on  account  of  the  crushing  and  faulting  that  is 
visible  there.  Its  average  thickness  is  a  little  over  200  feet,  which  holds  for  all 
areas  except  those  near  the  Brooklyn  mine.  At  that  point  it  exhibits  only  about 
20  feet.  This  rapidly  increases  to  the  full  thickness  within  200  yards  to  the  east, 
but  becomes  even  a  little  less  toward  the  west,  before  being  cut  off  by  the 
monzonite. 

After  the  strata  of  this  formation  were  consolidated,  they  were  disturbed 
in  various  ways.  In  common  with  the  other  strata  they  were  upturned  during 
the  period  of  compression  which  produced  the  folded  structure  of  the  region.  There 
seems  to  have  been  in  connection  with  this  movement  no  alteration  of  the  rocks 
save  that  of  position.  Other  changes  were  wrought  in  the  limestone  by  the  mon- 
zonite intrusion.  Near  the  contact  the  strata  were  shattered,  brecciated,  and 
recrystallized  in  a  manner  that  is  more  fully  considered  under  the  heading  "  Meta- 
morphism'*  (p.  62).  The  brecciation  involved  only  change  of  position,  and  its 
effects  seldom  extended  far  from  the  contacts.  Still  later  changes  of  form  were 
produced  during  the  period  of  faulting,  when  breccias  were  formed  and  the  strata 
were  broken  across.  Last  of  all  came  the  various  fissures,  mineralizing  processes, 
and  joints,  the  chief  results  of  which  were  mineralization  of  the  strata  and  pro- 
duction of  the  ore  bodies. 

Commercial 'limestone  member. — This  is  the  most  extensive  of  the  limestone 
bodies  of  this  region.  Except  for  interruptions  caused  by  the  monzonite  intru- 
sions, it  reaches  from  West  Mountain,  just  north  of  Old  Jordan,  Niagara,  and 
Telegraph  mines,  through  the  Yosemite  and  Dal  ton  and  Lark  mines,  nearly  to  the 
mouth  of  Bingham  Canyon.  After  a  short  interval  it  reappears,  with  greatly 
reduced  thickness,  for  a  fourth  of  a  mile  north  and  south  of  West  Mountain  placer. 
In  that  vicinity  it  exhibits  the  lenticular  character  common  to  all  of  these  lime- 
stone formations.  This  is  best  shown  around  Midas  Creek,  where  it  thins  from 
200  feet,  the  average  thickness  of  the  formation,  down  to  nothing  and  disappears 
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between  the  quartzites.  Its  extension  southward  from  West  Mountain  covers  a 
considerable  area,  but  has  not  been  investigated  in  detaU. 

The  formation  contains  precisely  the  same  kinds  of  rock  as  the  Jordan  lime- 
stone, which  preceded  it;  and  in  fact  it  is  quite  impossible  to  distinguish  one  from 
the  other,  either  in  the  hand  specimen  or  in  individual  outcrops.  The  chief  differ- 
ence lies  in  the  somewhat  greater  amount  of  silica  present  in  the  Commercial  lime- 
stone. The  commonest  strata  in  the  deposit  are  the  blue  limestones  and  the 
altered  white  marbles.  Also,  there  are  found  here  and  there  beds  of  light-blue, 
gray,  dark-blue,  and  black  limestone.  In  most  of  the  areas  shown  on  the  map 
the  formation  consists  of  the  altered  deposits.  The  blue  limestones  are  seen  in 
both  altered  and  unaltered  forms  on  the  slopes  of  West  Mountain.  Unaltered 
or  little  altered  limestones  appear  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dalton  and  Lark  mine, 
and  the  amount  of  metamorphism  in  the  area  north  of  that  point  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  change  the  general  aspect  of  the  rock.  Between  the  Dalton  and  Lark 
mine  and  West  Mountain  the  metamorphism  of  the  limestone  into  marble  is  nearly 
complete. 

The  deposits  of  silica  have  the  same  form  in  this  limestone  as  in  the  Jordan. 
Part  of  them  may  be  of  secondary  nature — i.  e.,  may  be  due  to  silicification  of 
the  original  limestone — but  part  is  also  original,  in  the  form  of  more  frequent 
chert  beds.  PI.  VIII  is  a  reproduction  of  a  photograph  of  one  of  these  beds  on 
the  divide  just  northeast  of  Telegraph  mine.  When  in  the  form  of  chert  they 
range  from  small  balls  and  nodules  up  to  bedded  masses.  There  are  also  a  few 
beds  of  quartzite  included  in  the  limestone  near  its  junction  with  the  Bingham 
quartzite.  In  some  cases,  for  instance,  southwest  of  the  Yosemite  mine,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  whether  these  beds  were  formed  as  lenticular  deposits  or  were  produced 
by  repetition  of  the  beds  along  strike  faults.  Some  layers  of  the  blue  limestone 
contain  fossils,  but  they  are  less  common  than  in  the  Jordan  limestone.  These 
are  not  found  in  the  marbles  and  altered  strata. 

The  Commercial  limestone  has  passed  through  the  same  periods  of  metamor- 
phism as  the  preceding  formations.  The  original  nature  of  the  beds  was  the  same, 
and  the  same  agencies  were  active  in  changing  them.  Accordingly,  the  secondary 
products  are  identical  in  appearance  with  those  of  the  Jordan  limestone.  The 
description  of  the  alterations  of  the  Jordan  will  suffice  for  the  Commercial  except 
for  differences  in  locality. 

Highland  Bay  limestone  memher, — Six  areas  of  limestone  classed  under  this 
name  are  found  around  the  head  of  Carr  Fork.  These  are  within  short  distances 
of  the  Highland  Boy  mine,  which  is  situated  upon  its  largest  area.  Several  other 
small  areas  which  are  found  inclosed  in  the  mass  of  the  monzonite  may  be  assigned 
to  this  formation.  The  question  of  the  equivalency  of  this  limestone  with  the 
Jordan  has  been  discussed  already,  in  part.     The  general  sequence  of  the  forma- 
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tions,  including  the  Highland  Boy  and  Yampa  limestones,  very  strongly  resembles 
that  which  includes  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones.  The  thicknesses  of 
the  respective  limestones  are  about  the  same,  and  the  intervals  between  them  are 
similar.  The  Yampa  is  more  siliceous  than  the  Highland  Boy,  just  as  the  Com- 
mercial  is  more  siliceous  than  the  Jordan.  Between  the  principal  limestone  mass 
at  Highland  Boy  and  that  at  Old  Jordan  the  connection  by  isolated  areas  of  lime- 
stone is  so  close  that  it  is  impossible  to  state  to  which  formation  some  of  these 
bodies  belong.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Highland  Boy  limestone,  at  the  head  of 
Carr  Fork,  seems  to  lie  above  the  Commercial  limestone  near  bv  on  West  Mountain. 
This  apparent  superposition,  however,  has  little  or  no  weight,  on  account  of  the 
possibility  of  faults  which  may  have  repeated  the  outcrops  of  the  formation.  There 
are  undoubtedly  many  faults  of  considerable  throw  that  are  as  yet  undiscovered, 
because  the  rocks  through  which  they  pass  are  the  same  and  show  no  offsets. 

Another  fact  that  is  adverse  to  the  correlation  of  the  Highland  Boy  and 
Jordan  limestones  is  the  presence  ot  the  Tilden  and  Phoenix  limestones  above  the 
Yampa  limestone.  Both  the  Tilden  and  the  Phoenix  limestones,  however,  have  a 
strongly  marked  lenticular  character  and  disappear  in  short  distances  along  the 
strike.  A  similar  disappearance,  therefore,  across  the  strike,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Commercial  limestone,  wou'd  reasonably  account  for  their  absence  above  Old  Jordan. 
On  the  whole,  it  is  not  at  all  sure  that  the  Highland  Boy  and  Jordan  limestones  are 
the  same,  although  many  facts  point  most  strongly  to  that  conclusion.  The  two 
series  wiQ  therefore  be  separately  represented  and  described. 

The  Highland  Boy  limestone  is  now  composed  altogether  of  marble.  Most  of 
this  is  white  or  of  light  color  but  there  are  in  places  beds  that  are  mottled  blue  and 
white.  Although  none  of  the  original  rock  of  the  formation  is  now  visible,  the  altera- 
tions undergone  by  other  limestone  beds  indicate  that  this  marble  was  derived 
from  blue  limestone.  The  Highland  Boy  limestone  contains  considerable  silica, 
both  in  the  form  of  extremely  fine  sand  grains  and  of  amorphous  silica  or  chert. 
Much  of  the  chert  is  undoubtedly  secondary,  but  some,  at  least,  is  an  original  part 
of  the  deposit.  The  same  can  be  said  of  that  portion  of  the  silica  which  appears  as 
rounded  grains  of  quartz  sand.  These  fine,  rounded  grains,  not  usually  visible  to 
the  eye,  represent  a  small  amount  of  quartz  sand  that  was  added  to  the  calcareous 
matter  when  the  formation  was  deposited.  The  chert  occurs  in  small  masses, 
sometimes  nodular,  but  the  round  forms  are  much  rarer  than  in  the  unaltered 
limestones.  In  this  respect  it  is  similar  to  that  found  in  the  altered  portions  of 
the  Jordan  limestone.  The  silica  seems  to  have  been  largely  taken  into  solution 
and  redeposited  in  more  irregular  shapes.  The  cause  of  this  solution  and  redepo- 
sition  was  undoubtedly  the  intrusion  of  the  monzonite,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones.     Practically  all  the  chert  and  marble  is  white 
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or  of  light  color,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  coloring  matter  was  driven  oflF  from 
them  when  they  were  recrj^stalized. 

The  Highland  Boy  limestone  is  about  400  feet  thick  at  its  greatest  development. 
Whether  this  is  its  true  tliickness,  or  whether  its  thickness  has  been  increased  by 
faults,  is  uncertain.  Southwest  of  the  Highland  Boy  the  formation  is  cut  off  by  faults 
and  by  the  intrusive  monzonite,  so  that  its  manner  of  change  in  that  direction  can 
not  be  determined.  It  disappears  altogether,  however,  before  it  reaches  the  divide 
between  Bingham  and  Tooele  canyons,  for  in  that  locality  only  quartzite  is  seen 
at  this  horizon.  What  appears  to  be  the  westward  continuation  of  the  Highland 
Boy  limestone  is  part  of  the  Yampa  limestone,  offset  by  a  fault  into  the  line  of  the 
Highland  Boy  limestone.  Immediately  below  the  Highland  Boy  mine,  also,  the 
formation  is  cut  off  by  a  fault  along  the  line  of  the  valley.  East  of  this  fault  no 
representative  of  the  formation  is  found  which  is  distinct  enough  to  be  mapped. 
There  are,  to  be  sure,  a  number  of  sHghtly  calcareous  beds  in  the  quartzite.  These, 
however,  are  not  limestones  and  can  not  be  traced  for  any  considerable  distance, 
even  if  they  were  known  to  represent  the  Highland  Boy  limestone.  In  any  event, 
the  conclusion  must  be  reached  that  the  formation  thins  very  rapidly  eastward,  or 
else  there  would  be  some  recognizable  deposit  of  limestone  at  its  horizon  within  so 
short  a  distance. 

Yampa  limestone  member. — There  are  two  bands  of  this  deposit  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  gulch  above  Highland  Boy  mine.  It  is  possible  that  this  is 
equivalent  to  the  Commercial  limestone.  The  evidence  for  and  against  this  is  the 
same  as  that  found  in  the  case  of  the  Highland  Boy  and  Jordan  limestones,  and  no 
conclusion  can  be  reached. 

As  was  true  of  the  Highland  Boy  limestone,  none  of  the  original  blue  limestone 
is  left  in  this  member;  it  consists  entirely  of  white,  siliceous,  and  cherty  marble. 
Except  for  its  more  siliceous  character,  this  and  the  Highland  Boy  limestones  are 
practically  indistinguishable.  The  silica  is  partly  rolled  quartz  sand,  washed  in 
with  the  lime  when  the  deposit  was  formed.  This  is  plainly  to  be  seen  when  thin 
^sections  are  examined  under  the  microscope.  There  appears  to  be,  also,  a  small 
amount  of  secondary  silica  in  minute  grains,  which  probably  replaces  some  of  the 
original  calcite.  Nodules  and  irregular  masses  of  chert  are  frequently  found  in 
the  limestone,  the  irregular  bodies  being  more  prevalent.  These  masses  probably 
represent  secondary  alterations  of  and  additions  to  the  chert  nodules,  as  in  the 
Highland  Boy  limestone.  In  no  other  respect  is  this  limestone  separable  from 
the  Highland  Boy. 

East  of  Clipper  Peak  the  formation  appears  to  be  thickest,  its  thickness  there 
being  about  400  feet.  Southwest  of  this  locality  it  rapidly  becomes  thinner  and 
disappears  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile.     North  of  Highland  Boy  mine  300  feet  of 
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rnarhlf.  app^'ar,  and  thiH  in  turn  thins  out  and  disappears  toward  the  iKMthemst. 
Part  of  thi.s  diminution  Ls  attributable  to  faults  that  pass  down  the  raDer,  east  of 
which,  as  wa.s  true  of  the  Highland  Boy  limestone,  there  are  no  calcareous  beds  of 
not^5  whirh  might  l>e  considered  the  er|uiTalent  of  the  Yampa  limestone.  Thus  this 
limoHtone  mass  wedges  out  quite  as  abruptly  as  the  Highland  Boy. 

This  limestone,  like  that  of  the  Hi^dand  Boy  member,  has  been  ererywhere 
motamorj)hr>sed.  The  change  was  probably  due  to  the  same  monzonite  intrudons 
that  affected  the  other  strata.  At  present  only  the  southwest  end  of  the  formation 
is  seen  in  proximity  to  a  monz^>nite  body.  North  and  east  of  the  HigUand  Boy 
mine  no  outcrops  of  monzonite  are  seen  within  500  feet  of  the  Yampa  Umestone.  It 
is  cjuite  p^>ssible,  however,  that  there  are  other  bodies  beneath  the  surface  which 
are  nearer  the  limestone  bed.  Moreover,  this  formation  lay  for  the  most  part  above 
the  beds  int^>  which  the  monzonite  was  forced.  Heated  waters  and  vapors  from 
the  monzonite  would  tend  to  rise,  and  would  reach,  therefore,  to  greater  distances 
upward  than  laterally.  In  this  manner  might  he  explained  the  metamorphism 
of  the  limestone  at  a  greater  distance  frr>m  the  igneous  rock  than  in  the  preceding 
formations.  The  same  line  of  reasoning  would  account  for  the  alterations  of  the 
Tilden  and  Phoenix  limestones,  which  lie  considerably  higher  than  the  Yampa  and 
are  still  further  removed  from  the  monzonite  contacts. 

Tilden  and  Phoenix  limesfUme  lentils. — These  two  limestones  will  be  described 
together,  because  they  are  in  all  essentials  similar.  They  are  fotmd  on  the  north 
side  of  Can*  Fork,  in  a  l>elt^that  is  more  or  less  broken  bv  faidts.  Each  formation 
consists  of  white  or  light-colored  marble.  This  is  siliceous,  like  the  Highland  Boy 
and  Yampa  limestones.  Most  of  the  silica  is  in  the  form  of  minute  sand  grains 
endosexl  in  a  calcareous  matrix.  Where  the  amount  of  this  increases  it  is  difficidt 
to  mark  the  boundary'  l>etween  these  formations  and  the  adjoining  quartzites.  For 
the  same  reason  it  is  difflcult  to  trace  the  formations  along  the  strike  where  they 
thin  down  to  a  few  feet.  If  exposures  were  good  they  could  imdoubtedly  be  fol- 
loweil  for  long  distances,  but  there  is  so  much  slide  rock  and  scrub  oak  on  the  hill- 
sides tliat  the  thin  calcareous  beds  are  entirely  covered  over.  Thus,  it  is  possible 
that  eitlier  or  ear'h  of  these  limestones  may  be  represented  by  the  thin  seams  of 
limestone  that  cross  the  summit  of  Clipper  Peak  at  no  great  distance.  The  latter 
range  from  1  to  6  feet  in  thickness  and  can  not  be  traced  beyond  the  inunediate  crest, 
where  the  fiovf^T  of  loose  material  is  small. 

The  maximum  thickness  of  the  Tilden  limestone  is  about  100  feet,  at  a  point 
north  of  Highland  Boy  mine.  This  thickness  is  maintained  eastward,  with  slight 
loss,  to  a  point  where  the  limestone  is  cut  off  by  the  Carr  Fork  fault,  like  the  two 
preceding  formations.  The  Phoenix  limestone  has  a  maximum  thickness  of  about 
300  feet  southeast  of  the  Petro  mine.     Eastward  this  diminishes  rapidly,  so  that  the 
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formation  is  barely  recognizable  where  it  crosses  Carr  Fork.  Westward  it  can  be 
traced  to  Sap  Gulch,  where  it  is  lost  in  the  talus.  The  alterations  and  secondary 
deposits  in  these  formations  are  precisely  the  same  in  character  and  origjin  as  those 
in  the  limestones  already  described. 

Other  limestone  lentils. — The  succession  of  limestone  beds  which  begins  with  the 
Highland  Boy  is  continued  above  the  Petro  limestone  by  many  small  layers.  These 
are  in  no  case  large  enough  to  be  shown  on  the  scale  of  the  map,  although  locally,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  limestone  in  the  York  mine,  they  gain  importance  from  the  ore 
deposits  which  they  contain.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  trace  them  for  any  considerable 
distance  with  certainty.  Like  the  larger  limestones  in  the  same  areas,  these  are  in 
many  places  altered  from  their  original  form.  The  changes  were  usually  those  of 
silicification,  however,  and  the  beds  did  not  take  the  form  of  marble. 

In  a  distance  of  a  mile,  from  Markham  Peak  southward  to  Sap  Gulch,  there  are 
at  least  a  dozen  separate  layers  composed  either  of  pure  blue  limestone  or  highly 
calcareous  sandstone.  Small  limestone  layers  that  occupy  the  same  general  position 
in  the  quartzites  are  found  on  all  the  slopes  at  the  head  of  Pine  Canyon  and  in  Mark- 
ham  and  Freeman  gulches.  Beds  similar  in  character,  and  possibly  in  position, 
appear  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  Dry  Fork.  These  appear  to  extend  into  the  limestone 
series  at  the  heads  of  Pine  Canyon  and  Markham  Gulch.  The  existence  of  this  group, 
just  above  both  the  Yampa  limestone  and  the  Commercial  limestone  at  West  Moun- 
tain placer  in  the  same  relation,  is  an  additional  reason  for  correlating  these  two 
limestones,  as  already  discussed.  If  this  is  the  true  relation,  then  a  number  of 
thin  limestones  that  are  found  above  the  Commercial  limestone  in  the  Fortune 
and  adjacent  mines  would  also  fall  into  this  upper  group. 

Another  group  of  thin  limestone  layers  is  found  much  lower  down  in  the  Bingham 
quartzite.  They  outcrop  along  the  slopes  of  Butterfield  Canyon,  Yosemite  Gulch, 
and  Lenox  Gulch,  below  the  Jordan  limestone,  and  are  usually  less  than  10  feet  thick, 
some  being  mere  seams.  In  these  layers  the  Badger,  Chicago,  and  other  mines  have 
heen  opened.  Silicification  was  very  active  in  these  beds  and  replaced  their  calcium 
•  'arbonate  by  beds  of  chert  of  a  dark-blue  or  black  color.  Such  replacements  are 
the  rule,  except  in  Butterfield  Canyon,  where  large  monzonite  bodies  are  distant  and 
alteration  was  less  active. 

It  is  probable  that  no  one  of  these  beds  is  of  great  extent,  but  that  they  are  alj 
of  the  lenticular  type,  as  are  those  in  the  larger  formations,  where  the  facts  can 
be  determined. 

Recent  deposits. — Gravels  and  sands  of  four  distinct  kinds  are  found  in  the 
Bingham  district  and  the  adjoining  regions.  The  latest  are  the  gravel  deposits  which 
form  the  flood  plains  of  the  present  streams,  and  which  are  even  now  in  process  of 
construction  and  alteration.     Every  cloud-burst  and  freshet  carries  downstream  a 
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part  of  this  material,  depositing  it  here  and  cutting  it  away  there.  These  deposits 
are  mere  narrow  strips  and  are  confined  to  that  portion  of  the  stream  valley  which  is 
actually  reached  by  the  running  water  at  one  time  or  another. 

Of  similar  nature,  but  somewhat  earlier  in  date,  are  the  gravels,  sands,  and  clays 
that  form  the  surface  of  the  desert  valley  for  a  mile  or  two  out  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  These  are  of  somewhat  higher  elevation  than  the  flood-plain  gravels, 
and  extend  for  short  distances  up  the  principal  gulches  in  the  form  of  terraces.  At 
one  time  they  no  doubt  extended  as  far  up  the  gulches  as  the  present  gravels,  but 
the  narrow  strip  which  they  formed  has  almost  all  been  cut  out.  These  gravels 
were  deposited  by  running  water  in  situations  where  the  grade  did  not  give  power 
enough  to  move  the  waste  farther.  As  the  amount  of  water  and  the  grades  of  the 
stream  gradually  lessened  away  from  the  mountains,  the  deposited  waste  became 
finer  and  finer,  so  that  gravels  were  deposited  at  the  mountain  border  at  the  same 
time  that  clays  were  laid  down  farther  out  in  the  valley.  Both  north  and  south  of 
Bingham  Creek,  along  the  borders  of  the  desert  valley,  the  beds  of  desert  gravels  lie 
at  considerable  angles  and  are  far  from  being  in  a  uniform  plane.  In  general  they 
are  higher  on  the  divides  between  the  principal  drainage  lines,  as  would  be  expected 
in  the  case  of  water-laid  deposits. 

After  the  period  of  reduction  that  produced  the  desert  gravels,  stream  cutting 
became  active  again ;  the  streams  wore  their  channels  deeper,  and  the  former  deposits 
were  left  in  terraces  and  thin  sheets  between  the  renewed  courses  of  the  streams. 
This  process  has  gone  so  far  that  the  rock  underlying  the  gravels  is  brought  to  view 
on  practically  all  of  the  streams  within  a  mile  of  the  mountain  border. 

The  reason  for  this  second  cutting  is  not  certain.  Two  causes  might  have  con- 
tributed to  the  result.  By  an  increase  of  the  rainfall  the  streams  would  have  gained 
volume  and  power  and  would  have  been  able  to  transport  the  waste  over  flatter 
grades.  Thus,  starting  from  the  same  point  in  the  valley,  the  new  stream  cuts 
would  be  successively  deeper  upstream.  This  would  adequately  explain  the  renewal. 
The  present  situation  might  also  have  been  caused  by  an  uplift  of  the  region  which 
was  greater  in  the  mountain  section.  This  result  would  have  been  accomplished 
either  by  a  slight  folding  and  warping  or  by  movements  along  a  series  of  fault  planes. 
That  either  of  these  was  the  active  cause  of  the  renewal  of  stream  cutting  the 
evidence  is  insuflScient  to  decide.  More  weight  is  given  to  the  theory  of  fault 
movements,  however,  by  the  variety  of  elevation  of  the  high-level  gravels  and  the 
discordance  of  their  slopes  with  the  present  stream  grades.  Half  a  mile  above  the 
mouth  of  Carr  Fork,  for  instance,  a  considerable  terrace  deposit  Ues  nearly  flat, 
while  the  creek  has  a  considerable  fall.  .The  gravels  below  Highland  Boy  mine 
show  the  same  feature,  while  the  opposite  is  true  near  Lead  Mine.  NormaUy,  the 
deposits  near  Lead  Mine,  being  farther  downstream,  should  Ue  at  lower  angles. 
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The  grades  of  the  different  terraces  do  not  fall  into  any  system,  like  those  of  the 
flood  plains.  The  terrace  gravels  now  rest  at  grades  somewhat  steeper  than  those  of 
the  corresponding  gravels  that  are  now  forming  on  the  flood  plains.  This  is  best 
shown  in  the  terraces  that  extend  from  the  desert  gravels  up  the  north  side  of  the 
canyon  to  a  point  near  West  Mountain  placer.  At  that  point  the  tops  of  the  ter- 
race and  the  flood-plain  gravels  are  60  feet  apart  vertically,  w^hile  less  than  a  mile 
downstream  they  coalesce  and'  form  one  continuous  sheet.  On  the  other  hand, 
where  the  creek  emerges  upon  the  desert  valley  near  Lead  Mine  the  desert  gravel 
sheets  form  terraces  along  the  creek  like  those  farther  upstream,  but  much  higher 
above  the  flood  plain.  These  appear  to  slope  somewhat  more  rapidly  than  the  flood 
plain,  and  lie  at  different  heights  on  opposite  sides  of  the  creek,  although  the  opposing 
terraces  appear  to  be  the  same  in  every  respect  but  that  of  altitude.  Since  each 
terrace,  on  its  side  of  the  creek,  represents  the  period  of  cutting  preceding  that  which 
formed  the  present  flood  plain,  they  were  presumably  made  at  the  same  time. 
The  difference  in  height  is,  however,  more  than  should  be  expected  in  such  a  short 
distance  between  the  original  stream  bed  and  the  divides  of  adjacent  valleys.  The 
most  probable  explanation  is  that  a  fault  passes  down  the  valley  of  the  creek  in  a 
direction  a  Uttle  south  of  east,  along  which  the  formations  were  upthrown  on  the 
south.  Similar  gravel-capped  terraces  extend  up  the  main  creek  above  Bingham 
Canyon.  At  the  forks  of  the  creek  they  are  50  feet  higher  than  the  present  flood 
plain,  but  the  two  come  together  half  a  mile  upstream. 

In  Bear  Gulch,  above  Telegraph  mine,  there  is  an  extensive  gravel  deposit  which 
has  not  yet  been  invaded  by  the  recent  stream  cutting  (see  PI.  XLIV).  The  grade 
of  this  gravel  bed  is  con^derably  less  than  that  of  those  found  in  other  and  similar 
portions  of  the  headwaters,  although  the  creek  flow^s  over  practically  the  same  forma- 
tions. At  Te'egraph  mine,  just  below  this  deposit,  the  creek  falls  rapidly  and  its  back- 
ward cutting  is  at  a  maximum.  It  is  possible  that  this  deposit  is  of  a  local  nature 
and  has  always  stood  at  a  considerable  height  above  the  rest  of  the  headw^aters.  A 
sufficient  reason  for  this  may  be  found  in  the  barrier  of  quartzite  just  above  Tele- 
graph mine.  In  this  place  the  natural  durabiUty  of  the  quartzite  is  reenforced. 
Oxidation  of  the  sulphid^es  has  set  free  iron  oxides  and  hydrates  and  recemented  the 
jointed  and  broken  quartzites  so  effectively  that  they  form  a  definite  barrier.  The 
westward  extension  of  this  barrier  in  cliffs  is  seen  in  PI.  XLIV.  That  this  has  been 
in  existence  for  a  long  time  is  proved  by  the  shape  of  the  gravel  deposits,  which  con- 
tract downstream  to  that  point. 

No  history  so  clear  can  be  deduced  for  the  similar  deposits  above  the  mouth  of 
Carr  Fork,  although  there  is  a  noticeable  contraction  of  the  canyon  above  the  forks 
of  the  creek,  and  the  jointed  quartzites  are  more  or  less  recemented  by  iron  oxide. 
While  there  are  enough  resemblances  in  the  two  situations  to  suggest  a  similar  origin, 
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it  can  not  be  said  that  the  case  is  made  out  for  either  theory  of  the  renewal  of  stream 
cutting. 

Gravels  of  the  same  origin  as  those  of  Bear  Gulch  are  found  in  many  other 
gulches  within  the  district,  but  are  conspicuous  only  in  Pine  Canyon  and  Dry  Fork. 
They  are  of  precisely  the  same  origin  as  the  flood-plain  gravels,  for  they  occupy 
planation  slopes  at  the  bottoms  of  the  canyons  and  differ  from  the  gravels  of  the  flood 
plains  only  in  the  higher  grades  at  which  they  lie.  In  the  upper  parts  of  the  gulches 
they  have  been  left  untouched  by  recent  stream  cutting,  and  they  correspond  in 
time  of  formation  to  the  high-level  gravels  and  terraces.  The  slope  of  these  gravel 
deposits  increases  in  a  steady  curve  toward  their  heads.  In  practically  all  of  the 
planation  slopes  the  grade  is  too  steep  and  the  flow  of  water  too  swift  to  permit  the 
accumulation  of  fine  materials,  such  as  auriferous  sand.  The  only  respect  in  which 
these  planation  deposits  diflFer  from  the  usual  deposits  at  the  heads  ot  gulches  is  in 
their  width.  Most  of  the  gulches  have  V-shaped  bottoms  with  almost  no  develop- 
ment of  the  flood  plain.  In  Pine  Canyon,  however,  the  planation  slope  has  a  fairly 
constant  width  of  400  feet,  and  sections  across  the  slope  at  any  point  are  nearly 
horizontal  for  that  distance.  This  slope  also  resembles  those  in  Bear  Gulch,  which 
cufve  upward  toward  its  head,  but  have  a  much  smaller  actual  rise.  They  are  the 
results  of  the  same  process,  differing  merely  in  degree  as  the  local  conditions  vary. 

The  gravels  thus  formed,  both  at  high  and  low  levels,  are  composed  exclusively 
of  local  materials.  These  consist  almost  entirely  of  the  harder  portions  of  the  rocks, 
the  quartzite,  chert,  and  monzonite.  The  softer  portions,  such  as  sandy  shale, 
argillaceous- sandstone,  limestone,  and  marble,  do  not  survive  the  violent  wear  to 
which  they  are  subjected  in  the  stream  beds.  The  limestone  and  marble  fragments 
travel  down  the  slopes  scarcely  even  as  far  as  the  streams  before  being  worn  to 
powder. 

Many  streaks  of  auriferous  gravel  were  deposited  with  both  high-  and  low-level, 
terrace>  and  flood-plain  gravels.  By  the  oxidation  of  the  sulphide  ores,  the  gold 
was  freed  and  carried  downstream  with  the  other  heavy  and  durable  materials. 
Placers  have  been  operated  at  various  times  in  Bear  Gulch,  in  the  terraces  above 
Bingham,  an4  at  West  Mountain  placer,  the  gravels  thus  representing  the  high- 
level,  terrace,  and  flood-plain  types.  The  Bear  Gulch  gravels  are  above  any  con- 
siderably mass  of  sulphides,  and  seem  to  indicate  small  ore  bodies  that  are  more 
riqhly  auriferous  than  any  now  seen.  Near  Bingham  the  gravels  and  pay  sands 
accumulate  from  both  the  Old  Jordan,  Niagara,  and  Telegraph  areas,  where  the 
oxidized  sulphides  have  been  found  to  be  rich  in  gold.  The  cuttings  near  Bingham 
expose  an  old  stream  channel  filled  wdth  graVel  and  abandoned  during  the  later 
cutting  of  the  stream.  No  special  reason  can  be  seen  for  a  concentration  of  gold  at 
the  West  Mountain  placer.     Dry  Fork  enters  the  main  creek  immediately  above 
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the  placer  and  may  have  contributed  to  the  gold  content  of  the  gravels  where  its 
grades  were  lessened.     This  supposition,  however,  is  not  supported  by  any  evidence. 

What  appears  to  be  another  class  of  gravel  deposits  is  the  series  of  ferruginous 
conglomerates  found  along  the  higher  branches  of  Bingham  Creek.  These  are 
conspicuously  displayed  at  various  points  near  Old  Jordan  and  Niagara  mines  and 
between  Upper  Bingham  and  the  lower  part  of  Bingham.  On  Carr  Fork,  also,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Highland  Boy  mine,  they  are  ecjually  prominent.  The  general  appearance 
and  the  horizontal  attitude  of  these  beds  are  exhibited  in  PI.  XII,  and  a  specimen 
of  the  rocks  composing  them  is  shown  in  PI.  XIV,  B.  They  consist  of  fragments  of 
quartzite  a  few  inches  in  diameter  cemented  by  brown  hematite  and  limonite  and 
little,  if  any,  rounded.  The  layers  of  coarse  and  fine  quartzite  pebbles  are  preserved 
by  the  cement  just  as  they  were  deposited. 

Deposits  of  this  kind  follow  the  streams  closely,  being  seldom  more  than  20  feet 
above  the  water  level.  Those  on  Carr  Fork,  below  the  Highland  Boy  mine,  are 
slightly  higher.  No  gravels  of  the  present  flood  plains  seem  to  have  been  thus 
recemented.  The  ferruginous  conglomerates  are  developed  along  streams  that 
drain  large  areas  of  sulphide-bearing  limestones,  but  they  are  not  confined  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  limestones.  They  are  even  more  prominent  half  a  mile 
below  the  Telegraph  mine,  for  instance,  where  the  country  rock  is  monzonite,  than 
they  are  near  the  limestone  bodies.  Naturally,  however,  the  ferruginous  material 
would  work  downstream  from  its  source  and  collect  at  favorable  points.  The  con- 
ditions favoring  the  formation  of  these  deposits  seem  to  have  been  the  existence  of 
large  bodies  of  sulphide  ores  and  a  considerable  slackening  of  the  stream  grades. 
Above  the  large  limestone  bodies  there  are  none  of  these  conglomerates,  nor  are  any 
fonned  in  the  steeper  gulches  or  on  the  hillsides  of  the  limestone  areas.  They  are 
equally  absent  from  the  limestone  areas  where  there  is  no  considerable  body  of 
sulphides.  Where  the  grades  slacken  materially  the  conglomerates  first  appear  and 
extend  for  considerable  distanced  downstream.  They  are  not  seen,  however,  below 
the  junction  of  Carr  Fork  and  Bingham  Creek,  or  in  any  localities  more  remote  from 
the  principal  sulphide  bodies. 

These  conglomerates  strongly  resemble  the  gossans  which  mark  the  outcrop  of 
the  sulphide  masses.  In  the  gossans,  however,  the  hydrates  have  not  been  trans- 
ported far  from  the  sulphides,  nor  have  they  any  association  with  the  stream  beds. 
The  conglomerates  resemble  even  more  strongly  the  ferruginous  breccias  formed  in 
the  quartzite  along  the  lines  of  the  mineralized  fissures.  The  quartzite  fragments 
of  each  kind  are  angular,  and  the  cementing  material  is  the  same  and  is  derived  from 
the  same  source.  The  fissure  breccias,  however,  usuallv  form  vertical  sheets,  wliile 
the  conglomerates  are  nearly  horizontal.  The  fissure  breccias  are  found  at  all  eleva- 
tions, cutting  straight  across  the  steepest  slopes  and  bearing  no  relation  to  the  drain- 
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age  lines.  The  fissure  breccias,  also,  are  widely  distributed  throughout  the  entire 
mining  district  and  not  limited  to  small  strips  along  the  streams  near  the  large  sul- 
phide bodies.  The  ferruginous  conglomerates  contain  a  very  much  greater  amount 
pf  iron  hydrates,  being  more  like  the  gossans  in  that  respect.  Near  Old  Jordan  the 
two  are  strongly  contrasted,  in  the  gossan  along  the  Galena  fissure,  just  above  the 
Old  Jordan  mine  (in  the  foreground  of  PI.  XXXVIII),  and  the  ferruginous  con- 
glomerate immediately  below  it.  On  the  summits  of  the  ridges  north  and  south  of 
the  mine  is  seen  the  third  kind,  the  fissure  breccia. 

IGNEOUS   ROCKS. 

Cutting  through  or  resting  upon  the  Carboniferous  strata  of  this  region  are 
found  many  igneous  rocks.  These  are  of  two  classes,  intrusive  and  extrusive. 
The  rocks  of  the  former  class  appear  as  monzonites  and  allied  rocks,  breaking 
through  and  metamorphosing  the  strata  of  the  mountains.  Those  of  the  latter 
class  are  andesite  and  allied  porphyries,  which  border  the  mountains  and  floor 
the  desert  under  a  variable  cover  of  recent  gravels.  The  monzonites  were  formed 
at  considerable  depths  and  under  great  pressure;  the  andesites  were  poured  forth 
upon  a  preexisting  surface.  The  interval  of  time  between  them  is  unknown,  but 
probably  was  great  enough  to  permit  the  present  larger  topographic  features  to 
be  carved,  so  that  they  controlled  the  form  of  the  andesite  flows. 

Alonzonite  and  momonite-porphyry, — This  is  the  largest  formation  in  the 
Bingham  district  except  the  Bingham  quartzite.  It  forms  many  large  and  small 
irregular  bodies  in  the  mountains  lying  east  and  northeast  of  West  Mountain, 
in  a  group  about  1  mile  wide  and  4  miles  long.  The  two  largest  are  that  which 
lies  at  the  heads  of  Carr  Fork  and  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  that  which  reaches 
from  Highland  Boy  to  Upper  Bingham.  Most  of  the  monzonite  bodies  are  con- 
nected with  one  another  at  the  surface.  They  are  also  more  common  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Bingham  quartzite  and  may  unite  at  considerable  depth. 

The  monzonites  are  in  all  cases  intrusive  into  the  sedimentary  strata,  and 
the  usual  contact  phenomena  of  intrusive  bodies  accompany  them.  Whether 
the  intrusion  occurred  prior  to  or  after  the  folding  can  not  be  determined  in  this 
region.  In  many  cases  sills  of  the  monzonite  lie  between  the  sedimentary  layers, 
tilted  at  the  same  angle  and  as  if  by  the  same  process.  They  may  have  been 
intruded  into  the  quartzites  and  limestones  at  a  much  later  period,  however,  and 
have  simply  followed  the  stratification  planes.  The  usual  contact  of  the  mon- 
zonite is  extremely  irregular,  and  may  vary  within  a  very  short  distance  from  a 
course  that  is  parallel  to  the  beds  to  one  that  lies  directly  across  them.  No  posi- 
tion can  be  assumed  to  be  the  type  or  the  rule,  and  accordingly  it  is  not  possible 
to  determine  the  age  of  the  igneous  mass  with  reference  to  the  folding.  The  facts 
in  other  regions  may  throw  light  upon  this  question. 
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The  monzonites  are  exceptionally  irregular  in  form,  and,  as  regards  structure, 
fall  into  two  classes — (1)  masses  that  break  irregularly  across  the  strata,  and 
(2)  sills  that  lie  for  the  most  part  parallel  to  the  strata  and  between  them.  The 
latter  are  comparatively  thin,  but  their  outcrops  can  be  traced  for  long  distances. 
The  intrusive  masses  of  the  former  class  have  great  breadth  and  thickness  as  well 
as  length,  and  clearly  have  displaced  large  masses  of  the  older  quartzites  and 
limestones.  The  monzonites  have  a  decided  family  resemblance  throughout  the 
region;  and,  although  they  show  local  changes,  they  are  probably  variations  of 
one  magma.  Two  general  lithologic  varieties  are  seen.  The  principal  one  is 
typified  by  the  great  masses  between  Carr  F'ork  and  Bingham  Canyon  and  con- 
sists of  a  massive  holocrystalline  rock  of  medium  grain  and  dark  color.  The  other 
appears  in  many  of  the  smaller  dikes  and  sills,  as  at  the  Fortune  and  Zelnora  mines, 
and  consists  of  a  coarsely  porphyritic  rock  of  gray  color.  The  latter  are  directly 
connected  with  the  former  at  the  surface  and  in  the  same  rock  mass.  Between 
these  two  extremes  there  are  sundrv  facies  of  texture. 

ft' 

The  monzonite  is  usually  a  dark,  gray,  brown,  or  black  rock,  whose  surfaces 
weather  gray  or  rusty  brown.  The  gray  aspect  is  due  to  the  feldspar,  especially 
in  the  porphyritic  varieties,  and  increases  with  the  amount  of  that  mineral,  while 
the  darker  colors  are  caused  b}"  the  biotite,  hornblende,  and  augite.  A  rusty 
and  brown  appearance  is  often  caused  by  the  oxidation  of  the  iron-bearing  miner- 
als, while  decomposition  of  the  feldspars  in  other  places  gives  a  whitish  surface 
to  tiie  rock.  The  monzonite  is  composed  principally  of  feldspar,  with  biotite, 
hornblende,  augite,  and  quartz.  All  of  these  may  appear  in  one  rock,  or  the  feld- 
spars may  occur  with  any  combination  of  the  others.  As  a  rule,  the  orthoclase 
feldspars  are  numerous;  in  places,  however,  plagioclase  feldspar  prevails  and  the 
rock  has  a  dioritic  facies.  Quartz  is  rarely  seen  in  the  hand  specimen,  but  appears 
frequently  in  the  thin  section.  It  varies  considerably  in  amount,  and  in  places 
its  quantity  is  sufficient  to  give  the  rock  a  decided  resemblance  to  granite.  In 
the  porphyritic  varieties  small,  corroded  phenocrysts  of  quartz  are  sometimes 
to  be  seen.  Usually,  however,  quartz  is  not  a  prominent  constituent  of  the  rock. 
Besides  the  principal  constituents,  feldspar,  biotite,  hornblende,  and  augite,  and 
the  minerals  of  the  metalliferous  deposits,  there  are  few  coarse  minerals  to  be  seen 
in  the  monzonite.  Magnetite,  pyrite,.and  chalcopyritcare  found  in  small  grains 
and  are  widely  distributed  through  the  rock.  One  or  more  of  them  is  found  in 
every  thin  section.  Epidote  appears  here  and  there,  but  very  sparingly.  A 
little  secondary  calcite,  chlorite,  and  nuiscovite  are  also  found.  The  composition 
of  the  rock  is  simple,  and  practically  all  of  the  minerals  are  visible  to  the  eye  in 
one  place  or  another.     Its  analysis  is  gjven  on  [)age  17S. 

In  the  monzonite-porphyry  two  generations  of  minerals  are  found — (1)  the 
porphyritic,  in  crystals  from  one-eighth  to  one-half  inch  long,  and  (2)  the  ground- 
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mass,  of  granular  nature,  in  which  the  crystals  range  from  one-eighth  of  an  inch 
down  to  microscopic  size.  Feldspar  and  biotite  are  the  minerals  which  usually 
compose  the  phenocrysts.  PjToxene  is  much  less  common  than  the  other  miner- 
als, either  in  the  phenocrysts  or  in  the  groundmass.  One  section  shows  pheno- 
crysts of  quartz,  wliich  are  ver}'  uncommon.  Phenocr\'sts  of  orthoclase  (PI.  IX,  A) 
are  conspicuous  in  the  porph^Ty  north  of  the  Fortune  mine.  In  the  groundmass, 
however,  both  orthoclase  and  plagioclase  feldspars  are  usually  present.  Por- 
phyritic  biotite  characterizes  the  bodies  of  the  formation  south  of  Telegraph  and 
Niagara  mines.  This  variety  of  the  monzonite-porphyr}'  is  also  marked  by  a 
very  fine  grain,  most  of  the  minerals  being  of  microscopic  size.  This  rock  when 
fresh  is  of  light-gray  color,  and  underground  it  is  verj'  difficult  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  quartzite  and  the  cherty  marble.     On  the  surface,  also,  the  same  diffi- 

■ 

culty  is  encountered,  for  the  porphj^ry  weathers  in  fine,  structureless  fragments 
that  are  remarkably  Uke  the  limestone  and  quartzite.  In  PI.  IX,  B,  showing  a 
specimen  of  weathered  monzonite-porphyrj'^,  is  seen  the  extent  to  which  the  appear- 
ance of  the  rock  is  changed.  It  very  closely  resembles  the  weathered  siliceous 
marble  and  quartzite,  and  only  by  the  more  or  less  bleached  crystals  of  biotite 
can  the  porphyry  be  distinguished  from  the  other  rocks. 

The  fine-grained  monzonite  is  not  confined  to  the  two  localities  above  men- 
tioned, but  is  often  to  be  seen  near  the  contact  of  the  monzonite  with  the  other 
lormations,  in  the  smaller  intrusive  bodies,  and  even  in  the  large  masses  (PI.  X,,  A). 
The  smaller  portions  are  not  always  characterized  b}^  this  fine  grain,  however, 
but  frequently  are  composed  of  monzonite-porphjiy  of  coarser  grain  than  that 
seen  in  some  of  the  largest  masses.  The  great  body  of  monzonite  surrounding 
the  Last  Chance  mine,  for  instance,  contains  no  rock  so  coarse  as  that  which  is 
found  in  the  narrow  sill  that  passes  through  the  Fortune  mine  (PL  IX,  w^)  or  as 
that  which  appears  in  one  or  two  of  the  narrow  dikes  at  the  head  of  Carr  Fork 
and  Tooele  Canyon.  In  a  general  way,  however,  it  seems  clear  that  the  forma- 
tion is  coarser  in  the  eastern  bodies.  The  average  appearance  of  the  rock  is  illus- 
trated in  PL  IX,  By  which  represents  a  sample  from  the  Old  Jordan  mine. 

The  variations  in  the  thickness  of  the  monzonite  masses  are  extreme,  as  might 
be  expected  from  its  nature,  ilany  of  the  minor  dikes  and  sills  are  less  than  a 
foot  thick,  wliile  around  Last  Chance  is  exposed  a  mass  a  mile  long,  a  half  mile 
wide,  and  at  least  a  thousand  feet  deep.  .Around  Upper  Bingham  is  a  body  simi- 
larl}^  great.  That  these  figures  represent  the  original  size  of  the  monzonite  masses 
is  not  at  all  certain.  Faults  are  numerous,  and  by  them  the  original  thickness 
may  have  been  either  increased  or  decreased.  There  are  countless  jomt  planes, 
slight  motions  along  wliich  are  also  caj)able  of  distorting  the  original  mass. 

When  due  allowance  is  made  for  later  changes  in  size,  it  is  clear  that  the  mon- 
zonite was  forced  into  the  sediments  in  great  bulk.     This  necessitated  changes 
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of  corresponding  magnitude  in  the  quartzites  and  limestones.     The  conditions 

which  controlled  the  intrusion  of  the  monzonite  are  rather  obscure.     It  has  angular 

areas,  but  it  is  extensively  faulted,  so  that  its  present  outlines  are  due  in  part  to 

faulting.     In  many  places,  however,  where  there  is  no  indication  of  faulting,  the 

monzonite  outlines  are  equally  angular.     They  were  due,  therefore,  to  some  initial 

weakness  in  the  quartzite.     A  quartzite  bed  when  strained  was  most  likely  either 

to  part  along  the  sedimentary  planes  or  to  break  across  them  at  wide  angles.    Thus?      /^<»/.  s^^^i**^ 

when  the  quartzites  were  forced  apart  there  was  in  them  a  general  tendency  to 

open  for  the  entrance  of  the  monzonite  either  along  tlie  strata  or  abruptly  across 

them.     From  this  would  ensue  much  of  the  extreme  irregularity  of  outline  shown 

by  the  monzonite. 

The  disruption  of  the  quartzite  and  the  advance  of  the  monzonite  was  accom- 
panied by  the  production  here  and  there  of  breccias  of  the  two.  As  a  rule  the  break 
was  rather  clean  and  the  two  formations  now  adjoin  each  other  along  sharply  defined 
planes.  Breccias  of  this  kind,  while  they  are  in  no  way  conspicuous,  are  most  com- 
mon in  the  eastern  part  of  the  district.  As  is  to  be  expected  from  the  great  bulk  of 
the  quartzite,  most  of  the  breccias  are  composed  of  monzonite  and  quartzite.  Marble 
or  limestone  is  rarely  associated  in  that  way  with  monzonite.  The  fragments  are 
measured  by  inches  and  seldom  exceed  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  those  of  quartzite 
are  more  numerous  than  the  others. 

Fragments  of  other  rocks  are  also  found  included  in  the  monzonite,  far  from 
its  visible  borders.  Possibly  fragments  of  the  sediments  were  swept  upward  by  the 
moving  mass  into  its  upper  portions,  which  now  have  been  removed  by  erosion.  A 
fact  supporting  that  supposition  is  the  appearance  southeast  of  the  Telegraph  mine  of 
homblende-diorite  fragments  within  the  monzonite.  No  areas  of  this  diorite  occur 
at  the  surface  in  this  region,  so  the  fragments  have  been  brought  up  from  below. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  the  small  dikes  where  (he  upper  parts  of  the  intrusive  are 
now  seen  there  are  practically  no  fragments. 

The  intrusive  masses  were,  of  course,  much  hotter  than  the  sedimentary  strata 
and  would  cause  sudden  expansion  of  the  sediments  near  the  contact.  This  would 
tend  to  shatter  the  strata  and  produce  breccias.  The  fragments  so  formed  were 
cooler  and  perhaps  denser  than  the  monzonite,  and  thus  tended  to  sink  through  it 
until  they  were  equally  hot.  In  this  way  as  fast  as  they  were  formed  the  breccias 
may  have  been  taken  into  the  intrusive  body.  The  transmission  of  heat  in  rocks 
is  very  slow,  so  that  ample  time  would  have  been  allowed  for  the  removal  of  the 
fragments. 

A  process  of  this  nature,  which  has  been  termed  ^'magmatic  stoping,^'  would 
account  in  considerable  measure  for  the  apparent  disappearance  of  large  quantities 
of  the  sedimentary  rocks  where  the  greatest  intrusions  of  monzonite  took  place. 
Around  the  larger  areas  of  the  monzonite  the  sediments  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
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dislocated  by  amounts  equal  to  the  mass  of  the  monzonite,  nor  are  the  quantities 
of  visible  breccias  in  any  way  commensurate  with  the  force  which  must  have  been 
applied  or  with  the  rigid  nature  of  the  quartzite.  By  the  continuance  of  such  a 
process  large  amounts  of  the  sedimentary  strata  could  have  been  replaced  by  mon- 
zonite without. great  dislocation.  Some  such  supposition  seems  desirable  to  account 
for  the  facts.  It  is  not,  however,  supported  by  the  existence  in  the  larger  masses 
of  monzonite  of  proportionate  quantities  of  included  fragments.  It  is  possible  that 
erosion  has  not  laid  bare  those  portions  of  the  monzonite  where  the  inclusions  were 
numerous.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  included  fragments  were  rendered  fluid  and 
absorbed  into  the  monzonite  itself.  No  partly  absorbed  fragments  were  observed, 
however. 

Certain  other  features  of  the  intrusion  are  adverse  to  the  theory  of  ^  'stoping.' ' 
Most  of  the  inclusions  of  quartzite  and  limestone  are  small  fragments,  a  few^  inches 
or  less  in  diameter.  Some,  however,  are  very  large,  being  300  or  400  feet  in  length 
and  far  separated  from  their  parent  masses.  They  are  oriented  in  various  direc- 
tions, just  as  if  they  had  been  poised  or  floated.  This  apparent  hydrostatic  equi- 
librium explains  the  seeming  ease  with  which  the  great  masses  of  quartzite  and 
limestone  were  forced  apart  j^et  at  the  same  time  held  in  the  same  general  positions 
throughout.  That  the  monzonite  was  thoroughly  fluid  seems  clear  from  the  extreme 
thinness  of  many  of  its  layers.  Fractures  were  formed,  of  course,  or  the  intrusive 
rock  could  not  have  entered,  but  they  appear  to  have  been  speedily  filled  by  the 
intrusive,  with  little  displacement  of  the  masses  as  a  whole.  It  is  difficult,  therefore, 
to  reconcile  this  apparent  flotation  with  the  sinking  required  by  magmatic  stoping. 

The  monzonite  has  been  much  less  altered  in  composition  than  the  limestone- 
quartzite  series.  It  shared,  of  course,  in  the  faulting  of  the  region,  as  is  abundantly 
shown  on  the  ground  by  the  offsets,  straight-cut  contacts,  and  breccias.  Metamor- 
phism  Uke  that  in  the  sediments,  due  to  contact  with  the  monzonite,  of  course  did 
not  affect  the  latter.  All  changes  that  could  have  been  \iTought  by  the  heat  which 
it  possessed  had  been  already  accomplished.  Its  minerals  were  formed  under  great 
heat  and  pressure,  conditions  which  were  changed  by  the  intrusion  only  near  the 
contacts.  Nor  is  there  visible  much  alteration  of  the  monzonite  from  contact 
reactions.  It  has  the  usual  finer  grain  in  that  situation  and  in  addition  a  more 
siliceous  composition.  This  alteration  is  of  the  same  class  as  the  siliceous  alteration 
of  the  sediments.  Doubtless  it  is  due  to  the  circulation  of  the  same  silica-bearing 
waters  that  affected  the  quartzites  and  limestones  near  the  contacts.  It  is  more 
prominent  in  the  finer  varieties  of  the  monzonite,  but  that  is  perhaps  due  to  the  fact 
that  these  finer  varieties  are  also  more  common  near  the  contacts.  Further  altera- 
tions took  place  at  various  later  dates.  These  are  discussed  under  the  heading 
*'Metamorphism''  (p.  62),  and  are  mainly  of  the  nature  of  mineralization  near 
fissures. 
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Andesite  and  andesite-porphyry. — The  second  or  desert  group  of  igneous  rocks 
in  this  district  lies  east  of  the  Oquirrh  Mountains  and  consists  of  andesite,  andesite- 
porphyry,  and  andesitic  breccia.  These  rocks  abut  against  the  Carboniferous 
quartzites  and  Umestones  of  the  mountains  and  are  there  exposed  in  considerable 
bodies.  Andesite  appears  also  for  a  mile  or  more  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
wherever  the  streams  have  cut  through  the  thin  cover  of  Quaternary  giavels.  It 
is,  therefore,  probable  that  a  large  part  of  the  Salt  Lake  Vallej^  along  the  mountain 
border  is  also  underlain  by  andesitic  rocks.  South  of  Butterfield  Canyon,  also,  in 
the  cross  range  which  separates  the  valleys  of  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Utah  Lake,  an 
immense  body  of  andesite  and  andesitic  breccia  is  seen,  apparently  the  continuation 
of  that  which  is  exposed  at  intervals  in  the  desert  lying  farther  north. 

Most  of  the  formation  consists  of  massive  or  porphyritic  andesites.  Large 
masses  of  the  breccia  are  seen,  however,  in  the  exposures  near  the  Oquirrh  Moun- 
tains. The  rock  of  the  andesite  group  seems  to  have  been  deposited  as  an  overflow 
upon  an  existing  surface.  Its  contact  with  the  Carboniferous  rocks  is  almost  inva- 
riably covered  with  loose  quartzite  wash,  so  that  its  exact  nature  has  not  been  deter- 
mined. At  certain  points,  for  instance,  near  Dalton  and  Lark  mine,  it  appears  to 
cut  across  the  edges  of  the  quartzite  like  a  dike.  Half  a  mile  farther  north  a  similar 
but  less  definite  arrangement  is  seen.  Usually,  however,  the  andesitic  rocks  occupy 
low  ground  around  and  between  the  quartzites,  as  if  deposited  in  previously  formed 
hollows.  Possibly  the  mass  at  the  Dalton  and  Lark  mine  occupies  one  of  the  vents 
through  which  came  the  bulk  of  the  formation.  It  is  equally  possible  that  the 
visible  arrangement  is  due  to  subsecjuent  faulting. 

The  andesites  are  usually  fine-  or  medium-grained  rocks  of  dark  color.  Exposure 
and  disintegration  produce  a  light- or  dark-gray  color  through  the  alteration  c?f  th(^ 
feldspars.  In  most  places  the  rock  has  a  porphyritic  habit.  While  this  is  seldom 
conspicuous,  occasionally  the  phenocr^sts  are  coarse  and  large,  as,  for  instance,  one- 
half  mile  northeast  and  east  of  Fortune  mine. 

The  principal  minerals  of  the  andesite  are  plagioclase  feldspar,  green  horn- 
blende, augite,and  biotite.  Besides  these  there  are  small  amounts  of  quartz, 
orthoclase,  magnetite,  pyrite,  and  chlorite.  Of  these  minerals  the  plagioclase, 
hornblende,  and  augite  appear  as  phenocrysts.  The  feldspar  usually  forms  stubby 
crystals.  In  one  instance  the  crystals  are  slim,  with  a  somewhat  ophitic  structure. 
The  hornblende  and  augite  form  irregular  and  patchy  crjstals.  The  same  minerals 
appear  in  the  groundmass  in  very  fine  grains  and  crystals.  Chemical  examination 
indicates  an  approach  to  latite  in  composition. 

Portions  of  the  formation  consist  of  andesite  fragments,  less  than  a  foot  in 
diameter,  embedded  in  a  matrix  of  andesite.  The  fragments  are  of  about  the  same 
composition  as  the  matrix  and  probably  result  from  the  partial  solidification  and 
breaking  up  of  the  lava  as  it  flowed.     In  this  respect  they  differ  little  from  some  of 
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the  monzonite  contact  breccias,  but  are  quite  unlike  other  breccias  shown  in  the 
mountains,  where  the  monzonite  was  crushed  by  faulting  movements  that  took 
place  long  after  its  intrusion. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Lead  Mine  one  of  these  breccias  rests  upon  a  surface  of  decayed 
andesite  and  soil.  From  this  it  is  evident  that  one  breccia  ted  flow  followed  an 
interval  of  exposure  to  erosion.  The  lapse  of  time  shown  thereby  was  probably 
not  great.  In  PI.  XI  the  horizontal  arrangement  and  coarse  texture  of  the  breccias 
are  shown.  Apparently  they  conform  nearly  to  the  present  surface  and  have  not 
been  greatly  eroded  since  their  formation.  Thus  is  furnished  a  probability  of  their 
recent  origin.  On  the  other  hand,  they  have  probably  been  displaced  by  faults, 
as  was  suggested  under  the  heading  *' Recent  deposits^'  (p.  45).  It  can  only  be 
definitely  stated,  therefore,  that  they  are  the  youngest  of  the  consolidated  formations. 

STRUCTURE. 

The  different  kinds  •of  structure  shown  in  this  region  include  folds,  faults, 
fissures,  joints,  and  possibly  a  small  amount  of  dynamic  metamorphism.  The 
most  important  of  these  are  the  folds  and  faults.  The  folds  are  of  large  dimensions 
and  their  axes  pitch  toward  the  northwest.  The  principal  outlines  of  the  formations 
are  due  to  the  folds,  which  curve  the  strata  in  broad,  sweeping  bands,  the  general 
course  of  each  formation  being  a  quarter  circle  that  passes  eastward  through  east- 
erly, northeasterly,  and  northerly  courses.  Faults  are  found  in  great  numbers 
wherever  the  formations  are  distinctive  enough  to  show  displacements,  and  undoubt- 
edly many  more  occur  which  can  not  be  detected.  Their  general  effect  has  been 
to  chop  up  into  sections  the  already  warped  strata. 

Folds, — The  folds  exhibited  are  of  two  kinds,  broad  open  flexures  whose  dips 
persist  for  miles,  and  small  rolls,  whose  dimensions  are  measured  by  a  few  hundred 
feet.  Of  the  former  class  only  one  appears  within  the  Bingham  district — a  syn- 
clinal fold  whose  axis  passes  in  a  northwest  direction  just  below  the  mouth  of  Carr 
Fork.  On  the  southwest  side  of  the  axis  the  rocks  dip  toward  the  north  and  on 
the  northeast  side  they  dip  toward  the  west.  Thus,  they  constitute  a  fold  which 
pitc*,hes  toward  the  northwest  and  brings  to  the  surface  successively  younger  beds 
in  that  direction.  On  account  of  this  pitch  the  oldest  Carboniferous  strata  of  the 
district,  which  appear  in  Butterfield  Canyon,  are  not  exhibited  in  any  other  part 
of  the  district,  but  are  overlain  elsewhere  by  the  younger  quartzites  and  limestones 
in  the  order  of  their  deposition.  Thus,  the  youngest  rocks  shown  within  the  area 
of  the  map  are  those  appearing  north  and  northeast  of  Markham  Peak.  The 
syncline  which  passes  near  Carr  Fork  might  well  be  called  the  Bingham  syncline. 
The  anticline  corresponding  to  it  is  seen  in  the  upper  part  of  Butterfield  Canyon 
just  outside  of  the  area  shown  on  the  accompanying  map.  This  has  the  same 
T'orth  west  ward  pitch,  so  that  the  formations  on  its  west  side  dip  approximately 
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westward  and  parallel  the  line  of  the  Oquirrh  Mountains  from  Butterfield  Canyon 
southward.  Similar  large  folds  characterize  the  Oquirrh  Mountains  throughout 
their  extent,  and  their  axes  have  approximately  the  same  northwestern  trend 
and  pitch.  These  folds  were  produced  during  the  first  known  deformation  of  the 
region,  by  compression  in  a  northeast-southwest  direction.  By  them  the  uplift 
of  the  region  was  initiated  and  to  them  is  due  the  greater  part  of  the  actual  uplift. 

The  folds  of  the  second  order,  which  are  recognized  in  the  different  mines 
under  the  term  '^rolls,'*  are  not  so  clearl}"  of  this  origin.  They  seldom  affect  the 
outcrop  of  the  formations,  but  have  been  observed  in  several  mines  in  working 
out  the  ore  bodies  and  the  contacts  of  limestone  and  quartzit^e.  They  are  local 
warpings  in  a  general  plane  of  dip  rather  than  well-defined  folds  with  dips  in  oppo- 
site directions.  The  dips,  which  are  reversed  or  contrary  to  the  prevailing  dip 
in  the  locality,  are  usually  very  slight  and  hardly  more  than  flat.  In  the  Niagara 
mine  a  roll  has  been  worked  out  along  an  ore  body.  The  average  dip  in  the  locality 
is  30°  to  the  north,  but  for  a  width  of  a  few  feet  north  and  south  of  the  rolh  this  is 
replaced  by  a  light,  nearly  flat  dip  to  the  south. 

These  minor  folds  appear  to  be  somewhat  complicated  by  faults  and  are 
associated  with  them.  It  is  possible  that  they  are  in  part  due  to  dislocation 
along  fault  planes.  As  the  different  blocks  of  the  earth's  crust  moved  past 
one  another  they  were  undoubtedly  more  or  less  dragged,  one  upon  the  other. 
Unless  the  faults  were  absolutely  parallel  in  plane,  when  motion  took  place  there 
would  be  a  certain  amount  of  wedging  together  and  compression  of  some  of  the 
fault  blocks.  This  might  readily  have  caused  local  folds  of  this  order.  That 
such  is  the  case,  however,  can  not  be  definitely  stated. 

Faults, — The  second  and  most  obvious  result  of  deformation  in  this  region 
is  the  system  of  faults  that  cut  across  the  formations,  causing  offsets  in  the  lines 
of  outcrop.  These  are  of  all  grades  of  magnitude,  ranging  from  breaks  that  have  a 
throw  of  800  feet  down  to  miniature  displacements  a  few  inches  in  extent.  Where 
the  formations  adjoining  the  plane  of  fracture  are  not  visibly  offset  past  each  other 
the  break  is  not  called  a  fault,  although  it  may  have  the  same  nature  and  origin 
as  those  on  which  the  great  offsets  took  place.  These  minor  displacements  have 
the  magnitude  and  appearance  of  joint  planes,  except  that  they  are  more  con- 
tinuous in  extent  and  more  regular  in  attitude. 

As  a  rule  the  plane  of  the  fault  is  a  clean-cut  break  that  is  attended  by  very 
little  local  disturbance  of  the  adjoining  strata.  In  a  few  places  there  is  to  be  seen 
a  slight  bending  of  the  adjoining  strata  due  to  friction  and  to  dragging  of  the 
displaced  masses.  Somewhat  more  common  than  this  feature  are  breccias  of  the 
ground-up  strata  du(>  to  the  same  friction.  In  the  fault  pianos  which  can  be  seen 
the  breccias  seldom  extend  more  than  a  few  inches  away  from  the  fault.     In  places. 
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Underground  workings  of  the  Telegraph  mine  also  extend  the  known  depth  of  the 
fault  planes  by  several  hundred  feet  more.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Highland  Boy 
mine  the  topographic  relief  is  somewhat  stronger  and  somewhat  greatf^r.  Height 
and  depth  of  the  fault  planes  are  shown  thereby. 

The  faults  intersect  both  the  sediments  and  the  monzonite  and  are  younger 
than  either.  Some  sUght  evidence  as  to  their  age  can  be  obtained  from  the  physiog- 
raphy also.  From  the  shape  of  the  surface  and  the  entire  absence  of  fault  scarps 
it  can  be  argued  that  the  faults  are  not  recent.  Along  some  faults  west  of  Old 
Jordan  and  Telegraph  mines  the  quartzite  stands  up  above  the  limestone;  along 
others  there  is  no  relief.  The  effect  which  the  faults  produce  upon  the  topography 
can  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  different  solubility  of  quartzite  and  limestone.  It 
is  true  that  the  highly  jointed  character  of  the  quartzites  would  prevent  the  fault 
scarps  from  persisting  unless  they  happened  to  be  mineralized.  This  was  locally 
the  case  in  the  Bingham  quartzite,  and  the  fault  zone  itself  stands  up  instead  of  the 
adjoining  rocks.  (See  PL  XIII.)  Just  west  of  Highland  Boy  the  footwall  of  the 
Yampa  limestone  is  offset  by  a  fault,  and  makes  an  apparent  scarp.  This,  however, 
is  prominent  merely  because  it  is  mineralized  and  more  resistant  than  the  adjacent 
jointed  quartzites.  After  making  due  allowance  for  this,  however,  it  is  clear  that 
the  faults  are  not  very  recent.  Beyond  this  fact  and  the  certainty  that  the  faults 
are  later  than  the  monzonite  intrusion,  no  evidence  of  their  age  can  be  found  in  this 
limited  area. 

Unlike  the  system  of  folds,  the  faults  give  no  evidence  that  they  were  caused 
by  lateral  compression  of  the  earth's  surface.  Their  planes  are  vertical  or  very 
steep,  and  the  motion  up  or  down  along  the  breaks  does  not  presuppose  any  general 
shortening  of  the  earth's  crust.  Local  shortening  and  compression  may  have  taken 
place  in  connection  with  the  minor  rolls,  as  already  stated,  but  there  is  no  adequate 
evidence  of  either  a  general  shortening  or  a  general  lengthening  of  the  earth's  crust 
when  the  faults  were  formed.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  faulting  can  not  be 
stated  with  certainty.  The  faults  were,  of  course,  forced  upon  the  Bingham  strata 
by  rocks  which  were  stronger  than  they  were  and  which  were  under  great  strain. 
This  strain  was  satisfied  by  the  yielding  and  breaking  of  the  formations  along  their 
weakest  planes.  These  planes  could  have  been  developed  in  a  vertical  direction 
across  the  strata  onty  near  bodies  of  rocks  which  were  vertical  in  their  trend.  Since, 
therefore,  such  bodies  are  neither  shown  here  at  the  surface  nor  likelv  to  exist  beneath 
these  slightty  folded  visible  strata,  it  is  probable  that  the  breaks  were  initiated 
in  some  crystalHne  or  igneous  rocks  that  lay  below  the  sedimentary  strata.  To 
try  to  analyze  the  causes  of  the  faults  in  this  region  further  than  this  would  be  mere 
speculation. 

Fissures. — It  is  probable  that  the  faults,  which  have  great  or  little  throw,  and 
the  vertical  fissures,  which  have  little  or  no  throw,  are  formed  in  the  same  way. 
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the  fissures  and  faults  might  perhaps  be  considered  an  indication  of  a  difference  in 
origin.  Such  a  difference  is  not  probable,  however,  except  in  respect  to  time.  The 
prevailing  direction  of  the  fissures  coincides  with  the  trend  of  the  Oquirrh  Mountains. 
It  is  also  the  same  as  the  line  between  the  mountains  and  desert  vallevs  in  this 
locality.  These  coincidences,  however,  are  probably  merely  fortuitous,  and  do  not 
indicate  that  the  phenomena  noted  have  a  common  cause.  Since  there  is  little  or 
no  displacement  on  the  fissures,  they  could  not  have  affected  the  altitudes  of  the 
mountain  mass  or  the  desert  areas  materially.  Nor  would  their  influence  be  great 
through  erosion  of  the  surface,  for  they  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  break  up  the 
strata  along  any  given  lines.  In  this  respect  their  influence  is  far  exceeded  by  the 
joints. 

Joints. — In  the  description  of  the  individual  formations  frequent  mention  was 
made  of  the  joint  planes.  These  are  extremely  common  in  the  Bingham  district 
and,  in  fact,  are  to  be  observed  in  great  numbers  in  ever^^  outcrop.  They  intersect 
the  rock  at  a  great  many  angles,  ranging  from  horizontal  to  vertical  and  occur  at 
intervals  of  a  few  inches.  Through  them  the  rock  breaks  up  and  is  removed  by 
erosion,  rather  than  by  the  ordinary  means  of  disintegration  along  the  bedding 
planes.  Wliile  it  is  always  possible  to  find  one  or  two  sets  of  prevailing  joints  in  any 
locality,  the  joints  are  not  all  included  in  these  sets,  but  run  at  a  great  many  angles. 
Nor  do  these  sets  extend  for  any  considerable  distance,  but  entirely  different  systems 
may  prevail  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  each  other.  That  the  folded  structure  has  no 
relation  whatever  to  the  attitude  of  the  joints  is  clear,  because  the  dips  may 
be  precisely  the  same  in  two  localities  where  the  joint  systems  are  wholly  diverse. 
Nor  is  there  any  greater  correspoiulci.co  ])etween  the  joints  and  the  fault  and  fissure 
systems  than  there  is  between  the  joints  and  the  dips.  In  short,  the  joints  seem  to 
have  been  developed  entirely  regardless  of  the  folds,  faults,  and  fissures,  and  at  a 
considerably  later  period.  The  joints  have  not  the  simplicity  of  the  faults  and  folds. 
The  latter  were  formed  in  obedience  to  forces  acting  most  powerfully  in  one  direction, 
as  can  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  results  have  a  single  predominant  form  in 
each  case.  The  faults  are  more  complex  than  the  folds,  but  still  are  simple  in  com- 
parison with  the  joints,  for  one  general  direction  or  system  prevails  in  a  given  area. 
The  fissures  are  still  more  complex,  vet  thev  have  svstems  over  limited  areas.  Both 
faults  and  fissures  give  evidence  of  rather  uniform  pressures  when  they  were  pro- 
duced. The  joints,  however,  are  so  variable  and  so  complex  that  one  must  infer 
great  local  variety  or  perhaps  reversal  in  the  conditions  that  produced  them. 

In  the  folds  and  faults  the  strength  of  the  rock  and  the  weight  of  the  masses 
of  strata  were  entirely  overcome.  In  the  joints,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  any  Init  the  slightest  displacement  or  change  in  the  form  of  the  rock. 
The  joints  are  sharp,  clean  cuts,  or  planes  along  wliich  the  rock  has  a  tendency 
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same  a^^e,  for  many  of  them  cut  ore  l)odies  that  had  been  formed  in  previous  fissures. 
As  the  rocks  now  stand  after  the  different  alterations  then^  are  a  great  number 
of  Hthologic  varieties  to  be  seen.  Some  of  these  bear  scant  resemblance  to  the 
original;  others  show  only  slight  change. 

ALTERATIONS  OF  MONZONITE. 

The  reactions  effected  upon  the  monzonite  by  its  contact  with  the  other  rocks 
have  been  stated  in  detail  in  the  description  of  that  formation  and  are  very  slight. 
The  relations  of  the  minerals  to  one  another  were  alreadv  established,  and  the  loss 
of  heat  at  the  contacts  simply  checked  further  changes.  Mineralization  in  connec- 
tion with  fissures  was  active  in  the  monzonite,  however,  though  to  a  less  extent 
than  in  the  sedimentary  rocks.  The  arrangement  of  the  mineralized  fissures  is 
veiy  far  from  simple.  As  in  the  other  rocks,  one  or  two  sets  of  fissures  prevail 
for  a  limited  area,  being  supphinted  in  other  areas  by  different  sets.  Most  of  the 
mineralized  fissures  have  dips  about  vertical,  and  in  this  respect  they  resemble 
the  faults.  With  some  exceptions,  there  seem  to  have  been  along  these  fissures 
no  unportant  deposits  in  the  monzonite,  such  as  took  place  in  the  cjuartzites  and 
limestones.  Apparently  the  fissures  were  for  the  most  part  merely  the  channels 
for  circulating  waters,  and  the  minerals  in  solution  proceeded  from  the  monzonite 
bodies  into  the  (|uartzites  and  limestones.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  min- 
erals came  from  some  source  bevond  and  below  the  intrusive  mass  and  were  not 
deposited  in  the  latter  because  its  mineral  constitution  was  less  favorable  to  replace- 
ments than  the  limestones.  Whatever  t]w  source  of  the  new  minerals,  no  devel- 
opment of  them  took  place  in  the  monzonite  at  all  comparable  with  that  in  the 
limestone. 

The  total  mineralization  of  the  monzonite  by  the  various  agents  seems  to  have 
been  much  less  than  that  of  the  (|uartzite  and  limestone  which  inclose  it.  The 
reason  for  this  along  the  contacts  has  ])een  discussed  under  the  heading  *' Mon- 
zonite," page  50.  Its  importance  in  (Uher  places  may  be  due  to  either  of  two 
reasons : 

(1)  The  minerals  of  the  monzonite  may  have  ])een  less  susceptible  to  dis- 
solving and  recrvstallizing  agents  than  those  of  the  sedimentary  rocks.  This  is 
undoubtedly  true  when  comparison  is  made  with  the  limestones.  In  the  case 
of  the  fjuartzites,  however,  it  is  probable  that  the  differences  would  be  slight. 
The  same  minerals,  when  exposed  to  extreme  metamorphism  in  similar  rocks  of 
other  regions,  appear  to  have  yielded  more  than  the  very  siliceous  minerals,  such 
as  make  u])  the*  ciuartzite.  Accordingly,  it  does  not  seem  that  the  scanty  min- 
eralization of  the  monzonite  is  due  alone  to  its  original  composition. 

(2)  A  second  reason  might  be  that  the  mineralizing  sulutions  proceeded 
from  the  monzonite  into  the  adjacent  rocks,  bearing  matter  from  the  former  and 
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depositing  it  in  the  other  formations.  The  metamorphism  is  clearly  greater  as 
the  monzonite  is  approached  from  any  part  of  the  sediments,  so  that  its  cause 
is  as  clearly  connected  with  the  monzonite.  Underground  waters  are  present  in 
practically  all  sodimentaiy  rocks.  Heated  waters  must,  therefore,  have  been 
produced  by  the  monzonite  masses — bodies  so  hot  as  to  be  fluid.  The  diflFerence 
in  density  between  the  cool  and  hot  waters  would  necessarily  have  set  up  a  circu- 
lation, the  hot  currents  passing  up  and  away  from  the  monzonite.  The  inference, 
therefore,  seems  warranted  that  heated  waters,  the  active  mineralizing  agents, 
passed  from  the  monzonite  into  the  quartzite  and  limestone.  Since  the  various 
sulphides  are  decomposed  even  at  surface  temperatures,  the}"  are  relatively  unsta- 
ble. It  is  therefore  highly  probable  that  changes  in  the  heat  of  the  solutions 
would  involve  them  in  extensive  reactions.  Where  the  waters  were  cooled,  as  in 
passing  through  the  sediments,  part  of  the  dissolved  material  must  have  been 
laid  down. 

There  is  thus  a  strong  probability  that  ores  were  deposited  in  the  adjoining 
strata  soon  after  the  intrusion  of  the  monzonite.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  ore 
deposits  are  found  w^hich  are  far  later  than  the  intrusion,  the  probability  is  equally 
great  that  there  are  two  groups  of  ore  deposits,  one  formed  soon  after  the  monzonite 
intrusion;  another  after  the  folding,  faulting,  and  Assuring  took  place.  Since  the 
fisHures  were  later  than  the  monzonite  by  at  least  the  time  needed  for  its  solidifi- 
cation and  folding,  the  ore  bodies  formed  through  the  fissures  are  much  later  than 
tiie  alterations  bv  the  monzonite  intrusion.  That  none  of  the  ore  bodies  came 
from  direct  metamorphism  by  the  monzonite,  but  all  through  fissures,  is  not 
at  all  likely.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  fissured  and  displaced  ore  bodies 
were  of  the  earlier  class.  It  is  also  certain  that  some  bodies  lying  close  to  each  other 
were  formed  by  different  solutions  and  at  different  times,  because  their  mineral 
CijntentH  difl'er  so  widely  from  one  another.  It  may  well  have  been  that  the  great 
ore  bodies  wore  formed  during  the  first  mineralization,  and  that  during  the  second 
the  existing  bodies  were  enriched  and  new  ones  were  formed.  To  differences  of 
tliih  nature  may  be  due  the  abrupt  variations  in  value  of  the  different  ore  bodies 
and  the  predominance  of  one  metal,  either,  gold,  silver,  or  copper,  in  one  body 
over  another,  or  one  part  of  a  bod}'  over  another. 

It  in  not  clear  whether  the  sulphide  material  in  the  mineralized  bodies  was 
derived  from  the  monzonite  or  came  through  it  in  solution  from  some  remote  source. 
If  th(*  Holutions  merely  passed  through,  however,  a  general  deposition  throughout 
the  nmhH  of  the  monzonite  would  be  less  Hkely  than  local  concentrations,  such  as 
apiumr  in  the  limestone  and  quartzite.  (Far  the  greater  part  of  the  sulphide  material 
ibilihbeniinated  through  the  monzonite  in  grains,  and  was  crystallized  directly  from 
the  magma,  like  the  other  mineralsAcThe  amount  of  the  sulphides  in  the  monzonite 
as  a  whole  is  vastly  greater  than  that  in  the  sediments,  and  the  monzonite  is  on 
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the  whole  a  source  of  the  sulphides  that  is  both  probable  and  adjacent  to  the 
secondary  deposits.  It  seems,  therefore,  most  likely  that  the  sulphide  minerals  in 
the  limestones  and  quartzites  were  derived  from  the  larger  quantity  of  their  kind 
which  formed  part  of  the  intrusive  mass  and  that  they  were  deposited  by  solutions 
that  passed  from  the  monzonite  into  the  inclosing  strata.  The  limestones  were 
most  susceptible  to  mineralogical  alterations  and  accordingly  received  by  far  the 
greater  amount  of  the  added  minerals. 

ALTERATIONS    OF    QUARTZITE. 

• 

The  chief  alteration  in  the  Bingham  quartzite  was  a  silicification  of  the  sand- 
stone into  quartzite.  Much  of  this  was  the  result  of  contact  metamorphism  by 
the  monzonite.  Not  all  was  of  this  kind,  however,  for  some  of  the  later  mineralizing 
solutions  silicified  the  deposits  through  which  they  passed.  Moreover,  the  sandy 
strata  were  silicified  into  quartzites  far  beyond  the  region  of  the  monzonite  intrusion. 
However,  the  greater  prominence  of  the  silicification  near  the  monzonite  shows  that 
much  of  it  was  due  to  the  presence  oi  the  intrusive  bodies. 

In  the  quartzites  the  result  of  the  process  was  to  recement  the  original  sand 
grains  by  a  matrix  of  new  quartz.  This  was  so  thorough  that  a  fracture  of  the  rock 
passes  through  the  quartz  grains,  instead  of  around  them  in  the  matrix.  A  glassy 
or  vitreous  aspect  was  also  produced  in  many  portions  of  the  rock.  Under  the 
microscope  the  original  grains  of  quartz  sand,  surrounded  by  the  interlocking  growth 
of  new  quartz,  can  readily  be  seen.  That  part  of  the  silicification  which  can  be 
attributed  to  contact  action  near  the  porphyry  may  have  been  produced  by  means 
of  heated  solutions  or  vapors.  In  areas  remote  from  the  porphyry  no  such  local 
cause  can  be  assigned.  The  phenomena  are  broad  and  general  and  due  to  an  equally 
widespread  cause.  Such  could  have  been  only  the  general  circulation  of  under- 
ground waters.  These  may  have  been  slightly  acidified  near  bodies  of  sulphides 
and  thus  have  taken  up  silica  in  solution  without  great  increase  of  temperature. 

Other  changes  of  mineral  composition  accomplished  by  aqueous  solutions  are 
exhibited  in  the  metalliferous  deposits.  These  are  considered  at  length  in  succeed- 
ing chapters.  They  consist  in  the  main  of  sulphides  carrying  copper  and  gold. 
Most  of  the  early  exploitations  were  for  gold.  The  importance  and  the  amount  of 
these  ores  in  the  quartzites  is  very  much  less  than  those  of  similar  ores  in  the  lime- 
stone formations. 

Where  the  dissolving  waters  come  in  contact  with  mineral  deposits  and  pass 
upward,  some  of  the  mineral  contents  are  redeposited  from  the  solutions,  most  com- 
monly as  oxides  and  carbonates.  The  iron  oxide  and  hydrate  in  particular  recement 
the  fragments  of  the  quartzite  (see PI.  XIV, -4),  whether  they  were  produced  as  fault 
breccias  or  by  the  weathering  of  the  rock.     Instances  of  these  recemented  breccias 
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are  everywhere  very  common,  but  the  mineraJized  regions  adjom  the  monzonites. 
If  the  source  of  the  new  minerals  lay  elsewhere  than  in  the  igneous  rock  the  deposits 
of  them  would  also  be  found  remote  from  it.  Since,  therefore,  the  monzonite  is 
intersected  by  joints  and  fissures  and  contains  in  itself  the  minerals  which  reappear 
in  the  ore  deposits  the  origin  of  the  ores  seems  reasonably  certain. 

The  recrystallization  of  the  calcareous  matter  produced  marble  from  hme- 
stone.  The  marble  is  marked  by  a  somewhat  coarser  grain  than  the  limestone, 
although  it  is  rather  fine  grained  for  that  class  of  rock.  The  alteration  is  also 
attended  by  more  or  less  change  in  color.  The  colors  now  found  are  usually  white, 
and  are  in  all  cases  fighter  than  those  of  the  original  limestone.  Rarely  a  blue  color 
is  evenly  distributed  through  the  rock.  Other  colors,  in  the  form  of  dark  blue  or 
gray  bands  alternating  with  white,  are  seen  in  some  localities  (see  PI.  XXVIII,  A). 
The  bands  follow  the  original  bedding  planes,  but  their  cause  is  not  apparent. 
These  bands  are  usually  about  an  inch  wide,  the  light  and  the  dark  areas  being 
of  about  equal  width.  A  modification  of  this  form  consists  of  a  series  of 
more  or  less  round  white  spots  lying  in  dark  or  bluish  areas  (see  PI.  XV, -4) 
A  third  and  exceptional  variety  of  banding  appears  in  finely  crinkled  white  and 
dark-blue  layers  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  width  (see  PI.  XV,  B) .  This  arrange- 
ment has  no  apparent  connection  with  the  stratification.  A  fourth  variety  of 
coloring,  often  seen  in  the  more  siliceous  marbles,  consists  of  a  series  of  spheroidal 
spots,  an  inch  or  less  in  diameter  (see  PI.  VII,  C).  These  are  thickly  scattered 
through  the  mass  of  the  marble,  but  are  not  connected  with  any  original  structure. 
The  spots  are  apparently  feldspathic  and  slightly  more  siliceous  than  the  body 
of  the  marble,  and  usually  have  one  or  more  grains  of  pyrite  at  their  centers.  Since 
the  spots  appear  to  be  limited  to  the  weathered  outcrops  of  the  limestone,  they 
seem  to  have  been  produced  by  recent  chemical  reactions  around  the  pyrite  grains. 

Of  a  nature  intermediate  between  calcareous  recrystallization  and  silici- 
fication  is  the  formation  of  serpentine.  This  mineral  is  limited  to  the  entirely 
marbleized  limestones  and  appears  partly  as  thin  coatings  in  seams  and  partly 
disseminated  through  the  marble.  It  probably  represents  the  concentration  of 
magnesia  from  the  original  rock  and  its  union  with  the  secondary  silica.  The 
amount  of  chemically  combined  water  in  it  shows  that  free  water  was  circulating 
at  the  time  of  its  formation. 

The  alterations  of  the  second  great  class  that  have  occurred  in  the  Umestone 
have  been  accomplished  by  silicification.  This  took  place  by  solution  of  a  portion 
of  the  Ume  and  its  replacement  by  siUca.  Like  the  recrystallization  of  the  Ume- 
stone, its  siUcification  is  most  prominent  near  bodies  of  intrusive  monzonite.  The 
relation  is  so  close  and  so  prevalent  that  there  is  Uttle  doubt  that  the  monzonite 
itself  was  the  cause  of  the  alteration.     Whether  siUcification  took  place  as  the 
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direct  effect  of  the  heat  of  the  igneous  mass,  or  as  a  result  of  currents  or  vapors 
arising  from  it,  can  not  be  stated.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  the  direct 
diffusion  of  heat  was  the  cause,  for,  while  this  might  have  recrystallized  existing 
minerals  in  the  Hmestone,  it  could  hardly  have  added  new  constituents,  like  the 
silica.  Nor  do  observed  contact  alterations  due  to  heat  alone  extend  far,  since 
rocks  are  poor  and  slow  conductors  of  heat. 

Chemical  reactions  are  vastly  facilitated  and  increased  by  heat,  which  may 
be  applied  either  by  direct  diffusion  or  by  circulating  waters  or  gases.  Since  the 
process  of  silicification  was  connected  with  the  intrusion  of  the  monzonite,  it  must 
have  been  caused  either  directly  or  indirectly  by  its  heat,  or  by  the  pressure  of 
its  intrusion,  which  would  of  itself  produce  heat.  The  latter  agent  is  also  most 
efficient  in  increasing  chemical  reactions.  AVhen  the  monzonite  was  forced  into 
the  other  rocks,  a  tremendous  pressure  was  exerted.  Tliis  was  not  limited  to  the 
contacts,  however,  but  was  transmitted  through  the  body  of  the  rock  for  distances 
immensely  greater  than  those  which  limit  the  alterations.  Since  the  observed 
effects  were  due  to  neither  the  direct  heat  nor  the  pressure  alone,  they  must  be 
assigned  to  the  heat  indirectly  applied  through  solutions  or  vapors.  These  con- 
veyed the  heat  from  the  mass  of  the  monzonite  into  the  adjoining  rocks,  either  agent 
being  competent  to  produce  the  results  observed.  The  agency  which  requires 
the  least  extreme  suppositions  is  the  circulating  water.  Nevertheless,  it  is  readily 
to  be  understood  that  the  heat  of  the  monzonite  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  exten- 
sive vapors  to  be  given  out. 

The  substitution  of  silica  for  the  carbonate  of  calcium  produced  many  dis- 
tinct forms  of  rock,  (^ommonly  there  has  been  a  uniform  addition  of  microscopic 
particles  which  did  not  greatly  alt^r  the  appearance  of  the  rock.  A  product  of 
such  a  process  appears  in  many  of  the  white  siliceous  marbles,  which  at  first  sight 
seem  to  have  been  an  original  deposit  intermediate  between  limestone  and  quartzite. 
Of  this  kind  are  some  of  the  marbles  south  of  the  Dalton  and  Lark  mine.  Products 
of  the  same  kind,  but  more  extreme,  appear  in  this  formation  near  the  Brooklyn 
mine,  and  also  in  a  number  of  small  beds  of  limestone  in  the  vicinity  of  Yosemite 
Gulch.  In  the  latter  cases  the  substitution  of  the  silica  is  nearly  complete.  It 
is  possible  that  the  removal  of  the  lime  was  greater  in  amount  than  the  addition 
of  silica.  That  would  account  for  the  notable  thinning  of  the  formation  around 
the  Brooklvn  mine.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  the  smaller  limestone  beds 
in  the  Bingham  quartzite  m  the  Yosemite  and  adjacent  gulches,  there  is  no  con- 
siderable variation  in  thickness,  and  yet  the  lime  is  entirely  replaced  by  sihca. 
These  wholly  silicified  beds  have  a  texture  precisely  like  the  limestones,  and  the 
coloring  matter  seems  to  have  been  preserved.  The  blue  color  is  usually  darker 
than  in  the  unaltered  Umestones,  and  in  fact  is  frequently  so  intensified  as  to  become 
practically  black. 
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Silinification  was  active  in  the  original  siliceous  parts  of  the  formation,  the 
chert,  as  well  as  in  the  calcareous  layers.  The  unaltered  chert,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  black,  gray,  or  black  banded.  In  the  altered  portions  the  banding  has  dis- 
appeared. Some  of  the  chert  is  still  black,  but  most  of  it  has  taken  on  a  decided 
light  color.  The  precise  cause  of  the  change  in  color  is  not  clear,  but  is  probably 
a  different  optical  arrangement  of  the  siliceous  matter.  The  recryscallized  silica 
on  fracture  presents  surfaces  that  are  somewhat  smooth  and  waxy  as  contrasted 
with  the  vitreous  surfaces  of  the  original.  Tliis  is  perhaps  due  to  the  extremely 
fine  grain  of  the  secondary  quartz.  In  some  cases  a  dark  coloring  matter,  perhaps 
magnetite,  was  introduced  with  the  silica.  It  gives  a  dark-blue  or  blackish  color 
to  the  chert  and  appears  in  spots  and  irregular  patches  that  grade  into  the  white 
or  appear  in  separate  areas  (see  PL  VII,  B).  Of  a  similar  nature  is  the  red  jaspery 
chert,  in  whiph  the  color  is  produced  by  exceedingly  fine  grains  of  red  hematite. 
Neither  of  these  varieties  of  colored  chert-is  common.  The  jaspery  chert  seems 
to  grade  into  siliceous  gossans,  in  cases  where  there  is  an  excess  of  the  iron  con- 
stituent. This  gradation  is  rather  apparent  than  real,  however,  for  the  two  are  of 
entirely  distinct  origin. 

Another  form  of  silicification  is  the  addition  of  sihca  in  small  separate  bodies. 
The  commonest  product  of  this  process  is  the  vein  quartz  foimd  sparingly  in  the  mass 
of  the  limestone.  This  does  not  include  the  quartz  that  is  associated  with  the 
metalliferous  minerals.  It  takes  the  form  of  thin  seams  and  veins,  a  fraction  of  an 
inch  in  thickness,  irregularly  disposed  through  the  marble  and  cutting  one  another 
at  various  angles.  Whether  these  were  produced  at  the  time  of  the  other  silicifica- 
tion or  imt  is  an  open  question.  The  shape  taken  by  the  veins  suggests  that  they 
were  controlled  by  existing  joint  planes  during  their  formation.  In  that  case, 
since  the  joints  are  much  younger  than  the  other  structural  features  of  the  rock,  a 
very  late  date  should  be  assigned  to  this  form  of  quartz.  Of  apparently  similar  origin 
are  the  patches  and  small  masses  of  quartz  which  in  weathered  areas  of  the  limestone 
have  the  appearance  of  honeycomb.  The  quartz  in  these  veins  passes  in  places  into 
chalcedony,  or  amorphous  silica. 

The  third  group  of  alteration  products  comprises  the  deposits  of  metaUiferous 
minerals  which,  with  various  nonmetallic  minerals,  constitute  the  ore  bodies.  The 
great  majority  of  these  minerals  are  sulphides,  preeminently  of  iron  and  copper.  The 
present  activity  in  this  mining  district  is  due  to  the  occuiTence  of  ores  of  copper. 
Associated  with  these  are  ores  of  gold,  silver,  and  lead,  whose  exploitation  gave  the 
first  impetus  to  this  place  as  a  mining  camp.  These  ores  are  developed  in  the 
limesl.une,  Cjuartzite,  and  monzonite  alike,  but  those  of  the  limestone  are  more 
numerous  and  of  far  greater  extent.  The  ore  bodies  replace  the  limestone  in  great, 
irregular  masses,  in  lenticular  shoots,  in  beds  following  the  stratification  more  or 
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less  closely,  and  in  deposits  following  fissures  across  the  bedding.  Between  these 
types  are  found  various  gradations,  and  one  type  may  join  another  closely,  or  one 
may  be  developed  from  another.  From  a  fissure  deposit,  for  instance,  a  lens  of  ore 
may  extend  out  along  the  bedding,  or  a  heavy  shoot  may  thin  to  a  mere  streak 
lying  between  beds.  In  size,  the  deposits  vary  from  hundreds  of  feet  down  to  a 
few  inches.  The  values  of  the  ore  bodies  also  vary  immensel}^,  for  some  extensive 
bodies  of  pyrite  are  nearly  worthless,  while  some  small  bodies  have  proved  to  be 
exceedingly  rich. 
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IXTUODICTIOX. 

FlflLD  WORK  AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The  following  portion  of  this  report  includes  a  narrative  of  the  history  and 
development  of  the  Bingham  district,  descriptions  of  the  character  and  occurrence 
of  the  ores,  a  discussion  of  the  genesis  of  the  ores,  detailed  descriptions  of  all  proper- 
ties whose  workings  were  accessible  at  time  of  visit,  and  a  consideration  of  placers 
and  of  general  commercial  applications. 

The  field  observations  which  form  the  basis  for  this  portion,  except  a  feV 
supplementary'  ones,  were  made  during  the  season  of  1900.  Preliminary  under- 
ground study  was  carried  on  during  the  summer  in  connection  with  areal  mapping, 
and  the  detailed  study  was  accomplished  in  the  fall  and  winter.  Thus,  about  the 
middle  of  July,  Mr.  S.  F.  Enmions  and  the  writer  made  general  observations  on  the 
underground  geolog}"  and  ore  deposits  in  all  the  large  pro j)er ties  and  in  important 
smaller  ones.  During  the  second  week  in  August,  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Keith,  and 
also  at  the  conclusion  of  his  area!  work,  in  the  first  week  in  September,  before  he 
returned  East,  a  few  days  were  devoted  to  joint  preliminary-  mapping  of  the  under- 
ground geology  of  portions  of  two  large  properties  and  one  smaller  one.  Early  in 
October,  after  completing  the  areal  mapping,  the  writer  took  up  the  critical  detailed 
study  of  the  underground  geolog}'  and  ore  deposits  of  the  district,  and  concluded 
that  work  the  second  week  in  December.  During  the  following  A^ear,  en  route  to 
work  in  California,  he  devoted  a  portion  of  July  to  gathering  additional  data  on 
crucial  points  in  areal  and  underground  geolog}',  and  in  December,  1902,  gave  a  few 
days  to  underground  photography. 

This  investigation,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  office,  has  been  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  S.  F.  P^mmons.  The  benefit  of  his  kii  idly  supervision,  wide 
experience,  and  suggestive  criticism  is  giatefully  acknowledg  »d.  To  Mr.  Waldemar 
Lindgren  the  writer  is  also  happily  indebted  for  information  and  helpful  suggestions 
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and  for  valuable  experience  in  the  study  of  copper  deposits,  gained  while  assisting 
him  in  1901,  at  Morenci,  Ariz. 

For  chemical  analyses,  mineralogical  determinations,  assays,  and  special  tests, 
thanks  are  appreciatively  given  to  Dr.  W.  F.  Hillebrand,  Dr.  E.  T.  Allen,  and  Dr. 
H.  N.  Stokes. 

The  paleontologic  studies  that  were  required  to  determine  the  ages  of  the  beds 
and  to  correlate  menil)ers  that  are  economically  important  have  been  made  by  Dr. 
G.  H.  Girty.  During  the  fall  of  1000  Doctor  Girty  also  visited  this  district,  made 
special  collections  from  important  localities,  and  gave  valuable  practical  suggestions. 

Throughout  this  work  the  owners,  operators,  and  miners  of  the  district  have 
manifested  courteous  good  will  and  extended  most  cordial  cooperation.  Admission 
was  cheerfully  granted  to  every  property  and  all  necessary  assistance  was  willingly 
rendered.  Mere  thanks  for  such  generous  aid  are  far  inadecjuate.  Though  each 
interested  party  thus  contributed  all  that  was  required,  the  w<irk  was  especially  faciH- 
tat^d  ])y  Messrs.  A.  F.  Holden,  managing  director  of  the  United  States  Mining  Com- 
pany, R.  H.  Channing,  manager  of  the  Utah  Consolidated  (Highland  Boy)  Mining 
Company,  Dimcan  McVichie  and  H.  G.  HeflFron,  manager  and  treasurer,  respectively, 
of  the  Bingham  Gold  and  Copper  Company,  M.  M.  Johnson,  manager  of  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Company,  and  E.  A.  Wall,  owner  of  the  Wall  group.  Mr.  Ellsworth 
Daggett,  mining  engineer,  kindly  supplied  much  valuable  information  about  impor- 
tant inaccessible  properties  and  early  history.  The  services  of  mining  experts, 
superintendents,  foremen,  and  other  interested  parties  who  assisted  the  writer  are 
gratefully  appreciated.  To  each  and  all  wko  have  aided  in  this  investigation  the 
writer  gladly  gives  due  thanks  and  hopes  they  may  recognize  with  satisfaction  their 
respective  contributions  toward  the  attainment  of  that  common  goal,  the  truth. 

GENERAL  SKETCH  OF  ECONOMIC  GEOLOGY. 

The  Bingham  mining  district  is  the  leading  copper-producing  camp  in  Utah. 
It  is  situated  in  the  north-central  part  of  the  State  (latitude  112°  9'  N.,  longitude 
40°  32'  W.),  in  the  Ocfuirrh  Mountains,  20  miles  southwest  of  Salt  Lake  City  (see 
fig.  1).  The  main  slopes  of  the  Ocfuirrhs,  rising  steeph'  from  elevations  of  about 
5,000  feet  on  the  surrounding  desert  to  elevations  of  10,000  feet  on  the  main  divide, 
are  deeply  dissected  by  many  narrow,  steep-walled  canyons.  Toward  the  northern 
end  of  the  range  is  a  prominent  canyon  which  follows  a  crescentic  course  northeast- 
ward across  its  eastern  slope  and  receives  several  tributary  canyons  from  the  west. 
This  is  Bingham  Canyon,  which  has  given  the  name  to  the  mining  district,  and  its 
drainage  basin  embraces  the  principal  mining  localities  which  constitute  the  Bing- 
ham district. 

This  district  includes  an  oblong  area  of  about  24  square  miles,  which  extends 
from  the  Jordan  Valley  on  the  east  across  the  eastern  slope  of  the  range  and  the 
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portion  of  Tooele  Canyon,  on  the  west  slope,  also  rises  in  the  district.  Their  slopes 
present  a  ver^'  rugged,  scantily  vegetated  surface  that  rises  precipitousFy  from 
narrow,  partially  graded  bottoms  to  steep,  ledg\'  divides. 

The  town  of  Bingham  is  a  settlement  having  a  population  of  about  2,000 
(census  of  1900  gives  Bingham  precinct  as  1.872),  scattered  along  the  bottom  of 
Bingham  Canyon  near  its  junction  with  Carr  Fork.  Upper  Bingham,  a  smaUer 
settlement,  Ls  similarly  located  in  the  main  canyon  about  a  mile  upstream,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  important  mines.  Other  smaller  settlements  have  gro^^Ti  up 
about  large  mines  in  various  parts  of  the  camp.  Railway  connection  ^dth  the  Rio 
Grande  Western  trunk  line  is  afforded  by  a  branch  line,  14  miles  in  length,  that 
extends  from  Bingham  to  Bingham  Junction,  11  miles  south  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
Transportation  is  thus  afforded  for  supplies  from  Salt  Lake  City  and  for  shipping 
ore  from  the  mines  to  the  smelters  in  Jordan  Valley  at  Bingham  Junction  and 
Murray. 

This  region  has  been  the  center  of  a  complex  succession  of  geological  activities 
which  have  resulted  in  the  deposition  of  valuable  ore  bodies.  The  sedimentary'  coun- 
try rock,  which  consists  of  Carboniferous  quartzite,  including  metamorphosed  lime- 
stone and  calcareous  shale,  has  suffered  extensive  intrusion,  intense  fissuring,  and 
partial  burial  beneath  an  andesite  flow.  The  ore  bodies  are  centered  in  the  localities 
which  have  undergone  the  most  intense  intrusion  and  fissuring.  Outside  the  limits 
of  the  comparatively  small  area  that  is  characterized  by  the  combined  effects  of  these 
several  activities  ore  deposits  have  not  been  found.  The  ore-bearing  limestones, 
which  average  about  200  feet  in  thickness,  lie  in  the  lower  half  of  the  great  quartzite. 
The  intercalated  beds  of  calcareous  shale,  sometimes  several  hundred  feet  thick, 
in  which  the  fissures  carrj'  rich  ores,  are  restricted  to  the  upper  half.  Li  general 
the  entire  section,  aggregating  several  thousand  feet  in  thickness,  dips  northward 
and  strikes  northeast-southwest.  This  strike  is  not  constant,  however,  but  turns 
gradually  from  an  east-west  course  on  the  western  slope  to  a  north-south  course  on 
the  eastern.  The  area  occupied  by  this  district  thus  lies  in  a  shallow,  flaring  trough, 
or  synclinal  basin,  that  pitches  northward.  This  basin  is  limited  on  the  west  by 
an  anticline  which  crosses  Tooele  Canyon  a  few  miles  above  its  mouth,  and  on  the 
east  by  a  steep  upturn  below  Dry  Fork. 

This  general  succession  and  structure  has  been  intenupted,  particularly  in  the 
geologically  lower  portion,  bj'^  many  irregular  dikes  and  sills  of  porphjrry,  by  lacco- 
lithic  masses  of  monzonite,  and  by  several  systems  of  persistent  fissures  (see  PI.  I). 
Two  extensive  areas  of  monzonite  occur  in  the  center  of  the  camp,  one  at  Upper 
Bingham,  in  the  form  of  an  irregular  laccolith,  the  other  at  the  head  of  Bingham 
Canyon  and  Muddy  Fork,  in  the  form  of  a  broad,  irregular  stock.  The  porphyry 
dikes  and  sills  occur  on  the  east  and  west  of  these  masses.     The  andesite  outcrops 
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only  along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  range,  where  it  appears  to  be  an  extensive  flow, 
burying  an  old  topography  carved  in  the  sediments  and  probably  in  the  intrusives. 

After  the  epoch  of  igneous  intrusion  intense  fracturing  and  Assuring  occurred 
throughout  the  district  at  several  distinct  periods.  Dominant  fissures  and  fracture 
zones,  which  include  the  principal  bodies  of  lead  and  silver  ore,  trend  northeast- 
southwest.  Di^inctly  later  ones  of  secondary  importance  trend  northwest- 
southeast.  Numerous  minor  ones  follow  intermediate  courses,  and  movement  has 
recurred  in  a  northeast-southwest  direction.  The  displacements  produced  are 
frequently  of  a  complex  nature,  but  rarely  exceed  150  feet,  and  are  usually  less. 

This  composite  country  rock  has  been  extensively  explored  horizontally,  the 
workings  of  one  property  being  estimated  to  aggregate  15  miles,  but  not  to  any 
considerable  depth,  only  a  few  shafts  having  been  sunk,  and  those  to  comparatively 
slight  depths.  Copper  ore  has  been  found  in  the  form  of  flat  lenses  in  the  meta- 
morphosed limestones;  lead  and  silver  ores  occur  in  fissures  in  all  exposed  types 
of  rocks,  and  copper,  with  access c^rs^  gold,  is  disseminated  in  grains  through  the 
monzonite  (see  PI.  XVI). 

The  low-grade  copper-sulphide  ore  derived  from  bodies  in  limestones  forms  the 
chief  product  of  this  district,  amounting  to  a  daily  output  of  approximately  2,000 
tons,  and  is  produced  almost  entirely  by  five  great  consolidated  properties.  These  are 
located  upon  a  belt  of  metamorphosed  limestones  which  follows  a  general  northeast- 
southwest  course,  with  a  northerly  dip,  from  West  Mountain  eastward  through 
the  district,  and  disappears  on  the  east  beneath  an  andesite  flow.  Its  upper  mem- 
bers, including  the  Highland  Boy  limestone,  have  been  breached  by  Carr  and 
Muddy  forks,  and  its  two  lower  meml^rs,  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones, 
have  been  deeply  cut  by  upper  Bingham  Canyon,  Bear  Gulch,  and,  on  the  eastern 
slope,  by  Yosemite  and  Keystone  gulches.  Thus  favorably  exposed  they  have 
been  extensively  explored  by  tunnels  driven  along  their  strikes  from  suitable 
points  on  their  outcrops  on  the  canyon  walls.  On  the  north  slope  of  Carr  Fork 
a  series  of  seven  strike  tunnels  on  Highland  Boy  ground  has  revealed  large  lenticular 
bodies  of  pyritic  copper  ore  in  fissured  marble  adjacent  to  intrusives.  The  No.  1 
shoot  in  this  mine  is  not  only  the  largest  ore  body  yet  opened  in  Bingham,  but  is 
one  of  the  largest  single  bodies  of  copper-iron  ore  in  the  world  that  are  known  to 
have  been  deposited  by  replacement.  Similar  occurrences  have  been  found  a  short 
distance  west  of  this  mine,  on  the  Boston  Consolidated  and  Yampa  properties. 
In  upper  Bingham  Canyon  the  lower  or  Jordan  limestone  has  been  explored  through 
the  Old  Jordan,  Stor}^,  and  Niagara  mines,  and  the  upper  or  Commercial  limestone 
through  the  Commercial,  Northern  Light,  and  Colorado  mines.  In  Bear  Gulch  the 
Jordan  limestone  has  been  explored  on  the  Telegra])h  ground  by  long  strike  tunnels 
driven  from  its  outcrops  on  either  wall  of  the  canyon.     The  Commercial  limestone 
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^^^f/^  '^Ant^nt  ,n  •rw*  avpragp  ^ilphidp  orps  Ls  Inw.  rangine  rmm  2^  to  4*  po'f^eiu. 
w'ftf K  Jin  /tppr^vimitt^  m«*4in  of  h#»twp#»n  3  and  4  per  <*i*nt :  hut  the  acccaaoiy  acikL 
»'>*y*tfi?v^  frz-^m  \Ct  '•^nt^i  t^  ill.  and  ^ilv4»r.  avpratOTsr  from  2  ro  -i  onncea.  nus»  rhe 
t/#<^ai  -yiw-v^  fif  th<»  ofA  per  ton  to  a  price  ranging  from  $11  to  tli> — weil  above  rhe 
A//fA«>^^**4    iimir,. 

|^^aniicr>nt  f^^tfow^n  which  cut  rhe^te  liini>stones.  rhe  compoate  igneoiu  and 
#|fiaft/ft>  &/^\ntrj  ro^k  immediately  .south,  and  calrareoufl  shaiea  inten?aiared  with 
f\Hmft7Af^^  fA  fhe  iv»rth.  yield  rich  argentiferous  leail  ores.  These  form  only  a  minor 
^/fti/if»  ^4  f  he  f/»f al  output  from  this  camp.  In  upper  Bingham  Canyon  the  Galena. 
S^^uti^,  Ai^hland.  rSiiver  .Shield,  and  :w»veral  other  fissures  have  been  profitably 
wwke/I,  iu  }A\\My  Fork  the  Last  f'hance.  Xast.  Ferguson,  and  Phoenix:  in 
Maifc^Mirr*  ^/ulch  the  Montezuma  and  -Jiiliar  Dean,  and  in  low^  Bingham  Canyon 
tfi^f  Wir»arrir»ck  bav^  also  yielded  profits.  A  majority  of  the  pnxfaictive  lodes  trend 
n/irtfieaAf^<i/»T»fbw^fff.  and  dip  northwest.  Both  simple  fissures  and  firactore  zones 
cut  all  ffffk  typ^  indi«icriminately,  and  the  included  veins  and  lodes  continne 
from  '/fie  type  Up  another.  iisuaHy  enlarging  notably  between  limestone  waDs. 
These  orefn  are  tffmpfifi^A  mainly  of  galena,  some  tetrahedrite,  chakopyiite.  zinc 
blende,  and  fryfif^,  with  a  gungue  of  rfuartz,  calctte,  and  some  barite  and  ihodo* 
chrosite.  Their  av^age  content  is  approximately  45  per  cent  lead,  65  oonces 
silver,  small  H11umt\if^  of  gold  and  c/>pper,  and  ff>  to  f5  per  cent  zinc.  Zinc  blende 
has  not  J>een  siic^'ejwfnlly  »aved.  (>>ncentratKm  of  Jow-grad^  pyritic  ore  in  igneoos 
rock  has  recently  l>een  f>egim  fin  a  large  flcal^  ni  *  reported  profit.  Placer  mining, 
which  was  an  impr/rtant  indtistry  in  the  early  seventies,  has  yielded  a  total  of 
about  $l.5rK),fKKj;  Irtit,  excepting  a  little  mtermittent  gravel  washing  each  year, 
it  has  been  aband/med* 
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Mining  industry  in  Utah, — The  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  Utah, 
which  are  now  rapidly  increasing  in  importance,  was  retarded  by  the  early  opposition 
of  the  Church  of  Latter-Day  Saints.  On  arriving  in  the  Jordan  Valley  in  1847,  only 
a  year  before  the  discovery  of  placer  gold  in  California,  some  of  the  saints  were 
strongly  tempted  to  continue  their  journey  westward.  The  majority,  however, 
chose  to  rest  their  settlement  and  development  on  an  agricultural  basis  rather  than 
to  seek  sudden  wealth  in  mining.  This  early  decision,  wise  as  it  was  at  its  inception, 
and  necessary  as  it  was  to  the  maintenance  of  their  people,  was  adhered  to  so  long 
and  so  strenuously  as  to  react  somewhat  to  their  disadvantage  before  it  was  revoked 
in  the  early  seventies.  ^'This  opposition  and  the  natiu'al  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
cheap  mining,  or  of  an  economic  reduction  of  the  generally  rather  refractory  ores, 
acted  as  an  effectual  bar  to  the  development,  or  even  the  discovery  of  the  mineral 
resources  of  the  Territory  in  its  early  days.^ '  ' 

The  main  factor  initiating  active  prospecting  and  exploration  of  mineral 
resources  was  the  energy  and  foresight  of  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor,  In  1862  he  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Douglas,  Salt  Lake  City,  in  command  of  the  Third  California 
Infantry  (Volunteers),  a  regiment  largely  recruited  from  experienced  California 
prospectors  and  miners.  It  is  said  that  General  Connor  believed  that  the  solution 
of  the  Mormon  question  lay  in  immigration  from  outside.  Accordingly  he 
encouraged  exploration  for  mineral  in  Utah,  and  freely  gave  furloughs  to  his  miner 
soldiers  to  enable  them  to  prospect.  As  a  result,  mineral  was  soon  discovered  at 
Bingham  Canyon,  at  a  point  near  the  present  town  of  Stockton,  in  Rush  Valley, 
in  Ophir  Canyon,  at  Lewiston,  and  at  other  points  in  the  Oquirrh  Range,  and  in 
Little  Cottonwood  Canyon,  in  the  Wasatch  Range.  Soon  after  this  start  was 
made,  the  opposition  of  Mormon  authorities  was  removed,  railway  facilities  were 
increased,  and  capital  was  attracted  to  Utah. 

a  A  brief  sketch  of  important  developments  which  have  occurred  since  the  conclusion  of  field  work  and  the  preparation 
of  this  chapter  is  given  under  Addendum,  p.  379. 

b Emmons,  S.  F.,  Economic  Geology  of  the  Mercur  mining  district,  Utah;  Introduction— The  Oqulrrh  Mountains:  Six- 
teenth Ann.  Rept.  U.  S.  Oeol.  Survey,  pt.  2, 1895.  p.  352. 
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Development  has  progressed  steadily,  subject  to  general  commercial  conditions, 
until  to-day  the  several  mining  districts,  aided  by  excellent  natural  conditions,  are 
bringing  Utah  into  creditable  prominence  as  a  mining  State.  Her  position  is  well 
indicated  by  the  following  table  showing  the  rank  of  Utah  in  the  actual  production 
of  the  several  metals  at  decennial  intervals: 

Rajik  oj  Utah  among  SUUea  and  Territories  in  production  of  meials. 


Year. 

Gold. 

1880 

8 

«11 

«6 

1890 

1900 

Silver. 

1 
Copper. 

I^d. 

3 

«3 

4 

''3 

&5  : 

M 

"Mint  report.  b Mineral  Industry. 

The  recent  growth  of  the  mining  industry  in  Utah  has  been  strong  and  rapid. 
The  value  of  her  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  lead  production  in  1900  showed  an  increase 
over  that  of  the  preceding  year  amounting  to  24.6  per  cent.  In  1903  Utah  ranked 
fourth  among  the  States  of  the  Union  in  the  production  of  gold  and  nearly  took 
the  lead  in  the  production  of  silver. 

Mining  industry  in  the  Oquirrh  Range, — To  this  production,  Mr.  S.  F.  Emmons 
has  shown  that  the  mines  of  the  Oquirrh  Range  have  contributed  largely  as  follows: 

"If  Tintic  be  considered  as  one  of  the  Oquirrh  Mountain  districts — and  geolog- 
ically it  undoubtedly  should  be — the  mineral  wealth  of  this  range  has  proved  itself 
of  equal,  if  not  of  greater,  importance  than  that  of  its  far  greater  neighbor,  the 
Wasatch  Range,  and  together,  at  the  present  day,  these  furnish  over  two-tliirds  of 
the  precious-metal  product  of  the  Territory. 

"If  the  metals  are  considered  separately,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  total  sUver 
production  of  Utah  for  1893  was  about  6,358,000  ounces,  of  which  the  Oquirrh 
districts  produced  2,707,000  ounces.  The  total  gold  production,  on  the  other  hand, 
for  the  same  period  was  about  42,000  ounces,  of  which  the  Oquirrh  districts 
produced  38,000  ounces. 

"  In  estimating  the  commercial  value  of  this  product  of  gold  at  $20  per  ounce  and 
silver  at  73  cents  per  ounce  the  total  value  of  the  Oquirrh  ores  for  1893  was  $2,736,100 
wliile  that  of  the  ores  from  the  rest  of  Utah  was  $2,745,230,  so  that,  considered  in 
this  way,  the  Oquirrh  districts  have  furnished  half  the  precious-metal  product  of  the 
Territory. ''« 

Mining  indiistnj  in  the  Bingham  district — The  Bingham  Canyon  district,  in 
the  West  Mountain  mining  district,  is  the  most  prominent  of  the  producing  camps 
in  the  Oquirrh  Range.  In  1894  it  ranked  second  to  Tintic  in  the  total  coinage 
velue  of  its  output  of  precious  metals,  and  its  output  of  lead  was  more  than  double 
fliat  of  all  other  camps  in  the  range  combined.     Since  that  date  large  bodies  of  low- 

«  Emmons,  S.  P.,  Kconomlc  geology  of  the  Mercur  minin-:  district,  Utah;  Introduction— The  Oquirrh  Mountains:  Six- 
teenth Ann.  Kept.  U.  S.  Oeol.  Survey,  pt.  2,  ISll'.,  pp.  3.W,  .lo^i. 
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grade  copper  ore  have  been  discovered  and  the  camp  has  not  only  maintained  its 
reputation  as  a  reUable,  steady  producer  of  low-grade  ore,  but  has  taken  the  lead 
of  all  camps  in  Utah  in  the  production  of  copper. 

HISTORY    OF    BINGHAM    DISTRICT/' 

Early  conditions. — Little  has  been  recorded  about  the  earliest  history  of  the 
Bingham  Canyon  district.  It  was  a  heavih'  forested  wilderness,  known  only  to  the 
hunter  and  the  more  hardy  lumbermen  and  farmers.  Red  pine  abounded,  and  single 
trees  often  measured  3  feet  in  diameter.  A  group  of  exceptionally  sturdy  trees, 
known  as  the  "Big  Grove, ^'  grew  on  the  south  slope  of  the  main  canyon,  nearly 
opposite  to  the  present  site  of  the  Old  Jordan  mine.  In  fact,  in  the  opinion  of 
Brigham  Young  and  his  hardy  followers,  the  chief  value  of  this  locality  lay  in  its 
timber.  And  it  is  said  that  when  two  wagon  trains  passed  through  Salt  Lake  in 
1'864,  en  route  from  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  to  a  mining  district  in  Idaho,  w4th  a  sawmill 
and  a  stamp  mill,  the  Mormon  president  entreated  the  leaders  to  set  up  their  saw- 
mill in  Bingham  Canyon  and  promised  them  a  ready  market  for  their  output. 

Discovery  of  ore. — Early  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1<S63,  George  B.  Ogilvie,  an 
apostate  Mormon  engaged  in  farming,  found  specimens  of  ^ ^mineral"  in  Bingham 
Canyon.  He  went  to  Camp  Douglas  and  reported  his  discovery  to  the  commanding 
general,  P.  E.  Connor.  On  September  17,  1863,  the  site  of  this  discovery  (see 
PI.  XVII)  was  formally  located  as  the  West  Jordan  claim  by  the  discoverer  and  24 
others.  This  was  the  earliest  mining  location  in  the  area  now  known  as  Utah. 
On  the  following  day,  September  18,  the  Vidette  claim  was  located,  about  300  feet 
above  the  West  Jordan. 

Formation  of  first  mining  district. —  '^In  December  following,  the  first  mining 
district  in  the  territory  was  formed  and  named  the  'West  Mountain  district.'  It 
embraced  the  entire  extent  of  the  Oquirrh  Range  from  Black  Rock,  at  the  southern 
end  of  Great  Salt  Lake,  to  the  fortieth  parallel  of  latitude,  the  extreme  south  end  of 
the  range.  *  *  *  On  the  11th  of  June  following,  at  a  miners'  meeting  held  at 
the  camp,  the  Rush  Valley  mining  district  was  formed,  embracing  all  the  western 
slope  of  the  Oquirrh  Range,  from  its  northern  to  its  southern  limits,  the  eastern  side, 
sloping  into  Salt  Lake  Valley,  retaining  even  to  tliis  day  the  original  name  of  '  W^est  • 
Mountain  district. '  ' ' '' 

Thus,  as  at  present  recognized,  the  West  Mountain  district  embraces  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Oquirrh  Range  from  Black  Rock  on  the  north  to  the  Camp 
Floyd  district  on  the  south,  and  is  lunited  on  the  west  by  the  main  divide  of  the 
range,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Jordan  Valley. 

« Since  the  close  of  field  work  and  the  preparation  of  tliis  chapter  the  niininp  industry  in  Bingham  has  exjierienced 
rapid  and  Important  growth.  Although  this  could  not  ho  personally  invesiijraicd.  it  has  l>een  reported  to  the  writer  from 
various  sources,  and  the  more  Important  events  are  hriefly  sketched  in  the  Addendum,  under  the  heading  * '  Recent  devel- 
opments." 

b Murphy,  J.  R.,  Mineral  Resources  of  the  Territory'  of  rtah.  1K72,  p.  2, 
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Other  early  locations. — Follo\^4ng  these  initial  movements  the  locating  con- 
tinued during  the  next  spring;  thus  ground  adjacent  to  the  original  discovery  was 
taken  up,  as  the  Galena  on  Januan^  26,  1864,  and  the  Empire  on  February  6,  1864. 
•  Other  locations  made  during  the  same  year  were  the  Kingston,  in  May;  the  Julia 
Dean,  on  May  22,  and  the  ^Silver  Hill,  in  July.  The  last  two  were  located  in 
Markham  Gulch,  near  its  mouth,  on  the  north  side,  and  are  indicative  of  the 
growth  and  extension  of  the  mterest  in  mining.  Prospecting  and  locating  were 
actively  pursued  for  some  time. 

Early  development, — In  1864  the  West  Jordan  Mining  Company  was  organized 
under  the  laws  of  California,  and  the  Jordan  tunnel,  estimated  to  cost  $60  a  foot, 
was  then  started.  Prospecting  and  exploration  progressed  rapidly,  but  conditions 
were  against  development  on  an  extensive  scale.  Although  the  showing  of  mineral 
was  satisfactory,  extensive  exposures  of  galena  outcropping  near  the  Jordan 
discovery,  etc.,  contrary  influences  appear  to  have  offset  these  favorable  ones. 
Without  railroad  or  economical  transportation,  prices  were  extravagant;  powder 
cost  $100  a  keg;  a  shovel  cost  $2.50.  So  in  the  face  of  effectual  influences  of  the 
Church  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  to  prevent  its  brethren  from  engaging  in  mining, 
and  in  the  absence  of  proper  machinery  and  capital,  the  development  of  lode 
mines  practically  ceased  until  the  summer  of  1870.  Under  these  circumtances, 
the  main  profit  is  reported  to  have  been  reaped  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
"General  Merchandise  vStore/'  which  was  then  located  near  the  present  Jordan 
cyanide  mill.  SuflScient  ore  was  taken  out,  however,  to  form  a  basis  for  further 
development. 

Revision  of  mining  laws, — In  view  of  the  fact  that  prevailing  unfavorable 
conditions  did  not  warrant  immediate  development  and  that  volunteer  troops, 
including  many  of  the  most  active  locators,  were  now  to  be  returned  home  and 
disbanded,  it  was  desired  to  secure  rights  to  claims  until  more  promising  con- 
ditions prevailed.  Accordingly,  ''in  the  fall  of  1865,  all  the  parties  owning  interests 
in  the  district  convened  a  miners'  meeting  and  revised  their  mining  laws,  so  as  to 
hold  over  their  claims  until  the  advent  of  the  'iron  horse,'  and  thus  preserve  to 
themselves  the  property  of  which  they  were  the  pioneer  discoverers.''* 

At  this  meeting  "the  by-laws  of  the  district  were  aniended,  and  power  was 
given  to  each  locator  to  hold  over  his  claim  indefinitely  on  the  completion  of  a 
specified  amount  of  work.  A  certificate  of  the  performance  of  this  work  was 
given  by  the  district  recorder,  which  debarred  the  ground  from  being  afterwards 
located  by  anyone  and  preserved  it  inviolate  to  the  original  owners."* 

These  facts,  together  with  the  fact  that  some  of  these  "soldier  claims"  exceeded 
the  limitations  prescribed  by  the  present  law,  have  naturally  led  to  complex  and 

a  Murphy,  J.  R.,  Mineral  Resouiree  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  1872,  p.  16.  ^  Idem,  p.  3. 
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vigorous  litigation.  In  fact,  not  until  very  recent  years  have  the  titles  to  some 
of  these  early  claims  been  clearly  established. 

Discovemf  of  placer  gold. — In  many  mining  localities  placer  gold  has  led  pros- 
pectors to  its  source,  the  metallic  lodes.  In  Bingham,  liowever,  free  gold  was 
not  discovered  until  after  the  discover}^  and  location  of  ore  in  place.  It  is  reported 
that  a  party  of  old  Calif ornians,  returning  from  Montana  to  pass  the  winter  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  prospected  the  gravels  in  Bingham  Canyon,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1864,  and  found  free  gold.  In  the  spring  of  1865  gravel  washing  was 
actively  taken  up,  and  during  the  fall  extensive  lode  mining  was  conducted  with 
profit.  It  has  been  estimated  that  during  the  opening  period  of  placer  mining 
in  this  district  up  to  1871  about  SI, 000,000  in  gold  was  recovered  from  gravels. 
The  industry  has  gradually  waned  from  that  date  to  the  present,  except  during 
a  few  intermittent  periods  of  temporary  resumption. 

First  shipment  of  ore, — During  the  period  of  temporary  delay,  while  conditions 
more  favorable  to  lode  mining  were  awaited,  ore  was  shipped  from  Bingham. 
Bancroft^  records  that  'Hhe  first  shipment  of  ore  from  Utah  was  a  carload  of 
copper  ore  from  Bingham  Canyon,  hauled  to  Uintah,  on  the  Union  Pacific,  and 
forwarded  by  Walker  Brothers  to  Baltimore  in  June,  1868.'^  The  result  of  this 
experiment  is  not  stated. 

Improved  conditions:  renewed  actimty -In  1870  the  change  in  the  conditions 
which  had  formerly  retarded  development  in  Bingham  was  most  marked.  The 
Union  and  Central  Pacific  railroads,  completed  May  10,  1869,  had  been  connected 
by  the  Utah  Central  with  Salt  Lake  City;  soon  after,  in  1873,  the  railroad  to 
Bingham  was  completed.  Transportation  facilities  were  thus  assured,  and  mining 
machinery,  supplies,  and  output  could  be  handled  at  rates  which  would  permit 
active  operations.  The  early  opposition  of  the  Mormon  authorities  to  the.  entrance 
of  their  followers  into  mining  occupations  had  gradually  ceased.  At  the  time  of 
early  mineral  discoveries  the  church  believed  that  it  needed  the  efforts  of  all  its 
saints  in  agriculture;  in  reclaiming  the  desert;  in  establishing  orchards,  ranches,  and 
dairies;  in  providing  water  supply;  in  short,  in  providing  the  absolute  necessaries 
of  life.  Now,  with  that  accomplished,  with  the  treasury  enriched  through  sales 
of  their  produce  to  early  prospectors,  with  the  prospect  of  increasing  markets, 
and  with  a  growing  personal  interest  in  the  local  mining  industry,  the  Latter-Day 
Saints  were  encouraged  to  enter  mining  enterprises.  Furthermore,  metallurgical 
experiments  conducted  in  Salt  Lake  City  resulted  in  renewed  confidence  in  ability 
to  treat  ores;  and,  finally,  the  location  and  very  successful  exploitation  of  the 
Emma  mine  at  Alta,  in  the  Little  Cottonwood  district,  in  the  Wasatch,  together 
with  the  discovery  of  other  successful  properties  in  the  adjoining  regions,  gave 
substantial  inducement  to  capitalists. 

a  Bancroft,  H.  H.,  Hlatory  of  Utah,  p.  741. 
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cyanide  plant,  was  erected  at  the  Highland  Boy  mine  for  the  treatment  of  its  oxi- 
dized gold  ores.  Although  reports  of  the  successful  results  of  these  several  milling 
operations  were  given  out,  the  opinion  prevails  that  the  saving  was  insufficient 
to  warrant  a  continuance  of  operations. 

Continuation  of  lead  mining. — While  the  carbonate  bodies  in  the  main  canyon 
were  being  worked  out,  extensive  shoots  of  lead  carbonate  were  developed  in  But- 
terfield  Canyon.  In  1881  the  mines  of  that  locality  were  growing  factors,  and  in 
1884  the  Brooklyn,  Lead,  and  Yosemite  mines,  all  situated  in  an  area  of  deep 
oxidation,  headed  the  list  of  Bingham  producers.  An  epoch  of  successful  argen- 
tiferous lead  mining  now  ensued  and  a  steady  output  from  the  large  properties, 
augmented  by  that  from  a  great  number  of  small  ones,  was  maintained  until  the 
early  nineties.  In  1891  and  1892,  among  21  producing  mines,  the  Old  Jordan  and 
Galena,  Brooklyn,  Highland,  Telegraph,  York,  Petro,  and  Yosemite  were  the  leading 
producers.  From  1893  dates  the  decline  of  man^^  silver-producing  camps.  The  acts 
of  the  governor-general  of  India  closing  the  Indian  mints  to  the  free  coinage  of 
silver  (June  26,  1893)  and  of  the  United  States  Congress  repeahng  the  clause  which 
provided  for  the  purchase  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  4,500,000  fine 
ounces  of  silver  a  month,  naturally  dealt  a  serious  blow  to  the  silver-mining 
industry  and  thus  to  Bingham  Canyon. 

Epoch  of  copper  mimng. — Several  alternatives  for  obtaining  profits  from  the 
Bingham  mines  were  tried  with  varying  success.  Thus  an  attempt  to  apply  recent 
methods  for  extracting  gold  from  refractory  siliceous  ores  was  made  at  the  Highland 
Boy.  A  few  years  later  the  discover}-  of  pay  shoots  of  sulphide  copper  ore  at  a 
time  of  strong  demand  for  copper  and  the  rise  in  market  value  of  lead  initiated  a 
new  era  in  the  camp.  Although  sulphide  copper  ore  had  been  known  in  Bingham 
for  many  years,  it  was  not  until  December,  1896,  when  5,000  tons  were  shipped  in 
the  course  of  developing  the  Highland  Boy  property,  that  it  was  regarded  as  com- 
mercially valuable.  On  the  contrary,  discovery  of  copper-sulphide  ore  is  said  to 
have  been  regarded  hitherto  as  an  unfavorable  indication  and  concealed.  Hence- 
forth, the  value  being  proved,  exploration  for  copper  proceeded  actively  and  has 
been  rewarded  by  the  discovery,  of  numerous  large  §hoots  of  low-gi-ade  copper  ore. 

A  new  problem  now  confronted  mine  operators:  Could  the  expense  of  mining 
and  reduction  be  reduced  sufficiently  to  work  these  low-grade  copper  ores  at  a 
profit?  This  has  been  solved  (1)  by  reducing  the  expense  of  mining  by  consolidating 
many  small  adjoining  properties  under  single  management,  and  (2)  by  reducing  the 
expense  of  reduction  by  establishing  specially  adapted  modern  smelters  by  indi- 
vidual companies.  A  large  number  of  claims,  including  the  Highland  Boy,  lying 
north  of  Carr  Fork  between  Sap  Gulch  and  Clipper  Peak,  were  consolidated  and 
purchased  by  the  Utah  Consolidated  Mining  Company  in  1896.     In  May,  1899,  this 


M 


86  GEOLOGY    OF    BINGHAM    MINING    DISTRICT,   UTAH. 

company  completed  a  smelter  of  250  tons  daily  capacity,  which  in  1900  was  enlarged 
to  double  the  original  capacity.  In  1897  the  Stewart  No.  2,  with  adjacent  claims, 
a  large  number  of  claims  in  lower  Copper  Center  Gulch,  and  the  body  of  intervening 
claims,  were  purchased  and  consolidated  by  the  Boston  Consolidated  Mining  Com- 
pany. It  is  exploring  the  ground  underlying  the  rich  gold  ore  bodies  of  the  Stewart 
mines,  and  has  conducted  thorough  experiments  upon  the  copper-bearing  porphyries 
of  Copper  Center  Gulch.  In  March,  1899,  the  Old  Jordan  and  Galena,  Utah,  Niagara 
(Spanish),  and  Old  Telegraph  mines,  with  intervening  claims,  were  consolidated  as 
the  United  States  Mining  Company.  The  search  for  copper  ore  on  these  properties 
has  met  with  gratifying  success,  and  plans  have  been  drawn  up  and  proposals  are 
now  under  consideration  for  the  erection  of  a  smelter  at  Bingham  Junction.  At 
about  the  same  time  the  Commercial  and  adjoining  claims  to  the  northeast  were 
consoUdated  as  the  Bingham  Gold  and  Copper  Mining  Company.  The  property 
was  thoroughly  explored  underground  from  Bingham  Gulch  to  Copper  Center  Gulch. 
Large  bodies  of  copper  sulphide  ore  were  proved,  and  a  smelter  has  been  erected. 

PROCESSES   OF   MINING. 

In  the  Bingham  district  mineral  has  been  found  to  be  widely  distributed,  in 
low  values,  and  often  in  very  favorable  locations.  Until  recently  it  has  been 
worked  on  a  small  scale  by  a  large  number  of  separate  parties,  hence  Bingham 
has  been  known  as  the  ''poor  man's  camp.*'  The  fact,  however,  that  miners  of 
this  class  have  been  able  to  work  at  a  profit  has  given  the  camp  a  reputation  for 
steady  output  and  thus  attracted  outside  capital.  Accordingly,  the  history  of  its 
technical  development  is  made  up  of  two  chapters,  the  early  period  of  cheap  and 
primitive  methods  practiced  on  a  small  scale  and  the  recent  period  of  expensive  and 
perfected  methods  practiced  on  an  extensive  scale. 

In  the  early  development  work  high  prices  were  a  serious  drawback.  When 
powder  cost  $100  a  keg  and  a  shovel  cost  $2.50,  the  expense  of  driving  the  original 
Jordan  tunnel  was  $60  a  foot.  To-day,  although  prices  are  lower  and  methods 
improved,  extent  and  depth  are  counterbalancing  factors  of  growing  importance. 

Methods  of  exploration. — The  method  of  exploring  for  ore  bodies  differs  according 
to  their  manner  of  occurrence,  whether  in  beds  or  fissures.  •Ore-bearing  beds  have 
been  opened  in  two  ways:  (1)  By  series  of  tunnels  driven  along  the  strike  from 
points  at  different  levels  on  the  outcrop,  with  crosscuts  to  prove  horizontal  extent 
and  inclines  on  the  dip  to  prove  extent  in  depth,  or  (2)  by  inclined  shafts  sunk 
from  the  surface  and  lateral  drifts  driven  at  regular  intervals  in  descent.  The  former 
offers  advantages  in  accessibility,  operation,  and  drainage,  and  is  regularly  adopted 
when  the  lode  is  suitably  intersected  by  a  gulch.  The  workings  of  the  Highland 
Boy,  Old  Jordan,  and  Old  Telegraph  mines  have  been  run  in  this  general  manner, 
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though  they  differ  in  one  respect.  The  connections  in  the  Highland  Boy  are  vertical 
winzes  in  the  foot  wall ;  those  in  th  other  two  mines  are  usually  inclines  on  the 
foot  wall.  The  method  of  sinking  on  an  ore-bearing  bed,  though  more  expensive 
and  more  inconvenient  for  operation  and  drainage,  is  adopted  of  necessity  when 
exploration  passes  below  the  lowest  surface  drainage.  It  has  been  followed  in 
the  Brooklyn,  Yosemite,  Yosemite  No.  2,  and  Dalton  and  Lark.  Ore-bearing 
fissures  have  been  opened  in  a  similar  manner.  When  the  fissure  is  \ery  steeply 
inclined,  as  many  in  this  district  are,  the  tunnels  or  drifts,  as  the  case  may  be,  lie 
in  the  same  vertical  plane  above  and  below^  one  another  and  are  connected  by 
winzes  in  the  lode.  The  method  of  opening  an  incUned  fissure  cut  obliquely  by 
a  gulch  is  exhibited  in  the  Winamuck;  and  that  of  a  vertical  fissure  truncated 
transversely  by  a  gulch,  in  the  Jersey  Blue.  No  clear  case  of  sinking  on  a  fissure 
similar  to  that  of  sinking  on  a  bed,  as  in  the  Yosemite  and  Brooklyn,  was  noted. 

These  methods,  it  may  be  said,  have  passed  through  two  stages  into  a  third. 
At  first  very  conservative  tunneling  and  some  sinking  was  all  that  was  attempted. 
As  the  surface  ores  became  exhausted,  workings  were  sunk  deeper  and  deeper,  imtil 
they  were  level  with  the  lowest  outlet  tunnel  to  the  surface.^  Lastly,  short  inclines 
and  vertical  shafts  have  been  sunk  below  the  outlet  level  and  pumping  has  been 
commenced.  This  third  stage  has  barely  begun,  however,  and  development  in 
Bingham  may  still  be  considered  shallow.  The  limit  of  this  cheap  method  is  nearly 
reached  and  the  problem  of  deep  mining  confronts  Bingham  operators.  Illustrative 
of  the  tunnel  status,  in  which  no  working  extends  below  the  lowest  tunnel  level,  the 
Butterfield  tunnel  (8,766  feet  in  length) ,  the  Queen  tunnel  (2,750  feet  long),  and  the 
Highland  Boy,  Last  Chance,  and  Nast  mines  may  be  cited.  The  initiation  of 
deep  mining  is  seen  in  the  Brooklyn  incline  (1,450  feet) ;  in  the  Yosemite  and  the 
Dalton  and  Lark  (800  feet) ;  in  the  Old  Jordan,  where  the  Jordan  incline  extends 
below  the  drain  level  to  the  400-  and  500-foot  levels;  in  the  Silver  Shield,  where  a 
vertical  shaft  extends  110  feet  below  the  tunnel  level;  and  in  the  Montezuma,, 
where  a  shaft  extends  about  100  feet  below  the  lowest  tunnel  outlet.  On  the 
United  States  Mining  Company's  properties  the  deep-shaft  mining  will  be  tempo- 
rarily postponed  by  driving  the  low  Evans  tunnel,  and  could  be  still  longer 
deferred  by  using  the  Franklin  tunnel  for  a  working  tunnel.  By  the  scheme  advo- 
cated by  the  projectors  of  the  Bingham  tunnel  this  stage  might  be  still  further 
delayed  by  all  the  large  companies. 

Methods  of  working  deposits. — The  methods  of  mining  the  ore  bodies  in  Bingham 
vary  with  differences  in  the  mode  of  occurrence  and  in  the  size  of  the  bodies.  Those 
whose  locus  is  an  inclined  bed  are  mined  either  by  direct  extension  of  the  face,  by 
overhead  or  reverse-step  stoping,  or  by  the  caving  system.  Ordinarily  the  thick- 
ness is  not  great  enough  to  necessitate  special  timbering,  but  when  it  is,  square  seta 
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have  in  the  past  been  introduced.  This  system  was  used  in  the  great  Lead  stope  in 
the  Old  Telegraph  mine,  in  the  Iron  stope  in  the  Old  Jordan,  and  in  the  three  shoots  of 
the  Highland  Boy.  When  the  size  of  a  shoot  permits,  however,  the  caving  system 
is  believed  to  be  cheaper.  This  has  been  introduced  in  the  Commercial  mine  and  is 
proposed  for  use  in  the  No.  1  shoot  of  the  Highland  Boy.  The  system  used  at  the 
Commercial  is  the  same  as  that  which  is  followed  in  some  iron  mines  in  Michigan 
and  in  Mercur.  The  inclined  ore  body  is  divided  into  two  sides  by  a  medial  incline 
on  the  dip  extending  from  highest  to  lowest  levels.  Lateral  drifts  are  driven  in  ore 
off  from  this  incline  along  the  strike,  and  to  the  termination  of  the  shoot,  at  vertical 
intervals  of  16  feet.  From  these  lateral  drifts  crosscut  drifts,  sized  to  take  a  3-foot 
cap  in  clear  and  6  J-foot  leg,  are  driven  to  both  foot  and  hanging  walls.  Stoping  con- 
sists of  robbing  back  on  the  hanging,  and  the  ore  thus  dislodged,  as  well  as  that  derived 
from  the  resulting  caving  of  the  hanging,  is  caught  on  board  floors.  On  removing  the 
loose  ore  from  below ,  the  intervening  slice  caves  of  its  own  weight  and  the  hanging 
waste  and  former  floor  come  in.  The  advantages  claimed  for  tliis  system  are  saving 
in  timber,  in  labor,  and  in  ore.  Thus  95  to  97  per  cent  of  the  ore  on  the  No.  3  sub- 
level  in  the  Commercial  was  reported  to  have  been  saved,  at  a  mining  cost  of  57 i  c^nts 
a  ton.  The  manager  of  the  Highland  Boy  states  that  it  is  expected  that  the  caving 
system  will  effect  a  saving  in  the  cost  of  mining  in  that  property  of  25  cents  a  ton. 

If  the  ore  occurs  in  fissures,  much  depends  upon  whether  pay  is  evenly  or 
unevenly  distributed.  In  the  former  case  overhead  stoping  is  resorted  to;  in 
the  latter,  when  the  pay  is  '^pockety,''  the  system  of  removmg  the  ore  is  neces- 
sarily very  irregular.  In  fissure  veins,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  rarely  reach 
great  widths,  timbering  is  usually  unnecessar\ .  Examples  of  these  stoped-out 
and  nontimbered  or  slightly  timbered  fissures  may  be  seen  in  the  Winamuck, 
Silver  Shield,  and  Montezuma. 

Mining/  machinery. — In  most  of  the  mines  drilling  is  done  by  single-man 
power.  In  the  larger  mines,  however,  machine  drills,  single  and  double,  are  in 
use.  The  Highland  Bov  and  Commercial  drive  their  machine  drills  bv  steam. 
On*  the  ITnited  States  properties  air  compressed  at  the  Old  Jordan  and  transmitted 
to  the  Old  Jordan,  Galena,  Niagara,  and  Telegraph  mines  is  used  for  the  drills. 
Shooting  is  done  by  match-lighted  fuses,  except  in  the  Highland  Boy  and  Com- 
mercial mines,  where,  at  points  from  which  retreat  is  difficult  or  slow,  it  is  done 
by  electric  batteries.  As  regards  underground  transportation,  ore  is  chuted  to 
the  working  levels,  usually  the  lowest  outlet  tunnel,  and  thence  is  taken  to  the 
surface  in  cars  for  shipment  to  reduction  plants.  The  cars  are  propelled  by  men, 
except  in  the  Highland  Boy,  where  they  are  drawn  in  trains  of  ten  by  mules.  It 
is  understood  that  electrical  power  is  to  ])e  used  for  tliis  purpose  in  the  Commercial. 
Pumping  has  not  yet  become  a  general  problem.     The  Brooklyn,  the  Yosemite, 
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Lead,  Dalton  and  Lark,  Winamuck,  and  West  Mountain  placer  have  encoun- 
tered this  problem,  and  the  Old  Jordan,  Silver  Shield,  and  Montezuma  are  passing 
to  it  in  a  smaller  way.  The  Winamuck  and  West  Mountain  placer,  after  consid- 
arable  diflSculty,  solved  it  by  installing  powerful  Cornish  j)umps.  The  last  three 
properties  have  found  small  pumps  of  a  few  horsepower  sufficient.  This  must 
in  the  future  prove  a  question  of  growing  importance. 

PROCESSES    OF   REDUCTION. 

The  processes  used  for  the  reduction  of  Bingham  ores  have  varied  with  the 
variations  in  the  chemical  and  mineralogical  character  of  the  ores.  As  has  been 
shown,  mining  in  this  camp  has  developed  tlu'ough  several  periods,  each  of  which 
was  determined  by  a  different  type  of  ore;  consequently,  the  development  of  the 
processes  of  reduction  has  followed  similar  periods. 

In  the  early  days  reduction  offered  fewer  difficulties  than  at  present;  then, 
ores  were  mainly  carbonates,  and,  as  they  lay  within  the  zone  of  surface  enrich- 
ment, carried  comparatively  high  values.  To-day,  exploitation  has  passed  below 
this  zone  of  ore,  especially  adapted  to  profitable  reduction,  into  deposits  of  sul- 
phides of  very  low  grade.  In  the  intervening  period  the  siliceous  gold  ores  re(|uired 
special  methods  of  treatment. 

Briefly,  the  history  of  reduction  processes  may  be  considered  under  three 
heads:  The  early  methods  of  smelting  the  carbonate  ores;  the  intervening  period 
of  milling  gold  ores;  and  the  present  period  of  improved  methods  of  smelting 
low-grade  copper  ores. 

Early  smelters.  -In  1871  t.ie  first  smelter  in  Bingham  Canyon  was  erected 
at  the  Utah  mine.  This  was  stated  in  1873  to  have  proved  a  failure.  The  fol- 
lowing items  are  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  for  1872: 

**The  cost  of  each  ton  of  ore  smelted  is:  In  fluxes,  $6.96;  charcoal,  81.5.80; 
labor,  $4.27;  calcination,  $5.30;  mining  and  incidentals,  $6;  aggregating  $38.33 
per  ton,  while  the  amount  produced  from  each  ton  of  ore  smelted  was,  gross,  $43.85, 
leaving  only  $5.52  as  net  profit  on  each  ton  of  ore."' 

The  Winamuck  smelter,  on  the  other  hand,  was  most  successfully  operated 
by  Messrs.  Bristol  &  Daggett.  The  expenses  were  very  high,  but  the  losses  were 
correspondingly  low: 

^^Charcoal  costs  (freight  and  waste  included)  something  over  30  cents  a 
bushel;  iron  ore  (the  pure  red  hematite,  brought  from  Rawlins,  Wyoming  Ter- 
ritory), $22.50  to  $25  per  ton;  limestone,  $7  per  ton.  Fire  bricks  are  brought 
from  Golden  City,  Colorado,  or  even  from  Illinois.  As  the  charge  of  the  furnace 
consists  of  about  13  parts  ore,  4  parts  iron  ore,  5  parts  limestone,  and  6  parts  char- 
coal, with  2  parts  old  slags,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  BeschicJcung  is  highly  expensive. 

a  Murphy,  J.  H.,  cited  In  report  of  R.  W.  Raymond:  Mineral  Resources  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  for  1873,  p.  254. 
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In  respect  of  completeness  of  extraction  the  works  are  doing  excellently  for  this 
region,  the  total  losses  in  treatment  being  6.4  per  cent  of  the  lead  and  5.8  per  cent 
of  the  silver  contained  as  per  fire  assay  in  the  ore.'  ^ 

This  exceedingly  low  rate  of  loss,  Mr.  Eilers^  states,  was  less  than  at  any 
other  works  in  the  West,  except  at  Eureka.     Mr.  Daggett*"  gives  the  total  cost 
of  ore  per  ton,  including  mining,  smelting  ($44),  freight,  sampling,  etc.,  as  $89.73 
In  1872  the  Winamuck  works  included — 

*'two  Piltz  furnaces,  14  feet  in  height  from  the  tuyeres  to  the  feed  hole,  3i  feet 
in  diameter  at  the  tuyeres,  and  18  inches  in  thickness  of  walls.  There  are  six 
tuyeres,  with  2}-inch  nozzles.  The  slag  discharge  is  10  inches  below  the  tuyeres. 
.  .  .  The  automatic  siphon  tap  is  employed  Blast  is  furnished  from  the 
Root  blowers  that  have  been  worked  up  to  a  pressure  of  2  inches  of  mercury,  but 
the  usual  pressure  is  IJ  inches."*' 

About  1873  to  1874,  however,  the  easily  reduced  carbonates  were  nearly 
worked  out  on  most  of  the  large  Bingham  properties,  and  methods  of  smelting 
had  to  be  altered  accordingly. 

''The  carbonate  ores,  although  refractory  on  account  of  the  large  percentage 
of  quartz,  offered  no  special  difficulties  in  smelting  if  mixed  with  the  proper  fluxes. 
It  was  also  possible  to  smelt  a  certain  amoimt  of  sulphuret  ore  after  previous 
roasting  in  heaps,  or  a  partial  roasting  in  the  reverberktory  furnace,  together  with 
carbonate  ore,  as  thereby  a  saving  in  iron  ore  could  be  eflFected.  When  we  have 
to  treat  the  sulphuret  ore  alone,  we  find  heap  roasting  altogether  insufficient  and 
a  complete  roasting  in  the  reverberatory  furnaces  too  expensive,  and  besides  the 
percentage  of  lead  in  the  sulphuret  ore  is  too  low  for  smelting.'  *'' 

At  about  the  same  time  that  the  necessity  for  altering  methods  of  smelting 
to  suit  the  sulphide  ores  arose  rich  strikes  were  made  in  several  Western  States, 
and  capital  was  thus  attracted  thither.     It  slowly  returned,  however,  and  then 
followed  a  period  of  successful  lead  mining,  encouraged  by  improved  and  cheapened, 
smelter  conditions. 

Gold  stamp  milU. — In  the  course  of  continued  exploration  the  superficial 
bodies  of  siliceous  gold  ores  had  been  encountered  in  the  great  limestones.  Several 
times  in  the  history  of  the  camp  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  desirability  of 
milling  gold  ores.  In  this  work  in  1882  there  were  four  stamp  mills  engaged,  the« 
Jordan  having  one  of  ten  stamps  and  another  of  sixty,  the  Stewart  one  of  twenty, 
and  the  Stewart  No.  2,  one  of  ten  stamps.  The  ten-stamp  Jordan  mill  located  at 
the  mine  was — 

' '  a  steam  mill  with  500-pound  stamps,  amalgamated  copper-plate  riffles,  two  pans 
one  settler,  one  Ball  amalgamator,  and  some  tie  boxes  for  concentration  of  lead 


ores. 


} } 


a  Raymond,  R.  W.,  Mineral  Resources  West  of  tta«  Rocky  Mountains,  1878,  pp.  362-253. 

h  EiteTS,  Am  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  1,  pp.  38(^-906. 

«Doggett,  Ellsworth,  Economic  results  of  smelting  in  Utah:  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  yoL  2,  p.  24. 

d  Ra3nnond,  R.  W.,  Mineral  Resouxxses  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  1873,  p.  2S8. 

«  Raymond,  R.  W.,  Mineral  Resources  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  1876,  p.  348. 
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The  sixty-stamp  mill  was — 

"on  the  Jordan  River  2  miles  northwest  of  Sandy.  .  .  .  Its  fittings  consist 
of  one  large  engine;  two  boilers,  4 J  by  16  feet;  two  Blake  rock  breakers,  9  by  15 
inches;  one  pair  of  Cornish  rolls,  30  inches  in  diameter  with  16-inch  face,  with 
chilled  steel  shells;  Tulloch's  self-feeders,  sixty  850-pound  stamps,  single  discharge 
mortars;  and  two  electric  Ughts/*  ^ 

The  Stewart  twenty-stamp  mill — 

'* consisted  of  a  60-horsepower  engine;  a  boiler,  16  feet  by  60  inches;  a  Blake  plaster 
crusher,  12  by  16  inches;  twenty  650-pound  and  750-pound  stamps,  speed  90,  drop 
from  7  to  9  inches,  single  discharge;  Russia  iron  No.  6  slot  screen;  2  Tulloch  and 
2  Hendy  self-feeders;  and  aprons  with  amalgamated  copper  plates.  The  capacity 
of  the  mill  was  about  50  tons  per  day."* 

The  Jordan  ore  assayed  from  $150  to  $1,500  and,  it  was  claimed,  would  average 
$10  per  ton.  The  average  assay  value  of  several  himdred  tons  that  were  run 
through  the  ten-stamp  mill  in  1880  was  $19.90  gold  and  $8.40  silver   per  ton.  ^ 

The  Stewart  mill  treated  in  1880  over  10,000  tons  of  ore,  which  averaged  $11 
in  gold.  Cash  receipts  for  bulUon  produced  amounted  to  $99,267.37.  Fineness 
of  buUion  was  0.900  gold,  0.060  silver,  and  0.040  copper. 

While  reports  agree  that  the  results  from  the  Jordan  and  Stewart  mills  were 
unsatisfactory,  some  state  that  those  from  the  Commercial  gold  ore  were  successful. 
The  operator,  however,  admits  their  failure.  The  general  cause  assigned  for  the 
failure  was  the  loss  of  the  gold  in  tailings  through  imperfect  amalgamation. 
Accordingly,  the  large  mill  which  was  erected  in  the  course  of  developing  the 
Highland  Boy  property  was  equipped  with  a  cyanide  plant.  The  operator  states 
that  the  results  were  successful  but  not  satisfactor3\  The  failure  was  attributed 
to  the  extra  high  percentage  of  cyanide  required  to  save  the  gold,  and  this  was 
held  to  be  due  to  the  presence  of  copper.  This  treatment  of  the  oxidized  siUceous 
ore  from  the  hill  south  of  the  Niagara  mill  affords  the  only  instance  in  which 
cyaniding  is  held  to  have  been  carried  on  at  a  profit. 

Leaching  operations, — Another  experiment  directed  to  more  complete  saving  of 
values  was  conducted  by  the  operators  of  the  Old  Telegraph  mine.  Its  object  was 
to  increase  savings  by  ' '  leaching  the  so-called  silver  quartz  and  the  siliceous  tailings 
produced  by  the  mechanical  concentration  of  a  very  argentiferous  second-class  lead 
ore."  The  following  statement  regarding  the  problem,  the  process,  and  the 
results  is  extracted  in  full: 

''It  was  admitted  that  large  quantities  of  so-called  'silver  quartz,'  with  at 
least  15  to  20  ounces  silver  per  ton,  could  be  taken  out  of  the  mine  at  little  expense, 
and  that  this  ore,  as  well  as  the  iron  pyrites,  could  be  got  down  from  the  mine  to 
the  Jordan  River,  about  17  miles,  by  tramway  and  railroad,  for  not  over  $1  per 
ton,  since  years  before  a  rate  of  $1.25  had  been  given  for  second-class  ore.     Other 

a  Huntley.  D.  B.,  Tenth  Ceneua,  yoI.  13,  p.  409.  b  Idem,  p.  417.  e  Idem,  p.  409. 
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economical  features  of  the  plan  were  the  use  of  the  p\Tites  for  making  acid,  avail- 
ahility  of  salt  from  Salt  Lake,  and  a  very  favorable  position  on  the  Jordan  River. 
I  am  soiT}'  to  say  that  some  of  these  economical  advantages  having  thus  far  failed 
to  he  realized,  the  plan  has  been  for  the  present  laid  aside,  although  the  technical 
results  of  the  experiments  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  ilr.  De  la  Bouglise  has 
taken  patents  for  the  process. 

*^From  the  old  tailings,  residues  of  the  leacliing  and  concentration  made  in 
1S7S  to  1880,  as  above  mentioned,  not  more  than  70  per  cent,  but  from  some  good 
silver  ore  from  the  mine  as  much  as  95  per  cent  of  the  silver  could  be  extracted. 

*^In  these  experiments  the  liquor  employed  was  hot  brine,  acidulated  \^'ith 
muriatic  or  sulphuric  acid  to  such  an  extent  as  was  called  for  especially  by  the 
little  carbonate  of  lead  present  in  the  ore.  and  by  the  degree  of  acidity  desired  in 
the  final  liquor,  ready  for  the  precipitation  of  the  silver.  The  carbonate  of  lead 
appeared  to  occasion  no  inconvenience  beyond  that  of  augmenting  the  consump- 
tion of  acid,  the  silver  in  the  carbonate  being  readily  dissolved,  and  the  lead  also 
passing  mostly  into  solution  as  chloride.  The  iron  and  copper  from  the  ore,  passing 
into  solution,  improved  the  chloridizing  and  dissolving  pro|>erties  of  the  liquor. 
Some  of  the  gold  also  goes  into  solution,  wliich  fact,  with  the  coloration  of  the 
liquor,  indicates  that  somehow  chlorine  is  liberated  and  is  active  in  the  process. 

^^The  solubility  of  the  chloride  of  silver  is  augmented  by  the  presence  of  some 
free  acid  in  the  final  liquor.  But  it  might  happen  that  such  liquor,  if  further  used 
on  a  fresh  batch  of  ore  in  such  a  wav  as  to  neutralize  it,  would  lose  its  color  and 
part  of  the  silver  previously  in  solution. 

'*  As  the  free  acid  would  cause  a  large  consumption  of  copper  or  iron,  if  these 
were  used  to  precipitate  the  silver,  granulated  lead-bullion  (from  the  old  slag 
dumps)  was  experimented  with  as  a  precipitant.  In  small  experiments,  where  the 
surface  of  the  lead  was  kept  clear  by  strong  agitation,  most  of  the  silver  was  readily 
precipitated  while  the  solution  was  losing  its  color,  and  before  any  copper  began 
to  precipitate.  On  a  large  scale,  this  operation  could  probably  be  conveniently 
effected  in  revolving  wooden  barrels.  Most  of  the  chloride  of  lead  can  be  easily 
separated  from  the  liquor  by  cooling,  and  could  be  reduced  to  spong}'  lead  by 
metallic  iron,  and  used  over  again,  as  an  effective  precipitant  of  the  silver. 

**This  part  of  the  process  needs,  however,  to  be  tested  b}-  mofe  experiments, 
on  a  larger  scale. 

*^The  practical  difTiculties  encountered  are  mostly  of  a  mechanical  nature; 
for  instance,  the  difficulty  of  filtration  through  the  ore  and  thp  handling  of  the 
li(|Uor.  The  most  favorable  results  have  been  obtained  by  agitation  of  the  ore 
with  the  liquor,  kept  hot  with  steam,  and  by  subsequent  decantation.  It  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  pumps  could  be  got  to  handle  the  liquor  satisfactorily,  especi- 
ally by  avoiding  the  pumping  of  hot  liquor.  In  the  experimental  plant  built  at 
West  Jordan,  near  Bingham  Junction,  to  avoid  any  interruption  on  account  of 
pumps,  the  liquor  w^as  carried  up  and  down  an  inclined  plane  by  the  use  of  a  cable 
elevator.  In  this  plant,  moved  by  water  power,  there  are  agitating  tubs  of  1,000 
to  1,500  pounds  capacity,  and  also  smaller  ones  for  testing  on  20-pound  to  30-pound 
charges.  There  are  also  five  750-pound  stamps,  and  one  pair  of  Cornish  rolls,  for 
wet  and  dry  crushing,  a  few  pieces  of  concentrating  apparatus,  and  one  Bruckner 
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cylinder,  12  feet  long  by  5  feet  6  inches  in  diameter.  A  small  acid  plant,  consisting 
of  two  pyrite  burners  and  a  single  lead  chamber,  50  by,  20  by  18  feet,  followed  by  a 
lead  drum,  40  by  4  by  4  feet,  need  to  be  enlarged  in  order  to  work  economically/^  ** 

Present  smelters, — At  present  the  reduction  problem  is  twofold:  (1)  How  to 
smelt  low-grade  copper-iron  ore  at  a  profit;  (2)  how  to  concentrate  second-  and 
third-class  lead  and  copper  ore  with  minimum  loss. 

The  former  question  is  being  answered  by  each  of  the  large  companies  in 
Bingham  by  erecting  private  smelters  which  embody  the  latest  metallurgical  and 
mechanical  improvements,  and  are  in  each  case  especially  adapted  to  treat  their  own 
ores.  Thus  the  Highland  Bo}',  outputting  an  ore  essentially  iron  and  copper,  with 
low  silver,  gold,  and  lead  values,  no  zinc,  and  a  calcareous  and  siliceous  gangue,  has 
erected  a  reverberatory  smelter  for  normal  matte  smelting.  Its  very  complete  and 
efficient  equipment  includes  sampler,  assay  office,  furnaces,  converter,  power  plant,  and 
machine,  blacksmith,  and  carpenter  shops.  The  sampler  plant  comprises  a  Blake 
crusher,  a  belt  conveyor,  a  revolving  screen,  a  pair  of  rolls  (15  by  26) ,  and  a  sampling 
device.  The  furnaces  include  three  Wethey-Holtoff  roasting  furnaces,  each  of  75 
to  80  tons  daily  capacity;  eight  MacDougall  roasting  furnaces,  each  of  40  to  50  tons 
daily  capacity;  and  seven  reverberatory  furnaces,  each  of  70  tons  capacity.  In  the 
three  converter  stalls  cylindrical  converters,  68  by  96  inches,  are  used.  The  power 
plant,  in  which  all  power  required  at  the  works  is  generated,  includes  a  250  kilowatt 
Westinghouse  generator,  one  Nordberg  compound  condensing  engine,  one  com- 

9 

pound  blowing  engine  for  converters,  and  three  250-horsepower  locomotive  fire-box 
boilers.  The  coal  bunkers  have  a  capacity  of  2,000  tons,  and  the  storage  ore  bins 
will  hold  2,500  tons.  The  main  structure,  377  by  74  feet,  is  of  corrugated  iron, 
with  crane  track  for  handling  converters  extending  entire  length,  and  its  stack  is 
15  by  200.     All  transportation  is  effected  by  ground  and  elevated  electric  tram. 

At  time  of  visit  about  500  tons  crude  ore  were  smelted  daily  at  this  plant.  The 
ore  treated  contains  normally  about  30  per  cent  silica,  30  per  cent  iron,  and  30  per 
cent  sulphur,  and  only  when  silica  runs  extra  high  is  lime  added.  Coke  is  not  used 
for  flux;  but  in  the  We  they  furnace  coal  is  used,  and  in  the  MacDougall  the  sulphur 
of  the  ore  suffices.  The  copper  matte  produced  carries  35  to  40  per  cent  copper 
and  a  small  percentage  of  gold  and  silver.  The  bullion  produced  from  the  converters 
is  stated  to  carry  99.1  per  cent  copper. 

This  plant  is  noteworthy  for  its  completeness,  its  convenience  of  arrangement, 
its  economy  of  heat  and  labor,  and  its  general  efficiency.  It  comprises  many 
features  that  deserve  special  mention,  but  the  province  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  a  description  of  these.  It  must  suffice  to  cite  an  illustration  or  two.  Thus, 
lack  of  sufficient  water  is  partially  remedied  by  taking  water  at  160°  from  the 

a  Lavagnino,  G.,  The  Old  Telegraph  mine:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  16,  pp.  31-32. 
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furnace  to  a  cooling  tower,  whence  it  is  passed  by  gravity  over  a  series  of  slats 
and  thus  reduced  to  80°  witli  a  loss  of  only  10  per  cent  of  the  water.  Again,  heat 
is  conserved  by  charging  the  reverberatories  with  calcine  while  it  is  still  at  red 
heat.  Among  many  features  by  which  economy  of  labor  is  effected  may  be  men- 
tioned electric  transportation;  for  example,  a  single  man  handles  all  ore  supplied 
to  the  furnaces;  and  there  are  automatic  stokers,  automatic  blowing  engines  for 
converters,  and  an  electric  traveling  crane  (30-ton)  for  handling  converters. 

The  Bingham  Copper  and  Gold  Mining  Company,  owner  of  the  Commercial 
mine,  has  erected  its  smelter  at  Bingham  Junction.  The  Commercial  ore  is  essen- 
tially a  copper  sulphide  with  some  gold,  no  zinc  nor  lead,  and  a  siliceous,  calcareous 
gangue.  Inasmuch  as  lead  has  not  been  found  in. this  ore  up  to  date  of  building, 
a  semipyritic  process  of  smelting  has  been  adopted.  The  main  building  is  a  steel 
and  iron  structure,  400  by  175  feet  in  areal  dimensions,  and  is  floored  with  steel 
and  concrete.  The  plant  includes  a  sampler,  furnaces,  and  power  plant.  The 
sampler,  comprising  the  usual  outfit,  has  a  capacity  of  50  tons  in  ten  hours.  Up  to 
time  of  visit — six  montlis  after  the  smelter  had  gone  into  commission — matte  was 
refined  in  part  by  the  United  Metals  Company  and  in  part  at  the  Highland  Boy 
smelter.  Contracts  were  then  let  for  a  converter  plant  at  this  property,  to  have 
a  capacity  of  1,500,000  pounds  of  blister  copper  a  month.  The  three  rectangular 
blast  furnaces  have  a  daily  capacity  of  225  tons  each,  and  were  especially  designed 
for  this  plant  with  a  view  to  utilizing  the  sulphur  contained  in  the  ore  for  fuel  as 
fully  as  possible.  An  effective  system  of  dust  flues  and  chambers,  145  feet  long, 
connects  the  furnace  with  the  main  stack,  which  is  220  feet  high.  Power  for  the 
blowers  for  the  furnaces  is  transmitted  from  the  Utah  Lighting  Company's  plant  in 
Little  Cottonwood  Canyon  by  three  75-horsepower  motors. 

The  siliceous  ore^  carrying  the  copper  and  iron  sulphides  are  smelted  raw 
without  roasting.  About  7  per  cent  of  coke  with  lime  is  used  in  an  average  chaise. 
A  concentration  of  about  10  into  1  yields  a  matte  carrying  35  per  cent  copper  and 
some  gold  and  silver.  The  average  recovery  effected  is  stated  to  be  about  97  per 
cent.  The  slag  losses  by  this  method  are  considered  to  be  lower  than  those  by  the 
reverberatory  process,  but  as  reported  the  copper,  silver,  and  gold  contents  in  the 
slags  of  the  Commercial  and  Highland  Boy  smelters  are  approximately  equal. 

The  system  of  ventilation  has  been  so  highly  perfected  that  even  on  the  charg- 
ing floor,  immediately  beside  the  furnaces,  smoke  and  gas  were  not  noticeable. 
The  feature  of  particular  interest  at  this  smelter,  however,  is  its  so-called  pyritic 
type.  The  designer  of  the  furnaces  and  superintendent  of  plant  states  that  although 
the  sulphur  included  in  the  ore  is  utilized  as  far  as  practicable,  the  process  as  here 
practiced  is  not  true  pyritic  smelting,  since  a  hot  blast  without  carbonaceous  fuel 
is  not  employed.  The  process  adopted  might  more  properly  be  termed  *'raw 
smelting.' ' 
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At  date  of  writing  plans  have  been  drawn  up  and  proposals  made  by  the  T^nited 
States  Mining  Company  to  erect  a  third  large  copper  smelter  at  Bingham  Junction.  ^ 

The  reduction  of  the  lead  output  from  this  district  has  been  effected  at  the 
old  Gtermania  works,  owned  by  the  American  Smelting  and  Refining  Company  at 
Murray.  An  extensive  new  plant  is  now  in  process  of  construction  near  the  old 
plant.     It  is  to  be  a  metal  structure  to  be  built  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,000,000.* 

Concentration  mills,  * — The  more  efficient  concentration  of  low-grade  Bingham 
ores  is  a  pressing  problem.  A  number  of  mills  situated  immediately  in  the 
district  are  running  on  Bingham  ore,  but  none  are  extensive;  only  one  is  modern 
and  the  others  are  somewhat  limited  in  capacity  and  efficiency.  The  Bemis  and  the 
Rogers  mills,  both  located  in  Bingham  Canyon,  do  custom  work  on  percentage. 
The  Shawmut  mill,  near  the  mouth  of  Carr  Fork,  treats  only  the  product  of  the 
Shawmut  Mining  Company.  The  Fortune  mill  was  running  at  intervals  during 
the  summer  of  1900  on  ores  from  the  mines  of  that  company.  Some  concentrating 
by  hand  jig  was  done  for  a  short  time  in  1900  by  the  Silver  Shield  Mining 
Company.  Experiments  in  concentration  were  made  by  the  United  States  Mining 
Company  at  the  Jordan  mill  during  the  summer  of  1900;  also  by  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Mining  Company  at  the  Dewey  mill,  just  before  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
the  fall  of  1900.  At  the  Queen  tunnel  a  ten-stamp  mill,  with  concentrating  and 
possibly  cyanide  plant,  was  in  process  of  erection. 

The  Bemis  concentrating  mill,  which  does  much  of  the  custom  work  of  the 
district,  is  equipped  with  one  Blake  crusher,  9  by  15;  one  smooth-faced  roll,  16  by  17; 
one  smooth-faced  roll,  12  by  20;  four  jigs  (special  design);  2  Wilfley  tables,  and 
a  sizer.  It  was  built  in  1898  for  treating  low-grade  copper  ores,  and  has  a  capacity 
of  5  tons  per  hour.  In  1900,  14,000  tons  of  ore  were  concentrated.  The  price 
charged  is  $1  a  ton. 

The  Rogers  mill,  at  Upper  Bingham,  is  smaller,  and  during  1900,  was  running 
fairly  steadily  on  leasers'  ore.  It  is  equipped  with  5  stamps  of  650  pounds  each, 
2  revolving  screens  of  8  and  16  mesh,  3  jigs,  2  Wilfley  tables,  and  a  hydraulic  sizer. 
Both  copper  and  lead  ores  are  treated.  The  capacity  averages  20  to  25  tons  in 
eight  hours,  but  varies  with  the  hardness,  ranging  from  10  to  30  tons.  In  1900, 
during  250  days,  5,500  tons  of  ore  were  concentrated. 

The  Shawmut  mill  is  situated  on  the  property  of  that  name  on  the  north  slope 
of  Carr  Fork,  just  above  its  mouth.  It  is  equipped  with  1  Gates  rock  breaker,  2 
pairs  smooth  Davis  rolls,  7  Hartz  jigs,  1  Chilian  mill,  4  sets  cylindrical  screens  4  to 
12  mesh,  and  4  Wilfley  tables.  Power  for  a  60-horsepower  dynamo  is  obtained 
from  the  Telluride  Power  Company.     At  time  of  visit  30  to  35  tons  of  low-grade 

o  A  brief  description  of  this  smelter  and  of  additional  features  in  smelting  Bingham  ores  is  given  under  the  heading 
"Recent  deyelopments/'  p.  38S. 

b  For  a  brief  statement  on  a  new  mill  for  the  concentration  of  Bingham  ore,  sec  *'  Recent  developments,"  p.  383. 
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pyritic  copper  ore  were  being  run  through  in  each  eight-hour  day.  The  plant  is 
equipped,  however,  to  treat  100  tons  a  day. 

The  Butterfield  mill  was  still  in  process  of  construction  during  the  field  season. 
It  was  to  be  supplied  with  extra  heavy  rolls  to  do  fine  crushing.  Owing  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  ore,  it  is  expected  that  some  experimentation  will  be 
required  before  a  satisfactory  treatment  is  attained. 

The  low  gi*ade  of  Bingham  ores  opens  a  good  field  for  concentrators.  Their 
conij)osite  character,  however,  renders  it  difficult  to  make  high  saving  and  clean 
tailings.  Nevertheless  it  would  seem  that  the  low  but  constant  tenor  of  copper  and 
gold  in  the  mineralized  porphyries  and  the  high  zinc  values  in  ore  from  a  number 
of  fissure  veins  deserve  most  thorough  mill  tests. 

The  advance  in  methods  of  mining,  milling,  and  reduction  is  well  indicated  by 
the  lower  and  lower  grades  of  ore  which  can  be  handled  at  a  profit.  Thus  an  expe- 
rienced mining  manager  states  that  in  the  seventies  the  ore  mined  and  reduced  is 
said  to  have  carried  about  880,  and  that  containing  below  $40  to  $50  a  ton  was 
considered  to  be  too  low  grade  to  save.  In  the  early  nineties  methods  had  been  so 
far  improved  as  to  enable  the  successful  handling  of  $20  ore  and,  in  favorable 
instances,  of  $16  ore.  At  present,  with  recent  improvements  in  mining,  trans- 
portation, and  smelting,  ore  carrjnng  values  of  $8  to  $9  is  w^orked,  and  imder 
certain  conditions  a  saving  may  be  made  on  $6  ore. 

•  PRODUCTION.'' 

In  the  fall  of  1900  the  general  condition  of  the  mining  industry  in  Bingham 
was  steadily  growing  better.  Although  the  camp  had  not  reached  the  state  of 
activity  that  was  enjoyed  in  early  times  preceding  recent  diflficulties,  it  was  feeUng 
the  effect  of  the  successful  explorations  conducted  by  the  large  consolidated  interests 
for  bodies  of  low-grade  copper  ore.  Processes  for  cheaper  treatment  and  reduction 
had  been  perfected  and  private  smelters  erected.  Large  mines  located  on  massive 
limestones  were  either  shipping  copper  ore  or  were  prepared  to  do  so.  Many  prop- 
erties operating  lead  sulphide  ore  in  fissures—  as  the  Silver  Shield,  Petro,  Montezuma. 
Nast,  and  Last  Chance — were  induced  to  ship  steadily  by  the  rise  in  the  pric^  of 
lead.  During  the  year  1900  ore  was  shipped  from  the  following  properties:  Silver 
Shield,  Montezuma,  Petro,  Nast,  Last  Chance,  Fortime,  Neptune,  Shawmut,  Julia, 
Dean,  Butterfield,  Erie,  Zelnora,  Burning  Moscow,  Ignited  States  (leases),  Boston 
Consolidated,  Dalton  and  Lark,  Bingham  Gold  and  Copper,  Columbia,  Ashland, 
Phoenix,  Red  Wing,  Dixon,  York,  Caledonia,  Frisco,  Dana  and  Agnes,  Midland, 
Greeley,  Albino,  St.  Joe,  and  Louise  S. 

a  Additional  flgiin's,  showing  a  great  increase  in  production  during  late  years,  are  given  in  the  Addendum. 
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The  output  of  the  Bingham  mines  during  the  year  1900  reached  a  total  of 
101;132  tons  of  ore,  which  were  shipped  as  follows: 

Shipments  oj  ore  from  Bingham  mining  district  during  ]90(),  by  months. 

Tons. 
January 8, 438 

February 7, 239 

March 8.138 

April 7,263 

May 9,715 

June 8, 358 

Julv 6,805 

August 7, 363 

September 8, 228 

October 8,578 

November 10, 603 

December 10, 404 

Total 101,132 

The  reports  on  Mineral  Resources  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  of  the 
Director  of  the  I'nited  States  Mint  present  the  most  complete  data  on  the  known 
production  obtainable: 

Knoum  production  oj  the  Bingham  mining  district,  1870-1900. 


Year. 

1870  ' 

1871 

1872 

1873  ' 

1874  i 
1875 
1876 

1877  I 

1878  ' 
1879 

1880  i 

1881  ! 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 


Gold. 

Ounces. 
48, 374 

silver. 

Lead. 
Tons. 

Copper. 
Pound  i(. 

4,837 

1 

203,536 

1,383 

1,306 

4,111 
1,451 

416,920 

650 
13,500 



.......... 

.--...-...-. 

i 

I 

1 

5,993 

4,878 

4,317 

3,386 

433, 134 
439, 981 
472,666 
1,350,000 
800,000 

3,173 

•    ••••••... 

5,000 

5,000 



5,000 

Year. 

1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 

Total. 


Gold. 


Silver. 


4,400 

3,500 

4, 705 

4,037 

6,564 

4,644 

8,000 

11.000 

10,000 

8,0(]0 

7, 200 

9,0(X) 

8,611 

12,226 

193, 835 


Ounces. 
600,000 
48:^,000 
561,280 
450, 990 
750, 500 
C)05,896 
650,000 
(yr.0, 000 
700,000 
610,000 
500,000 
350,000 
201,801 
238,267 


11,472.849 


Lead. 
Ton«. 

Copper. 
Pounds, 

-    •■    ■•    -•• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,160 
2,130 

18,823 

4,145,028 
6, 196, 660 

10,341,688 

10556— No.  38—05- 
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Reference  to  the  above  table  giving  known  production  reveals  the  omission  of 
several  unknown  amounts.  Thus,  exact  figures  could  not  be  found  for  the  gold 
output  for  the  years  1876-1879,  inclusive,  and  for  1881;  for  the  silver  output  for 
the  years  1875-1879  and  1881,  nor  for  the  output  of  copper  and  lead  up  to  1899. 
The  values  of  each  of  these  products  for  these  periods  have  been  approximated  as 
closely  as  possible  by  means  of  the  available  data.  The  values  of  the  known  products 
given  in  the  above  table  have  been  figured  on  the  values  current  for  each  metal  in 
1900,  as  follows:  Gold,  $20.67  (coinage  value);  silver,  62  cents  (average  for  1900); 
copper,  16.5  cents  (New  York  market) ;  lead,  4.4  cents  per  pound.  The  production 
shown  in  the  table,  when  at  these  values,  gives  an  aggregate  value  for  the  approxi- 
mate total  output  from  Bingham  to  1900  of  $20,745,575 — in  round  numbers 
$21,000,000. 

SUMMARY   or   HISTORY   OF  THE   DISTRICT. 

A  chronological  summary  of  the  history  of  the  district  is  given  in  the  following 
table : 

Important  events  in  the  history  of  the  Bingham  mining  district. 

1863  (September  17 ).    The  West  Jordan  claim  located  by  G.  B.  Ogilvie ;  first  recorded  mining  location  in  Utah. 

1863  (December).     West  Mountain  mining  district  oiganized;  first  mining  district  in  Utah. 

1864.  Placer  gold  discovered. 

1864  (January).    Galena  claim  located. 

1864  (May).     Vidette  claim  located:  first  property  to  show  copper. 

1864  (summer).     West  Jordan  Mining  Company  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  California. 

1864  (July).    0)lumbia  claim  located. 

1865.  Spanish  claim  located. 

1866  (January  3).     Yosemite  located. 

1866  (March  31 ).     Winamuck  discovered  by  Mormon  farmers. 

1868  (June).     First  shipment  of  ore  from  Utah  (copper  ore  from  Kingston  (1)  claim). 

1870  (October  1).    Last  Chance  claim  located. 
1871.     Utah  smelter  built.     Winamuck  smelter  built. 

1871  (March  3).     No-You-Don't  claim  located  by  T.  H.  B.  Jones. 

1873  (June  6).     Montreal  claim  located  by  four  prospectors.     (Original  locations  on  Tel^^ph  lode  were  No- 

You-Don't,  Montreal,  Nez  Perct's  Chief.) 
1873  (June  29).    Nez  Percys  Chief  claim  located  by  R.  Godfrey. 

1873.  Highland  Boy  claim  located  by  James  W.  Campbell. 

1873  (December).     Bingham  Canyon  (narrow  gauge)  Railroad  completed. 

1874.  Carbonates  penetrated  and  sulphides  entered  in  principal  mines. 
1874.    Concentration  works  erected;  first  in  Utah. 

1877.    Leaching  works  erected. 

1881-1889.    Butterfield  Canyon  mines  prominent  as  producers  of  lead  ore. 

1896  (December).    Discovery  of  paying  copper  ore  in  Highland  Boy  mine.    Initiation  of  activity  in  copper 
mining. 

1896.  Utah  Consolidated  Mining  Company  (Highland  Boy)  oiganized. 

1897.  Boston  ConsoHdated  Mining  0)mpany  organized. 

1899  (March).    Consolidation  of  Old  Jordan  and  Galena, Spanish, and  Telegraph  mines, and  organization  of 

United  States  Mining  0)mpany. 
1899  (May).    Highland  Boy  smelter  in  commission. 
1899  (December).    Bingham  Gold  and  Copper  Company  organized. 
1900.    Shawmut  mill  erected. 
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1900.  Smelter  of  Bingham  Gold  and  Copper  Company  erected  at  Bingham  Junction. 

1901.  Concentration  and  enlargement  of  Highland  Boy  plant  at  the  mine. 
1901.    Steam  railway  extended  to  Upper  Bingham. 

1901  (May).     Purchase  of  Dalton  and  Lark-Brooklyn- Yosemite  group  and  consolidation  with  Bingham  Gold 
and  Copper  Mining  Company  as  ''  Bingham  Consolidated  Mining  Company." 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Although  this  district  has  been  visited  by  many  experienced  geologists  and 
mining  experts  during  a  period  covering  forty  years,  very  few  publications  relating 
to  either  its  areal  or  its  economic  geology  have  appeared.  The  following  bibliog- 
raphy includes  the  titles  of  those  consulted  and  brief  sketches  of  the  contents  of 
the  more  important  ones.  Many  contain  only  incidental  references  to  the  district; 
none  attempt  to  treat  its  geology  fully,  and  only  one  seriously  undertakes  a  thorough 
description  of  a  mining  property.  The  report  on  the  ^  ^  Mining  industries  of  Utah, ' ' 
prepared  by  D.  B.  Huntley  for  the  Tenth  Census,  has  been  frequently  consulted. 
The  reports  on  "Mineral  Resources  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, ''  by  R.  W. 
Raymond,  for  the  years  1867  to  1875,  and  the  Mint  Reports  from  1881  to  1899  have 
suppUed  valuable  data.  The  most  helpful  geological  information  was  found  in  the 
'* Introduction''  to  J.  E.  Spurr's  report  on  the  Mercur  mining  district,  Utah,  by 
S.  F.  Emmons;  in  the  *  *  Report  on  the  Tin  tic  mining  district, ' '  by  G.  W.  Tower  and 
G.  O.  Smith,  and  in  a  sketch  of  the  Telegraph  mine,  by  G.  Lavagnino. 

Bancroft,  H.  H.     History  of  Utah,  p.  740. 

Devotes  one  and  one-fourth  pages  to  attitude  of  Mormons  toward  mining  industry  and  to  history  of 
mining  in  Bingham. 

Bingham  Bulletin,  Bingham,  Utah,  May  5,  1899. 

Reviews  mining  industry  of  Bingham. 

Braden,  E.  B.     Special  report  on  Utah  in  reports  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for 

1897,  1898,  1899. 
BuRCHARD,  H.  C.     Reports  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  1811,  1882,  1883,  1884. 
Daggett,  E.     Economical  results  of  smelting  in  Utah:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng., 

vol.  2,  pp.  17-28. 

Detailed  statement  on  composition  of  ores  treated  in  furnace  of  Winamuck  Company  in  1872,  and  on 
methods  of  treatment  and  results. 

Idem.     Mineral  Resources  West  of  Rocky  Mountains,  1872,  p.  367. 

Dana,  J.  D.     Text-book  of  Geology,  4th  ed.,  p.  340. 

Refers  to  Oquirrh  Mountains  as  a  locality  where  ore  deposits  "occupy  cavities  in  limestone  made  by 
the  corroding  action  of  the  solutions  of  vapors. ' ' 

Egleston,  T.     Metallurgy  of  Silver,  Gold,  and  Mercury  in  the  United  States,  vol.  2, 

1890,  pp.  176,261. 
EiLERS,  A.     Contributions  to  the  records  of  lead  smelting  in  blast  furnaces:  Trans. 

Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  1,  pp.  382-395. 

Gives  assays  with  apparent  loss  at  Winamuck  smelter,  and  states  that  loss  is  less  than  at  any  other 
works  in  the  West,  except  at  Eureka. 

.     See  Hahn,  O.  H. 
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Emmons.  S.  F.    U.  S.  Geological  Exploration  of  the  Fortieth  Parallel,  Clarence  Eong, 
Tol.  2,  1877.  pp.  443-454. 

Descnptiun  of  the  Hituation,  topography,  character,  and  age  of  rocks,  and  structure  of  the  Oquinli 
Bangle. 

.     Introduction,  on  the  Oquirrh  Mountains,  to  report  by  J.  E.  Spurr,  on  the 

Mercur  mining  district,  Utah:  Sixteenth  Ann.  Rept.  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey,  pt.  2, 
1895,  pp. 349-369. 

The  secondary  enrichment  of  ore  deposits:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng., 


vol.  30,  pp.  194-195. 

Mentions  a  large  body  of  pyrite  replacing  limestoge  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine,  and  secondary  enrich- 
ment along  postmineral  fractures. 

Fabian,  B.     Resfiurces  of  Utah,  with  statistics  of  progress  for  year  1872,  pp.  12-13. 

Inf!lud<*s  brief  general  sketch  of  geology  of  mines. 

Fennek,  C.     The  Old  Telegraph  mine:  School  of  Mines  Quarterly,  July,  1893,  pp. 
355-359. 

A  general  sketch  in  which  the  Telegraph  ore  bodies  are  considered  to  lie  on  a  fissure  vein. 

Gilbert,  G.  K.     U.  S.  Geographical  Surveys  West  of  the  One-hundredth  Meridian, 
G.  M.  Wheeler,  vol.  3,  1875,  p.  25. 

General  description  of  the  Oquirrh  Range,  its  rocks,  general  structure,  and  age,  with  sections. 

Haiin,  O.  II. ;  EiLERS,  A. ;  Raymond,  R.  W.  The  smelting  of  argentiferous  lead  ores 
in  Nevada,  TUah,  and  Montana:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  1,  pp.  91-131. 

Includes  statements  on  several  points  connected  with  smelting,  in  which  Bingham  was  unique;  assays 
of  Bingham  ore  and  treatment. 

Hanauer,  a.     Special  report  on  Utah  in  reports  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for 

1886-96. 
Harker,  a.     Petrology  for  students,  2d  ed.,  1897,  p.  107. 

Referi  to  hombiende-granite-porphyry,  described  by  Zirkel  for  the  Fortieth  Parallel  Survey,  and  cites 
typical  occurrence  in  Oquirrh  Mountains. 

Hewitt,  A.  S.     A  century  of  mining  and  metallurgy  in  the  United  States:  Trans. 
Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  5,  p.  164,  193. 

A  broad,  suggestive  essay  upon  the  influence  of  mining  on  history,  civilization,  and  settlement. 
Bingham  Canyon  is  mentioned  among  the  list  of  permanently  productive  mining  districts. 

Hollister,  O.  J.     Resources  and  attractions  of  Utah,  1882,  pp.  28-30. 

Brief  description  of  geology,  ore  bodies,  development  and  exploitation  in  chief  mines,  and  character 
of  ore. 

.     Gold  and  silver  mining  in  Utah:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.    Eng.,  vol.  16, 

pp.  3-18. 

Gives  a  general  review  of  the  history  and  development  of  mining  in  Utah,  then  special  sketches  of 
chief  districts.  One  and  two-thirds  pages  are  devoted  to  the  general  and  economic  geology  and  mines 
of  Bingham,  a  concise  statement  of  the  occurrence  of  ore  bodies,  and  the  output  of  the  principal  mines. 

Jernegan,  J.  L.     Swansea  silver  smelting  and  refining  works  of  Chicago:  Trans. 
Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  4,  pp.  35-53. 

Includes  descriptions,  assays,  and  an  account  of  the  treatment  of  ores  from  Yosemite,  Spanish,  and 
Galena  mines. 

Kimball,  J.  P.     Reports  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  1885-89. 

Gives  output  for  each  year. 
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Kino,  C.     U.  S.  Geological  Exploration  of  Fortieth  Parallel,  vol.  1,  1887,  pp;  ^8*, 
185,  213-214,  221,  293,  590. 

Statements  regarding  systematic  geology-  of  Oquirrh  Range. 

Leech,  E.  O.     Reports  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  1890-92. 
Lavagnino,  G.     The  Old  Telegraph  mine,  Utah:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol. 
16,  pp.  25-33. 

Valuable  detailed  description  of  the  geologj',  occurrence  of  ore  bodies,  and  composition,  value,  and 
treatment  of  ores  of  this  mine. 

'—.     The  Old  Telegraph  mine,  Utah:  Mining  and  Scientific  Press,  vol.  78,  1899, 

p.  584. 

Summary  of  previous  paper. 

Louis,  J.  A.     See  Phillips  and  Louis. 

Murphy,  J.  R.     The  Mineral  Resources  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  with  mining  statis- 
tics, maps,  etc.,  1872,  pp.  1-3,  6,  14-19. 

Includes  valuable  and  carefully  prepared  information  on  history  of  mining  industry  in  Bingham,  a 
section  on  gold  mining,  and  a  less  reliable  sketch  of  the  general  geology*. 

Phillips,  J.  A.,  and  Louis,  Henry.     Ore  Deposits,  2d  ed.,  1896,  p.  760. 

Refers  to  placer  gold  in  Bingham,  1880. 

PoSEPNif,  F      The  genesis  of  ore  deposits:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  23,  pp. 
197-370. 

Mentions  visit  to  Old  Telegraph  mine  (p.  297)  during  exploitation  of  oxidized  ore. 

Preston,  R.  E.     Reports  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  1893-96. 
Raymond,  R.  W.     Reports  on  Mineral  Resources  of  the  States  and  Territories  west 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  vols.  1-8,  1869-1877. 

Notes  on  geologj*,  occurrence  of  ore,  and  output  of  mines  of  district. 

.     Production  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  United  States:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min. 

Eng.,  vol.  3,  pp.  202-207. 
See  Hahn,  O.  H. 


Roberts,  G.  E.     Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  1897-99. 

Rothwell,  R.  p.  The  cost  of  milling  silver  ores  in  Utah  and  Nevada:  Trans.  Am. 
Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  8,  pp.  551-560. 

Schneider,  A.  F.  High  percentage  of  lime  in  lead  shaft-furnace  slags:  Trans.  Am. 
Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  11,  pp.  56-61. 

Smith,  G.  O.,  and  Tower,  G.  W.  Geolog}^  and  mining  industry  of  the  Tintic  dis- 
trict, Utah:  Nineteenth  Ann.  Rept.  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey,  pt.  3,  1899,  pp.  671,  672. 

Terhune,  R.  H.  Ore  and  matte  roasting  in  Utah:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng., 
vol.  16,  pp.  18-24. 

Tower,  G.  W.     See  Smith,  G.  O. 

Tribune,  The  Daily,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  January  1,  1900. 

Presents  annual  review  of  progress  in  mining  in  Bingham,  including  developments  in  individual 
properties. 


.     Idem.     January  1,   1901. 

Utah  Board  of  Trade.     Resources  and  attractions  of  the  Territory  of  ITtah,  1879. 

Two-thirds  of  a  page  on  geologj',  chief  mines,  output,  and  commercial  conditions,  with  special  state- 
ments on  Telegraph  and  Stewart  mines. 
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Ux^ti[  BoABD  OF  Tbade.     Ldst  of  mines  of  Utah  represented  by  samples  of  ore  at 
.•'••.the  National  Mining  and  Industrial  Exposition  at  Denver,  Colo.,  in  August  and 
'//•'September,  1882,  pp.  15-16. 

Gives  date  of  location,  character  and  trend  of  country  rock,  nature  and  value  of  ore  development, 
output  and  owners  for  ten  Bingham  mines. 

ZntKEL,  F.     U.  S.  Geological  Exploration  of  the  Fortieth  Parallel,  1877,  vol.  6, 
pp.  66,  67,  91. 

Descriptions  of  porphyry  collected  by  S.  F.  Emmons  from  divide  between  Bingham  and  Tooele  Can- 
yons, Oquirrh  Range,  with  figure  (PL  III,  fig.  2). 
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CHAPTER     II. 

CHARACTER    OF     TUE    ORES. 

GENERAL    FEATURES. 

Types  of  ore, — The  ores  of  Bingham  contain  a  number  of  the  useful  metals. 
Mining  activity  has  been  devoted  successively  to  oxidized  gold  ores,  oxidized 
ores  of  lead,  silver,  and  copper,  sulphides  of  lead,  and,  finally,  sulphides  of  copper. 

The  oxidized  gold  ores,  owing  to  enrichment  through  superficial  alteration, 
carried  good  values,  but  were  not  commercially  profitable.  Although  some  of  the 
gold  was  free,  no  entirely  satisfactory  treatment  of  the  gold  ores  was  devised,  the 
commonly  accepted  explanation  of  failure  in  this  respect  being  that  the  presence 
of  copper  required  too  much  cyanide  to  leave  a  profit.  The  carbo/iates  of  lead 
and  silver  carried  high  values  and  were  treated  with  comparative  success,  but  are 
to-day  worked  out.  Lead-silver  sulphides  later  assumed  commercial  importance, 
and,  under  the  effect  of  good  market  values,  lead  ore  is  still  extensively  mined. 
This  ore  is  made  up  of  galena,  tetrahedrite,  considerable  zinc  sulphide,  pyrite, 
and  chalcopyrite  in  small  amounts,  quartz,  and  calcite.  The  mainstay  of  the  dis- 
trict, however,  is  copper-iron  sulphide  ore.  It  is  composed  of  chalcopyrite  and 
cupriferous  pyrite  and  of  the  black  sulphides  of  copper,  with  occasionally  a  little 
galena  and  zinc  in  a  siliceous  gangue. 

Mineralogical  features. — Bingliam  ores  have  revealed  neither  a  great  variety  nor 
a  rarity  of  minerals.  Pyrite  is  the  most  common  metal;  large  and  well-developed 
crystals  have  been  found.  '^'  Chalcocite,  chalcopyrite,  and  galena  are  usually  massive, 
though  a  few  crystals  have  been  found.  Argentiferous  tetrahedrite  is  associated 
with  galena  in  the  fissure  ores.  An  occurrence  of  enargite  exhibits  excellent  crystals. 
Luckite  and  mallardite,  which  were  first  described  from  this  district,  are  found  in 
the  Lucky  Boy  mine,  in  Butterfield  Canyon.  Tellurium,  probably  combined  with 
high  gold  and  silver  values,  occurs  associated  with  rich  black  copper  sulphides.  So 
far  as  known,  pisanite  has  not  heretofore  been  described  from  this  country,  and  the 
occurrence  of  that  mineral  in  Bingham  has  not  been  previously  published.* 

a  An  aggregate  of  cubes,  which  was  supplied  to  Dr.  F.  W.  Clarke,  chief  chemist,  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  for  exhibition 
at  the  Buffalo  exhibit,  was  collected  in  the  Iron  stope,  Compromise  level,  Old  Jordan  mine. 

f)  Since  the  analysis  of  this  specimen  was  made,  and  since  this  description  was  written  (in  1901),  an  analysis  of  a  small 
flpedmen  from  California  has  been  published  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Schaller  in  Am.  Jour.  Sci.,  4th  ser.,  vol.  17,  1904,  p.  193. 
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Grades  of  ores. — Bingham  mines  are  steady,  reliable  producers  of  low-grade 
copper-iron  ore  in  fair  amounts  and  of  good  lead-silver  ore  in  smaller  quantities; 
bonanzas  are  rare  exceptions.  The  copper  ore  is  of  such  grade  as  to  necessitate 
extreme  economy  in  handling  in  order  to  secure  profit.  Only  a  fraction  of  the  lead 
ore  can  be  smelted  directly.  Considerable  amounts  of  both  the  copper-iron  and 
the  lead-silver  ores  are  advantageously  concentrated.  Zinc  is  frequently  present 
m  high  percentages,  but  has  not  been  deemed  of  commercial  importance,  though 
it  has  never  received  due  attention. 

MINERALOGY   OF   THE    ORES. 

The  minerals  which  compose  the  ores  include  the  ore  minerals  and  the  gangue 
minerals.  The  ore  minerals  are  taken  up  in  the  order  of  the  importance  of  their 
metals  in  Bingham  ores,  and  under  each  metal  are  described  in  the  following  chem- 
ical order:  Sulphides,  oxides,  carbonates,  sulphates,  and  native  metals.  The  char- 
acteristic gangue  minerals  are  considered  in  the  order  of  their  prevalence.  In 
these  descriptions  chemical  and  crystallographic  technicalities  are  omitted;  certain 
new  occurrences,  the  rarer  minerals,  and  questions  of  special  miiieralogical  interest 
are  more  particularly  considered.  The  aim  has  been,  however,  to  aflFord  untech- 
nical  descriptions  o(  the  occurrence,  association,  and  physical  characteristics  of 
the  typical  ore  minerals. 

ORE   MINERALS. 

Pyrite. — Tliis  mineral  appears  in  every  type  of  ore,  and  is  the  most  common 
metallic  ^mineral  known  in  Bingham.  It  forms  the  bulk  of  immense  replacement 
ore  bodies  in  limestone,  plays  a  secondary  role  in  fissure  ores,  and  is  thoroughly 
disseminated  through  igneous  rocks.  It  is  probably  purest  when  in  the  form  of 
crystals  lining  vugs  in  large  bodies  of  iron  which  occur  in  limestone  adjacent  to 
fissures.  In  such  cases  it  is  noticeably  pale  and  brittle.  A  sample  of  such  crystals 
yielded,  after  a  most  refined  examination  by  Dr.  H.  N.  Stokes,  of  the  Greological 
Survey,  16.8  per  cent  sulphur,  oxidizable  on  a  basis  of  61  per  cent  sulphur  in  theo- 
retically pure  pyrite,  and  only  a  minute  trace  of  copper — considerably  less  than 
one-hundredth  of  1  per  cent.  From  this  pure  type  it  ranges  through  various 
stages  of  impurity  and  is  intimately  combined  with  chalcopyrite,  pyrrhotite,  and 
alteration  products  of  the  primary  sulphides. 

The  fine-grained  and  compact  structure  of  the  crystalline  varieties  frequently- 
gives  way  to  a  coarse-grained  granular  facies  with  coarse,  honeycomb  structure 
in  the  massive  types. 

Large  and  very  perfect  crystals  have  been  found,  and  smaller  ones  are  extremely 
common,  alike  in  the  main  iron  masses,  sprinkled  through  lean  limestone,  and  in 
quartzite.     The  finest  crystals  seen  during  the  study  of  the  district  lined  a  vug 
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in  the  Old  Jordan  mine,  I'tah  level,  Compromise  stope  (see  PI.  XVIII).  They 
show  cubic  forms,  2  inches  square,  finely  striated  by  twinning  with  the  pyritohedron 
(pentagonal  dodecahedron).  Behind  this  lining  of  cubes,  at  a  distance  of  1  to  2 
inches,  occurs  a  zone  of  smaller  imperfect  crystals  which  show  pyritohedral  forms, 
striated  by  twinning  with  the  cube.  Vugs  in  this  zone  contain  clusters  of  quartz 
crystals;  but  the  reason  for  this  change  in  the  form  of  crystals  from  a  modified 
pyritohedron  at  the  earlier  period  >to  a  modified  cube  at  the  closing  period  is 
uncertain. 

The  association  of  copper  minerals  with  pyrite  has  led  to  active  exploration 
for  large  bodies  of  pyrite  in  limestone.  The  nature  of  this  association  is  briefly 
considered  under  chalcopyrite.  No  other  commercial  value  is  attached  to  pyrite 
in  Bingham,  so  far  as  known,  except  the  utilization  of  its  sulphur  and  iron  in  smelting. 
This  is  very  successfully  accomplished  at  the  matte  or  semipyritic  plant  operated 
by  the  Bingham  Consolidated  Company  at  Bingham  Junction. 

PyrrhoHte, — Although  no  mention  of  the  occurrence  of  pyrrhotite  in  this 
district  is  known,  it  has  been  found  in  specimens  of  low-grade  sulphide  ore  from 
the  Highland  Boy  mine,  and  tests  on  pyritic  ores  collected  generally  throughout 
the  camp  give  in  each  case  light-colored  metallic  particles  which  are  magnetic. 
It  occurs  in  massive  form,  associated  with  massive  chalcopyrite  and  massive  and 
crystalline  pyrite,  and  it  may  be  distinguished  from  these  sulphides  by  its  pinkish 
or  flesh  color  and  its  magnetic  property.  In  certain  specimens  from  the  Highland 
Boy  it  is  much  more  abundant  than  pyrite  and  tromewhat  more  than  chalcopyrite 
Neither  macroscopic  nor  microscopic  examination  gives  evidence  that  it  is  yet 
being  transformed  to  pyrite.  ^^  From  the  association  it  would  appear  to  be  one 
of  the  primary  sulphides. 

Chalcojyyrite. — This  mineral  is  common  in  small  amounts  in  various  types  of 
deposits  in  Bingham.  It  occurs  scattered  in  small  patches  throughout  the  pyrite 
bodies,  in  limestone  associated  with  the  pyrite  bands,  in  fissure  lead-silver  ores, 
and  it  is  disseminated  in  grains  throughout  the  main  porphj-ry  bodies.  No  large 
bodies  composed  solely  of  this  mineral  are  known.  Its  most  usual  association  is 
with  pyrite  and  chalcocite. 

The  precise  nature  of  this  association  of  chalcopyrite  with  pyrite  has  long 
been  an  unsolved  problem.  Apparently  chemical  mineralogists  have  been  unable 
to  determine  (1)  whether  copper  replaces  a  portion  of  the  iron  in  p>Tite  and  thus 
forms  chalcopyrite  in  chemical  union  with  p>Tite,  or  (2)  whether  the  chalcopyrite 
exists  solely  as  a  separate  mineral  in  an  intimate  ph^'sical  mixture  with  pyrite. 
Macroscopic  examination  of  samples  of  cupriferous  pyrite  from  Bingham,  Utah, 
from  Morenci  and   Bisbee,  Ariz.,  and   from   Rio  Tinto,  Spain,  show  that  chalco- 

<iLindgren,  Waldemar.  The  gold-quartz  veins  of  Nevada  City  and  (.Jrass  Valley  districts,  California:  Seventwnth  Ann. 
Rept.  r.  S.  Oeol.  Survey,  pt.  2,  p.  147. 
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pyrite  exists  in  these  largely  in  a  state  of  physical  mixture.  In  thin  sections  of 
these  ores  minute  glistening  grains  may  be  seen  in  the  pyrite.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested" by  Frank  H.  Probert  that  these  grains  are  chalcopyrite  minutely  dissem- 
inated through  the  pyrite,  and  his  observation  that  they  are  numerous  in  the  raw 
ore  and  much  less  numerous  in  the  leached  product  would  seem  to  support  this 
view. 

A  comparative  study  of  specimens  in  wliich  chalcopyrite  is  microscopically 
visible  and  of  others  in  which  it  is  not,  and  again  of  leached  and  unleached  cuprif- 
erous pyrite,  tends  to  prove  that  chalcopyrite  occurs  in  a  state  of  physical  mixture 
with  pyrite,  not  only  in  macroscopic  quantities  but  also  in  minute  microscopic 
particles.  This  fact  may  explain  the  presence  of  copper  in  samples  of  cupriferous 
pyrite  in  which  chalcopyrite  was  not  known  to  occur.  It  does  not  follow,  how- 
ever, that  all  copper  and  cupriferous  pyrite  occurs  in  chalcopyrite  as  a  physical 
mixture  with  pyrite.  The  conclusions  reached  through  this  study  tend  to  largely 
increase  the  estimate  of  the  amount  of  copper  which  is  known  to  occur  in  this 
form,  and  proportionately  to  reduce  the  estimate  of  the  amount  of  copper  which 
is  known  to  exist  in  chemical  combination  with  the  pyrite.  The  occurrence  and 
the  origin  of  cupriferous  pyrite  in  igneous  rocks  are  questions  of  no  less  scientific 
interest.  Comparative  microscopic  studies  of  the  monzonite  of  Bingham  in  its 
several  stages  of  alteration  afford  definite  evidence  concerning  these  questions, 
which  are  fully  discussed  under  the  heading  ^  'Genesis  of  ores' '  (p.  168).  In  brief, 
it  appears  that  the  chalcopyrite  in  this  intrusive  was  deposited  as  a  secondary 
product  subsequent  to  the  date  of  intrusion. 

This  mineral  varies  in  structure,  being  in  some  cases  homogeneous  and  struc- 
tureless, in  others  granular,  and  in  others  granular  to  scaly,  with  plates  having  a 
common  orientation  in  bands  that  form  a  pseudoschistose  structure.  It  is  gen- 
erally massive,  but  crystals  nearly  2  inches  in  diameter  have  been  reported. 

Economically,  chalcopyrite  is  the  most  important  of  the  primary  sulphides. 
Pyritic  copper  ore  (chalcopyrite  in  pyrite)  runs  from  a  small  fraction  of  1  per  cent 
to  over  15  per  cent  copper,  and  averages  approximately  3i  per  cent  copper.  In 
the  cupriferous  pyrite  bodies  of  the  Highland  Boy  mine  the  copper  content  is  a 
Uttle  higher  than  this  approximate  average. 

Bomite. — This  mineral  has  been  observed  in  Bingham,  but  is  not  common. 
Small  quantities  occur  in  intimate  association  with  chalcopyrite  in  the  large  replace- 
ment ore  bodies.  An  excellent  specimen  was  suppUed  from  the  Highland  Boy 
mine. 


fl  Report  prepared  by  Frank  H.  Probert  for  Dr.  James  Douglas,  president  Copper  Queen  Mining  Company,  on  the 
••Leaching  of  pyritic  copper  ores  as  conducted  at  Rio  Tinto,  Spain."  The  suggestion  here  presented  resulted  from  a 
microscopicrexaminatlon  of  the  Rio  Tinto  ores  by  F.  H.  Probert  with  Professor  Judd. 
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Tetrahedrite. — The  variety  of  tetrahedrite  found  in  this  district,  consisting  of 
sulphide  of  copper  and  antimony,  with  associated  silver,  zinc,  and  antimony,  occurs 
both  in  massive  and  in  crystalline  form.  The  massive  variety  is  much  more 
common  than  has  been  usually  supposed.  The  dull,  dark-red  streak  that  is  char- 
acteristic of  this  argentiferous  variety  has  caused  this  mineral  to  be  taken  for 
ruby  silver  (pyrargyrite,  or  proustite),  but  tests  made  by  Drs.  W.  F.  Hillebrand 
and  E.  T.  Allen,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  have  shown  the  presence 
of  abundant  copper,  and  of  arsenic,  antimony,  and  silver.  Accordingly,  it  would 
appear  on  a  qualitative  basis  to  be  the  argentiferous  variety  of  tetrahedrite,  frei- 
bergite,  which  is  closely  allied  to  the  tennantite  series. 

The  massive  type  occurs  in  the  lead-silver  fissure  ores  in  irregular  bands  and 
patches,  and  is  fine  grained,  compact,  brittle,  and  homogoneous,  with  metallic 
luster,  dark-steel  to  lead-gray  color  with  a  pale  greenish-bronze  hue,  and  aflFords 
a  dark-red  streak.  Its  characteristic  line  and  streak  distinguish  it  from  its  asso- 
ciates, galena,  blende,  and  chalcopyrite. 

The  bands  studied  in  the  Silver  Shield  ores  lie  close  to  the  walls  and  are  inter- 
mediate  in  age  between  the  earlier  blende  and  the  later  chalcopyrite  and  galena. 
A  single  group  of  crystals  was  seen  from  the  Northern  Light  tunnel.  A  specimen 
from  a  vug  in  the  quartzite  foot  wall  of  the  Winamuck  lode,  on  the  140-foot  level 
east,  shows  crystals  which  exhibit  the  plus  tetrahedron  modified  by  the  plus  trigonal 
tristetrahedron  (trigondodecahedron)  and  the  dodecahedron.  This  variety  of 
tetrahedrite,  in  which  the  silver  probably  replaces  a  portion  of  the  copper,  occurs 
in  considerable  quantity  in  argentiferous  lead  ores  in  Bingham.  A  picked  sample 
of  tetrahedrite  from  a  single  specimen  of  Silver  Shield  ore  assayed  325  ounces  of 
silver  per  ton. 

Tetrahedrite  has  also  been  found  by  chemical  analysis  to  be  present  in  the 
black  copper-sulphide  ores.  A  specimen  from  the  Kempton  mine  shows  tetrahe- 
drite in  crystals  and  as  a  thin  film  coating  chalcopyrite  implanted  upon  the  later 
of  two  generations  of  pyrite  crystals  (see  PI.  XXXVIII,  B). 

Binnite. — This  rare  mineral  (a  sulphide  of  copper  and  arsenic)  is  reported  *'  to 
have  occurred  in  a  very  soft,  blue  clay  in  the  Tiwaukee  mine,  but  none  was  recog- 
nized at  time  of  visit. 

Chalcocite. — This  black  sulphide  of  copper  occurs  as  a  dull-black  powder, 
or  earthy  material,  in  replacement  bodies  in  limestone.  It  is  found  below 
the  carbonates  above  the  primary  sulphides  in  considerable  quantities  in  the 
Commercial  and  Telegraph  mines,  and  less  plentifully  in  the  Old  Jordan,  Fortune, 
and  Columbia  mines,  though  in  the  last  instance  the  loose,  comminuted  form 
gives  way  to  a  compact,  brittle  type,  of  metallic  luster  and  of  faint  blue  tarnish. 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  411. 
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Bodies  of  the  black  sulphide  are  seldom  pure,  but  are  interbanded  with  cupriferous 
pyrite,  which  is  also  distributed  throughout  their  mass  in  small  grains  (see  PL 
XXXVIII,  C).  Chalcanthite  and  siUceous  matter,  tenorite,  and  probably  melac- 
onite,  are  associated  in  small  amounts.  In  its  typical  massive  occurrence  it  is 
diflBcult  to  distinguish  by  eye  from  the  black  copper  oxides,  tenorite  and  melac- 
onite.  Chemical  analysis  of  typical  black  copper-sulphide  ores  from  the  Tele- 
graph, Commercial,  Old  Jordan,  and  Fortune  mines  shows  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  black  material  in  their  rich,  black  sulphide  ores  is  chalcocite.  As  it  has  a 
copper  content  of  79.8,  as  compared  with  55.5  in  bornite  and  34.5  in  chalcopNTite, 
it  is  the  most  desirable  of  the  copper  sulphides,  and  constitutes  the  richest  grade 
of  the  first-class  sulphide  ores.  In  a  fresh  sample  from  the  Commercial  mine 
Dr.  E.  T.  Allen,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  found  42.3  per  cent  of 
copper. 

CubaniU. — This  mineral,  an  iron-copper  sulphide,  is  intermediate  in  composi- 
tion and  physical  aspects  between  pyrite  and  chalcopyrite  and  is  between  a  bronze 
and  brass-yellow  in  color.  It  has  been  found,  according  to  report,  in  ^*  pyritous  low- 
grade  ore'*   in  the  lower  workings  of  the  Winamuck. 

Enarffite. — This  mineral,  an  arsenical  sulphide  of  copper,  was  found  in  a  small 
cavity  on  a  fracture  zone  in  the  quartzite  of  the  hanging  wall  cut  by  a  crosscut  running 
north  from  the  work  tunnel  of  the  Commercial  mine  and  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine. 
The  cavity  in  the  Commercial  mine  was  lined  with  large,  well-developed  crystals  of 
enargite.  This  coating,  which  was  from  1  to  4  inches  thick,  was  separated  from 
the  main  wall  at  many  but  not  at  all  points  by  a  band  of  massive  and  semicrystal- 
line  pyrite,  which  was  clearly  earlier  than  the  enargite,  and  which  is  seen  in  thin 
section  to  be  a  replacement  of  quartzite.  Although  microscopic  examination  shows 
the  enargite,  also,  to  be  a  replacement  of  quartzite,  it  does  not  afford  positive  evi- 
dence regarding  replacement  of  pyrite  by  enargite. 

The  enargite  occurs  in  irregular  masses  consisting  of  well-developed  wedge- 
shaped  crystals,  some  of  which  measure  an  inch  in  length  (see  PI.  XIX).  Individuals 
present  the  basal  and  micropinacoids  and  Vinit  prism ;  oscillations  between  the 
micropinacoid  and  the  prism  produce  twinning  striations.  Prismatic  cleavage  is 
perfect,  micropinacoidal  fair,  and  brachypinacoidal  poor  (see  PI.  XIX--4).  Occa- 
sionally wedge-shaped  crystals  occur  grouped  about  a  central  axis  (parallel  to  c), 
the  vertical  axes  of  all  being  parallel,  and  a  junction  of  the  prism  faces  of  each  in 
contact  with  corresponding  junctions  in  adjacent  crystals,  so  that  they  form  a 
6-rayed  stellate  rosette  (see  PI.  XIX,  B),  This  mineral  on  fresh  fracture  is  of  steel- 
gray  color  and  metallic  luster  but  becomes  on  exposure  dull  gray-black  and  luster- 
less,  and,  locally,  a  faint  robin's  egg  blue  bloom  appears.  As  the  occurrences  in 
Bingham  include  only  a  few  pounds  this  mineral  is  not  of  commercial  importance. 
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Tennantite. — This  mineral,  an  arsenical  sulphide  of  copper,  has  been  reported 
to  occur  in  Bingham  in  minute  crystals  or  botrj^oidal  incrustations. ' 

Boumonite  (?). — A  single  specimen  resembling  this  somewhat  uncommon 
compound  of  lead,  copper,  antimony,  and  sulphur  is  tentatively^  classed  in  the 
boumonite  group.  A  few  crystals  were  found  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine  in  small 
vugs  in  rich  cupriferous  pyrite  at  the  top  of  the  primar}"  sulphides  immediately 
underlying  the  zone  of  surface  alteration.  They  are  dark  lead-gray  in  color,  of  a 
highly  perfect  metallic  luster,  and  complexly  striated  and  twinned.  Lack  of 
material  prevents  exact  chemical  determination,  and  accordingly  it  is  identified 
by  its  extremely  close  resemblance  to  material  collected  by  Dr.  F.  L.  Ransome 
at  Rico,  Colo.,  and  determined  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Hillebrand  as  a  lead-copper  sulphan- 
timonarsenate. 

CoveUite, — This  mineral,  a  sulphide  of  copper,  was  found  sparingly  in  a  sample 
of  high-grade  sulphide  ore  from  the  Northern  Chief  mine,  and  in  a  cabinet  specimen 
from  the  Old  Jordan  mine.  It  occurs  in  massive  form  as  small,  irregular  patches, 
and  also  as  a  film  upon  chalcopyrite  in  association  with  galena,  pyrite,  and  sphal- 
erite.    It  may  be  readily  identified  by  its  characteristic  indigo-blue  color. 

Tenorite. — This  black  copper  oxide  occurs  intimately  associated  with  the 
chalcocit^  ores  as  a  very  fine-grained,  dull  black,  earthy  powder  (melaconite)  and 
also  in  scales  w4th  metallic  luster  as  tenorite  proper.  It  is  usually  present  in  the 
black  copper  sulphide  ores  of  the  district  in  association  w^ith  chalcocite.  As  the 
theoretical  copper  content  of  tenorite  (79.8)  is  the  same  as  that  of  chalcocite,  it 
is  not  necessary  for  commercial  purposes  to  discriminate  between  these  two  rich 
copper  minerals. 

Cuprite. — This  mineral,  a  red  copper  oxide,  is  rare  in  workings  which  are  now 
accessible,  an  occurrence  in  the  old  workings  of  the  Commercial  mine  being  the 
only  one  observed.  In  this  instance  irregular  grains  one-eighth  of  an  inch  or  less 
in  diameter  and  minute  seams  and  filaments  occur  intimately  disseminated  through 
a  brown,  altered  limestone.  The  larg(»r  grains  and  seams  are  made  up  of  cores  of 
cuprite  inclosed  by  malachite,  and  the  smaller  ones  are  now  entirely  malachite. 
A  cabinet  specimen  reported  to  have  been  taken  from  early  workings  in  the  Old 
Jordan  mine  exhibits  cuprite  in  association  with  black  sulphides  of  copper  and 
native  copper. 

Jfalachite. — This  mineral,  a  green  copper  carbonate,  has  been  found  through- 
out this  district  in  the  superficial  portions  of  the  copper  ore  shoots  in  considerable 
masses,  but  is  no  longer  common  in  any  quantity.  It  occurs  in  globular  masses 
and  in  bands  or  laminoe  ecjuivalent  to  portions  of  stratigraphic  members.  In 
samples  in  which  carbonization  is  only  partial  it  forms  an  envelope  about  sulphides 

a  Personal  communication  from  A.  F.  Ilolden. 
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and  oxides.  It  is  intimately  associated  with  the  blue  carbonate  of  copper,  but  it 
appears  in  certain  instances  to  have  formed  earlier.  Various  structures  are  assumed 
such  as  globular  and  banded,  while  in  rocks  which  have  been  sheared  and  which 
show  a  pseudoschistose  structure,  malachite  forms  thin  lamellae  along  the  shear 
planes.  No  well -developed  crystals  were  seen;  imperfect  acicular  prisms  are  often 
distributed  in  stellate  aggregates.  Owing  to  the  high  copper  content  of  the  car- 
bonates and  the  facility  with  which  they  may  be  reduced  they  were  early  sought 
and  mined  as  the  most  desirable  type  of  copper  ore,  and  consequently  are  now 
practically  exhausted. 

Azarite. — This  mineral,  a  blue  copper  carbonate,  is  commonly  associated  with 
malachite  in  the  superficial  portions  of  cupriferous  ore  shoots,  and  accordingly  is 
found  mainly  in  the  limestone  replacement  bodies.  In  specimens  that  show  partial 
replacement  it  occurs  in  bands  alternating  with  unreplaced  laminae.  Botryoidal 
masses  occur  in  small  mammillary  groups.  Although  it  is  reported  that  crystal 
forms  were  numerous  in  the  days  of  carbonate  mining  they  are  now  rare.  A  few 
imperfect  wedge-shaped  or  tabular  crystals  were  seen  in  sheaves  and  irregular 
clusters.  Azurite  carries  about  the  same  percentage  of  cupric  oxide  (69.2)  as 
malachite  (71.9),  and  no  commercial  distinction  is  made  between  these  two  principal 
constituents  of  ''carbonate  copper  ore.'' 

Native  copper. — Copper  in  the  native  state  was  found  in  two  mines,  and  has 
been  reported  from  other  properties.  In  the  Contention  tunnel,  the  lowest  level 
in  the  Fortune  mine,  it  occurs  sparingly  in  both  horizontal  and  vertical  cracks,  in 
the  quartzite  immediately  under  the  principal  shoot  of  copper  ore,  in  the  form  of 
small  scales  and  dehcate  arborescent  plates.  Specimens  from  the  Neptune  mine 
occasionally  equal  the  area  of  a  human  hand  and  are  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in 
hickness.  No  crystals  have  been  seen  or  reported.  On  a  specimen  of  copper 
ore  reported  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Old  Jordan  mine,  incrustations  of  native 
copper  made  up  of  fine  arborescent  growths  of  acicular  forms  were  observed. 

Chalcanthite. — This  mineral  (hydrous  copper  sulphate,  blue  vitriol,  copper 
vitriol)  occurs  abundantly  in  solution  in  mine  waters  and  is  deposited  upon  the 
walls  and  timbers  of  underground  workings  in  the  form  of  coatings,  stalactites,  and 
capillary  tufts.  Although  crystals  occasionally  form,  none  were  found  sufficiently 
developed  for  a  thorough  study.  It  may  be  readily  recognized  by  its  deep  blue 
color,  highly  astringent  taste,  and  active  dehydration  when  brought  in  contact 
with  a  candle  flame.  So  far  as  known,  no  attempt  is  now  made  to  save  the  copper 
transported  in  this  form  by  mine  waters  escaping  into  the  general  drainage.  Dimng 
the  dry  season  the  loss  by  this  source  is  undoubtedly  very  small,  but  during  the  wet 
spring  season,  when  the  amount  of  water  in  the  mines  is  noteworthy,  the  intro- 
duction of  some  such  cheap  and  effective  system  as  that  now  utilized  at  Butte, 
Mont.,  and  Morenci,  Aiiz.,  would  result  in  a  clear  saving  of  copper  at  a  nominal  cost. 
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Pisanite. — Occurrences  of  this  mineral,  a  hydrous  sulphate  of  iron  and  copper, 
were  recognized  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Holden,  managing  director  of  the  United  States 
Mining  Company,  as  probably  pisanite,  and  excellent  specimens,  one  of  which  is 
represented  in  PI.  XX,  were  supplied  by  him  for  determination.  It  occurs  massive 
in  stalactitic  form,  as  a  deposition  in  old  workings  from  strongly  acidulated  recent 
mine  waters.  Although  not  previously  described  from  this  district,  it  is  beUeved 
that  it  will  be  found  in  abundance  as  one  of  the  various  similar  products  resulting 
from  the  alteration  of  the  copper-iron  ores.  Composite  stalactites  were  found 
which  measured  over  5  A  inches  in  diameter  at  the  base  and  over  IJ  feet  in  length 
(see  PL  XX).  Fresh  specimens  are  bright  sky  blue  in  color  and  semi  transparent, 
of  vitreous  luster,  very  low  in  scale  of  hardness,  and  easily  soluble.  On  exposure, 
however,  the  firm,  glassy  character  and  clear  color  are  lost,  as  the  mineral  alters 
to  a  dull,  pale  robin's-egg  blue  or  blue-green  color,  with  pinkish-brown  and  yellow 
discolorations,  becomes  ocherous,  and  in  time  crumbles  into  a  fine-grained,  dirty- 
gray  powder.  The  surface  of  the  stalactites  is  commonly  rough  and  rounded  into 
pseudobotryoidal  forms,  and  it  shows  over  small  areas  a  structure  resembling  a 
disordered  pile  of  empty  boxes.  Small,  imperfectly  developed  crystals  are  occa- 
sionally found  embedded  on  newly  formed  stalactites.  Fresh  portions  of  this 
mineral,  on  analysis  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Hillebrand  in  the  laborator}^  of  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  show  a  composition  very  close  to  that  of  the  original  specimen 
from  Turkey. 

Analyses  of  pisanite. 
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FeO 

10.98 
15.56 

CuO 
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ZnO 
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29.90 
43.  56 

28.84 

H,0 

II1.«- 


Total 


100.00 


14.13 
12.60 
.10 
28.52 
44.92 

100.27 


a  Original  from  Turkey,  1859;  analyst,  F.  Pisani. 

&From  Tuscany;  analyst,  C.  Hintze. 

cOld  Jordan  mine,  Bingham,  Utah.  1900;  analyst,  W.  F.  Ilillebrand. 

The  small  amount  of  zinc  occurs  as  an  impurit}^  which,  like  the  copper,  prob- 
ably replaces  a  portion  of  the  iron.  By  disregarding  this  impurity,  it  is  found  that 
the  formula  calculated  from  the  analysis  of  the  Bingham  specimen  accords,  within 
a  small  decimal,  with  the  general  theoretical  formula  for  pisanite,  namely,  (Fe,  Cu) 
SO,  +  7H,0. 

Galena. — This  is  both  the  most  common  and  the  most  important  metallic 
mineral  found  in  the  lead  ores  of  this  district.     It  occurs  in  tabular  bodies  in  or 
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adjacent  to  fractures  which  intersect  limestone,  shale,  porphyry,  or  quartzite,  or 
in  two  or  more  of  these.  It  is  sometimes  fomid  in  limestone  in  scattered,  small 
amounts.  Most  commonly  it  occurs  in  irregular  bands  roughly  intercrustified 
with  similar  bands  of  pyrite  and  chalcopyrite,  calcite  or  quartz,  and  zinc  blende.  In 
certain  instances  the  galena  bands  have  mammillary  surfaces  facing  the  interior 
of  the  vein,  and  the  individual  lobes  extend  into  a  core  of  crystalline  or  semicrystal- 
line  calcite.  In  other  occurrences  the  above  minerals  are  irregularly  interspersed 
>\'ith  one  another  without  definite  arrangement.  The  following  minerals  have  also 
been  found  associated  with  galena:  Cerussite,  magnesian  siderite,  tetrahedrite, 
barite,  rhodochrosite,  sericite,  and  gypsum. 

Crystals  of  galena  are  rare.  A  specimen  from  the  Northern  Light  mine  exhibits 
cubes  of  galena  and  pyritohedra  of  pyrite  resting  on  a  siliceous  base  and  bearing 
rosettes  of  acicular  quartz  crystals.  The  galena  crystals  are  small  (one-half  inch 
in  length)  and  imperfect,  but  show  the  cube  elongated  to  an  oblong,  very  slightly 
modified  by  the  octahedron.  The  skeleton  forms  give  the  appearance  that  the 
crystals  are  made  up  of  a  great  number  of  thin  plates,  whose  edges  are  parallel  to 
the  octahedron  and  whose  angles  are  truncated  parallel  to  the  cube.  Both  the  cleav_ 
able  and  the  fine  granuldr  types  of  the  massive  variety  of  galena  are  found,  the 
coarsely  cleavable  being  by  far  the  most  common.  This  type  is  made  up  of  numerous 
bunches,  unsystematically  grouped,  so  that  the  cleavage  planes  are  discordant 
in  adjacent  bunches,  and  on  their  polished  faces  the  cleavage  plates  in  some  of  the 
fissure  ores  are  curved  and  apparently  crushed  and  distorted  (PI.  XXIV,  A), 

Much  of  the  lead-silver  ore  has  to  be  concentrated,  the  ratio  ranging  from  3  to 
6  into  1.  Zinc  is  a  common  accessory  in  lead  ores  and  in  several  instances  has  run 
so  high  as  to  render  exploitation  unprofitable.  It  is  commonly  observed  here, 
as  elsewhere,  that  the  granular  variety  of  galena  forms  a  higher  grade  ore  than  the 
cleavable.  The  lead  content  in  the  normal  first-class  fissure  ore  averages  between 
40  and  50  per  cent. 

Massicot. — On  a  specimen  of  altered  lead  ore  a  mineral  occurs,  which  in  color, 
luster,  texture,  and  streak  resembles  this  oxide  of  lead.  The  amount  found  is 
insufficient  to  permit  chemical  determination. 

Cerussite. — This  mineral  (lead  carbonate)  has  been  found  in  several  properties 
in  the  superficial  portions,  where  it  occurs  as  an  alteration  product  of  galena.  In 
the  York  mine,  at  the  junction  of  the  west  incline  with  the  we^t  drift,  a  vug,  lined 
with  fairly  well-developed  crystals,  occurred  in  the  oxidized  York  vein.  These 
crj^stals  are  grouped  in  imperfect  stellate  aggregates  made  up  of  individuals  which 
exhibit  the  basal,  the  micropinacoid,  microdome,  the  brachypinacoid,  and  modifi- 
cation by  the  prism.  Occurrences  are  now  becoming  infrequent,  though  in  the 
days  of  carbonate  ore  excellent  specimens  of  this  mineral  are  reported  to  have 
been  found  in  the  Jordan,  Yosemite,  and  Lead  mines,  and  elsewhere. 


MINERALOGY    OF    THE    ORE?.  113 

Anglesiie. — This  mineral  (lead  sulphate)  occurred,  it  is  said,  in  association 
with  other  lead  minerals  in  the  Old  Jordan  mine,  and  elsewhere.  Thus,  Huntley 
states  that  *'on  the  footwall  of  the  vein  (Jordan)  immense  bodies  of  ceruisite, 
with  some  anglesite  and  galena,  were  found/  * "  A  dark-green,  massive  variety 
(PL  XXXVIII,  A)  J  a  laminated,  gray  variety,  and  normally  light-gray  incrustations 
and  imperfect  crystals  of  high  luster  appear  on  hand  specimens  of  lead  ore. 

Dufrenoysite . — This  lead  arsenic  sulphide  has  been  reported'^  from  the  Wina- 
muck  mine,  but  none  was  observed  at  time  of  visit. 

Pyrargyrite. — According  to  general  belief  ruby  silver  (silver-antimony  sulphide 
occurs  in  the  Silver  Shield,  Winamuck,  and  other  mines.  None,  however,  has  been 
recognized.  Crystalline  specimens  reported  to  be  ruby  silver  have  proved,  upon  stud}' 
of  the  crystal  forms,  to  belong  to  a  different  crystal  system,  and  upon  chemical 
determination  by  Drs.  W.  F.  Hillebrand  and  E,  T.  Allen,  have  been  found  to  be 
tetrahedrite  (see  Tetrdhedrite^  p.  107). 

Cerargyrite, — This  mineral  (hornsilver,  silver  chloride)  has  been  reported  from 
the  Winamuck  mine.^ 

Silver. — Native  silver  has  been  reported  from  the  district  and  was  suspected  in 
several  instances  to  occur  in  lead  ore,  but  during  the  present  examination  it  was 
not  found.  Yet  the  lead-silver  ores  carry  from  a  few  to  over  200,  and  in  one  case 
over  625  ounces  of  silver  per  ton.  Assam's  of  picked  samples  of  possible  silver-bear- 
ing ore  minerals  by  Doctor  Allen  show  where  the  silver  lies.  A  composite  sample 
of  massive  tetrahedrite  vielded  on  fire  assav  325  ounces  to  the  ton.  Granular 
galena  gave  10  ounces,  and  a  sample  made  up  of  cleavable  galena  from  four  mines 
showed  18.9  ounces  of  silver.  Finally  a  sample  of  black  copper  sulphide  ore  from  the 
Commercial  assayed  58.6  oincc s  silver.  A  very  small  portion  of  this  amount  may 
have  been  included  in  p3'rite  giains.  But  chemical  analysis  of  this  black  material 
by  Doctor  Hillebrand  revealed  the  presence  of  tellurium  and  led  him  to  report  that 
"From  the  amount  of  tellurium  present  it  seems  probable  that  the  silver  and  gold 
both  exist  as  tellurides  and  that  the  silver  is  not  in  the  sulpliantimonite. "  Similar 
determinations  on  the  associated  original  yellow  mineral,  probably  mainly  pyrite, 
gave  3.32  ounces  silver  and  a  little  tellurium. 

These  specific  determinations  sliow  tl  Qt  silver  occurs  highest  in  the  tetrahedrite: 
next  in  black  sulphide,  prohahly  as  a  telluride,  and  next  highest  in  the  cleaval)le  and 
granular  varieties  of  galena,  respectively.  These  facts  seem  to  explain  the  high 
content  of  silver  in  those  ores  in  \vhich  tetrahedrite  occurs,  and  also  the  occurrence 
of  silver  when  pyrite  alone  is  present.  And  they  further  reveal  the  probable 
presence,  hitherto  unsuspected,  of  tellurides. 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Onsus.  V(  1.  1].  p.  4;;o. 

ft  Personal  communication  from  A.  F.  Hclvlcn.  and  Dana's  Syst(*m  of  Mineralogy,  Cth  e'i..  p.  1W»3. 

<•  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  v.  1.  l",.  p.  411. 
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Gold, — This  mineral  has  been  mined  in  Bingham  in  pay  grade  in  two  forms — in 
its  primary  occurrence  in  country  rock  and  in  its  secondary  occurrence  among 
detrital  deposits.  In  the  former  it  has  paid  both  in  fissures  and  metamorphosed 
limestones.  Although  in  the  early  days  many  high-grade  gold  bodies  have  been 
found  and  some  famous  nuggets  have  been  taken  from  Bingham,  those  conditions 
seem  to  have  passed,  and  during  the  study  of  the  camp  no  free  gold  was  seen. 

Gold  is  knowTi  to  occur  in  the  pyrite,  and  it  appears  highly  probable,  from  chemi- 
cal analyses  made  in  connection  with  this  report,  that  it  occurs  as  a  telluride.  It  is 
very  clear,  from  specimens  and  from  abandoned  workings,  that  as  pyrite  became 
oxidized  through  surface  alteration  it  broke  up  and  passed  away  as  sulphuric  acid 
and  limonite,  the  more  resistant  contents,  such  as  gold,  being  left,  and  thus  relatively 
enriched  became  the  ''rich  oxidized  gold  ore*'  found  in  early  days  in  the  superficial 
portions  of  the  great  Umestone  bodies.  Disintegration  of  enriched  metamorphosed 
limestones  set  free  their  metallic  values,  and  thus  supplied  the  placers  with  their  gold 
contents. 

The  descriptions  of  the  occurrence  of  the  gold  ores  in  these  early  mines  accord 
with  this  explanation.  Thus,  in  the  Steamboat  mine  '  'a  pocket  of  very  rich  gold 
ore  (oxidized  pyrites)  was  found  near  the  surface,  125  feet  long  and  from  75  to  100 
feet  deep.  .  .  .  This  was  the  real  commencement  of  the  gold  excitement  in 
Bingham' '  ^  (1877).  In  the  Jordan  mine  was  ' '  a  belt  of  very  friable,  porous,  ocher- 
stained,  gold  quartz  ore,  from  20  to  185  feet  in  width,  from  400  to  500  feet  in  length. ' '  * 
In  the  Stewart  '  'the  mass  of  porous  ocher-stained  ore  was  found  to  contain  gold  in 
paying  quantities.  ...  It  had  near  the  surface  an  immense  body  of  low-grade 
gold  ore,  rich  in  places.  This  body  appeared  to  lie  between  quartzite  walls  (strongly 
stained  with  iron  oxide  near  the  ore.  .  .  .  The  ore  is  a  very  porous  quartzite. 
.  •  .  About  three-quarters  is  soft  and  fine.  .  .  .  Occasionally  there  are 
seams  of  a  silky,  talcose  clay.  .  .  .' '  ^  It  was  to  such  ore  that  the  early  exploita- 
tion of  the  Last  Chance  mine,  through  the  Hooper  tunnel,  by  a  British  syndicate, 
owed  its  success. 

Specimens  of  what  was  considered  a  high-grade  gold  ore  from  the  Jordan 
mine  showed  a  porous,  honeycombed  rock  that  was  composed  of  granular  semi- 
crystalline  and  crystalline  quartz,  and  was  discolored  by  a  fine-grained  dark-brown 
ocherous  powder.  In  this  ore  pyrite  is  visible  in  various  stages  of  decomposition. 
This  occurrence  of  metamorphosed  silicified  limestone,  with  its  replacement  mineral — 
pyrite — altered  and  the  whole  stained  and  often  dusted  with  one  of  the  alteration 
products,  seems  to  be  typical  of  the  Bingham  gold  ores.  It  is  understood  that  only 
a  portion  of  this  gold  was  free,  and  that  no  entirely  successful  process  for  treating  the 
remainder  of  the  gold  content  was  ever  found  (see  page  254). 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  409.  b  Ibid.  c  Ibid. 
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Gold  ore  from  the  Hoogley  fissure,  reported  to  have  carried  extraordinary 
values,  is  a  soft,  yellow-brown,  ocherous  mass. 

In  the  present  low-grade  copper-iron  ores  gold  is  an  important  associate,  for  it 
is  the  gold  content  in  these  ores,  low  as  it  is,  which  renders  more  than  one  Bingham 
property  a  commercial  possibiHty. 

Gold  to  the  amount  of  3.8  ounces  and  tellurium  have  been  found  by  chemical 
work  in  rich  black  sulphide  ore.  In  his  report  upon  this  work  Doctor  Hillebrand 
states  ' '  From  the  amount  of  tellurium  present  it  seems  probable  that  the  silver  and 
gold  both  exist  as  tellurides.  ^  ^  The  black  material  which  afforded  these  results  is 
associated  with  and  is  apparently  secondary  to  original  cupriferous  pyrite.  This 
pyrite  yields  on  similar  tests  only  0.1  of  an  ounce  gold  and  a  trace  of  tellurium. 

Unlike  the  primary  gold,  which  is  said  to  have  been  rough  and  jagged,  the  placer 
gold  is  reported  to  occur  in  thin,  beaten  scales  and  in  rounded,  smooth,  and 
washed  nuggets.  Flour  gold  has  been  found  to  be  evenly  distributed  through  the 
gravel  for  a  distance  of  30  feet  above  bed  rock.  The  highest  pay,  however,  both 
in  the  deep  gravels  on  the  main  creek  bed  and  in  high  gravels,  lies  upon  or  near  to 
the  bed  rock. 

In  the  normal  gold  ore  values  often  ran  very  high.  Thus  it  is  reported  "  that 
ore  from  the  Stewart  assayed  $50  to  $100  per  ton;  that  from  the  Jordan  from  $1.50 
to  $1,500,  with  an  average  of  $10;  that  from  the  Utah,  after  100  assays,  averaged 
$17,  of  which  $6  was  free. 

The  gold  in  the  pyiitic  copper  ores  ranges  from  a  few  cents  to  about  $10,  and 
averages  somewhat  under  $2;  that  in  the  laccoUthic  porphyry  of  Upper  Bingham 
lies  somewhat  under  50  cents.  Placer  values  are  extremely  inconstant.  A  recent 
sample  of  a  bench-gravel  deposit  showed  the  30  feet  of  gravel  next  above  bed  rock 
to  average  6  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  the  5  feet  next  above  that  rock  to  average  18 
cents  per  cubic  yard.  Some  famous  nuggets  have  been  found  at  the  bottom  of  the 
gravel  on  the  bed  rock  of  the  main  gulch.  Mr.  Daniel  Clays  states  that  he  found 
a  nugget  near  the  mouth  of  Damphool  Gulch  which  weighed  7  ounces  and  15  penny- 
weights. This,  it  is  claimed,  is  the  largest  single  piece  of  gold  ever  found  in  Utah. 
Little  is  known  regarding  the  fineness  of  the  gold.  Egleston  has  stated  that  Bing- 
ham's detrital  gold  is  as  967:5.*  Huntley  states^  that  the  fineness  of  placer  gold 
approaches  to  0.852.     It  is  commonly  considered  to  lie  between  850  and  900. 

Sphalerite. — This  mineral,  a  zinc  sulphide,  also  called  zinc  blende,  or  blende,  occurs 
abundantly  in  the  lode  ores.  Although  found  in  lodes  that  cut  all  rocks,  it  appears 
on  the  whole  to  be  most  abundant  in  those  that  lie  within  porphyry,  e.  g.,  the  Last 
Chance  vein.     It  forms  uneven  bands,  roughly  parallel  to  those  of  its  associates,  and 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  409. 

f*  Egleston,  Thomas,  Metallurgy  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Mercury  in  the  United  States,  1890,  vol   2,  p.  261. 

<•  Huntley,  D»  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  419. 
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secondary  mineral  in  metamorphosed  silicified  limestone  adjacent  to  mineralized 
fissures  (see  PL  XXXVII,  B). 

Magnetite, — Although  this  mineral,  a  magnetic  iron  oxide,  might  reasonably 
be  expected  to  have  formed  on  a  considerable  scale  along  intrusive  contacts, 
no  such  occurrences  were  noted.  In  the  monzonite  of  the  Bingham  laccolith, 
however,  and  in  the  sills  and  dikes  which  pass  from  this  parent  body  westward, 
magnetite  occurs  as  a  prominent  constituent.  In  thin  sections  minute  grains  and 
crystals  are  seen  scattered  thickly  through  and  about  the  ferromagnesian  silicates, 
and  also,  though  much  less  plentifully,  through  the  groundmass. 

Limonite, — This  hydrous  iron  oxide  is  found  as  an  alteration  product  of  iron 
minerals,  most  commonly  of  pyrite,  at  many  places,  but  nowhere  in  quantity.  It 
occurs  as  a  precipitate  from  standing  mine  waters  and  as  an  alteration  product  in 
the  superficial  portion  of  ferruginous  ore  bodies.  The  latter  is  the  '  *  yellow-brown 
stain,' '  ' '  iron  oxide,'  ^  and  '  *  ocher ' '  referred  to  in  descriptions  of  early  workings,  and 
is  still  visible  in  the  workings  on  oxidized  ore  bodies.  It  may  be  observed  in  the 
initial  stages  of  its  formation  in  thin  sections  of  copper-sulphide  ore  collected  within 
the  zone  of  surface  alteration. 

Lu/^hite. — This  mineral,  a  variety  of  the  hydrous  sulphate  of  iron,  in  which 
manganese  and  magnesia  replace  a  portion  of  the  iron,  was  first  described  from  the 
Lucky  Boy  mine,  Butterfield  Canyon,  Bingham  district.  The  mine  was  closed  at 
time  of  visit  and  no  material  has  been  obtained.  A.  F.  Holden,  owner  of  the  prop- 
ert}^,  states  that  he  is  sure  that  he  has  never  seen  any  pure  specimens  of  this  decom- 
position mineral.     An  analysis  by  Camof'  gave  the  following  results: 

Analysis  oj  hickxte. 

MnO 1.9 

MgO 2 

FeO 21.7 

SO3 26.3 

CaO 5 

Insoluble 7. 2 

H,0 42.2 

100.0 

Mdllardite, — This  mineral,  a  hydrous  manganese  sulphate,  was  also  described 
from  the  Lucky  Boy  mine  and  is  reported  by  Mr.  Holden  to  be  ' '  still  found  there 
in  isolated  spots,' '  where  it  occurs  ' '  in  crystalline  ma^es  with  fibrous  structure,' ' 
'^in  a  gray,  clay -like  gangue  with  quartz  sand  and  barite.'  '*  As  bearing  upon  the 
conditions  attending  the  formation  of  this  rare  mineral,  it  is  to  be  noted  that '  *  Carnot 
obtained  from  a  solution  of  manganese  sulphate,  at  15°  C,  the  salt  Mn,  SO^  +  5  H^O 
in  triclinic  crystals;  but  at  a  temperature  of  6°  C.  he  obtained  monoclinic  crystals 
with  the  composition  Mn,  SO^+7  H^O,"''  which  is  the  composition  of  mallardite. 

a  Bull.  Soc.  Min.  vol.  2,  1879,  p.  168.  '>  Dana,  J.  D.,  System  of  Mineralogy,  6th  ed.,  p.  943. 
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This  analyst  determined  this  mineral  to  be  made  up  of  MnO.  25.6;  SO,,  28.9; 
H,0,  45.5. 

Realgar  and  arpiment. — These  arsenic  sulphides  have  been  reported  from  But- 
terfield  Canyon." 

JfolyhfUniU. — Grains  and  bands  of  this  mineral  (molybdenum  sulphide)  occur 
in  the  monzonite  which  forms  the  Upper  Bingham  laccolith.  At  the  face  of  the 
northwest  fork  of  Wall  tunnel  No.  2,  seams  of  foliated,  massive  molvbdenite, 
one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  coat  the  porphyry  workings  of  narrow  joint  or 
fracture  planes,  and  it  also  lies  in  the  country  rock  adjacent  to  these  seams  in  small 
grains.  Semicrystalline  quartz  is  associated  in  the  seams  and  in  certain  instances 
is  clearly  of  later  date. 

GANGl'E  MINERALA. 

Quartz.  -This  mineral  fx^curs  in  a  variety  of  forms  in  connection  with  the  ore 
deposits.  Small,  imperfectly  formed  quartz  crystals  frequently  coat  the  walls 
of  narrow  fiSvSures  in  porphyry,  as  in  the  Copper  Center  tunnel  (Boston  Consoli- 
dated Company),  and  Briti.sh  tunnel  (Last  Chance  Company).  Massive  quartz 
often  occurs  where  fissure  ore  is  frozen  to  quartzite  walls,  as  in  the  Silver  Shield. 
Similarly,  where  ore  pipes  pierce  quartzite,  there  are  bodies  of  massive  quartz, 
bearing  partially  formed  crystals  an  inch  in  length,  one  of  which  showed  4 
rhombohedrons.  Frequently,  portions  which  w^ere  originally  limestone,  now 
lying  within  their  parent  strata,  are  porous,  honeycombed,  spongy  masses  of  pure 
quartz,  as  in  the  Eklison  tunnel  (Boston  Consolidated)  and  the  Fortune  and  Revere 
mines.  The  most  widespread  occurrence  of  quartz,  exclusive  of  that  in  the  sedi- 
ments, is  as  a  residual  product  in  the  alteration  of  limestone.  Thus,  a  &ie,  white, 
granular  variety,  which  is  commonly  associated  with  limestone  replacement  bodies 
in  the  Jordan,  Utah,  and  Telegraph  mines,  even  in  the  interior  of  the  great  lime- 
stones, has  been  found,  upon  analysis  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Hillebrand,  to  carry  84.61 
and  88.25  of  silica.  Economically,  the  siliceous  character  of  ores  is  a  desirable 
feature  in  matte  smelting. 

Opal. — A  leek-green  and  dark  amber-brown  colored  type  of  this  variety 
of  silica  occurs  in  limestone  in  the  Commercial  mine.  Irregular  branching  seams 
one-eighth  to  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  width  traverse  a  light-brown  semicrystalline 
limestone  and  are  in  turn  intersected  by  films  of  secondary  calcite. 

Calcite, — In  its  most  .usual  occurrence  as  the  product  of  marmorization  of 
limestone,  this  mineral  (a  carbonate  of  calcium)  forms  allotriomorphic  grains  con- 
stituting massive,  compact  marble.  It  is  not  as  common  in  the  limestone  replace- 
ment ores  as  one  might  expect,  but  frequently  forms  the  cores  of  fissure  veins. 
Thus,  Nasi  ore  shows  a  coarsely  crystalline  band  of  calcite  of  varying  thickness 

a  Dana,  J.  P.,  System  of  Mineralogy,  Ath  ed.,  p.  1003. 
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running  through  the  central  portion  of  the  vein  and  penetrated  from  either  side 
by  lobes  of  galena.  This  galena  in  some  cases  shows  crystal  terminations.  Occa- 
sionally small  vugs  occur  within  these  cores,  and  imperfect  calcite  crystals  some- 
times coat  their  walls.  Thin  sections  of  these  ores  show  that  calcite  fills  cleavage 
fractures  which  traverse  galena,  sphalerite,  pyrite,  and  chalcopyrite. 

Dolomite. — ^This  mineral,  a  calcium-magnesium  carbonate,  is  known  sparingly 
in  altered  limestone  and  in  fissures.  In  a  single  block  which  was  obtained  from 
the  Highland  Boy  mine,  of  which  one  portion  w  as  blue  limestone  and  the  other 
white  crystalline  limestone  or  marble,  the  former  gave  53.5  CaO  .99  MgO,  while 
the  white  product  of  alteration  of  same  gave  45.52  CaO,  1.31  MgO.  In  a  similar 
examination  of  material  from  the  Old  Jordan  mine  the  fresh  portion  gave  48.34  CaO 
and  3.66  MgO,  while  the  altered  portion  contained  only  99.74  CaO  and  24.57  MgO. 
These  analyses  by  Doctor  Hillebrand  tend  to  show  an  increase  of  MgO  in  the  altered 
portions  of  the  limestone.  Although  the  occurrence  of  magnesium  oxide  in  the 
form  of  dolomite  is  not  proved,  it  seems  probable  that  it  is  present.  Specimens 
from  the  Evans  tunnel.  Telegraph  mine,  show  the  several  stages  of  transition 
from  blue  limestone  to  marble,  and  a  fine-grained,  light  pink-brown  dolomite. 
On  the  Queen  vein,  Queen  mine,  vugs  between  plates  of  barite  are  coated  with 
crystalline  dolomite  carrjang  an  excess  of  magnesia. 

Gypsum. — Imperfect,  acicular  crystals  of  gypsum  (calcium  sulphate)  occur 
in  the  Last  Chance  vein  and  are  apparently  of  recent  date.  Similarly  in  the  Port- 
land incline  and  elsewhere  small  plates  of  selenite  seem  to  have  formed  as  a  decom- 
composition  product.  In  the  big  stope  of  the  Dixon  mine  a  considerable  table 
of  fibrous  gypsum  was  found  betw^een  the  carbonate  ore  and  the  parent  sulphides. 
Scales  of  selenite  frequently  occur  in  the  black  shale  exploited  in  the  mines  of 
this  portion  of  the  camp. 

Garnet. — A  small  amount  of  this  mineral,  a  complex  silicate  of  aluminum, 
calcium,  magnesium,  iron,  or  manganese,  was  detected  by  Mr.  Waldemar  Lindgren 
in  altered  Umestone  from  the  dump  at  the  upper  adit  of  the  Commercial  mine. 
Under  the  microscope  thin  sections  show  it  to  be  in  the  form  of  light  greenish-brown 
grains.  As  the  specimen  was  not  found  in  place,  it  is  not  possible  to  state  the 
manner  of  its  original  occurrence.  In  the  Highland  Boy  mine.  No.  6  level,  under 
the  main  ore  shoot  and  over  an  intrusive,  green  garnets  in  modified  dodecahedral 
crystals  one-twentieth  of  an  inch  in  diameter  occur  associated  with  grains  of  pyrite 
and  chalcopyrite  in  a  groundmass  of  calcite.  In  thin  sections  these  crystals  are 
seen  to  have  developed  in  the  metamorphosed  limestone  as  intergrowths  with 
pyrite  and  chalcopyrite  (see  PI.  XXXVI).  Although  contact  metamorphism 
does  not  appear  to  have  developed  garnet  on  as  great  scale  in  this  district  as  it 
did  in  some  other  regions,  e.  g.,  at  Morenci,  Ariz.,  apparently  some  is  formed  in 
this  manner  in  Bingham. 
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Bnri.U. — RadiAtin^  lamellflp  of  this  mineral  'hahuzn  sulphate)  <iccur  in  the 
(^een  vf*in.  Queen  mine,  Butterfield  Canyon,  in  association  with  sphai^te,  dolo- 
mite, quartz,  and  hipfh  silver  values. 

Rhodor.hrfwiU, — A  flesh-rolored  film  of  thLs  mineral  <^ manganese  carbonate) 
(*oat«  hi^ly  zinciferous  silver  ore  in  the  Eagle  Birri  vein.  Queen  mine.  Butterlieid 
Canyon.  One  sample  was  found  by  Doctor  .Ulen  to  contain  considerable  magne- 
sium carbonate  and  accordinrfy  to  He  between  rhodochrosite  and  mangano-t^alcite. 

.^frint^.-  -This  <v*curs  in  monzonite  aa  an  alteration  product,  and  has  also  be«i 
detected  in  f  bin  sections  of  porphyry  which  occurred  aiijairent  to  ore-bearing  fissures 
and  wan  subject  to  metasomatic  alteration. 

VALriW. 

TTie  values  of  Bingham  ores  avera^  very  low.  Pay  is  widely  distributed. 
Prospecting  in  any  country  rock  in  any  part  of  the  camp  rarely  fails  to  disclose 
some  metal,  but  bonanzas  have  rarelv  been  found.  Most  t)f  the  ores  that  are 
being  mined  to-day  carry  values  so  low  that  they  are  either  l«^w-grade  smelting  ores 
or  milling  ores.  Thus,  in  certain  instances,  the  accessory  gold.  lead,  and  silver 
contents  are  depended  upon  to  raise  the  total  value  of  a  low-grade  copper  ore  above 
tiie  commercial  limit.  While  four  concentration  mills  are  leading  to  the  extensioa 
of  mining  operations,  it  has  been  reliably  estimated  that  a  profit  can  not  be  guar- 
anteed upon  a  mixed  copper  ore  from  Bingham  whose  aggregate  vaine  Calls  below 
S6.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  this  minimum  limit  has  now  been  lowered  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  it  will  be  still  further  reduced.  The  combination  of 
a  few  higher-grade  bodies,  several  medium-grade,  and  many  low-grade,  together  with 
the  variety  and  types  of  ore,  including  copper,  lead,  sflver,  and  gold,  has  pn>ved 
most  valuable;  for  this  fact,  by  fortifying  the  mining  industry  against  eariy  exhaus- 
tion, baseless  speculation,  and  market  fluctuations  has  made  possible  practically 
c/>ntinuous  mining  operations  from  the  date  of  earliest  mining  in  Utah  to  the  present 
day. 

(Jfrfrp^.f  r)ahi^A,-  -fettle  reliable  information  regarding  values  of  carbonate  copper 
ore  is  available,  ft  is  cr>mmonly  reported  by  miners  of  long  experience  in  Bingham 
that  ore  bodies  which  are  now  exploited  for  their  content  oi  copper  sulphides  yielded 
in  their  oxidi;«ed  zones  mainly  lead  and  silver,  with  little,  if  any,  copper.  Thus  one 
mine,  which  yielded  in  the  early  days  high  lead-silver  values  and  carbonate  ore,  now 
yieirls,  in  a/ldition  t/>  lea^I  and  silver,  some  gold  and  an  average  of  3.5  per  cent  copper. 
The  average  of  aasays  on  three  characteristic  shipments  from  a  typical  fissure  mine 
show  a  copper  content  of  f>.5  per  cent.  In  the  limestone  replacement  ore  bodies, 
which  c^FOstitut^  the  foundatir>n  of  the  copper  industry  in  Bingham,  the  copper 
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values  are  understood  to  run  somewhat  lower;  thus  the  average  of  the  averages  of  a 
great  number  of  assays  on  ore  from  two  of  the  great  properties  shows  a  copper 
content  of  3.3  per  cent. 

Lead  values, — The  lead  content  in  10,940  tons  of  carbonate  ore  from  one  mine 
averaged  27.5  per  cent,  and  1 ,506  tons  of  ^ '  sulphuret  ore ' '  taken  out  with  this  carbon- 
ate carried  14.21  per  cent  lead.  Some  famous  lead-ore  bodies  have  been  found  in  the 
great  limestones  which  have  furnished  large  amounts  of  extra  high-grade  ore.  Thus, 
in  the  Black  stope  of  the  Telegraph  mine  lead  is  stated  to  have  run  45  per  cent,  and  in 
the  Lions  Den,  Jordan  mine,  65  per  cent.  The  fissure  ores,  however,  supply  the  bulk 
of  the  lead  product  from  Bingham  to-day.  A  control  assay  on  a  normal  shipment 
from  a  mine  on  a  fissure  which  cuts  quartzite  and  porphyry  gives  44.25  per  cent 
lead.  The  shipments  of  several  years  from  a  mine  on  a  fissure  in  limestone  are  said 
to  average  45  per  cent  lead.  These  facts,  taken  in  connection  with  assays  of  ores 
from  many  other  mines,  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  average  content  of  typical 
lead  ore  in  Bingham  is  about  45  per  cent  lead. 

Silver  values. — Fissure  ore  constitutes  the  chief  source  of  silver  in  Bingham. 
In  10,940  tons  of  carbonate  ore  from  the  mine  mentioned  above,  the  silver  content 
averaged  57.14  ounces,  while  the  sulphurets  associated  with  the  carbonate  ore  yielded 
an  average  ot  51.40  ounces.  Assays  on  ore  from  the  several  lower  levels  of  the  same 
property  show  a  silver  content  ranging  from  14  ounces  to  268  ounces,  with  an 
average  in  1 1  assays  of  65.2  ounces.  The  silver  content  in  lead  bonanzas  runs 
as  follows:  Lions  Den,  Jordan  mine,  25  ounces;  Black  stope,  Telegraph  mine,  18 
ounces.  In  the  sulphide  copper  ore  shipped  from  the  limestone  replacement  bodies 
at  the  present  day,  silver  may  be  expected  to  run  on  an  average  from  2  to  4  ounces. 
A  mine  on  fissure  ore  in  quartzite  and  porphyry  affords  an  average,  based  upon 
assays  of  three  normal  shipments,  of  81.6  ounces,  and  ore  from  a  fissure  in  lime- 
stone is  said  to  average  18  ounces  silver,  which  is  on  a  ratio  of  one  part  silver  to  three 
of  lead ;  while  ore  from  the  property  affording  the  assay  of  carbonate  ore  was  con- 
sidered to  carry  silver  in  the  proportion  of  320  ounces  of  silver  to  1  ounce  of  gold. 

Gold  values. — Gold  has  been  found  in  quantities  sufficient  to  pay  for  saving 
in  the  oxidized  zone  of  limestone  replacement  ore  bodies,  in  the  sulphides,  and  in 
detrital  deposits.  Assays  of  the  ' '  oxidized  gold  ores  ^  ^  are  reported  to  have  indicated 
gold  contents  ranging  from  a  trace  to  $15  per  ton. 
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From  early  workings  on  several  properties  the  following  values  per  ton  have 
been  reported:" 

Reported  values  of  "  oxidized  gold  ores,*'  per  ton,  from  mines  in  Bingham  district. 

Jordan $10 

Utah 6  17 

Spanish 3to6 

Telegraph 3to5 

Colonel  Sellers  claim 20 

Levant 20 

Highland  Boy 18 

Stewart 50  to  100 

Sevan  Company  and  Stewart  No.  2 2  to  60 

These  values  indicate  a  rouglily  approximated  average  of  about  $10  to  $12 
per  ton.  Gold  and  sulphides  occur  in  the  cupriferous  pyrite,  in  porphyry,  in  the 
great  limestones,  and  sparingly  in  galena.  A  large  number  of  assays  of  samples 
taken  in  the  test  workings  of  the  Wall  property  just  below  Upper  Bingham,  and 
those  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Company  in  Copper  Center  Gulch,  show  that  gold 
occurs  in  the  monzonite  in  small  amounts.  The  average  of  52  assays  from 
samples  taken  in  Copper  Center  tunnel  shows  15  cents  in  gold,  while  averages  of  the 
gold  found  in  nine  of  the  Wall  tunnels  give  an  average  carry  of  37  cents.  In  the 
sulphide  ore  bodies  in  limestone  the  gold  values  range  from  averages  of  80  and  90 
cents  to  an  average  of  $2.20.  Ore  from  one  prominent  silver-lead  fissure  gives  an 
average  from  seven  assays  of  $1.10;  from  another  fissure  an  average  of  tliree  sliip- 
ments  shows  $2.26,  and  from  another  fissure  80  cent«.  The  galena  of  the  Last 
Chance  mine,  according  to  statements  made  by  the  operators,  carries  some  gold, 
and  an  assay  made  by  Dr.  E.  T.  Allen  in  the  laboratory  of  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey  of  a  composite  sample,  which  included  portions  of  cleavable  galena 
from  the  Last  Chance,  Highland  Boy,  and  Nast  and  Silver  Shield  mines,  proved 
the  presence  of  0.60  of  an  ounce  of  gold. 

The  disintegration  of  these  gold-bearing  rocks  has  resulted  in  the  deposition 
of  free  gold  in  stream  gravels  in  varying  amounts.  Some  gravel  from  the  bottom 
of  the  main  Bingham  Canyon  in  the  vicinity  of  Damphool  Gulch  is  reported  to  have 
yielded  $18  to  $20  per  cubic  yard,  and  at  one  time,  in  a  limited  area,  $5  a  pan. 
The  pay  levels  of  the  West  Mountain  gravels  are  said  to  yield  8  to  10  cents  a  pan, 
and  some  of  them  $6  to  $9  and  even  $15  a  yard.  A  recent  sampling  of  the  gravel 
in  the  Argonaut  cut  shows  that  the  lower  30  feet  of  gravel  averages  6  cents  per  cubic 
yard  and  that  the  lowest  5  feet  averages  18  cents. 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13.  ^Of  this  value  $6  was  in  free  gold. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OCCURRENCE  OF  THE  ORES. 

AREAL   DISTRIBUTION. 

The  productive  area  in  the  Bingham  mining  district  (PI.  XVI)  is  not  restricted 
to  any  one  local  deposit  nor  to  a  single  zone  of  deposits.  The  most  important 
single  locus  of  any  economic  interest  comprises  the  massive  limestones  which  have 
been  traced  from  the  desert  on  the  east  across  Copper  Gulch,  past  the  head  of 
Yosemite  Gulch  to  the  lower  portion  of  Bear  Gulch,  and  across  the  head  of  Bingham 
Canyon  to  the  point  of  their  rupture  b}"  intrusives,  and  thence  beyond,  to  the  west, 
a  distance  in  a  direct  line  of  about  3h  miles.  From  the  Richmond  mine  on  the 
east  to  the  Star  on  the  west  is  a  distance  of  about  3§  miles.  In  a  north-south 
direction  valuable  ore  has  been  found  as  far  north  as  the  Midland  and  Broad  Gauge 
and  south  in  the  Queen  and  Luck}'  Boy.  Thus  the  productive  area  extends  approx- 
imately 4  miles  north  and  south  and  3ii  miles  east  and  west,  comprising  an  area  of 
about  15  square  miles.  The  vertical  range  of  the  known  ore  deposits  is  marked 
by  those  in  the  Zelnora  (elevation  8,375)  ^  and  the  lowest  levels  in  the  Brooklyn 
(elevation  5,875)  and  Dalton  and  Lark  (elevation  5,810).  Ore  bodies  are  thus 
known  through  a  vertical  range  of  approximately  2,565  feet. 

GEOLOGICAL   DISTRIBUTION. 

Character  of  country  rock. — The  sedimentary  section  exposed  in  this  district 
embraces  several  thousand  feet  of  massive  quartzite,  thin,  intercalated  limestones, 
and  calcareous  shales.  Though  the  calcareous  members  form  a  very  small  portion 
of  this  total  thickness,  their  influence  in  the  deposition  of  ore  bodies  gives  them 
special  importance.  This  great  quartzite  section  may  thus  be  broadly  divided  on 
lithologic  grounds  into  two  parts — a  lower,  which  is  distinguished  by  a  few  com- 
paratively thin  interbedded  limestones,  and  an  upper,  which  is  distinguished  by 
intercalated  black  calcareous  shales,  sandstones,  and  impure  limestones. 

Ore  bodies  occur  in  each  of  the  lithologic  types  of  rock  of  the  district,  including 
limestone,  quartzite,  shale,  and  porphyry.  The  limestones  which  have  afforded  the 
largest  ore  bodies,  and  which  compose  the  main  belt,  include  the  Jordan,  the  Com- 
mercial, and  the  Highland  Boy  members.     No  ore  bodies  are  known  in  the  massive 

a  These  elevations  are  based  upon  the  Bingham  contour  map,  and  that  is  based  upon  elevations  determined  by  the 
Rio  Grande  Western  Railroad. 
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dark-blue  limestone  underlying  these  series,  but  some  have  been  found  in  the  sili- 
ceous limestone  above  the  Highland  Boy  horizon  and  in  the  thin,  mottled  limestone 
of  the  Petro-York  *' bedded  vein."  Although  ore  occurs  in  the  calcareous  shale 
which  characterizes  the  great  siliceous  series  overlying  the  main  limestone  belt, 
exploration  shows  that  the  rich  lead-silver  bodies  formed  under  rather  than  within 
these  shales.  High-grade  argentiferous  lead  ore  carrying  minor  values  of  copper 
and  gold  occurs  in  fissures  and  fracture  zones  which  transect  both  sedimentaries 
and  intrusives.  Instances  of  such  occurrence  may  be  seen  in  the  Silver  Shield, 
Eagle  Bird,  Queen,  St.  James,  southern  extension  of  the  Galena,  Last  Chance,  Nast 
and  Ferguson,  Phoenix,  Montezuma,  and  Midland  lodes. 

Age  of  country  rock, — The  Bingham  Canyon  district  lies  in  a  broad,  shallow, 
synclinal  basin,  which  pitches  gently  northward,  and  is  limited  on  the  west  by  the 
Tooele  anticline  and  on  the  east  by  the  abrupt  Bingham  upturn.  Accordmgly,  the 
oldest  beds  in  this  series  outcrop  in  the  southern  and  the  youngest  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  area.  The  main  belt  of  ore-bearing  limestone  has  yielded  distinctive 
faunas  of  upper  Carboniferous  age.  A  thin  limestone  at  the  base  of  the  series  out- 
cropping in  the  upper  portion  of  Butterfield  Canyon  gave  a  fauna  which  was  at  first 
considered  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Girty,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  to  be  lower 
Carboniferous  (Mississippian)  in  age,  because  of  the  presence  of  Archimedes  in  con- 
siderable abundance.  This  genus  has  recently  been  reported  from  the  upper  Car- 
boniferous of  Russia,  and  a  few  specimens  have  also  been  discovered  by  Doctor 
Girty  and  others  in  the  upper  Carboniferous  of  this  country.  In  view  of  these 
discoveries,  Doctor  Girty  is  now  inclined  to  regard  this  fauna  as  upper  Carboniferous 
in  age.  Faunas  from  thin  limestones,  sandstones,  and  calcareous  shales  in  the 
highest  portion  of  the  section  exposed  in  the  region  are  also  of  that  age.  Accord- 
ingly, all  known  productive  sediments  in  the  Bingham  district  are  of  upper  Car- 
boniferous age. 

Correlation  of  ore-bearing  members, — Although  contemplated  detailed  areal 
work  on  tracing  the  stratigraphic  connections  between  the  various  mining  camps 
in  this  vicinity  was  prevented  by  early  snows,  general  correlations  may  be  tenta- 
tively given  on  local  paleontologic,  lithologic,  and  stratigraphic  evidence. 

The  sedimentary  series  in  these  various  districts  may  be  cbrrelated  with  a 
part  of  the  general  paleontologic  section  determined  by  the  geologists  of  the 
Fortieth  Parallel  Survey  as  the  Weber  quartzite  and  Wasatch  limestone.  The 
"Weber  quartzite,  a  heavy  body  of  quartzitic  strata"  .  .  .  with  *'at  both 
limits  unimportant  intercalations  of  limestone,  5,000  to  6,000  feet,""  lies  between 
the  well-proved  upper  Coal  Measure  series  above  and  the  Wasatch  limestone 
below.  This  series  is  formed  * '  for  the  most  part  of  compact,  heavily  bedded  lime- 
stone interstratified  with  a  few  persistent     .     .     .     siliceous  beds  of  quartzite.' ' 

a  King,  Clarence.  Systematic  geology:  Geo.  Explor.  40th  Par.,  vol.  1,  p.  155. 
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''Coal  Measure  faunas  are  numerous  down  to  1,600  feet  from  the  base,  where  occur 
sub-Carboniferous  types,  which  occupy  but  a  narrow  horizon,  immediately  followed 
by  a  series  of  the  Waverly  group,  .  .  .  the  whole  making  a  continuous  single 
body  of  Umestone  7,000  feet  thick.''" 

Briefly,  the  age  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Wasatch  limestone  (omitting  the  basal 
member,  originally  considered  Devonian)  is  lower  Carboniferous,  the  age  of  the 
upper  portion  is  Coal  Measures,  and  the  age  of  the  Weber  quartzite  is  intermediate 
between  that  and  upper  Coal  Measures.        ' 

At  Bingham  the  sedimentary  succession,  including  all  the  ore-bearing  horizons, 
as  seen  from  the  preceding  discussion,  appears  to  be  the  equivalent  of  the  Weber 
quartzite. 

At  Park  City,  in  the  Wasatch  Range,  the  same  general  series  occurs,  (with 
certain  significant  minor  changes),  as  the  main  quartzite  (locally  known  as  the 
Ontario  quartzite)  overlies  hmestones  of  Wasatch  age,  and  is  probably  equivalent 
to  the  Weber  quartzite.  At  Mercur,  a  few  miles  south-southwest  of  Bingham,  in 
the  Oquirrh  Range,  the  principal  ore-bearing  horizon  is  the  Great  Blue  Umestone, 
in  the  lower  Intercalated  series,  which  is  considered  equivalent  to  the  Wasatch 
limestone,  while  the  upper  Intercalated  series  may  be  equivalent  to  the  Weber 
quartzite.*  And  at  Tintic  the  chief  ore-bearing  members  are  the  Eureka  and 
Godiva  limestones,  which  carry  lower  Carboniferous  faunas  and  are  considered 
equivalent  to  the  Great  Blue  limestone  of  Mercur/' 

No  detailed  stratigraphic  work  has  yet  been  done  in  the  Wasatch,  but  at  Alta, 
at  the  head  of  Little  Cottonwood  Canyon,  the  general  section  was  examined  in 
the  course  of  the  Survey  of  the  Fortieth  Parallel,  and  an  important  section  was 
carefully  studied  during  the  past  season  in  connection  with  the  survey  of  the  Park 
City  district.  It  is  believed  that  the  limestone  series  in  the  main  divide  north  of 
Alta,  between  Little  and  Big  Cottonwood  canyons,  *'Emma  Hill  proper,  in  which 
most  of  the  important  mines  of  the  district  are  located,  is  formed  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  Wasatch  limestone  ."  '     A  (juartzite  series,  which  is  now  believed 

to  be  equivalent  to  the  Weber  quartzite,  outcrops  on  the  north  side  of  Big  Cotton- 
wood Can  von. *" 

A  comparison  of  the  lithologic  characters  of  the  representatives  of  the  AVasatch 
and  Weber  formations  of  these  districts  develops  certain  facts  of  great  significance 
in  the  geologic  history  of  this  region.  The  special  interest,  however,  in  this  con- 
nection, is  economic.  Although  no  positive  correlations  may  now  be  made  the 
foregoing  facts  seem  to  warrant  the  tentative  conclusions  (1)   that  the  Wasatch 

<'Klng,  Clarence.  Systematic  geology:  Geol.  Kxplor.  40th  Par.,  vol.  1,  p.  I.m. 
''SptUT,  J.  E,,  Personal  communication  to  the  writer  on  March  24,  19a3. 

c  Smith,  0.  0.,  Geology  and  Mining  Industry  of  the  Tintic  district,  Utah,  by  G.  W.  T(  wrr  and  C.  ( ).  i-'mith:  Xlneteer.th 
Ann.  Rept.  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey,  pt.  3.  p.  a^l. 

(1  Emmons,  S.  F.,  Descriptive  geology  of  the  Wasatch  Range:  Geol.  Explor.  40th  Par.,  vol.  2,  p.  364. 
<  Unpublished  field  notes  by  J.  D.  Irving  and  J.  M.  Boutwell. 
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limestone  (lower  Carboniferous  by  Fortieth  Parallel  Survey)  forms  the  country 
rock  for  the  principal  ore  bodies  at  Tintic,  Alta,  and  Mercur;  (2)  that  the  equiva- 
lents of  the  Weber  formation  (considered  upper  Carboniferous  by  Fortieth  Parallel 
Survey)  contain  the  more  valuable  ore  bodies  at  Bingham  and  Park  City,  and  (3) 
that  some  ore-bearing  beds  at  Park  City  are  of  still  later  age. 

RELATION  OF  ORE  TO  COUNTRY  ROCK. 

So  far  as  the  occurrence  of.  the  ore  is  influenced  by  the  character  of  the 
country  rock,  it  may  be  considered  with  regard  to  its  physical  or  its  chemical 
factors,  or  with  regard  to  a  combination  of  the  two.  Lithologic  characteristics, 
such  as  massiveness,  compactness,  ductiUty,  friabiUty,  etc.,  are  closely  related 
to  the  character  and  extent  of  fracturing.  Lithologic  succession  affects  form  and 
continuity  of  fissures.  The  influence  of  solubility,  and  thus  of  replaceabiUty,  of 
carbonaceous  matter,  and  the  influence  of  mineralogic  composition,  more  particu- 
larly in  igneous  rocks,  on  the  form  of  occurrence  is  patent.  The  systematic  occur- 
rence of  ore  in  metamorphosed  calcareous  sediments  adjacent  to  igneous  masses 
is  indicative  of  influences  exerted  by  igneous  magmas,  which,  though  not  completely 
understood,  probably  involve  both  chemical  and  physical  agencies. 

Physical  influences, — The  compact  quartzites,  the  bedded  limestones,  and  the 
homogeneous  jointed  igneous  rocks  present  three  lithologically  and  structurally 
distinct  types.  Examples  are  seen  in  which  fracturing  has  produced  zones  of 
intensely  crushed  material  in  quartzite,  series  of  irregular,  anastomosing  fissures 
in  limestone,  and  cleanly  cut  master  fissures  in  igneous  rock.  Observations  on  these 
fissures  were  not  sufficiently  extended  to  warrant  the  statement  that  these  variable 
results  of  fracturing  are  of  general  occurrence.  The  fine-grained,  compact,  massive 
quartzite  of  Bingham,  forming  a  great  thickness  of  nearly  homogeneous  material, 
is  found  in  many  localities  to  have  been  intensely  crushed,  fractured,  and  fissured 
(PI.  XIII).  Some  zones  of  fracturing  include  belts  of  breccia  between  fissures 
which  afford  easy  access  and  ample  depositing  area  for  solutions,  but  more  commonly 
narrow,  thin  fissures  are  found  with  cleanly  slickensided,  uneven  walls.  These  do 
not  appear  to  be  favorable  to  the  deposition  of  wide  veins  of  lead,  gold,  and  silver. 
In  a  few  instances,  however,  they  have  been  found  to  carry  high  gold  values.  Ine- 
qualities in  the  plane  of  a  fissure  may  lead  to  open  spaces  which  favor  the  formation 
of  lenticular  enlargements  in  the  vein.  Thus  in  the  Silver  Shield  and  Montezuma 
fissures,  ore  made  upon  the  benches  or  stretches  of  least  dip.  That  the  movement 
required  to  open  such  spaces  actually  occurred  may  be  seen  along  Giant  Chief 
fissure,  where  a  relative  movement  downward  on  the  west  took  place.  Recipro- 
cally, in  the  intervening,  more  closed  portions  of  a  fracture,  ore  appears  relatively 
piucheil.  When  fissures  pass  from  quartzite  into  massive  limestone,  they  frequently 
Hplit  up  into  a  zone  of  anastomosing  cracks.    This  increases  the  width  of  a  mineral- 
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bearing  area,  not  only  by  increasing  the  width  of  the  fracture  zone,  but  also  by 
increasing  the  surface  exposed  to  attack,  solution,  and  replacement.  This  fact  is 
illustrated  on  a  small  scale  at  the  intersection  of  the  Highland  Umestone  by  the 
Galena  fissure,  on  the  Utah  level.  Old  Jordan  mine.  Again,  a  zone  of  anastomosing 
fracture  planes  in  limestone  is  seen  at  the  outcrop  of  the  Galena  fissure  (see  PL 
XXVIII,  A),  When  a  fissure  passes  from  a  compact,  massive  rock  into  thinly 
laminated  shales  it  may  entirel}^  fade  out.  Thus  it  would  hardly  be  expected  that 
a  fissure  would  continue  as  strong  and  long  in  a  thick  shale,  such  as  occurs  in  Mark- 
ham  Gulch  and  Dry  Canyon,  as  in  a  massive  limestone  or  porphyry,  nor  as  well 
in  these  as  in  massive  quartzite.  In  short,  the  transmission  of  forces  producing 
the  fissure  both  in  depth  and  along  its  strike,  depends  chiefly  on  the  physical  char- 
acter of  the  country  rock. 

Chemical  factors, — The  chemical  character  of  the  country  rock  influences  the 
nature  of  the  occurrence  of  ore  largely  in  proportion  as  the  rock  is  soluble  or  contains 
mineral  precipitants.  The  relative  action  of  the  less  soluble  rocks,  such  as  quartzite 
and  impure  limestone  and  of  the  readily  soluble  limestone,  is  shown  by  the  relative 
size  of  ore  bodies  in  these  two  types  of  rocks.  Ore  makes  lean  in  sihceous  rocks, 
more  plentifully  in  porphyry,  and  largest  and  richest  in  limestone.  In  that  portion 
of  the  Galena  fissure  which  lies  in  quartzite  under  the  Jordan  limestone,  lead  and 
silver  ore  occurs  in  relatively  thin,  small,  tabular  bodies,  but  in  those  portions  of  the 
same  fissure  which  lie  in  calcareous  rocks,  ore  occurs  in  relatively  wider  and  thicker 
bodies,  as  in  the  Highland  limestone,  in  a  small  way,  and  in  the  Jordan  limestone  on  a 
grand  scale.  The  greater  size  and  number  of  ore  bodies  in  limestone  may  be  seen 
from  the  accompanying  map  (PI.  XL)  of  the  underground  workings  of  the  Old 
Jordan  mine  on  and  adjacent  to  the  Galena  fissure.  This  instance  is  a  type  of  a 
feature  which  was  observed  in  various  properties  during  underground  study. 

A  comparison  of  these  long  but  relatively  thin  or  tabular  bodies  of  lead  and  silver 
ore,  which  are  characteristic  of  fissure  occurrences,  with  the  thicker,  relatively 
shorter,  lenticular  bodies  of  copper  ore  wliich  occur  in  limestones,  presents  a  furtha 
illustration  of  the  influence  of  the  chemical  composition  of  rocks  upon  the  form  ol 
occurrence  of  ores.  The  copper  sulphide  ores,  which  constitute  the  main  source  of 
Bingham  shipments,  occur  within  the  great  Umestones  roughly  parallel  with  the 
bedding  planes.  In  fact,  so  far  as  observed,  no  ore  bodies  of  this  type  have  been 
found  in  quartzite,  but  all  lie  within  limestones,  e.  g.,  in  the  Highland  Boy,  Tele- 
graph, Commercial,  and  Old  Jordan  mines. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  the  conunon  maxim  in  Bingham,  that 
these  ore  bodies  are  restricted  to  the  base  of  the  limestone  beds  and  lie  at  the  contact 
with  the  foot-wall  quartzite  has  not  been  found  true.  The  idea  seems  to  have  gained 
credence  largely  through  the  occurrence  of  rich,  black  copper-sulpliide  ore  in  Ume- 
stone immediately  over  quartzite  for  a  considerable  extent.     This  relation,  which 
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closelj  resembles  a  normai  occurrence,  was  brought  about,  however,  by  extensive 
strike  faulting,  which  has  thrown  an  ore  body  that  formed  in  the  limestone  high 
above  its  base  into  immediate  contact  with  underhnng  quartzite  (see  PI.  XXI,  B  and 
PI,  XLII,  ^4).  Wide  underground  obser\'ation  tends  to  show,  on  the  contrarj',  that 
the  contact  is  generally  barren  and  that  the  ore  bodies  occur  above  within  the  great 
limestones  (PI.  XXI,  A).  Furthermore,  these  s)ioots  are  not  restricted  to  a  single 
horizon  within  the  limestone,  but  occur  at  various  horizons,  one  above  the  other. 
The  selective  action  exercised  by  the  mineral  for  certain  beds  in  tlie  Umestone  is 
closely  analogous  to  that  shown  for  limestone  in  preference  to  quartzite. 

Nowhere  is  this  more  clearly  illustrated  on  both  lat^e  and  small  scales  than  in 
the  Highland  Boy  mine.  At  several  places  this  was  shown  in  miniature,  as  it  were; 
a  distinct  fissure  carries  mineral  which  enlarges  in  certain  beds,  becomes  con- 
stricted in  others,  and  expands  on  coming  into  otliers  (see  fig.  2). 

An  occurrence  of  the  same  character  is 
seen  in  the  two  main  shoots  opened  on  that 
portion  of  the  Neptune  fissure  which  lies 
within  the  Jordan  limestone.  Somewhat 
over  100  feet  above  the  barren  contact  of 
the  Jordan  limestone  with  the  foot-wail 
quartzite  the  normal  fissure  body  of 
silver  and  lead  ore  expands  from  the  fissure 
laterally  into  the  limestone  wall  and  forms 
a  thick  lens  that  extends  in  the  direction  of 
dip  and  contracts  above  to  two  prominent 
fissures  in  the  barren  limestone.  Five  to  8 
feet  higher  a  similar  lateral  extension  of  the 
ore  body  takes  place  on  this  same  fracture 
zone,  and  forms  a  flatter,  more  bed-like 
shoot.  An  attempt  is  made  to  illustrate  the  results  of  this  selective  action  in  fig.  8 
(p.  237).  Similar  action  is  shown  on  a  grand  scale  on  the  No.  6  level  of  the  HiglUand 
Boy  mine,  where  two  ore  shoots,  one  of  mammoth  size,  lie  within  marmorized 
limestone  and  are  separated  from  each  other  and  the  foot-  and  hanging-wall 
quartzites  by  considerable  thicknesses  of  barren  marble.  Other  shoots  may  he 
revealed  at  a  still  higher  horizon  in  the  marble  between  the  upper  shoot  and  the 
hanging-wall  quartzite. 

In  brief,  these  facts  seem  to  show  not  only  tlie  superior  affinity  of  ore-bearing 
solutions  for  limestone,  but  also  a  selective  t^-ndeiicy  of  these  solutions  toward 
certain  beds  of  limestone. 

Carbonaceous  and  organic  constituents  exert  other  important  cliemical  influ- 
ences. Considerable  thicknesses  of  calcareous  shales  containing  a  small  amount  of 
carbonaceous  matter  occur  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Bingham  mining  district 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Dixon,  Winamuck,  Markham,  and  Dry  Fork  gulches.  Valuable 
bodies  of  lead  and  silver  ore  have  been  found  in  or  adjacent  to  these  beds  of  shale 
in  certain  fissures  which  cut  them.  Thus  the  Erie  fissure  in  quartzite  carries  lean 
sulphide  ore,  averaging  6  to  10  inches,  and  rarely  reaching  3  feet  in  width,  but  in  the 
calcareous,  carbonaceous  shale  it  incloses  a  shoot  of  '  *  first-class* '  lead  and  silver  ore 
at  least  12  feet  in  width. 

The  Ben  Butler  body  is  associated  with  shale  of  the  same  character.  In  the 
Montezuma,  with  the  exception  of  certain  bodies  which  formed  within  the  foot  wall, 
the  ore  occurs  in  two  shoots,  which  lie  immediately  below  and  in  contact  with  a  hang- 
ing wall  of  calcareous,  carbonaceous  shale.  In  the  Red  Wing  the  country  rock,  which 
is  complexly  penetrated  by  innumerable  veinlets  of  ore  of  medium  grade,  is  a  cal- 
careous, carbonaceous  shale.  So  far  as  they  can  be  observed  and  their  occurrence 
can  be  learned  by  report,  the  valuable  lenses  of  lead  and  silver  ore  exploited  in  the 
Dixon  were  found  on  slip  planes  that  lie  wliolly  within  this  black  shale.  And  appar- 
ently the  hanging  wall  of  the  Winamuck  vein  is  a  thick,  calcareous,  carbonaceous 
shale,  which  has  been  excessively  fissured. 

Ores  in  igneous  rock. — The  principal  ore  bodies  of  this  district  occur*  either  in 
igneous  rocks  or  in  limestones  that  lie  adjacent  to  igneous  rocks.  The  ores  in  the 
igneous  rocks  consist  of  grains  of  auriferous  copper  ore  disseminated  through  intru- 
sives  and  of  deposits  formed  in  fissures  in  intrusives.  The  more  important  observed 
facts  pertaining  to  these  two  forms  of  occurrence  will  now  be  presented. 

Igneous  rocks  of  two  types  occur  in  this  district.  One  type  which  is  widely 
distributed  in  the  forms  of  dikes,  sills,  and  irregular  laccoliths  and  stocks,  is  intrusive 
in  origin.  The  other  type,  which  is  restricted  to  the  lower  portion  of  the  outer 
(eastern)  part  of  the  range  and  appears  to  blanket  an  old  land  surface,  is  extrusive  in 
origin.  The  various  facies  of  both  types  exhibit  striking  lithologic  similarity.  This 
fact,  together  w4th  the  absence  of  distinct  examples  of  rock  of  one  type  cutting 
another,  makes  the  determination  of  their  relations  somewhat  difficult  and  uncer- 
tain. Furthermore,  their  petrographic  differences,  although  sufficient  to  warrant 
distinct  names,  are  not  sufficient  in  themselves  to  indicate  that  the  rocks  of  the 
several  facies  may  not  have  had  a  common  source.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
intrusives  and  their  inclosing  sediments  were  deeply  dissected  before  extrusion 
occurred;  in  short,  that  extrusion  followed  intrusion  at  a  considerably  later  period. 

The  intrusive  rocks  include  two  structural  types,  a  fine,  dark-gray,  even- 
grained,  granular  type,  and  a  coarse,  porphyritic  type."  The  dark-gray,  granular 
type  has  the  general  aspect  in  the  hand  specimen  of  a  diorite,  but  on  microscopic 

«The  term  porphyry  has  been  popularly  applied  in  the  past  to  all  igneous  rocks  in  this  region,  regardless  of  their  stnic- 
ture  and  composition.  The  largest  and  economically  the  most  important  intrusives  in  Bingham,  however,  do  not  exhibit 
porphjrritic  structure,  I.  e.,  larger  individual  crystals  (phenocrysts)  embedded  in  a  finer-grained  groundmass— but  an 
even,  flne-grained,  granular  structure.  The  mineralogical  and  chemical  compositions  of  this  rock  show  it  to  be  intermediate 
between  diorite  and  granite,  and  thus  allied  to  monzonite. 
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and  chemical  study  proves  to  be  monzonite,  an  allied  type,  richer  in  potash. 
In  thin  siection  the  porphyries,  which  contain  a  little  free  quartz,  appear  to  carry 
a  sufficiently  lower  proportion  of  potash  feldspars  to  render  them  diorite  porphyries, 
but  chemical  analysis  reveals  the  presence  of  sufficient  potash  in  the  groundmass  to 
raise  it  proportionally  high  enough  for  monzonite-porphyry."  Under  the  microscope 
the  extrusive  rock  appears  to  be  homblende-biotite-andesite  and  included  angular 
fragments  and  large  ill-defined  areas  and  beds  of  homblende-augite-andesite. 
Chemical  analysis,  however,  shows  a  high  percentage  of  potash,  which  tends  to 
indicate  that  this  rock  is  of  the  extrusive  type  corresponding  to  monzonite,  namely, 
latite.*  In  brief,  these  closely  related  species  appear  on  microscopic  and  chemical 
determination  to  be  as  follows:  The  granular  intrusive,  monzonite;  the  porphyritic 
intrusive,  monzonite-porphyry;  and  the  extrusive,  latite. 

The  extnisives,  so  far  as  known,  neither  carry  mineral  values  themselves  nor 
induce  ore  deposition  in  adjacent  country  rock.  The  intrusives  alone  appear 
to  be  economically  important.  The  monzonite  masses  that  ara  of  more  imme- 
diate economic  importance  are  the  irregular  laccolith  at  Upper  Bingham  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  and  Wall  properties,  the  irregular  stock  at  the 
head  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  Muddy  Fork  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Last  Chance  and 
Nast  mines,  the  irregular  dike  sill  traversing  Old  Jordan  ground  and  connecting 
the  two  above-mentioned  masses,  the  irregular  bodies  in  Bear  Gulch  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Telegraph  mine,  and  the  body  of  coarse-grained  rock  in  Carr  Fork  near  the 
Highland  Boy  mine.  Important  masses  of  characteristic  porphyry  occur  as  irreg- 
ular dikes  and  sills  on  the  borders  of  the  district — on  the  east  in  the  \dcinity  of 
the  Fortune,  Winamuck,  Midland,  and  Broad  Gauge;  and  on  the  west  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Zelnora.  Inasmuch  as  no  evidence  has  been  found  that  these  several  rocks 
are  of  distinct  types,  and  as  they  exhibit  striking  similarities,  they  may  be  regarded 
for  the  purpose  of  this  discussion  as  various  facies  of  igneous  rock  which  cooled 
from  a  common  magna. 

The  intrusives  both  contain  value  and  have  induced  ore  deposition  in  the 
inclosing  country  rock.  One  body  of  intrusive  rock,  the  laccoUth  at  Upper  Bing- 
ham, has  been  proved  by  extensive  and  thorough  samphng  to  carry  copper  and 
gold  in  amounts  that  warrant  exploitation,  and  no  intrusive  body  studied  was 
found  to  be  entirely  free  from  those  metals. 

Porphyiy  from  the  Fortune  mine,  which  has  suflFered  much  decomposition, 
contains  roimded  grains  of  pyrite.  A  hand  specimen  of  porphyry  from  the  Congor 
mine  shows  semicrystalline  plates  of  cupriferous  pyrite  arranged  along  definite 
planes.  In  a  slightly  altered,  granular  to  porphyritic  specimen  from  the  No.  7  level, 
Highland  Boy  mine,   grains   of  pyrite   and    chalcopyrite   and   some   pyrrhotite 

a  A  quantitative  analysis  of  the  alkalies  in  a  fresh  characteristic  porphyry  gave  SiO. ,  61.W;  CaO,  3.29;  KjO,  4.28;  NaoO,  3. 
ft  Quantitative  analysis  of  the  alkalies  in  the  freshest  specimen  of  the  characteristic  extrusive  rock  gave  SiO  ,  60.90; 
CaO.  4.16;  K  O.  3.28;  Na,0.  3.28. 
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occur  abundantly  along  or  adjacent  to  joint  and  fracture  planes.  Occasionally 
minute  grains  of  these  minerals  appear  in  areas  in  which  secondary  planes  are  not 
visible.  In  the  Last  Chance  stock,  no  chalcepyrite  nor  pj-rite  was  found  in  fresh, 
unbroken  monzonite.  Both  metals,  more  particularly  pyrite,  occur,  however, 
along  fracture  planes.  In  bleached,  altered  portions  of  these  rocks  small, 
irregular  grains  are  frequently  scattered  throughout  the  mass. 

From  the  scientific  point  of  view  the  origin  of  this  chalcopyrite  is  a  question 
of  wide  significance.  The  great  laccolithic  mass  in  the  vicinity  of  Upper  "Bingham 
affords  the  most  favorable  opportunity  for  the  study  of  this  subject.  This  mass 
has  been  extensively  prospected  by  long  tunnels,  crosscuts,  and  a  deep  shaft  in  the 
Boston  Consolidated  ground,  and  by  many  short  tunnels,  test  pits,  and  two  drill 
holes  on  the  property  known  as  the  Wall  group  (see  detailed  descriptions  of  mines, 
p.  261).  From  underground  observations,  assay  lists,  examination  of  special  collec- 
tions, and  the  microscopic  study  of  thin  sections,  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain 
considerable  evidence  on  the  occurrence  of  the  metallic  contents  in  this  intrusive 
mass.  In  general,  imderground  observ^ations  tend  to  show  that  chalcopyrite  and 
pyrite  occur  in  greatest  quantity  where  the  country  rock  has  been  most  broken. 
Assays  appear  to  indicate  that  copper  values  run  lower  immediately  at  the  surface 
and  in  the  older  workings,  and  that  gold  runs  relatively  higher  near  the  surface. 
In  the  monzonite  from  Bear  Gulch  no  metal  is  visible  in  the  fresh  rock,  but  both 
chalcopyrite  and  pyrite  occur  in  broken  and  slightly  altered  rock  in  grains  embedded 
in  quartz,  associated  with  epidote  and  tremolite  and  possibly  chlorite.  In  samples 
of  porphyry  that  have  undergone  considerable  alteration  the  rock  has  become 
sUghtly  porous  and  has  changed  to  a  dull,  light-gray  color,  owing  to  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  black  ferromagnesian  minerals,  and  grains  of  pyrite  appear  in 
small  amounts  disseminated  through  the  rocks,  and  in  considerable  quantity  along 
joint  or  fracture  planes.  As  the  alteration  proceeds  the  amoimt  of  quartz 
increases  in  the  groundmass  in  thin  veinlets,  and  on  the  walls  of  joint  planes  in 
coatings  or  blotches.  Examination  of  thin  sections  of  fresh  and  altered  samples 
substantiates  these  observations  and  affords  additional  facts.  In  sections  of 
fresh,  unbroken  monzonite  neither  pyrite  nor  chalcopyrite  is  visible.  Thin  sec- 
tions of  altered  samples  show  considerable  areas  of  rounded  grains  and  chains  of 
chalcopyrite  and  pyrite  surrounded  by  sericite,  secondary  biotite,  and  circular 
areas  of  quartz  in  a  groundmass  largely  made  up  of  granular  quartz.  In  short, 
the  copper  disseminated  through  monzonite  appears  to  occur  most  abundantly  in 
those  portions  of  the  intrusives  which  have  suffered  fracture,  crushing,  and  altera- 
tion, and  to  have  formed  chiefly  along  joint  or  fracture  planes  and  subordinately 
in  altered  areas  immediately  adjacent  to  such  planes.  The  occurrence  of  this  ore 
where  the  country  rock  is  most  accessible  to  solutions  or  vapors  suggests  its 
secondary  deposition  (see  p.  167). 
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The  influence  of  igneous  rock  on  ore  within  fissures,  inasmuch  as  the  fissures 
were  not  formed  until  after  intrusion  occurred,  was  not  magmatic  but  was  probably 
exerted  through  the  rock  character  and  chemical  composition  of  the  inclosing 
walls.  Valuable,  persistent  lodes  of  lead  and  silver  ore  lie  entirely  between  mon- 
zonite  walls  in  the  Last  Chance  and  Nast  mines,  and  between  them  for  considerable 
distances  in  the  Silver  Shield  mine.  Their  walls  are  characteristically  well  defined 
and  notably  persistent.  This  is  doubtless  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  firm, 
massive,-  and  homogeneous  character  of  the  monzonite  favored  the  transmission 
of  fissure-producing  forces.  No  favorable  opportunity  was  found  to  observe 
any  changes  which  might  take  place  where  a  lode  passed  from  one  rock  to  another. 
Mine  operators  affirm  that  no  change  takes  place  in  the  size  of  an  ore  body  nor 
in  the  value  or  composition  of  ore  when  a  lode  passes  from  quartzite  into  igneous 
rock  or  vice  versa. 

The  walls  of  fissures  and  lodes  are  commonly  replaced  by  ore,  and  it  is 
only  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  degree  to  which  they  are  replaced  should  differ 
according  to  the  composition  of  the  wall.  In  observed  instances  ore  replaced 
and  penetrated  quartzite  walls  of  the  Silver  Shield  lode  only  slightly.  The  mon- 
zonite walls  of  the  Last  Chance  lode  are  conunonly  separated  from  the  lode  by 
clean  slips,  but  the  altered  character  of  the  hanging  wall,  and  of  the  foot  wall  to 
a  lesser  degree,  suggests  that  material  was  doubtless  gained  which  affected  the 
character  of  the  mineral-bearing  solutions. 

Occurrence  of  are  in  limestone  adjacent  to  intrusivrs, — The  frequent  occurrence 
of  ore  in  the  vicinity  of  intrusives  has  been  widely  observed.  At  Bingham  the 
productive  area  is  roughly  limited  to  a  region  that  is  characterized  by  intrusives, 
and  within  this  area  the  largest  ore  bodies  occur  in  metamorphosed  limestones 
adjacent  to  intrusives.  The  opportunity  thus  afforded  to  ascertain  the  nature 
of  the  relation  between  intrusives  and  ore  deposition  warrants  a  somewhat  detailed 
examination  of  specific  occurrences. 

In  the  preceding  section  it  was  shown  that  the  intrusives  occur  throughout 
the  district — in  the  central  part  as  a  laccolith  and  a  stock  of  monzonite,  and  in 
outlying  regions  as  dikes  and  sills  of  diorite-porphyry.  These  intersect  the  sedi- 
ments both  above  and  below  and  within  the  main  limestone  series,  cut  across 
limestones,  and  in  one  case  truncate  the  entire  massive  ore-bearing  members. 
Thus  both  limestones  are  truncated  by  intrusives  in  the  area  lying  between  the 
Richmond  and  Dalton  and  Lark  mines,  again  near  the  mouth  of  Bear  Gulch,  and 
also  at  the  head  of  Bingham  Canyon.  A  persistent  dike-sill  of  monzonite  lies 
in  the  quartzite  between  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones  until  in  its 
upward  course  it  passes  entirely  tlirough  the  upper  limestone.  Dikes  and  sills 
extend  up  into  the  Highland  Boy  limestone.     And  many  other  irregular  intru- 
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sives  cut  the  ore-bearing  members  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Old  Jordan,  Niagara, 
and  Telegraph  mines. 

In  general,  limestones  within  the  region  of  intrusion  are  highly  metamor- 
phosed. Beds  which  outside  this  region  possess  the  characteristics  of  normal 
massive  blue  limestones  are  changed  to  marble  adjacent  to  intrusives  withm  this 
area.  The  various  types  of  altered  limestone  include  very  fine-grained,  dense, 
white  marble,  coarsely  crystalline  white  marble,  and  gray,  black,  and  greenish- 
olive  varieties  of  crystalline  and  semicrystalline  limestone.  Bedding  is  visibly 
preserved  by  the  difference  in  the  alteration  undergone  by  successive  beds.  Thus 
in  places  bands  of  white  marble  alternate  regularly  with  bands  of  grayish-black 
semicrystalline  limestone  (see  Pis.  XXVIII,  B  and  XXXI,  B),  In  other  places 
the  areas  between  the  white  marble  bands  are  composed  of  white  *^ sugary^'  sili- 
ceous material,  and  in  others  of  chert  layers  of  white,  black,  yellow,  blue,  pink, 
and  other  colors.  Occasionally  white  crystalline  limestone  or  marble  occurs  in 
massive  beds  of  considerable  thickness.  And  finally  a  limited  number  of  sec- 
ondary minerals  which  are  characteristic  of  contact  metamorphism  of  limestone 
are  found  in  small  amounts. 

Exceptions  to  these  general  facts  were  discovered.  In  certain  rare  instances 
limestone  in  close  proximity  to  intrusives  shows  no  evidence  of  metamorphism. 
And  vice  versa,  a  thin  limestone  outcropping  above  the  general  region  of  intru- 
sion, and  at  a  considerable  distance  from  any  known  intrusives,  shows  thorough 
metamorpliism.  For  it  is  now  a  mottled,  fairly  coarse-grained,  crj'^stalline  marble, 
made  up  of  alternate  white  and  gray  wavy  bands  and  patches  (PI.  XV,  A), 

Underground,  limestones  are  found  to  have  been  invaded  by  large  and  small 
porphyry  bodies  of  various  forms.  In  every  case  the  limestone  country  rock  is 
highly  metamorphosed,  usually  to  a  coarse  crystalline  marble.  The  great  bodies 
of  pyritous  copper  ore  in  the  Highland  Boy  have  been  found  at  some  points  in 
proximity  to  igneous  bodies.  Thus  mtrusive  rock  occurs  on  No.  4  level  in  marble 
and  lean  ore  within  a  few  feet  of  the  No.  2  ore  body;  on  No.  5  level  it  is  separated 
from  the  No.  1  ore  body  by  50  to  60  feet  of  cherty  lime;  on  No.  6  level  it  cuts 
cherty  lime  at  a  considerable  distance  below  the  No.  1  ore  body;  on  No.  7  level 
it  occurs  in  a  cross-cut  south  from  East  drift  immediately  underlying  the  No.  1 
ore  body,  and  on  No.  8  level  it  lies  not  far  from  ore.  Green  garnet,  zinc  blende, 
pyrite,  and  chalcopyrite  occur  in  marble  1  foot  below  No.  1  ore  body  and  60 
feet  above  the  nearest  known  intrusive.  Specularite  is  common  in  association 
with  chalcopyrite  and  metamorphic  minerals  in  the  mannorized  walls  of  east- 
west  slip  planes. 

In  the  United  States  properties  various  forms  of  intrusives  have  been  cut,  and 
in  some  places  copper  ore  was  found  in  metamorphosed  limestone  near  these  intru- 
sives.    In  the  Old  Jordan  the  valuable  body  of  copper  ore  which  was  exposed  through 
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the  Clark  raises  was  found  on  and  l>olo\v  tlio  No.  2  west  drift  to  lie  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  irregular,  wedge-shaped,  sill  dike.  It  is  doubtless  a  portion  of 
the  same  sill  that  outcrops  between  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones,  and 
is  found  at  several  points  in  the  Commercial  mine  to  have  broken  up  into  the 
Commercial  limestone.  In  the  I'tah  north  drift,  Old  Jordan  mine,  where  the  por- 
ph}T}'  breaks  irregularly  across  and  incloses  quartzite  (see  PL  XXII)  it  also  contains 
horses  of  Umestone  altered  to  marble,  carrWng  a  little  garnet  in  association  with  a 
few  grains  of  chalcopyrite.  In  some  places,  however,  lean  ore  seems  less  directly 
related  to  narrow  dikes  in  its  vicinity  than  to  certain  fissures.  In  the  Niagara  mine 
copper  ore  occurs  in  close  proximity  to  narrow  dikes  at  several  points,  and  lean  ore 
through  a  considerable  extent  lies  upon  monzonite.  In  the  Telegraph  mine,  on  the 
Proctor  and  Evans  levels,  a  number  of  dikes  and  sills  cut  the  hanging  wall  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  above  the  main  copper  shoots.  The  proximity  of  monzonite  and 
ore  here  seems  exceptional.  At  the  top  of  the  raise  from  the  Tribune  level  to  the 
Grecian  Bend  level,  sulphide  copper  ore  occurs  over  limestone  and  immediately 
imder  monzonite.     Both  types  of  country^  rock  are  here  much  altered. 

The  valuable  bodies  of  sulphide  copper  ore  in  the  Commercial  mine  occur  within 
an  exceedingly  metamorphosed  Umestone  that  is  closely  included  betw^een  the  above- 
mentioned  sill  on  the  south  and  the  extensive  Bingham  laccolith.  The  main  sill 
breaks  up  into  barren  marble  at  two  points  on  the  working  level  at  some  distance 
below  the  main  shoot.  And  on  the  upper  or  old  adit  level  it  appears  as  the  foot  wall 
and  perhaps  as  the  parent  of  two  dikes,  which  penetrate  altered  limestone  beneath 
the  main  shoot.  One  of  these  dikes  is  traversed  by  seams  of  sulphide  copper  ore, 
and  at  a  point  where  the  dike  wedges  out,  near  the  main  ore  shoot,  it  is  penetrated 
by  narrow  veins  of  cupriferous  pyrite.  This  suggests,  although  not  conclusively, 
that  the  period  during  which  the  copper  ores  were  deposited  was  later  than  the  date 
of  intrusion. 

In  a  number  of  mines  in  which  ore  occurs  in  contact  with  calcareous  members, 
intrusives  have  been  encountered.  In  the  Fortune  mine  ore  was  deposited  along 
a  sUckensided  contact  between  quartzite,  with  occasional  beds  of  black  shale,  and 
overljing  porphyrj'.  In  a  crosscut  on  the  Contention  level  porous  pyritic  ore  abuts 
against  a  vertical  wall  of  decomposed,  silicified,  and  slightly*  pyritized  porphyry. 
Frequently  calcareous  shale  underlying  the  porphyry  has  been  altered  to  porous 
quartz  (see  PI.  XXXIII,  A),  The  relative  dates  of  this  intrusion  and  of  the  deposi- 
tion of  the  ore  were  not  positively  determined.  In  the  Congor  mine  ore  occurs  in  a 
band  of  gouge,  which  lies  upon  an  intrusive  in  an  overlying,  fractured,  calcareous 
quartzite,  and  in  seams  and  grains  within  the  sill.  In  the  Broad  Gauge  mine  the  ore 
occurs  in  thin  lenses  that  lie  in  a  zone  of  crushed  quartzite  under  intrusive  rock, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  about  6  inches  of  quartzite.     The  extensive  body  of 
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rich  ore  found  in  the  Winamuck  occurs  in  a  fissure  under  a  hanging  wall  of 
calcareous  shale  about  300  feet  west  of  a  strong  dike. 

The  above  descriptions  include  facts  which  have  been  observed  with  regard  to 
the  occurrence  of  ore  in  limestone  in  relation  to  intrusive  bodies.  It  appears  that 
the  great  bodies  of  copper  ore  are  restricted  to  thick  limestones  which  have  been 
subjected  to  extensive  intrusion  and  have  undergone  intense  metamorphism.  In 
several  places  copper  ore  occurs  in  close  proximity  to  intrusives  and  is  intimately 
associated  with  characteristic  contact  metamorphic  minerals.  These  general  and 
specific  facts  of  occurrence  thus  tend  to  show  that  a  genetic  relationship  exists 
between  the  large  ore  bodies  in  limestone  and  the  intrusives.  Accordingly  it  would 
appear  advisable,  in  prospecting  for  such  copper  ore,  to  seek  limestones  which  have 
suflFered  metamorphism  by  intrusives  and  to  explore  those  portions  which  are  in 
general  adjacent  to  the  intrusives. 

Values, — No  constant  relation  between  character  of  inclosing  rock  and  value 
of  inclosed  ore  was  definitely  determined.  In  a  broad  way,  however,  the  following 
points  appear  to  be  generally  recognized — that  the  highest  copper  values  occur  in 
the  enriched  bodies  in  limestone;  that  the  highest  lead  and  silver  values  occur  on  or 
adjacent  to  fissures  in  limestone;  that  the  highest  gold  values  occur  in  certain  fis- 
sures in  quartzite,  and  that  the  highest  zinc  values  occur  in  fissures  in  monzonite. 
The  matter  of  change  of  values  with  change  of  countr}^  rock  has  been  frequently 
studied  in  other  camps  under  favorable  conditions  and  distinct  changes  have  been 
detected,  but  in  Bingham  circumstances  were  unfavorable  for  such  an  examination. 
Mine  operators  engaged  in  extracting  ore  from  fissures  which  traverse  a  composite 
country  affirm,  however,  that  they  have  observed  no  change  in  values  in  passing 
from  quartzite  into  monzonite  or  vice  versa. 

RELATION  OF  OCCITRREXCE  OF  ORE  TO  DEFORMATION  OF  COUNTRY  ROCK. 

In  Bingham,  fissures,  as  passages  for  ore-bearing  agents  and  as  fault  planes 
on  which  ore  bodies  have  been  displaced,  are  the  most  important  features  of 
deformation.  Complex  and  recurrent  fissuring,  fracturing,  and  crushing  of  an 
intense  character  took  place  at  several  periods  tliroughout  the  district,  and  are  the 
chief  causes  of  the  extreme  complexity  of  structure  and  consequent  difficulty  of 
exploitation.  Fissures  in  limestones  in  the  vicinity  of  intrusives  appear  to  have 
been  one  condition  essential  to  the  formation  of  valuable  bodies  of  copper  ore.  Joint- 
ing in  intrusives  afforded  passages  for  solutions  and  spaces  for  deposition  of  ore. 
Folding,  though  recognized  on  a  minute  scale  and  also  on  an  extensive  scale,  has 
not  been  found  to  have  significantly  affected  the  occurrence  of  ore.  Deformation 
by  intrusion  and  extrusion  may,  and  in  some  instances  does,  affect  the  continuity 
of  ore  bodies. 
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Character  of  fractures. — The  fractures  of  Bingham  vary  widely  in  general 
character.  They  range  from  a  network  of  irregular  cracks  and  zones  of  intense 
crashing  to  simple  individual  fissures  and  zones  of  fissures.  The  type  which  most 
commonlv  bears  ore  is  a  simple  fissure  characterized  bv  a  zone  of  finelv  comminuted 
gouge,  averaging  1  to  4  feet  in  width  and  inclosed  between  sUckensided  walls. 
When  such  fissures  carrj^  ore,  as  along  portions  of  the  Galena,  Silver  Shield,  Wina- 
muck,  Last  Chance,  and  Montezuma  fissures,  they  constitute  normal  veins.  Groups 
or  zones  of  fissures  of  this  t\T)e  are  occasionally  encountered.  When  they  are  ore- 
bearing,  as  in  an  instance  on  the  Last  Chance  mine,  British  tunnel  level,  they  con- 
stitute lodes.  This  characteristic  lode  consists  of  a  zone  of  crushed,  altered,  slightly 
mineraUzed  monzonite,  8  to  10  feet  wide,  lying  between  slickensided  walls  of  the 
same  rock  and  traversed  by  two  strong  veins  and  a  number  of  minor  seams.  There 
are  many  gradations  from  these  two  most  important  types.  One  of  these  which 
directh'  influenced  the  formation  of  some  of  the  principal  ore  bodies  in  Bingham 
consists  of  an  indefinite  series  of  parallel  fracture  planes  or  fissures,  each  of  which, 
unUke  those  which  grouped  in  a  crushed  zone  form  a  lode,  preserves  its  individual 
character  and  cuts  the  country  in  a  direction  roughly  parallel  to  the  strike  and  dip 
at  an  angle  steeper  than  that  of  the  bedding.  A  typical  example  of  this  class  of 
fissures  is  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine,  near  the  face  of  No.  6  level  (see  PI.  XXXI,  A). 

Another  type  of  fracturing  is  exhibited  by  a  complex  network  of  fracture 
planes  which  occurs  throughout  the  monzonite  mass  in  Copper  Center  Gulch. 
So  completely  has  this  rock  been  thus  broken  up  that  one  is  practically  unable  to 
obtain  a  hand  specimen  a  few  inches  in  width  which  does  not  show  these  planes. 
This  character  of  regional  crushing  is  seen  in  quartzite  along  the  roadside  in  Mark- 
ham  Gulch  below  the  Ben  Butler,  and  in  black  shale  in  the  Red  Wing  mine.  Again, 
single  fissures  formed  by  movement  roughly  along  contacts  or  between  sedimentary 
beds  are  common,  and  frequently  carry  ore.  In  the  Fortune  ore  was  deposited 
along  a  plane  of  movement  between  a  massive  quartzite  and  an  overlying  porphyry 
sill.  In  the  Montezuma  the  ore  bodies  formed  for  a  portion  of  their  extent  along  a 
plane  of  movement  between  two  beds  of  black  shale. 

Distribution  of  fissures. — Fissuring  took  place  in  all  parts  of  this  district  and 
appears  to  have  reached  a  maximum  in  the  region  about  the  head  of  Bingham 
Canyon,  Muddy  Fork,  and  upper  Carr  Fort.  The  intense  fissuring  and  faulting 
which  characterize  this  region  extend  north  through  ground  opened  by  the  Last 
Chance,  Nast,  Boston  Consolidated,  Highland  Boy,  York,  and  Petro  mines;  south 
through  Ashland,  Albion  and  Neptune  ground;  and  east  through  Old  Jordan, 
Commercial,  Niagara,  and  Telegraph  ground.  The  crushing,  fracturing,  and  fissur- 
ing which  have  occurred  in  this  general  region  are  beyond  detailed  description. 
Only  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  the  several  hundred  fissures  observed  under- 
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ground  are  recognizable  at  the  surface,  and  only  a  few  of  these  can  be  adequately 
represented  on  a  map  of  the  scale  here  pubUshed. 

Strong  fissures  are  not  limited  in  their  occurrence,  however,  to  this  particular 
area.  Among  the  large  number  which  have  been  found  north  of  this  locality  are 
the  Midland,  Winamuck,  and  Dixon  fissures  in  Main  Bingham  Gulch;  the  JuHa 
Dean,  Amazon,  Liberal,  Montezuma,  Hoogley,  and  Kosa  fissures  in  Markham 
Gulch;  the  U-and-I  fissure  in  Dixon  Gulch,  and  the  Phoenix,  Coromandel,  and  Cuba 
in  lower  Carr  Fork.  Types  of  strong  fissures  to  the  south  of  the  central  locality 
may  be  seen  in  the  St.  James,  Eagle  Bird,  and  Queen  fissures.  In  brief,  strong 
fissuring  has  taken  place  throughout  the  Bingham  district. 

Trends  and  dips  of  fissures. — During  underground  work,  in  the  course  of  which 
all  accessible  workings  were  visited,  the  trends  and  dips  of  fissures  were  carefully 
noted  and  recorded.  The  facts  included  in  these  records  regarding  the  trends  and 
contents  of  fissures  have  been  assembled  with  great  precision  and  are  presented 
in  diagrammatic  form  on  PI.  XXIII.  Another  diagram  summarizing  the  dips 
and  contents  was  drawn  up  for  study.  Although  such  diagrammatic  representa- 
tion fails  to  bring  out  certain  facts  (e.  g.,  the  relative  importance  of  a  trend  when 
several  fissures  have  the  same  course,  so  that  it  must  be  represented  only  by  a  single 
line)  it  is  believed  that  these  failures  do  not  seriously  mihtate  against  its  truthfulness 
nor  destroy  its  value  in  presenting  the  general  facts.  These  two  diagrams,  together 
with  the  original  records,  form  the  basis  for  the  following  general  conclusions 
regarding  the  trends  and  dips  of  fissures  as  well  as  the  apparent  relation  between 
trends  and  dips  and  mineral  contents. 

In  general  it  appears  that  the  fissures  noted  in  which  no  metallic  contents 
were  observed  trend  toward  all  points  of  the  compass  in  about  equal  numbers. 
If  any  distinct  group  of  fissures  is  indicated  by  these  trends,  it  would  appear  that 
the  greater  number  trend  north-northwest,  north,  or  north-northeast,  that  is, 
between  N.  25°  E.  and  N.  20°  W.  The  observed  fissures  which  inclose  some  metal, 
but  insufficient  to  pay  for  mining,  trend  with  a  few  known  exceptions  northeast- 
southwest.  And  far  the  greater  portion  of  these  lie  between  N.  5°  and  43°  E. 
Finally,  over  84  per  cent  of  the  observed  fissures  known  to  carry  pay  ore  trend 
northeast-southwest,  ranging  between  N.  5°  and  43°  E.  Among  them  are  included 
the  Montezuma,  Erie,  Dixon,  St.  James,  Colorado,  Neptune,  Spiritualist,  Last 
Chance,  Silver  Shield,  U-and-I,  Tiewaukee,  Ferguson,  and  Nast  lodes.  Those 
mentioned  from  the  Colorado  to  the  Nast,  inclusive,  trend  between  N.  39°  and  46°  E. 
Among  the  very  small  number  of  exceptions  to  the  prevailing  northeast  trend  of 
pay  lodes  are  the  Phoenix,  Daylight-Extension,  Winamuck,  Hoogley,  and  Mid- 
land. In  brief,  of  the  cases  observed,  the  barren  fissures  display  no  distinct  trend, 
the  poorly  mineralized  fissures  and  the  pay  lodes  with  very  few  exceptions  trend 
northeast-southwest. 
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The  measurements  of  dips  indicate  that  of  those  observed  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  barren  fissures  dip  toward  the  northwest,  that  a  Uttle  more  than  80 
per  cent  of  the  poorly  mineraUzed  fissures  dip  toward  the  northwest,  and  that  over 
85  per  cent  of  the  pay  lodes  dip  toward  the  northwest.  Very  few  gently  dipping 
slips  or  fissures  were  foimd.  Over  90  per  cent  of  the  pay  lodes  observed  dip  between 
45°  and  90°.  In  brief,  the  prevaihng  dip  of  both  barren  and  mineralized  fissures 
observed  is  toward  the  northwest,  and  the  prevailing  degrees  of  dip  noted  are  from 
45°  to  90°. 

Relative  dates  of  fissuring, — The  determination  of  the  date  of  formation  of  a 
fissure  or  series  of  fissures,  relative  to  the  date  of  formation  of  other  fissures  or  series 
of  fissures,  is  of  obvious  economic  value.  When  the  order  of  their  origin  is  ascer- 
tained it  becomes  possible  to  state  which  series  of  fissures  existed  before  the  period 
of  mineralization,  and  thus  may  have  been  mineralized ;  which  have  been  found  to 
be  the  main  depositories  of  pay  ore;  and  which  have  been  formed  since  the  period 
of  mineralization  and  are  thus  not  only  barren,  but  may  cut  or  fault  ore  bodies. 
For  the  establishment  of  these  relationships  intersections,  trends,  dips,  size,  con- 
tent, and  physical  character  are  significant.  Although  the  evidence  is  not  com- 
plete nor  without  apparent  slight  contradictions,  it  clearly  indicates  that  fissuring 
occurred  at  distant  periods  before  and  after  the  deposition  of  ore. 

The  plexus  of  fissures  in  the  Commercial  mine  appears  to  have  been  formed 
during  at  least  two  distinct  periods.  All  fissures  observed  are  later  than  the  intru- 
sives.  Some  evidence  renders  it  probable  that  premineral  fissuring  occurred  in 
east-west  directions,  while  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  great  northeast-southwest 
series  of  fissures  of  premineral  date,  exposed  in  the  Old  Jordan,  may  be  found  to 
exist  in  this  property.  After  the  deposition  of  copper  ore  important  faulting 
occurred  on  planes  trending,  in  general,  east- west,  and  was  followed  by  faulting  on 
planes  trending  north-south  and  northeast-southwest.  In  the  Old  Jordan  mine 
fisauring  occurred  during  at  least  two  main  periods,  and  possibly  three.  It  is  clear 
that  fissures  were  formed  before  the  period  of  deposition  of  lead  and  silver  ore,  that 
after  the  formation  of  the  copper  ore  an  extensive  northwest-southeast  fault  devel- 
oped,  and  that  faulting  then  took  place  along  a  series  of  northeast-southwest  planes. 
In  the  Last  Chance  and  Nast  mines  a  large  series  of  strong,  well-defined  northeast- 
southwest  fissures  rent  the  igneous  country  rock;  these  were  mineralized  with  lead 
and  silver  and  then  suffered  later  movement  along  and  also  transverse  to  the  planes 
of  the  original  fissures.  In  the  Highland  Boy  it  appears  that  fissuring  before  the 
period  of  deposition  of  copper  produced  planes  trending  roughly  east-west  with  the 
strike  of  the  bedding  and  dipping  north  at  an  angle  steeper  than  the  bedding;  that 
after  the  deposition  of  ore  strong  faulting  took  place  on  fissures  whose  trends  range 
from  north-south  to  northeast-southwest,  and  also  that  movement  occurred  on  the 
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east-west  planes.  No  concrete  evidence  was  procured  regarding  the  existence  of 
north-south  fissures  before  the  east-west  fissuring  occurred.  Facts  observed  in  the 
Petro,  York,  Phoenix,  and  adjacent  workings  indicate  that  strong  fissuring  in 
northeast  and  southwest  directions  preceded  mineralization,  and  that  'movement 
occurred  after  mineralization  along  north-south, northeast-southwest,  and  northwest- 
southeast  planes.  In  the  Montezuma  a  strong  northeast  fissure  and  minor  parallel 
fissures  were  formed  previous  to  the  deposition  of  lead  and  silver  ore,  and  were 
deformed  and  faulted  on  fissures  trending  northwest-southeast.  Minor  postmineral 
movement  has  taken  place  on  the  northeast-southwest  planes.  As  lead  and  silver 
ore  makes  out  from  the  main  northeast-southwest  vein  along  northwest-southeast 
step  planes  in  certain  cases,  however,  it  follows  either  that  some  northwest-southeast 
fracturing  occurred  before  the  main  period  of  mineralization,  probably  contempo- 
raneously with  the  northeast-southwest  fissuring,  or  that  some  mineralization 
occurred  subsequent  to  the  main  period  and  subsequent  to  the  main  northwest- 
southeast  fissuring. 

These  facts  indicate  that  the  principal  fissuring  occurred  after  intrusion;  that 
extensive  fissuring  in  northeast-southwest  (and  north-south)  directions  preceded 
the  deposition  of  the  principal  lead  and  silver  ores;  that  some  fissuring  probably 
occurred  on  east-west  (northwest-southeast)  planes  before  the  deposition  of  the 
copper  ores;  that  faulting  along  northwest-southeast  and  east-west  planes  followed 
the  deposition  of  the  main  copper  ores,  and  that  pronounced  movement  on  northeast- 
southwest  (and  north-south)  planes  followed  both  the  northwest-southeast  faulting 
and  the  deposition  of  lead  and  silver  and  copper  ores.  In  brief,  fissuring  occurred 
successively  in  northeast-southwest  (east-west) ,  northwest-southeast,  and  northeast- 
southwest  directions  in  at  least  three  distinct  periods. 

^Vhen  viewed  in  the  light  of  these  conclusions,  the  facts  indicated  by  the  map 
of  trends  (PI.  XXIII)  assume  additional  significance.  The  northeast-southwest 
riclily  and  leanly  mineralized  fissures,  as  well  as  the  limited  number  of  east-west 
fissures  and  the  few  northwest-southeast  ones  of  the  same  grade,  would  seem  to 
belong  to  the  series  which  developed  before  the  deposition  of  ore.  Among  the  large 
number  of  barren  fissures  indicated,  those  in  the  groups  trending  northwest-southeast 
and  east-west  doubtless  developed  during  one  period  of  postmineral  faulting,  and 
those  in  the  groups  trending  northeast-southwest  and  north-south  doubtless  orig- 
inated during  the  subsequent  period  of  postmineral  faulting.  Not  all  of  the  barren 
fissures,  however,  necessarily  originated  after  the  period  of  mineralization.  Some 
of  them  may  have  been  formed  contemporaneously  with  the  early  premineral 
fissures,  but  were  for  any  of  several  reasons  inaccessible  to  mineral-bearing  solutions. 

Geologic  dates  of  fissuring. — Evidence  which  would  precisely  establish  the  geo- 
logic dates  of  the  chief  periods  of  fissuring  was  not  found.     Although  fracturing 
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and  fissuring  may  have  occurred  before  intrusion,  and  doubtless  took  place  in  con- 
nection with  it,  the  earliest  fissuring  recognized  cuts  intrusives.  These  intrusives 
occur  in  upper  Carboniferous  beds.  Accordingly,  the  earliest  period  of  fissuring 
recognized  did  not  take  place  before  upper  Carboniferous  time. 

The  later  time  limits  of  fissuring  can  not  be  definitely  fixed  owing  to  the  absence 
in  this  region  of  beds  of  later  date.  The  andesite  flow  in  the  eastern  part  of  this 
district  is  the  latest  formation  recognized.  On  broad  grounds  this  may  be  tenta- 
tively considered  contemporaneous  with  the  Tintic  extrusive,  of  post-Wasatch 
Eocene  date,"  and  with  the  great  extrusive  between  the  Wasatch  and  Innta  ranges, 
of  late  Tertiary  date.  On  this  assumption,  fissures  observed  in  the  Bingham  tunnel 
to  traverse  the  extrusive  in  north-south,  northeast-southwest,  and  northwest- 
southeast  directions  may  be  regarded  as  more  recent  than  late  Tertiary. 

The  relation  of  these  fissures  to  the  various  systems  which  traverse  the  Carbon- 
iferous could  not  be  ascertained.  ITnderground  evidence  of  recent  movements 
appears,  and  ii  is  quite  probable  that  movements  are  still  in  progress.  The  data 
at  hand  indicates,  then,  that  the  earliest  fissuring  recognized  did  not  take  piace 
before  upper  Carboniferous  time,  and  some  probably  occurred  in  late  Tertiary  time, 
and  that  movements  are  probably  still  in  progress. 

DisplOrCement  on  fissures. — In  connection  with  the  extensive  and  complex  frac- 
turing and  fissuring  which  prevail  in  Bingham,  important  faults  frequently  occur. 
Their  complexity,  largely  due  to  their  formation  at  several  periods,  and  the  absence 
of  distinctive  horizons  in  the  generally  uniform  quartzite  suitable  for  datum  planes, 
render  their  solution  specially  difficult.  In  some  localities,  however,  the  contacts 
of  the  main  mineralized  limestones  and  of  certain  relatively  thin  shale  members 
with  inclosing  quartzites  afford  the  necessary  datum  planes.  Thus  great  faults  and 
zones  of  faulting  have  been  found  to  cut  the  great  limestones,  and  to  tnmcate 
included  ore  bodies,  in  the  divide  between  the  head  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  Muddy 
Fork  and  in  the  countrv  immediately  to  the  northwest  between  Carr  Fork  and 
Cottonwood  Gulch. 

In  the  Old  Jordan  mine  there  is  an  intricate  system  of  faulting.  Consideration 
of  the  characteristic  features  of  some  of  the  principal  faults  shows  that  two  main 
types  of  faulting  may  be  recognized  in  Old  Jordan  ground.  One  is  exemplified  by 
a  strike  fault  that  trends  northwest,  roughly  parallel  with  the  strike,  and  dips 
southwest,  against  the  dip  of  the  Jordan  limestone;  the  other  comprises  dip  faults 
that  trend  northeast,  roughly  parallel  with  the  dip  of  the  beds,  and  dip  southeast. 
The  fault  of  the  former  type  has  elevated  the  northern,  or  *'down-the-dip''  side, 
and  thus  produced  a  structure  that  roughly  resembles  an  arch,  which  in  this  instance 
is  known  as  the  *  'Jordan  roll.' '     It  is  a  step  fault,  with  upthrow  to  the  northeast, 

(I  Smith,  0.  O.,  Geology  and  mining  industry  oi  the  Tintic  district,  Utah:  Nineteenth  Ann.  Rept.  U.  S.  GeoL  Survey,  pt. 
3,  p«  673.  . 
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along  a  plane  that  extends  N.  40°  W.  and  dips  southwest  at  an  angle  of  40°.  The 
amount  of  displacement  varies  from  point  to  point,  and  recent  detailed  investiga- 
tion leads  some  to  consider  the  gross  displacement  to  be  the  composite  product  of 
many  displacements  along  adjoining  parallel  planes.  The  aggregate  displace- 
ment, measured  on  the  fault  plane  in  the  western  portion  of  the  mine  at  the  Clark 
raises,  appears  to  amount  to  between  240  and  275  feet.  The  economic  importance 
of  this  fault  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  cuts  off  a  valuable  body  of  rich  sulphide  copper 
ore,  and  raises  it  to  the  surface,  where  it  has  been  oxidized,  and  whence  it  has  been 
followed  down  on  its  normal  dip  northward  to  the  Utah  level  (see  PI.  XLI,  A), 

The  faults  of  the  second  type  seem  to  have  occurred  later  than  the  strike  fault 
which  formed  the  Jordan  roll,  and  to  have  severed  that  earlier  structure  into 
distinct  blocks.  Among  the  large  number  of  faults  of  this  type,  two,  the  Galena 
and  the  Robbie  fissures,  have  been  explored  with  special  care  and  have  yielded 
valuable  information.  They  trend  N.  20°  to  40°  E.  and  dip  75°  to  80°  toward  the  east. 
In  the  portion  indicated  on  the  longitudinal  section  through  the  mine  (PI.  XLI,  B) 
the  contact  of  the  Jordan  limestone  with  the  foot-wall  quartzite  has  been  offset 
in  the  plane  of  the  section  on  the  Robbie  fault  fissure  00  to  100  feet,  which  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  vertical  elevation  on  the  west  in  this  plane  of  about  80  to  00  feet;  and 
on  the  Galena  fault  fissure  approximately  30  feet,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  slightly 
smaller  vertical  elevation  on  the  east  in  this  plane.  If  the  interpretation  of  these 
displacements  is  correct,  the  broad  effect  of  this  faulting  has  been  to  produce  a 
trough  by  the  relative  lowering  of  the  block  included  between  these  two  faults. 
Other  faults  are  shown  on  the  vertical  sections  through  this  mine  represented  on 
PI.  XVI. 

The  ore  bodies  in  the  Commercial  mine,  lying  in  the  country  rock  adjoining  the 
Old  Jordan  on  the  north,  have  suffered  large  displacements  by  major  faulting  and 
have  been  cut  by  a  complex  network  of  minor  faults  and  fractures.  The  principal 
fault  revealed  at  time  of  visit  occurs  along  a  zone  of  marked  fracturing,  trending 
east  and  west  and  dipping  80°  toward  the  north.  This  fault  truncated  the  main 
ore  body  and  dropped  it  down  on  the  north  side  over  100  feet.  Another  strong 
fault  which  has  been  cut  on  six  levels  resulted  in  relatively  offsetting  the  western 
member  along  a  north-south  plane  for  about  100  feet  to  the  north.  On  the  upper 
levels  ore  has  been  cut  at  several  points  by  well-marked  faults  which  had  not  been 
proved  up  at  time  of  visit  (see  detailed  descriptions,  p.  254). 

In  the  Telegraph  and  Giant  Chief  mines,  farther  east,  a  well-defined  faulting 
fissure,  known  as  the  Giant  Chief  fissure,  has  been  opened.  On  the  Roman  Empire 
level  it  trends  N.  30°  W.  and  dips  45°  to  70°  to  the  southwest.  From  the  facts 
obtained  in  the  Roman  Empire  level  and  in  the  accessible  workings  of  the  Giant 
Chief  mine,  it  seems  probable  that  the  limestone  has  been  displaced  on  this  fissure 
250  to  350  feet  southward  on  the  west  side. 
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No  more  intense  nor  complex  crushing  and  faulting  was  encountered  than  that 
discovered  on  the  south  side  of  Muddy  Fork,  in  the  workings  of  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Mining  Company.  In  the  Ingersoll  tunnel  the  ore  body  is  truncated  on  two 
sides  by  faults,  which  were  accompanied  by  intense  crushing.  And  recent  explora- 
tion has  revealed  on  the  Work  and  Peabody  levels  a  body  of  copper-sulphide  ore 
which  is  bounded  on  either  side  by  zones  of  crushing  and  faulting.  In  following 
this  shoot  down  below  these  levels  a  flat  zone  of  crushing  has  been  encountered. 
If  this  proves  to  be  a  flat  fault  it  will  add  another  type  of  faulting— one  which  has 
not  been  recognized  as  common  in  Bingham.  At  time  of  detailed  examination,  in  the 
Highland  Boy  mine,  strong  Assuring  and  considerable  faulting  were  apparent. 
But  at  that  early  period  in  the  mine's  history  development  was  being  directed 
toward  exploitation  of  the  large  ore  bodies,  and  had  not  proceeded  sufficiently  to 
reveal  the  exact  nature  of  certain  important  faults  (see  detailed  descriptions,  p.  264). 
True  scale  sections,  based  upon  special  observations  and  precise  measurements  at 
each  point  of  the  mine  workings  that  lay  in  the  planes  of  the  sections,  indicate  consid- 
erable faulting  of  at  least  two  types.  A  transverse  section  through  the  No.  8  raise 
indicates  that  the  contact  of  the  northward-dipping  limestone  with  the  foot-wall 
quartzite  has  been  faulted  at  this  locality  on  several  fissures  trending  east-west  and 
dipping  to  the  north  and  south.  The  principal  displacements  of  tliis  series  appear 
to  have  occurred  on  planes  that  dip  steeply  northward,  and  to  have  resulted  in  the 
downthrow  of  the  northern  side.  In  the  most  striking  instance  this  probably 
amounted  to  a  movement,  on  such  a  plane,  of  125  to  150  feet.  The  general  effect 
of  such  downthrowing  on  the  north  is  apparently  to  increase  the  dip  of  the  lime- 
stone and  its  inclosed  ore  bodies.  A  longitudinal  section  shows  another  type  of 
faulting  characterized  by  planes  which  are  either  vertical  or  steeply  inclined  toward 
the  east  and  trend  parallel  to  the  direction  of  the  dip  of  the  bedding.  The  down- 
throw on  this  series  of  planes  is  usually  on  the  east  and  is  not  known  to  exceed 
75  feet  (PI.  XLIV,  B),  Displacement  of  ore  bodies  along  northeast-southwest 
fissures,  which  though  unproved  in  1900  was  suspected  while  sections  were  in 
preparation,  has  been  revealed  in  the  course  of  subsequent  extensive  ore  extraction. 
Thus,  in  the  No.  1  ore  body,  where  development  is  most  extensive,  the  evidence, 
though  still  incomplete,  suggests  strong  displacement  by  which  the  eastern  member 
has  been  considerably  advanced  toward  the  north.  Although  no  intersection  of 
this  series  of  faults  with  the  strike  series  has  been  observed,  correlated  evidence 
renders  it  probable  that  these  north-south  and  northeast-southwest  faults  are  of 
later  date  than  those  which  trend  east-west. 

In  the  country  immediately  north  of  the  Highland  Boy  property  a  series  of 
faults,  cut  across  the  thin,  well-marked  Petro  limestone,  trend  in  a  general 
northerly  direction,  roughly  in  line  with  its  northerly  dip,  and  displace  it  slightly. 


RELATION  OF  ORE  TO  DEFORMATION.  148 

It  appears  that  the  downthrow  is  about  equally  distributed  between  the  eastern 
and  western  members,  that  in  a  majority  of  cases,  though  not  in  all,  it  is  on  the 
side  toward  which  the  fault  plane  dips,  and  that  the  amount  of  downthrow  varies 
from  small  distances  to  27  feet  on  sins:le  planes,  and  to  50  or  55  feet  on  a  zone  of 
fault  planes  (see  detailed  descriptions,  p.  264). 

In  Petro  ground  this  limestone  is  cut  by  a  differential  or  torsional  fault.  This 
is  charapterized  by  a  plane  which  trends  northwest-southeast  and  dips,  in  general, 
steeply  toward  the  southwest.  It  appears  that  the  country  on  the  opposite  sides 
of  this  fault  was  offset  unsymmetrically  and  revolved  about  a  common  pivotal  point, 
the  northeastern  side  inclining  toward  the  southeast  and  the  southwestern  side 
inclining  in  the  reverse  direction,  or  toward  the  northwest.  This  is  proved  by  the 
differential  offset  observed  along  the  plane  of  movement.  Thus  at  the  pivotal  point 
no  displacement  is  apparent.  Away  from  this  central  point  of  no  relative  movement 
to  the  northwest,  the  depression  of  the  southwest  side  relative  to  the  northwest 
side  increases  from  2  feet  to  4,  6,  and  20  feet.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  pivotal 
point,  toward  the  southeast,  the  displacement  of  the  same  member  southwest  has 
changed  from  a  relative  depression  to  an  elevation  which  increases  from  0  to  4, 
then  beyond  to  12  feet,  then  decreases  to  4  feet  and  less.  Another  most  interesting 
example  of  this  differential  faulting  has  been  proved,  it  is  stated,  in  the  50-,  200-, 
and  300-foot  levels  off  from  the  Galena  shaft  and  in  the  Pello  and  Yankee  tunnels 
in  upper  Bingham  Canyon.^  The  displacement  on  this  plane  appears  to  have 
been  of  a  differential  or  torsional  nature  about  a  common  center,  inasmuch  as 
the  eastern  side  was  relatively  lowered  above  the  50-foot  level  and  relatively  raised 
below  that  level. 

The  Winamuck  ore  bodies,  from  evidence  afforded  by  geological  structure  on 
the  surface  and  underground,  and  by  the  lode,  appear  to  he  in  a  fissure  vein  on  which 
marked  faulting  occurred.  The  basis  of  this  suggestion  is  found  in  the  following 
observations:  That  the  locus  of  mineralization  is  a  zone  of  notable  deformation  and 
movement;  that  the  hanging  wall  is  greatly  crushed  and  is  cut  up  by  planes  of  move- 
ment parallel  to  the  main  plane;  that  the  shale  hanging  wall  does  not  persist  on  all 
levels,  but  gives  way  to  quartzite ;  that  the  strike  of  the  vein  (S.  40°  to  60°  E.)  is  oblique 
to  the  strike  of  the  bedding  observed  at  the  surface  (N.  60°  E.)  and  to  that  of  appar- 
ent bedding  observed  underground.  These  suggest  that  the  Winamuck  vein  is  on  a 
fault  fissure  which  trends  northwest-southeast,  cuts  north-dipping  quartzite  and 
calcareous  shale,  and  displaces  them  so  as  to  bring  shale  in  the  hanging  abnormally 
against  quartzite  in  the  foot.  This  opinion  is  given  tentativel\^  as  a  suggestion  for 
those  who  may  have  opportunity  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  surface 
and  certain  important  portions  of  the  imderground  workings  which  were  inacces- 

nNone  of  these  workings  were  accessible  at  time  of  vi^it.    The  description  is  based  on  information  kindly  supplied  by 
Mr.  A.  F.  Holden. 
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sible  at  the  time  of  the  writer's  visit.  Its  final  statement  must  await  detailed 
and  thorough  examination  of  the  property. 

The  above  descriptions  embrace  some  of  the  best-known  faults  of  the  various 
types  which  have  been  found  cutting  ore  l>odies  in  Bingham.  As  such  they  indicate 
the  character  of  others  which  may  be  encountered  in  future  exploration.  They 
include  faults  trending  with  the  strike  of  the  sediments  and  trending  with  and 
oblique  to  the  dip;  faults  trending  transverse  to  the  strike  and  dipping  in  either 
direction;  faults  whose  probable  inclination  departs  only  slightly  from  the  hori- 
zontal; faults  trending  vriih  the  strike  and  others  trending  with  the  dip  in  which 
differential  movement  of  a  torsional  character  occurred.  There  appears  to  have 
been  no  single  direction  of  movement.  Neither  does  any  regular  relation  seem  to 
exist  between  trend  of  fault  and  direction  of  displacement,  nor  between  dip  of  fault 
and  direction  of  displacement.  It  appears  that  displacement  may  be  expected  in 
any  direction;  that  there  is  no  constant  relation  between  jthe  direction  of  displace- 
ment and  the  dip  or  strike  of  a  fault  plane,  and  that  the  amount  of  displacement 
proved  underground  rarely  exceeds  150  feet,  and,  except  on  innumerable  minor 
faults,  averages  between  50  and  100  feet. 

It  is  probable  that  important  faults  within  this  area  have  not  yet  been  encoun- 
tered underground.  It  is  beUeved  that  in  one  or  two  instances  these  may  include 
types  not  yet  proved  in  Bingham,  but  evidence  concerning  them  is  difficult  to  obtain. 
Outside  of  this  district,  both  to  the  north  and  south,  considerable  faulting  probably 
occurred,  and  future  stratigraphic  study  in  connection  with  the  general  structure 
of  the  Oquirrh  Range  will  probably  reveal  important  and  perhaps  great  faults. 

Extent  of  fissures, — Although  fissures  abound  throughout  the  Bingham  district, 
their  comparatively  limited  development  affords  incomplete  evidence  as  to  their 
extent  horizontally  or  in  depth.  The  maximum  extent  to  which  any  fissure  has  been 
continuously  explored  is  less  than  4,000  feet  horizontally  and  less  than  750  feet  verti- 
cally. Though  fault  fissures  from  3,600  to  4,000  feet  in  length  are  indicated  on  the 
map  showing  the  areal  geology,  these  have  not  been  followed  continuously  for  the 
distance  indicated,  and  may  or  may  not  be  continuous  fissures.  So  far  as  observed 
fissures  have  rarely  if  ever  been  found  to  give  out  completely. 

The  fissures  which  have  been  most  extensively  explored  are  the  Galena,  Eagle 
Bird,  Last  Chance,  and  Nast.  These  have  been  opened  as  follows:  The  Galena 
between  3,400  and  3,500  feet  along  its  trend  and  between  650  and  750  feet 
vertically;  the  Ea^e  Bird  about  500  feet  along  its  trend  and  787  on  its  steep  dip; 
the  Last  Chance  2,300  to  2,400  feet  along  its  trend  and  about  575  feet  vertically, 
and  the  Nast  (it  is  reported)  for  1,700  feet  along  the  tunnel  level.  The  terminal 
development  on  the  Galena  lode  was  not  accessible  at  time  of  visit,  and  the 
exposures  in  lowest  workings  were  drowned.     It  is  reported,  however,  that  the 
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fissure  held  its  strength  in  depth.  Exploitation  seems  to  bear  this  out,  as  some 
of  the  principal  stopes  on  the  lode  are  represented  on  its  lower  portions.  The 
Eagle  Bird  fissure  maintains  its  strength  undiminished  from  the  top  of  the 
incline  to  the  Queen  tunnel  level,  and  also  within  its  Umited  exposure  along  the  strike. 
The  Last  Chance  vein  holds  its  normal  strength  wherever  opened.  On  the  Hooper 
level  (Last  Chtoce)  the  ore  seems  to  have  made  out  into  the  limestone  and  to  have 
somewhat  masked  the  distinctness  of  the  fracture  zone,  but  at  the  other  extremity, 
the  northeast  face,  British  tunnel  level,  the  fracture  exhibits  average  if  not  mcreased 
strength.  In  depth  it  appears  to  increase  somewhat  in  strength.  The  Nast  was 
accessible  for  only  a  few  hundred  feet  along  its  strike  and  dip  and  did  not  afford 
valuable  criteria. 

Other  fissures  which  have  been  explored  considerably,  though  to  somewhat  less 
extent  than  those  described  above,  are  the  Winamuck,  Queen,  Silver  Shield,  Phoenix, 
Midland,  Neptime,  Petro,  and  Montezuma.  The  Winamuck  was  under  water 
in  its  lower  portion  at  time  of  visit;  its  northwest  extension  appeared  as  a  distinct 
plane  of  movement,  and  to  the  southeast  it  is  lost  in  a  complexly  fractured  coimtry. 
The  Queen  fissure  has  been  opened  along  the  Queen  tunnel  level  for  about  500  feet, 
and  about  100  feet  below,  on  the  Bemis  and  Hiatt  level,  for  a  considerably  longer 
distance.  On  the  Butterfield  tunnel  level,  at  a  vertical  distance  of  1,084  feet  below 
the  Queen  level,  a  fissure  has  been  cut  which  is  stated  to  correspond  in  position, 
trend,  and  general  character  with  the  Queen  vein.  If  this  had  been  followed 
continuously  between  these  two  levels  it  would  afford  the  best  evidence  in  Bing- 
ham concerning  the  permanence  of  fissures  and  their  inclosed  values.  The  Silver 
Shield  fissure  has  been  opened  only  about  375  feet  along  its  strike  and  125  feet 
vertically.  When  last  visited  it  was  holding  its  strength  to  the  southwest,  and  no 
noteworthy  change  with  increase  of  depth  was  apparent.  In  some  other  cases 
fissures  appear  to  branch  into  several  minor  ones  along  the  strike. 

Geologically  the  fissures  are  not  Umited  to  a  single  formation  nor  to  any  single 
kind  of  rock.  Individual  fissures  pass  continuously  from  one  kind  of  rock  into 
another,  as  well  as  from  one  formation  to  another.  The  Galena  fissure,  for  example, 
lies  for  a  considerable  distance  between  quartzite  walls,  and  passes  thence  in  a 
northeast  direction  into  the  Jordan  limestone  (see  PI.  XL).  In  the  opposite  direc- 
tion it  cuts  the  Highland  limestone  and  has  been  explored  southwestward,  but 
was  there  inaccessible  at  time  of  visit.  Judging  from  surface  outcrops,  however, 
it  should  pass  into  porphyry.  If  this  be  true  this  single  instance  shows  that  a 
fissure  passes  from  one  formation  into  another  and  cuts  the  three  types  of  rocks 
found  in  Bingham.  Similarly  the  Giant  Chief  fissure,  in  the  Telegraph  mine,  cuts 
quartzite,  porphyry,  and  limestone,  and  the  fissure  in  the  Erie  mine  cuts  quartzite 
and  black  shale.     These  are  but  a  few  from  a  great  nimiber  of  cases  which  prove 
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this  to  be  a  fact.  In  brief,  the  fissures  of  this  district  continue  for  many  hundred 
feet  along  their  strike,  and  have  not  as  yet  given  out  in  depth.  They  cut  every 
formation  and  every  kind  of  rock  in  the  district,  and  pass  contiimously  from  one 
into  an<ither. 

Rehition  of  fissures  of  Bingham  to  those  of  neighboring  camps, — ^The  surface 
and  underground  geology  of  two  other  mining  camps  in  this  mountain  range  have 
l>een  studied  in  detail — the  Tintic  mining  district,"  at  the  southern  extremitv  of 
the  Dipjirrhs,  and  the  Mercur  mining  district,''  about  12  to  15  miles  south  of  Bing- 
ham, in  I^wi.ston  Canyon. 

At  Tiiilic,  '  ^The  facts  which  are  clearly  indicated  are  an  early  series  of  fractures 
trending  north-northwest  and  northwest,  connected  with  the  deformation  of  the 
Ktrutu,  which  were  later  intersected  by  a  series  of  cross  fractiu^es  trending  north- 
hoiitli,  north-northeast,  northeast,  and  east-west,  and  which  may  have  been  pro- 
(hjc<*(|  l)v  the  forces  which  tilted  the  axes  of  the  svncline.  The  interrelations  of 
the  fnictur(»s  indicate  that  the}'  have  not  been,  except  in  a  few  cases,  planes  for 
any  considc^rable  rock  movement.  They  preceded  the  mineralization.  A  very 
few  fractures  followed  the  mineralization  and  preceded  the  igneous  activity.*'* 

At  Mercur  the  vertical  fissures  which  have  been  instrumental  in  opening  the 
rocks  through  which  they  pass  to  the  mineralizing  current  are  generally  northeast 
in  trend,  var>-ing  considerably,  but  still  ordinaril}^  keeping  near  the  average  of  N. 
2i)''  K.;  they  are  generally  vertical,  with  sometimes  a  very  steep  dip  to  the  north- 
west, th(»  angle  of  whi(*h  is  rarely  less  than  tSO°.'' 

In  comparing  the  fissures  of  Bingham  with  those  above  described,  it  would 
appear  that  as  regards  trends,  relative  dates,  and  relation  to  mineralization,  the 
early  Tintic  series  has  not  been  recognized  at  Bingham,  and  that  the  later  Tintic 
wM-ies  resembles  the  strong  northeast  premineral  series  at  Bingham.  But  no  further 
resiMnblance  is  found,  as  at  Bingham  no  fissures  have  been  recognized  as  older  than 
the  porphyry  intrusion.  Between  Mercur  and  Bingham  a  closer  relation  may  exist, 
Hiucv  the  older  vertical  series  at  Mercur  resembles  the  early  premineral  northeast 
series  at  Bingham  and  the  later  postmineral  movement  on  northeast  planes  at 
Mercur  may  correspond  to  similar  later  faulting  or  to  recent  movement  on  the 
northeast  planes  at  Bingham. 

Relations  of  metallic  contents  to  trend,  dip,  e;rtent,  and  relative  date, — The  diagram 
showing  the  trends  of  fissures  (PI.  XXIII)  indicates  not  alone  the  trend  of  each 
lisHun*,  but  also  the  general  fact  whether  it  exhibited  pay  ore,  a  little  metal,  or 

'iT.»w<»r,  (1.  W  .  and  Smith,  G.  O.,  Geology  and  mining  industry  of  the  Tintic  district,  Utah:  Nineteenth  Ann.  Kept. 
IJ.  H  Gfol.  Survey   1897-08,  pt.  ^.  pp  601-767. 

/'  Hpurr,  J.  K..  Kconomic  geologj-  of  the  Mercur  mining  district,  Utah,  with  an  introduction  on  the  Oquirrh  Mountains. 
I>y  S.  F    Kinmons:  Sixteenth  Ann   Kept.  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey,  1894-06,  pt.  2,  pp,  343-454- 

«•  Tower  iind  Smith,  idem,  p.  679. 

<< Hpurr,  idem,  p.  435. 


/ 


RELATION    OF    ORK    TO    DKKOKM ATION.  147 

none.  It  thus  shows  both  the  trends  of  the  lissures  and  their  contents,  and  tlie 
ratios  of  those  carrying  pay  ore  and  low  vahies  to  those  wliich  do  not.  Of  all 
the  fissures  observed,  only  a  few,  a  very  small  j)rop()rtion,  were  found  to  con- 
tain any  metal.  Of  this  small  portion,  metal  in  about  three-sevenths  was  very 
scanty;  so  that  only  about  four-sevenths  of  an  exceedin<rly  small  proportioji  of 
the  observed  Hssures  have  been  lound  to  carry  })ay  ore.  TIk*  tn^nd  of  far  the  larjjjer 
portion  of  these  pay  lodes  is  northeast-southwest.  A  limited  group  of  slightly 
mineralized  fissures,  observed  chiefly  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine,  trend  east-west. 
The  ore-bearing  fissures  which  trend  northwest-southeast  are  exceptional.  Among 
these  arc  the  Hoogley,  Winamuck,  and  Pliocnix  lissures.  Those  fissures  which 
exhibit  only  a  small  amount  of  metal  may  be  found,  however,  upon  further  explora- 
tion, to  carr}^  pay  ore.  Their  trends  are  similar  to  those  of  tlit^  j)ay  lodes,  j)erhaps 
being  somewhat  more  closely  restricted  to  northeast -sou  thw€\st  directions. 

Less  is  known  about  the  relation  of  pay  to  dip.  It  appears,  however,  that 
over  two-thirds  of  the  j)rincipal  lodes  dip  to  the  northwe>;t :  and  ti\e  scantily 
mineralized  fissures  also  exhibit  this  habit.  Furthermore,  as  regards  the  degree 
of  inchnation,  not  only  the  northwest  dipping  fissures,  but  all  the  ore-bearing 
fissures  observed  dip  at  a  steep  angle,  which  almost  invariably  exceeds  45°,  and  in 
the  larger  number  of  instances  amounts  to  60°  or  jnore. 

With  r€»gard  to  the  relation  of  extent  or  persist(^nce  of  fissures  to  their  tM'onomic 
character,  the  two  might  be  expected  to  vary  together. 

'*  Since  the  dynamic  movements  are  confined  to  the  crust  of  the  earth,  it  is 
evident  that  the  fissures  produced  by  them  can  not  literally  have  an  indefinite  extent 
in  depth,  though  in  certain  cases  it  is  very  possible  that  this  extent  may  be  prac- 
tically indefinite,  as  it  may  go  beyond  the  limits  at  which  mining  is  [uacticable.  It 
is  fair  to  assume  that  those  fissures  which  hav(*  the  greatest  horizontal  extent  will 
have  the  greatest  extent  in  depth;  in  other  words,  that  their  vertical  and  horizontal 
dimensions  bear  some  sort  ot  proportion  to  each  other.  If,  therefore,  as  some  !  ave 
maintained,  the  vein  filling  has  in  all  cases  been  brought  from  some  source  at  great 
depths  in  the  earth,  the  greatest  fault  fissures  would  hv  expected  to  be  the  greatest 
and  most  frequent  ore  producers."  " 

Exploration  has  not  been  carried  far  enough  in  Bingham  to  throw  much  light 
upon  this  question,  nor  to  determine  the  horizontal  and  vertical  extent  of  lode  ore. 
Although  satisfactory  evidence  was  not  available,  some  information  was  obtained 
from  the  Galena,  Eagle  Bird,  Queen,  and  Winamuck  veins,  which  have  been  more 
extensivelv  explored  than  anv  others  in  the  district.  The  exact  extent  of  the  ore 
bodies  on  the  Galena  fissure  was  not  determined,  as  l)oth  ends  of  the  workin^rs,  as 
well  as  the  lower  portions,  were  inaccessible  at  time  of  visit.  Working  maps  show^ 
stopes  at  the  extreme  southwest  end,  while  ])ay  is  stated  to  have  fallen  off  somewhat 
in  its  northeast  extremity.     The  large  Mammoth  and  Iron  stopes  appear  to  have 

a  Emmons,  S.  F.,  Stnictural  relations  of  ore  deposits:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  vol.  16,  1887-88,  pp.  828-829. 
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been  opened  over  200  feet  below  the  lowest  overlymg  surface.  Although  no  exact 
information  was  obtained  regarding  the  amount  and  grade  of  ore  disclosed  by 
exploration  below  these  levels,  both  are  reported  to  have  been  well  maintained. 
This  portion  has  remained  unexploited  and  under  water,  however,  for  several  years. 
The  Eagle  Bird  lode  (opened  7S7  feet  on  its  dip)  maintained,  it  is  reported,  generally 
constant  values,  without  notable  decrease  in  depth  in  either  amount  or  value  of  ore. 
Tl/e  Queen  vein  yielded  high-gi*ade  ore  on  the  Queen  level  and  about  100  feet  below, 
on  the  Bemis  and  Iliatt  level.  On  the  Butterfield  level,  1,084  feet  below  the  Queen, 
a  fissure  said  to  have  })een  encountered  at  the  point  where  the  Queen  vein  was 
expected  to  descend  carried,  it  is  reported,  a  small  amount  of  ore  of  the  same 
character  as  that  in  the  Queen  vein  on  the  Queen  level.  The  Winamuck  lode  has 
been  extensively  explored  for  distances  of  several  hundred  feet  above  and  below 
the  lower  tunnel  or  work  level.  Comparison  of  selected  assays  from  ore  at  the 
upper,  lower,  and  foot-wall  workings  appears  to  indicate  that  lead  and  probably 
silver  ran  higher  in  the  uppei  carl)onate  levels,  and  that,  to  a  limited  depth,  gold, 
copper,  and  zinc  increase  witli  dej)th.  The  Last  Chance  lode  (opened  for  about 
575  feet  vertically)  appears  to  maintain  its  strength  in  depth  and  is  reported  to 
hold  its  grade  well.  In  the  Silver  Shield  vein,  opened  a  few  hundred  feet  horizon- 
tally and  in  depth,  no  noteworthy  change  in  either  size  of  vein  nor  grade  of  ore  has 
been  reported.  In  the  Montezuma  lode  one  of  the  ore  shoots  has  been  followed  on 
its  gentle  pitch  for  about  200  feet  vertically  and  found  to  mamtain  normal  grade, 
with  somewhat  diminished  size,  to  a  depth  of  over  100  feet  below  the  collar  of  the 
shaft. 

In  their  horizontal  extent  veins  and  lodes  occasionally  appear  to  pinch  out  and 
to  leave  the  fissure  beyond  barren.  In  such  instances  exploration  continued  along 
the  plane  of  mineralization  sometimes  reveals  other  ore  shoots  witliin  the  same  ore 
body.  In  the  Montezuma,  at  the  northeast  face  of  the  tunnel  level,  the  ore  body 
appears  to  give  out,  and  the  fissure,  after  continuing  barren  some  distance,  bifur- 
cates. Ore  on  the  Winamuck  is  stated  to  have  been  lost  at  the  zone  of  violent 
deformation  known  as  the  *M'ault"  at  the  southeast  end  of  the  mine.  In  other 
instances,  however,  it  is  not  imj^robable  that  extension  of  workings  now  regarded 
as  on  distinct  fissures  mav  demonstrate  a  unitv  of  certain  fissures  and  thus  an 
unexpected  horizontal  extent  of  individual  fissures.  In  short,  the  strongest  fissures 
appear  to  be  most  extensive  and  to  contain  the  most  persistent  ore  bodies.  Hori- 
zontally these  shoots  pinch  out,  and  in  some  instances  they  decrease  in  size  w4th 
increase  of  depth;  in  other  instances  they  exhibit  no  change. 

As  regards  their  broad  geographical  extent,  the  productive  lodes  and  veins  are 
not  restricted  to  a  single  locality.  In  the  ground  at  the  upper  portion  of  Bingham 
Canyon,  which,  it  should  be  recalled,  has  been  more  thoroughly  explored  than  any 
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other  in  Bingham,  the  largest  productive  fissures  have  been  discovered.  They 
include  the  Giant  Chief,  Silver  Shield,  Galena,  Robbie,  Neptune,  Last  Chance,  and 
Nast  lodes.  South  of  this  belt  lie  the  productive  Eagle  Bird,  Queen,  Bemis  and 
Hiatt,  and  St.  James  lodes.  To  the  north  are  the  York,  Petro,  and  Phoenix  lodes. 
And  beyond,  in  the  Markham  Gulch  region,  are  the  Hoogley,  Montezuma,  JuUa 
Dean,  Winamuck,  and  other  lodes  which  have  produced  high-grade  ore.  Valuable 
ore  has  been  mined  from  fissures  outside  of  all  these  areas,  and  it  is  believed  that 
some  of  the  less  explored  fissures,  as  well  as  some  us  yet  imdiscovered,  may  prove 
highly  productive.  Of  those  lodes  which  have  been  worked,  however,  the  most 
valuable  lie  in  the  belt  of  ground  which  extends  from  Bear  Gulch  west  across  the 
upper  portion  of  Bingham  Canyon  to  Muddy  Fork. 

There  are,  then,  many  barren  fissures  which  appear  essentially  indistinguishable 
from  ore-bearing  fissures  except  by  actual  observation  of  mineral  contents.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  desired,  for  use  in  exploration,  that  some  means  for  discriminating 
between  the  two  might  be  found.  Size  alone  apparently  affords  no  clue  as  to  which 
originated  before  and  which  originated  after  the  deposition  of  ore,  though  in  general 
it  is  perhaps  true  that  the  strongest  fissures  are  more  likely  to  be  found  productive. 
The  strongest  northeast  fissures  known,  though  this  may  follow  only  as  result  of 
intention  in  exploration,  are  of  premineral  date.  Further,  since  fissuring  appears 
to  have  recurred  after  the  deposition  of  ore  in  the  same  general  directions  that  were 
followed  by  fissuring  which  originated  before  the  deposition  of  ore,  no  precise  dating, 
and  thus  no  division  of  pay  and  barren  fissures  according  to  trends  alone,  seems 
practicable.  Thus,  although  it  is  true  that  the  great  fissiu*es  of  premineral  date 
trend  northeast,  it  is  also  true  that  strong  barren  ones  trend  northeast.  Although 
in  many  cases  the  ore-bearing  fissures  are  seen  to  trend  just  about  northeast- 
southwest,  and  postmineral  fissures  which  cut  them  to  trend  a  Uttle  more  northerly, 
evidence  now  available  does  not  afford  grounds  for  rigid  division  between  the  barren 
and  productive  northeast-southwest  fissures.  In  short,  the  strongest  veins  and 
lodes,  almost  without  exception,  belong  to  the  earliest  northeast-southwest  series,  so 
strong  northeast-southwest  veins  and  fissures  are  the  most  favorable  for  exploration, 
but  since  some  of  these  are  known  to  be  barren,  in  some  cases  because  they  were 
not  formed  until  after  the  period  of  mineralization,  it  should  not  be  expected  that 
all  strong  northeast-southwest  fissures  and  fissure  zones  will  yield  ore. 

PAY  SHOOTS  wrrniN  ore  bodies. 

In  a  general  sense,  ore  occurs  in  zones.  These  may  comprise  entire  Ume- 
stone  members  or  their  thickness  may  be  so  sUght  that  the  locus  of  the  ore  is 
virtually  a  plane.  In  certain  portions  of  such  a  locus  the  general  ore  body  may 
become  relatively  enriched  or  relatively  enlarged.     Thus,  in  some  of  the  gold-quartz 
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veins  on  the  Mother  lode,  CaHfornia,  without  any  apparent  change  in  the  size  of  the 
vein  or  amount  of  quartz  carried,  the  gold  values  are  found,  through  assaying,  to 
vary  systematically,  and  often  to  be  segregated  into  *' chimneys/'  In  Bingham 
the  bodies  of  copper  ore  are  not  uniform,  but  thicken  locally  into  *^  bunches," 
^'lenses,"  and  ''chimneys."     These  are  known  as  '* shoots." 

Complete  knowledge  of  an  ore  shoot  requires  a  determination  of  its  length, 
width,  thickness,  strike,  dip,  pitch,  relations  to  geologic  structure,  variations  in 
value  of  ore,  etc.  All  this  knowledge  is  rarely  obtainable,  however,  as  it  requires 
complete  stope  maps,  assay  maps,  and  underground  maps  showing  the  structural 
geology.  In  the  examination  of  tliis  district  only  a  pprtion  of  these  items  of 
knowledge  was  obtainable  concerning  any  particular  shoot.  Accordingly  the 
descriptions  of  the  shoots  of  Bingham  are  necessarily  general  and  incomplete.  These 
shoots  fall  naturally  into  three  classes,  based  upon  the  character  of  the  rocks  in 
which  they  occur,  viz,  shoots  in  limestones,  shoots  in  lodes,  and  shoots  in  igneous 

rocks. 

Shoots  in  limestones, — Two  types  of  ore  bodies  occur  in  limestone,  those  which 
are  included  betw^een  walls  of  great  crosscutting  fracture  zones,  and  those  which  lie 
more  strictly  within  the  limestone  in  the  form  of  lenses  roughly  parallel  to  the 
bedding.  The  former  are  lode  deposits  consisting  chiefly  of  lead  and  silver,  and  the 
shoots  characteristic  of  them  w^ll  be  described  under  that  head.  The  latter  are 
'  'bedded  deposits' '  consisting  chiefly  of  copper,  and  will  be  briefly  described  in  this 
section. 

The  ore  bodies  in  the  hmestone  proper  occur  within  the  great  limestones  at  one 
or  more  horizons.  The  general  level  at  which  they  occur  may  extend  along  a  plane 
of  movement  between  bedding  planes,  or  it  may  lie  within  a  particular  bed  of  the 
limestone.  It  is  a  common  belief  that  these  copper  bodies  are  restricted  to  the  base 
of  the  great  limestones  and  lie  upon  the  imderlying  quartzite.  Deformation  which 
has  thrown  the  quartzite  into  the  abnormal  position  of  immediately  underlying 
certain  ore  bodies  furnishes  the  explanation  of  this  idea  (see  p.  236).  These  copper 
bodies  do  not  appear  to  be  confined  to  any  single  horizon  in  the  limestone.  Fre- 
quently they  lie  within  the  massive  marble  some  distance  above  a  barren  contact 
between  marble  and  quartzite  (see  PI.  XLIV) .  Again,  one  ore  body  sometimes  lies 
roughly  along  a  certain  horizon  and  another  follows  a  higher  bed.  This  phenomenon 
of  a  succession  of  mineral-bearing  beds  is  not  uncommon,  and  is  illustrated  by  the 
well-defined  so-called  ' ' upper' '  and  ' ' lower' '  ore  body  in  the  Highland  Boy  and  by 
several  occurrences  in  the  United  States  property  and  elsewhere. 

Along  these  general  ore  bodie^s  or  mineral-bearing  horizons,  however,  the  ore 
does  not  occur  in  equal  amount  at  all  places.  Certain  portions  are  relatively  thicker 
and  richer  as  compared  ^^th  intervening  portions  which  are  relatively  leaner  or  barren* 
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These  enlarged  portions  have  the  general  form  of  lenses  which  extend  roughly  along 
the  bedding  and  terminate  with  attenuated  irregular  margins.  In  some  instances  their 
maximum  dimension  is  their  width  along  the  strike,  and  in  others  it  is  their  length. 
The  pitch  of  the  shoot  is  rarely  accordant  with  its  dip.  Altliough  these  Hat  lenses 
lie  generally  parallel  with  the  bedding,  the  parallelism  is  not  exact  for  great  distances. 
Their  departure  from  the  bedding  occurs  both  along  the  strike  and  the  dip.  Although 
'an  ore  body  is  often  practically  barren  in  its  leaner  portions,  which  intervene  along 
the  strike  between  such  shoots,  its  identity  as  a  part  of  the  same  general  ore  body  as 
that  which  carries  notable  values  at  the  main  locus  is  quite  apparent.  Some  small 
seams  rise  from  one  ore-bearing  horizon  up  across  the  bedding  and  unite  with  a  higher 
or  overlying  ore-bearing  horizon. 


FlO.  a.— SoctloDB  through  H[ghland  Boy  ore  body,  showing  pilch  ud  dip  o(  ore  «hool«. 

Excellent  examples  of  such  an  occurrence  of  copper  ore  in  limestone  in  definite 
shoots  are  found  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine.  They  occur  at  two  distinct  horizons 
within  the  massive  marble  member.  Those  on  the  lower  horizon  include  three 
well-defined  shoots,  known,  reckoning  from  east  to  west,  as  the  No.  1,  No.  2,  and 
No.  3  ore  bodies.  Although  somewhat  individualized,  they  appear  to  be  enlarge- 
ments at  different  points  along  the  same  locus;  and  though  their  present  relative 
positions  are  probably  determined  in  part  by  faulting,  they  present  the  appearance 
of  separate  shoots  within  a  single  great  ore  body.  They  dip  northward  at  angles 
ranging  from  30°  to  45°;  strike  east-west  and  pitch  northward  at  angles  ranging 
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from  40®  to  45*^  (see  fig.  2,  p.  128) .  They  seem  to  dip  and  to  strike  in  general  accord- 
ance with  the  bedding,  or  they  may  in  places  stand  possibly  slightly  steeper  than 
the  dip  and  a  little  oblique  to  the  strike,  but  owing  to  numerous  strike  faults  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  this  feature  precisely.  Neither  the  upper,  lower,  nor  lateral 
limit  is  always  normal.  Apparent  terminations  on  the  west  are  known  to  be  trunca- 
tions due  to  faulting,  and  some  of  the  striking  differences  in  the  dip  in  different 
portions  of  the  foot  and  hanging  wall  (see  fig.  2)  are  doubtless  due  to  strike  faulting.' 
No.  1  shoot  has  been  cut  on  all  levels.  No.  3  to  No.  8  inclusive,  and  reaches  its  maxi- 
mum size  on  No.  6  level,  where  it  is  approximately  400  feet  wide  and  over  100  feet 
in  thickness.  Shoots  Nos.  2  and  3  are  smaller,  and  have  not  been  found  to  maintain 
their  continuity  or  identity  on  the  No.  3  level  nor  on  the  No.  7  level.  During  the 
fall  of  1902  development  work  in  the  marble  which  overlies  the  great  No.  1  shoot 
revealed  at  this  higher  horizon  a  new  shoot  of  copper  ore.  This  large  mass  has  not 
been  thoroughly  proved,  but  it  appears  to  be  a  pear-shaped  shoot  truncated  on  the 
west  by  a  fault.  It  is  significant  as  demonstrating  occurrence  of  shoots  at  different 
horizons  within  the  great  limestones.  This  should  encourage  thorough  prospecting 
of  these  limestones  by  systematic  crosscutting  from  foot-wall  quartzite  to  hanging- 
wall  quartzite. 

Shoots  of  an  analogous  character  are  reported  to  have  developed  in  the  car- 
bonaceous shales  in  the  Dixon.  The  locus  of  the  ore  in  this  instance  was  apparently 
a  plane  of  strong  movement  within  the  shale  that  was  roughly  accordant  with  the 
bedding.  On  this  the  ore  formed  in  distinct  shoots  or  large  bunches,  in  the  form 
of  oval,  double-convex  lenses. 

Normal  shoots  are  occasionally  cut  by  faults  which  give  an  entirely  new  shape 
to  the  deformed  pseudoshoot.  In  the  IngersoU  the  ore  body  has  been  truncated 
by  fault-planes  which  converge  from  the  northeast  and  northwest,  and  perhaps 
downward,  so  as  to  impart  to  the  deformed  shoot  the  shape  of  an  inverted  pyramid. 
In  a  similar  manner  the  shoot  which  has  recently  been  opened  in  the  main  workings 
of  the  Boston  ConsoUdated  is  modified  by  faults  which  limit  its  width  in  either 
direction  along  the  strike,  and  probably  by  a  flat  fault  in  depth. 

Shoots  in  lodes. — The  lodes  of  Bingham  fall  into  two  classes,  according  as  they 
follow  contacts  (either  between  sediments  or  a  sedimentary  member  and  an  igneous 
rock)  for  a  large  portion  of  their  extent,  or  as  they  cut  transversely  across  the  bed- 
ding. In  the  former  class  are  the  Montezuma,  Fortune,  and  Winamuck  lodes. 
Among  the  latter  are  the  Last  Chance  and  Silver  Shield  lodes.  Localization  of 
ore  into  shoots  has  been  observed  in  each.  The  Montezuma  lode  possesses  in  its 
upper  portion  characteristics  unlike  those  in  its  lower  portion.  Thus  it  appears 
to  he  roughly  parallel  to  the  bedding  along  a  contact  betweeij  calcareous,  carbona- 
ceous shale  in  its  upper  portion,  and  to  grow  steeper  and  descend  after  the  nature 
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of  a  normal  barren  fracture  zone  in  its  lower  portion.  Within  this  locus  the  ore 
occurs  in  two  well-defined  shoots  which  strike  northeast-southwest,  dip  northeast- 
ward 45°  to  85°  and  pitch  at  a  low  angle,  about  65°,  south  westward.  Their  courses 
are  generally  parallel,  and  they  are  separated  by  a  lean  or  barren  portion  about  50 
feet  wide. 

The  Fortune  lode  follows  the  contact  (opened  by  strong  movement)  between  a 
massive  quartzite  foot  wall  and  a  coarse  porphyry  (sill)  hanging  wall  and  locally 
includes  thin  lenses  of  calcareous,  carbonaceous  shale  between  it  and  the  quartzite. 
Vigorous  movement  has  taken  place  throughout  its  known  course.  Ore  has  formed 
along  this  contact  in  lenticular  pencils  or  pod-shaped  shoots.  That  which  has  been 
exploited  along  the  Keystone  incline  showed  a  thickness  of  from  a  few  inches  to  4 
feet,  a  width  on  the  Freedom  level  of  over  150  feet,  and  a  length  of  about  500  feet. 
It  appears  to  narrow  and  thin  in  descending  and  to  peter  out  above  the  Contention 
level.  The  shoot  which  has  been  opened  along  the  Big  raise  is  not  so  extensive 
on  the  upper  levels  as  the  other  shoot,  but  exceeds  it  in  thickness  bj'  being  15  feet 
thick  on  the  Keystone  level  and  6  feet  on  the  Contention  level.  Both  these  shoots 
dip  from  20°  to  30°  to  the  northwest  and  pitch  rather  steeply  to  the  southwest. 

The  Winamuck  lode  affords  another  example  of  this  type.  It  has  generally 
been  considered  to  follow  a  contact  between  a  shale  hanging  wall  and  a  quartzite 
foot  wall.  It  seems  more  probable,  however,  that  in  reality  the  lode  is  on  a  fault 
fracture  zone  which  brings  shale  against  quartzite  in  a  portion  of  its  extent.  It  is 
thus  intermediate  between  those  which  extend  along  contacts  between  beds  and 
those  which  cut  transversely  across  bedding.  The  principal  shoot  in  the  main 
lode  occurred  in  the  form  of  an  immense,  irregularly  bounded,  lenticular  body 
which  was  widest  above  the  lower  tunnel  and  contracted  rapidly  below  into  a  narrow 
sinuous  Umb.  In  its  maximum  dimensions  this  shoot  is  reported  to  have  been  200 
feet  wide,  20  feet  tliick,  and  600  feet  long.  Regarding  the  pitch,  it  is  stated  that  below 
the  work  tunnel  the  narrow  shoot  pitches  to  the  200-foot  level,  there  swerves 
abruptly  to  the  southeast,  continues  in  that  direction  to  the  300-foot  level,  and 
then  descends  with  the  dip. 

Under  this  main  shoot,  in  the  foot-wall  quartzite,  were  two  shoots  unlike  any 
yet  described.  So  far  as  may  be  judged  from  old  working  maps  and  from  verbal 
descriptions  by  former  operators,  they  were  two  small  pencils  or  pipes  which  rose 
at  a  high  angle  along  irregular  courses  through  the  foot  wall.  One  was  followed 
nearly  vertically  and  southeastward  from  a  point  150  feet  back  in  the  foot  wall 
for  about  250  feet  to  the  main  shoot.  The  other  was  discovered  100  feet  higher 
and  followed  up  to  where  the  two  united  with  the  main  Winamuck  shoot.  A  similar 
type  of  shoots  of  rich  silver  ore  is  reported  to  have  been  traced  in  the  Tiewaukee. 
The  Montezuma  exhibits  analogous  rich  foot-wall  ore  bodies. 
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In  the  normal  fissures  shoots  have  not  been  so  well  demonstrated  as  in  the 
cases  described  above.  From  the  stope  map  of  the  Galena  lode  it  is  difficult  to 
recognize  the  occurrence  of  ore  in  well-defined  shoots.  In  the  ^Silver  Shield,  accord- 
ing to  some  operators,  a  definite  localization  of  pa}^  was  perceptible.  A  stope 
section  suggests  that  pay  may  have  been  segregated  into  two  shoots.  But  develop- 
ment is  insufficient  to  prove  the  question.  So  far  as  niay  be  judged  from  stope 
sections  of  the  Last  Chance  lode,  the  exploitation  has  been  conducted  along  a  great 
shoot.  It  has  been  followed  from  a  point  about  800  feet  above  the  British  tunnel 
and  stoped  intermittently  from  there  down  to  the  British  tunnel.  The  extraction 
appears  to  have  been  too  scattered  to  warrant  an  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  shoot. 
It  dips  southeastward  at  angles  ranging  from  65°  to  90°.  The  pitch  is  obscure; 
in  the  lower  portion  it  appears  to  be  northeastward  and  in  the  upper  southwestward. 

DISSEMINATED   ORE    IN    IGNEOUS    ROCKS. 

Low-grade  copper  and  gold  ore  is  disseminated  through  the  great  Bingham 
laccolith,  but  has  not  been  found  to  occur  in  definite  shoots.  On  the  contrary,  the 
ore  seems  to  be  generally  distributed,  in  the  form  of  irregular  grains  on  fracture 
and  joint  planes,  throughout  that  portion  of  the  body  which  has  been  explored. 
Such  enriched  portions  as  have  been  recognized  are  zones  of  special  crushing,  joint- 
ing, and  general  shattering  of  the  porphyry  country.  The  present  development 
is  insufficient  to  show  whether  or  not  higher  values  occur  in  bunches  or  chimneys 
within  those  crushed  zones. 

STRUCTURE    OF   ORE    SHOOTS. 

The  shoots,  whose  general  form  and  manner  of  occurrence  have  been  described 
in  the  preceding  section,  possess  characteristic  structures.  In  a  general  sense  a 
banded  structure  marks  all  the  ore  shoots  of  Bingham.  The  bands  differ  from 
those  observed  in  lead  and  silver  shoots  in  lodes,  in  their  relation  to  the  form 
of  the  shoot,  to  the  structure  of  the  country  rock,  and  to  one  another,  as  well  as  in 
their  composition. 

Structure  of  copper  shoots  in  limestone. — On  approaching  a  shoot  of  copper- 
sulphide  ore  that  lies  within  barren  marble,  lean  ore  may  be  observed  in  certain 
beds.  This  gradually  becomes  larger  in  proportion  to  the  barren  portion,  and  richer 
in  grade  until  the  entire  bed  or  beds  are  ore.  In  the  extreme  outer  portions  of  these 
shoots  these  bands  of  barren  country  rock  alternate  with  bands  of  lean  ore.  Within 
the  shoot  the  original  bedded  character  is  sometimes  preserved  by  bands  of  barren 
siliceous  material  (PI.  XXXIII,  A).  In  some  places  in  which  virtually  the  entire 
country  rock  has  been  transformed  into  ore  a  rouglily  bedded  structure  is  assumed 
by  the  ore  and  by  occasional  included  bands  of  siliceous  gangue  (PI.  XXXIII,  B). 
Though  only  these  extremes  have  been  described,  namely,  on  the  periphery  the 


STRUCTURE  OF  ORE  SHOOTS.  155 

barren  country  rock  in  bands  lying  between  beds  of  lean  ore,  and  at  the  core  the 
soUd  ore,  the  several  transition  phases  may  be  observ^ed  in  any  of  the  large  copper 
shoots  in  Bingham.  In  the  Highland  Boy  on  various  levels,  but  nowhere  better 
than  on  No.  6  level,  this  mineraUzation  of  the  countrv  rock  in  beds  is  verv  distinct. 
At  many  points  in  the  Old  Jordan  this  relationship  between  bedding  of  ore  and  strati- 
fication of  country  rock  is  exhibited.  On  the  Mill  tunnel  level  bands  of  lean  ore, 
composed  of  cupriferous  pyrite  slightly  oxidized,  are  separated  by  rather  even 
continuous  bands  of  granular  quartz.  This  type  of  occurrence  appears  on  the 
Grecian  Bend  level.  Telegraph  mine,  with  rare  clearness  (see  PI.  XXXIII,  A).  On 
the  Carpenter  Shop  level  in  the  upper  eastern  part  of  the  same  mine  thin  beds  of 
ore  extend  between  barren  strata  for  distances  of  10  to  15  feet,  and  within  the 
the  shoots  proper  in  the  Telegraph,  Old  Jordan,  Highland  Boy,  Commercial,  and 
other  mines,  siUceous  barren  bands  related  to  the  stratification  frequently  occur. 
These  observations  point  to  two  leading  structural  facts :  That  the  prevaiUng  struc- 
ture of  the  copper  shoots  in  limestone  is  a  bedded  structure,  and  that  the  bedding 
corresponds  to  the  stratification  of  the  ^^  country." 

Structure  of  lead  arid  silver  shoots  in  lodes. — The  shoots  of  lead  and  silver  ore  in 
lodes  generally  show  a  banded  structure  that  differs  radically  from  the  bedded 
structure  of  copper  shoots  in  limestone.  In  the  former  the  banding  is  of  a  seam- 
like character;  in  the  latter  it  is  of  a  bedded  character.  In  each  the  bands  Ue  in 
the  plane  of  maximum  extent  of  the  shoots.  But  in  the  copper  shoots  these  bands 
exhibit  a  general  parallelism  to  the  bedding,  and  in  the  silver-lead  shoots  the}^  are 
more  frequently  oblique  or  transverse  to  the  bedding.  Again,  the  individual  bands 
are  very  nearly  parallel  in  the  copper  shoots  and  oblique  and  curving,  without  direct 
relation  in  course  one  to  the  other,  in  the  silver  and  lead  shoots.  The  composition 
of  the  bands  in  the  two  classes  of  deposits  differs  also  in  that  the  beds  of  ore  in  the 
copper  shoots  are  practically  uniform  in  composition,  but  the  seams  or  ^  ^  pay  streaks '  ^ 
in  the  lodes  comprise  minerals  and  combinations  of  minerals  that  differ  in  different 
places.  In  the  following  section  will  be  described  the  larger  structural  features  of 
the  lead  and  silver  shoots  as  a  whole. 

The  general  structure  o'  lodes  in  Bingham  differs  greatly  not  onl}-  in  different 
lodes  but  in  different  portions  of  the  same  lode.  All  the  lodes  are  characterized 
by  a  zone  of  shattered,  crushed,  or  finely  comminuted  ** country,''  2  to  15  feet  in 
width,  that  is  traVersed  by  two  or  more  pay  streaks.  They  may  be  grouped,  accord- 
ing to  their  character,  their  composition,  and  the  distribution  of  the  streaks,  into 
three  main  types.  These  types  are  based  upon  structures  shown  by  portions  of  the 
Silver  Shield,  Last  Chance,  and  Ferguson  (Nast  mine)  lodes. 

The  Silver  Shield  lode  exhibits  a  characteristic  structure  which  is  represented 
in  fig.  4.     A  zone  of  fracture  about  3  feet  in  width  #ccurs  along  a  contact  between 
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quortzite  and  moDZonite  and  includes  a  p'WtioD  of  either  wall  of  ib^  contact  oo  either 
side.  Along  the  fissure  which  lies  to  one  side  of  the  median  line  of  the  lode  estetida 
a  narrow  band  of  barren  black  gouge — apparrady  altered  porphjry.  Betreea  ihcs 
and  the  unbroken  country  rock  lies  crushed  and  altered  porphyry  on  one  side,  and 
xhattered,  brecciated  quartztte  on  the  other.  Each  of  these  types  of  fractuRd  rock 
is  traversed  by  rich  "  pay  streaks"  of  lead  and  silver  ore.  Xo  connection  between 
the  streaks  was  observed,  nor  did  any  coastant  relation  of  size  of  streak  or  value  of 

ore  to  character  of  countiy 
9^K^^*^I     appear. 

-\nother  form  of  this  type 

is   seen   where   the    fracture 

z(jne    narrows    to    a    fissure 

and  contains  a  ^n^e  ' '  pay 

streak "  —  a     normal     vein. 

This    is    a    local     phase    in 

several  lodes  and  was  clearly 

shown  in  the  Nast  mine  along 

a   portion   of    the   Ferguson 

lode.     A  hssure  is  bounded 

by  altered  monzonite  which 

^ves  way.  a  short  distance 

from  the  fissure,  to  relatively 

fresh  monzonite.    Within  the 

fissure  hes  a  rich,  s-inch  pay 

streak  of  lead  and  silver  ore. 

A  third  type  b  found  in 

the  Xo.  7  and  Last  Chance 

lodes.  Last  Chance  mine.     It 

is  characterized  by  wide  zones 

of     fractured,     altered    por- 

j)h}T>-  that  are  traversed  by 

thin     quartz    veinlets    with 

1  "T  uiv  til  ihcir  (.-ores,  by  irregular  streaks  and  patches  of  gouge,  and  by  some- 

\it;:ui>  /tiiu«a  iniuerdlized  with  seams  and  bunches  of  black-jack,  pyrite.  and 

I      'I'liii.--  tilt'  Nu.  7  lo<Ie  was  an  s-foot  zone  of  fractured,  seamed,  and  leanly 

.ili/.i'.l   |ii>i|ihyn'.  limited    by  two  well-defined  planes  of   movement.     Just 

111  I  111'   Imut^in;;;  wall   occurs  a  zone.  2i   feet  wide,  containing  many  strong 

"1  Miuk-jtitk  tiud  pyiite:  and  on  the  foot  wall  galena,  pyrite,  and  zinc,  with 

]..  i.-i'il  <|imnziti-  nititeriat,  (K-cur  in  bands  in  an  irregular  12-inch  streak  and 

..iiiil  li-n.iia.      Between  these  two  pay  portions  of  the  lode  the  porphyry  ifl    • 
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seamed  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  lode  by  innumerable  quartz  veinlets,  reaching 
in  places  2  inches  in  width,  whose  centers  may  be  closed  and  barren,  or  open, 
bordered  by  quartz  crystals,  and  partially  filled  with  grains  of  sphalerite  or  pyrite. 

In  other  instances  a  lode  may  be  filled  with  a  succession  of  bands  of  barren 
material  and  pyrite  or  galena  streaks  unsymmetrically  distributed.  This  form  of 
occurrence  is  not  uncommon  and  was  noted  in  the  Galena  and  Last  Chance  lodes. 
When  such  lodes  have  been  deformed  by  movement  along  the  plane  of  the  lode  they 
sometimes  take  on  an  imbricated  structure.  Lenses  of  rich  ore  banded  by  highly 
poUshed  surfaces  lie  one  above  the  other.  This  structure  is  frequently  found  in 
exploiting  lodes.  On  breaking  through  a  clean,  well-polished  wall  it  proves  to  be 
only  a  *^ false''  wall  inclosing  good  pay.  Other  forms  of  postmineral  movement 
that  are  very  common  in  Bingham  disturb  the  regularity  of  the  type  structures  by 
producing  innumerable  minor  faults  within  lodes. 

Although  values  are  reported  to  lie  upon  the  foot  wall  in  some  places,  they 
are  stated  to  be  confined  to  the  hanging  wall  in  others.  In  the  Ferguson  lode  a 
rich  pay  streak  left  the  foot  wall,  crossed  the  lode  in  an  oblique  direction,  and  hugged 
the  hanging  wall.  In  short,  the  usual  structures  of  veins  and  lodes  are  exhibited 
in  Bingham,  including  simple  veins,  groups  of  two  or  more  parallel  pay  streaks, 
anastomosing  pay  streaks,  and  a  number  of  veinlets  traversing  zones  of  crushed 
country  rock.     Values  may  lie  at  either  wall  or  at  any  other  portion  of  a  lode. 

STRUCTURE    OF   ORES. 

Each  type  of  ore,  the  copper  ore  in  limestone  and  the  lead  and  silver  ore  in 
lodes,  exhibits  characteristic  structures.  Certain  of  these  structures,  and  the 
relations  of  the  principal  ore-forming  minerals,  will  be  briefly  described,  and  an 
attempt  will  be  made  to  determine  the  relative  dates  of  formation  of  the  chief 
minerals  of  the  lode  ores. 

Structure  of  copper  ores, — The  large  bodies  of  cupriferous  pyrite  have  a  massive 
structure  and  are  compact  and  homogeneous.  Sometimes  the  metal  occurs  in  the 
form  of  fine,  even  grains;  at  others  the  grains  are  larger  and  less  compact.  Thus  in 
the  Iron  stope,  Old  Jordan  mine,  the  low-grade  copper-bearing  pyrite  is  even,  fine 
grained,  and  massive.  wSmall,  irregular  patches  of  clialcopyrite,  and  occasionally 
of  pyrrhotite,  are  scattered  through  these  masses.  And  rarely  is  it  possible  to 
obtain  a  sizable  sample  of  such  ore  which  does  not  show  some  imperfectly^  formed 
crA^stals  of  pyrite. 

Masses  of  low-grade  cupriferous  pyrite  are  frequently  penetrated  by  innu- 
merable small,  irregular  cavities  lined  with  clusters  of  minute,  imperfect  pyrite 
crystals.  Samples  honeycombed  by  these  small  cavities  present  a  light,  cavernous 
aspect  which  is  highly  characteristic  of  copper  ore  in  limestone.  Analogous  to  this 
structure  is  a  honeycombed  structure  frequently  observed  in  altered  silicified  lime- 
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Hton^'Jn  which  th#./"avi*i#>w  b*«*r  .Viirjitrf»arir!;A4r'*«iAr'-z«*rr-raL-.  Theoi 
i.n  4:U'Hslv  itTf^.^'rvf^l .  ary!  t::^  -iz^  *j{  rhe  -in".**!  '^avizit*?-  rarii*:?  TfV-itt»irjiti«!ailv  with  che 
thickn^T^-!  of  rh^r  f/^ii-;  or  iarr.irijp.  The  'Ssuic^^^iis  2»iiii  -jn?  •>ihibits  a  ainiilAr  dmsj 
htnjrturft,  Thf*  fnvitlfrr  in  »:Ki='  qiarrz  t>*rar  rrr-rA*>.  ±nd  zrt^ieikzlj  are  h^AvilT 
Htairu'd  with  hla/^k  ari'i  hrjxri  f<^rr4  2r-r-w'i.-  TfjAzr^T.  TrarLSiti^vn.  ?tA^e:g  siaj  be 
\}fiwo4ru  i\ti'  horifrycornri^r'I  o-iArtz.  tri»>  '■iii*:»=^'*;.^  ^':»iri  --ffe??.  iziii  tLe  «lmav  copper  •>( 
Thr*n»  is  little*  doriht  tS&t  rr.*-  -rri-Mri^  L-  dui>  lo  rhe  dilferenoe  in  Ti>lunie  ^rf 
the  ori^rinal  mat** rial  and  thf-  -*=<:« >ndary  mAt^nAl-  .Vn  excellent  specimen  of  the 
dnisy  f^old  or^*  wa*  found  in  rh*r  Old  J-/rdan.  and  ohArai'teriscie  exAmpies  of  the 
honfyr'onihf'd  quartz  and  drx-y  copp^'r  ore  were  orjti4ir*.Hl  in  the  Fortune 
(PI.  XXXIII,. 

Some  iKTurrencffs  of  .^nlphid^  copper  or^  arej:hara«^*erized  by  a  r<ji#rii</'>-^A 
structurf.  Saniplf^  of  "itft^.ftf-k  '^re  "  from  Xo.  i  level.  Ili^Jand  Boy  mine? at  the 
upper  limit  of  sulphide  ore.  exhibit  an  irregular,  thinly  Ian;iindted  ^tnienire.  This 
is  empha.sized  by  systetiiatic  differences  in  t.he  srrain  *>f  the  ore  and  a  correspi^Diling 
banding  in  its  brilliant  y*i>l'>rine.  Tlie  rtrKtiire  ro:i2hly  simulates  that  of  a  normal 
mira-schist;  the  itattenefl  <^:^)fr-:  of  cKaloMpyrite  are  comparable  to  individual 
scales  of  mica  in  their  form  and  in  their  general  orientation,  which  is  parallel  to 
the  plane  of  schL^tosity.  Tnder  the  micn^^ope  the  crrain.s  are  seen  to  be  chale»>- 
pyrite  inclosing  occasional  area.-*  of  pyrite  and  intimately  a.Ts.s«>ciateii  with  secnndary 
quartz.  These  grains  liave  Miffere<l  alteration  al-ing  -in^rle  cracks  and  alon^  belts 
of  irregular  anastomosing  cracks.  BIa<^k  ^<»pper-?*ulphide  ore  within  zijnes  of 
movement  displays  a  like  structure.  Acc<^»rdingly  it  seems  ^uite  probable  that  this 
pseudo-schistose  structure  in  sulphide  copper  ores  has  been  induced  by  crushing 
and  shearing. 

The  black  sulphide  copper  ore^  riisplay  stnictures  similar  to  those  of  the  original 
sulpliides,  namely,  massive,  granular,  dni.sy  or  cavernous,  and  pseudt>-scbist06e. 
In  some  instances  the  black  ore  f>ccurs  a.^  a  very  finely  divided,  dry.  sooty  powder* 
whon  it  may  In?  descrilxrd  as  fyiwdent-  or  pulverulent. 

Stnu'turt  of  (he  brtU  ort^. — The  pay  streaks  in  hxJes  are  characterized  by  a 
t'^ciieml  i)aniled  structure.  These  bands  are  without  distinct  boundaries,  and  are  onlv 
rou*;hl\  delineil.  They  include  preclominant  mineral  portions  of  other  constituents. 
Ahhough  this  structure  is  in  no  wise  to  be  compared  with  the  normal  "crustified" 
.iiiicluro  M>  sharply  marked  in  many  districts,  it  does  present  in  a  large  way  a 
Iwiiith'tl   character. 

I  he  hands  trenil  with  the  streak,  though  locally  they  may  fade  out.  or  unite 

wiih  Mihd.N,  or  dcveh>p  into  bunches.     They  vary  in  width  from  delicate  plates 

(..  iitM\  V  strums  of  i^'alena  2  to  3  inches  thick,  and  they  vary  greatly  in  number — 

:  ..III  I  hiiM'  lo  live,  seven,  nine,  etc..  according  to  the  degree  of  refinement  exercised 

.    '  >ii-it    .ef>anition,  live  being  perhaps  the  most  common  number.     In  cases  where 
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the  banding  becomes  so  irregular  and  so  poorly  defined  as  to  be  unrecognizable  the 
structure  might  be  termed  massive  or  uniform. 

A  typical  form  assumed  bv  these  banded  streaks  is  shown  bv  a  pav  streak 
from  the  Silver  Sliield  lode  (PI.  XXIV).  Fairly  defined  bands  lie  adjacent  to 
either  wall,  3ymmetrically  distributed  with  respect  to  the  core;  rather  poorly 
defined  zones  of  two  or  more  minerals  occur  next  within  and  mark  the  transition 
to  a  core  composed  almost  entirely  of  a  single  mineral.  Stringers  and  lobes  fre- 
quently extend  into  this  core  or  central  band  from  either  side  (see  PI.  XXV,  B). 
This  is  seen  in  the  Silver  Shield,  P'erguson,  Queen,  and  other  lodes. 

The  minerals  which  compose  these  bands  occur  in  massive,  crystalline,  and 
semicrystalline  form.  Thus  galena  may  be  massive,  cleavable,  or  fine  granular. 
Chalcopj'Tite  is  commonly  massive,  and  pyrite  massive  or  crystalline.  Sphalerite 
under  certain  conditions  is  found  crystallized,  but  it  is  usually  massive.  Tetrahe- 
drite  is  almost  universally  massive.  Calcite  is  fountl  finely  crvstallized  in  the 
form  of  marble.  When  v^gs  occur  at  the  center  of  calcite  cores  they  are  lined 
with  well-developed  calcite  crystals.  Quartz  occurs  massive,  semicrystalhzed, 
and  in  perfectly  terminated  crystals. 

Postmineral  movement  on  or  within  a  pay  streak  tends  to  break  these  bands 
and  thus  to  confuse  the  normal  banded  structure.  The  fragments  separated  by 
shattering  may  be  reunited  by  secondary  deposition,  and  the  cracks  opened  by  the 
movement  are  filled  with  secondary  (juartz  or  calcite.  This  secondary  structure 
produced  by  shattering  and  recementation  has  been  termed  ' '  brecciated  struc- 
ture.''"  It  is  not  an  important  or  conmion  structure  in  Bingham,  but  examples 
are  known  in  the  Robbie,  Galena,  Ferguson,  and  other  lodes. 

Paragenesis  of  minerals  composing  the  lode  ores, — The  relative  positions  of 
bands  of  minerals  in  pa}^  streaks  have  commonly  been  accepted  as  proving  posi- 
tively the  relative  dates  of  their  deposition.  The  conclusions  Reached  have  been 
based  upon  the  assumption  that  in  the  deposition  of  minerals  withui  an  open 
space,  as  a  fissure,  the  earliest  would  be  laid  immediately  upon  the  walls  of  the 
open  space,  that  the  next  succeeding  would  fall  next  within  and  upon  the  earlier 
mineral,  and  thus  the  minerals  would  be  deposited  in  regular  chronologic  succes- 
sion inward,  so  that  the  latest  would  be  deposited  at  the  innermost  part.  Facts 
obtained  in  recent  years  regarding  the  possibility  of  ore  deposition  during  more 
than  one  period,  and  regarding  the  character  and  effects  of  secondary  enrichment, 
tend  greatly  to  decrease  the  significance  of  crustified  structure.  Yet  crustification 
is  not  without  evidential  value;  indeed,  in  the  light  of  a  full  understanding  of  some 
still  unsolved  problems  it  may  possess  added  significance,  and  therefore  the 
general  facts  will  be  stated. 

♦I  KanBome,  F.  L.,  A  report  on  the  economic  geology  of  the  Silvcrton  quadrangle,  Colorado:  Bull.  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey  No. 
182,  p.  91. 
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Examination  of  many  pay  streaks  underground  and  in  hand  specimens  and 
study  of  thin  sections  of  ores  disclose  certain  general  features  of  superposition  of 
minerals.  In  a  majority  of  the  pay  streaks  in  Bingham,  bands  of  sphalerite  with 
associated  tetrahedrite  (gray  copper)  lie  on  the  outer  portion  of  the  streak,  adjacent 
to  the  walls;  calcite,  rhodochrosite,  or  quartz  lies  at  the  core  or  innermost  por- 
tion, and  pyrite  (with  galena)  and  galena  were  deposited  at  intermediate  dates,  in 
the  order  named  (see  PL  XXIV). 

^Vl though  this  general  order  holds  w^th  considerable  regularity  in  the  occurrences 
studied,  it  is  not  without  exceptions.  In  the  No.  5  lode.  Last  Chance  mine,  zinc 
occurs  not  only  in  its  usual  order  but  also  immediately  about  the  core  of  calcije. 
Quartz  and  calcite  appear  clearly  to  be  later  than  the  metals  (PL  XXV,  A,  B).  Yet 
in  a  sample  from  the  Nast  mine  (}uartz  crystals  project  from  the  wall  of  the  streak  into 
the  metallic  contents  (PL  XXV,  A).  And  in  the  numerous  veinlets  in  the  No.  7 
lode.  Last  Chance  mine,  the  walls  are  composed  of  quartz  crystals  which,  facing 
tow^ard  the  center,  bear  upon  their  planes  grains  of  sphalerite  (black-jack).  Again, 
the  usual  calcite  core,  as  found  in  pay  streaks  from  the  Ferguson,  Benton,  Silver 
Shield,  and  other  lodes,  is  not  constant.  A  heavy  ])and  of  galena  fills  the  median 
portion  of  pay  streaks  from  the  Silver  Shield  and  Benton  lodes  at  other  points. 
Occasionally  the  band  of  tetrahedrite  (freibergite)  is  Umited  almost  entirely  to  one 
side. 

In  an  excellent  occurrence  of  enargite  in  the  Commercial  mine  that  mineral  is 
seen  to  be  later  than  pyrite.  A  rare  specimen  obtained  by  E.  A.  Wall  in  developing 
the  Kempton  shows  that  tetrahedrite  is  later  than  the  crystals  of  pyrite  and  chalco- 
p^Tite  (sec  PL  XXXVIII,  B).  Similarly  the  black  sulphides  of  copper  appear  to  be 
later  than  the  original  sulphides,  pyrite  and  chalcopyrite. 

GENERAL   SUMMARY. 

The  ore  at  Bingham  occurs  in  vein,  bedded,  and  disseminated  deposits.  Vein 
deposits  of  argentiferous  lead  ore  fill  fissures  which  traverse  all  rocks.  Bedded 
deposits  of  copper  ore  occiu*  in  limestone.  Disseminated  copper  ore  is  restricted 
to  monzonitic  intrusives.  The  age  of  the  sedimentary  country  rock  is  upper  Car- 
boniferous, and  that  of  the  intrusives  is  between  Carboniferous  and  late  Tertiary. 
This  country  rock  is  younger  than  that  which  incloses  the  principal  ore  bodies  at 
Tintic,  Alta,  and  Mercur  and  older  than  that  which  incloses  the  principal  deposits  at 
Park  City. 

Country  rock. — The  veins  are  widest  in  limestone  and  in  shales  that  contain 
calcareous  and  carbonaceous  matter.  The  large,  bedded  deposits  occur  within 
massive,  marbleized  limestones  along  particular  beds  in  the  vicinity  of  intrusives. 
Contact  metamorphic  minerals  are  intimately  associated  with  some  of  this  copper 
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ore.     Monzonitic  intrusives  inclose  productive  veins  and  also  contain  disseminated 
auriferous  copper  ore. 

Deformation. — Fissuring  is  the  most  important  form  of  deformation  in  Bing- 
ham. It  occurred  after  the  period  of  intnision  and  at  three  successive  periods,  in 
northeast -southwest,  northwest  -southeast,  and  northeast  -southwest  directions. 
Strong  northeast-southwest  fissures  were  developed  before  ore  deposition,  and 
afforded  channels  for  mineral-bearing  solutions  and  open  spaces  for  ore  bodies  which 
formed  in  and  adjacent  to  them.  On  the  northwest-southeast  and  secondary  north- 
east-southwest fissures,  the  ore  bodies  are  faulted.  Displacement  may  be  in  any  direc- 
tion; it  rarely  exceeds  150  feet,  and,  excepting  minor  faults,  averages  between  50  and 
100  feet.  The  strongest  and  most  continuous  northeast-southwest  fissures  are  the 
most  likely  to  be  productive. 

Ore  shoots. — In  bedded  deposits  ore  shoots  are  in  the  form  of  flat  lenses.  They 
usually  dip  roughly  with  the  bedding  and  pitch  moderately.  In  fissures  under 
shale  hanging  walls  the  shoots  are  usually  sinuous  cliimneys  which  descend  in  the 
plane  of  the  fissure  with  a  steep  pitch.  In  fissures  which  pass  between  limestone 
walls  the  veins  frequently  expand  into  shoots  which  pitch  parallel  to  the  bedding  of 
the  inclosing  walls.  The  disseminated  copper  ore  in  intrusives  is  restricted  to  frac- 
tured areas. 

Structure  of  ore. — The  bedded  deposits  generally  show  a  massive  banding  which 
is  continuous  with  the  bedding  of  the  inclosing  countrj^  rock.  The  ore  composing 
these  bands  is  massive  and  granular.  The  veins  show  a  rough  banding,  parallel  to 
the  walls  of  the  fissures.  The  bands  are  not  sharply  defined,  but  the  mineral  of  one 
band  is  irregularly  intergrown  with  that  of  adjacent  bands.  The  distribution  of 
these  bands  indicates  the  following  general  order  of  deposition  from  older  to  younger: 
Sphalerite  and  tetrahedrite;  pyrite  and  galena;  calcite,  quartz,  rhodochrosite,  and 
barite. 

Extent  of  ore  bodies. — Neither  the  vein  nor  bedded  deposits  have  yet  been 
bottomed.  Shoots  of  copper  ore  frequently  assume  great  size.  Some  are  several 
hundred  feet  in  length  along  their  strike,  nearly  200  feet  in  thickness,  and  have  been 
followed  downward  continuously  several  hundred  feet.  The  grade  of  their  ore 
gradually  decreases  with  depth,  but  a  considerable  tonnage  ma}'  be  mined  before 
the  ore  passes  below  commercial  limit.  The  veins  become  much  smaller,  with 
increase  of  depth,  but  more  uniform  in  size  and  value.  Their  extent  in  depth  is 
improved. 

In  brief,  sulphide  copper  ore  occurs  in  large  lenticular  shoots  along  beds  in 
marmorized  limestone  in  the  vicinitv  of  fissures  and  intrusives.  Smaller  but  more 
uniform  veins  of  argentiferous  lead  ore  traverse  all  rocks,  are  largest  in  limestone, 
and  most  numerous  in  the  vicinitv  of  intnisives. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

GEXE8IS  OF  THE  ORES. 

IXTRODUCTIOX. 

An  explanation  of  the  origin  of  ore  is  credible  in  so  far  as  it  is  a  reasonable 
acientitic  interpretation  of  facts.  It  is  true  in  the  degree  with  which  it  ac<?ords  with 
facts.  Beyond  that  limit  it  is  speculation,  which  may  or  may  not  be  true.  Most 
explanations  embrace  some  absolute  truths  and  some  speculation.  For  the  benefit 
of  readers  whose  interests  are  essentially  of  a  commercial  nature,  as  well  as  for  the 
information  of  those  whose  interests  lie  in  the  purely  scientific  aspects  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  is  desirable  that  these  two  types  of  statements  be  clearly  distinguished,  to 
the  end  that  each  may  carry  only  its  due  import. 

In  the  two  preceding  chapters  the  facts  observed  regarding  the  character  and 
occurrence  of  the  ores  have  been  described.  In  the  present  chapter  these  are 
reviewed  in  the  light  of  their  bearing  upon  the  deposition  of  the  ores.  This  evidence 
ap{M>ars  to  pn^ve  the  general  genetic  relations  of  the  ores  beyond  reasonable  doubt, 
though  it  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  the  precise  connection  between  certain  minor 
featurt>s.  The  following  inijuir}'.  then,  is  an  attempt  to  explain  the  probable  genesis 
of  the  ores  in  Bingham  as  apparently  indicated  by  observed  facts. 

The  tield  of  these  explanations  may  be  closely  limited.  Conclusions  of  special 
commercial  import,  as  well  as  of  scientific  bearing,  regarding  the  immediate  sources 
of  the  ore  and  the  causes  of  their  dep>osition.  are  attainable,  hut  the  ultimate  source 
of  the  ores  and  even  the  events  which  immediately  antedated  their  deposition  are 
unknown.  Any  specific  discussion  of  these  must  be  largely  speculative.  Accord- 
ingly,  consideration  of  the  probable  origin  of  these  several  types  of  ore  will  be  directed 
mainlv  toward  a  determination  of  their  immediate  source  and  the  manner  of  their 
dejH^ition. 

DitTerences  in  the  composition,  structure,  and  geologic  occurrence  of  the  ore 
signify  differences  in  the  manner  in  which  they  a;s^uu>ed  their  present  character. 
Th\is  the  gramUar  copper  ore  disseminated  thnnigfa  piuphyry  differs  ets^sent tally  (rom 
tlie  extensive  lenses  of  massive  copper  ore  that  iHxnur  in  metamorphosed  limestone^ 
and  each  of  these  types,  again,  is  characteristically  unlike  the  seams  of  banded  k«d 
and  silver  ore  in  fissures.  In  considering  their  immediate  souree  the  oies  wiD  be 
taken  up  in  three  general  classes :  (>ry  m  porpk^ry.  on  in  j&mfiY««  and  oty  ia  Itm^^ttoM. 
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The  evidence  afforded  by  the  mode  of  occurrence  of  the  ores  is  weighed  for  indica- 
tions as  to  the  origin  of  the  ores,  and  in  view  of  their  special  significance  two 
features  which  were  briefly  stated  in  connection  with  the  occurrence — namely 
metamorphism  in  Umestones  and  alteration  of  porphyry  adjacent  to  lodes — are 
discussed  fiu'ther.  The  periods  and  dates  of  mineralization  are  considered  and 
superficial  alteration  of  original  ores  by  surface  waters  is  then  taken  up.  In  view 
of  the  commercial  significance  this  action  possesses  in  the  enrichment  of  the  ore 
which  constitutes  the  mainstay  of  present  mining  activity  at  Bingham,  this  super- 
ficial alteration  is  discussed  in  some  detail.  Conclusions  regarding  occurrence, 
composition,  and  genesis  of  the  ores  which  have  been  reached  in  the  preceding 
pages  are  subsequently  applied  to  specific  commercial  problems  of  exploration  and 
exploitation. 

GENESIS   OF   COPPER   ORE    IX    PORPHYRY. 

The  Bingham  district  is  located  about  an  area  of  intrusives;  the  ore  bodies 
occur  in  their  immediate  vicinitv,  and  no  ore  is  known  to  have  been  found 
before  they  came  in:  accordingly  these  intrusions  evidently  directly  affected  the 
generation  of  ore.  Three  broad  possible  inferences  are  obvious,  namely,  (1) 
that  the  magma,  as  a  carrier,  brought  in  the  metallic  constituents  in  their  present 
form  at  the  time  of  its  own  introduction:  (2)  that  the  magma  introduced  material 
which  has  been  subsequently  altered,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  extraneous 
elements,  to  the  present  metals:  and  (S)  that  it  induced  directly  or  indirectly  the 
formation  of  metallic  products  in  adjacent  rocks.  Each  of  these  possibilities  will 
be  considered  in  succession  under  the  following  heads:  Origin  of  copper  ore  in 
igneous  rock,  origin  of  the  lode  ores,  origin  of  copper  ore  in  limestone. 

In  order  to  simplify  the  immediate  inquiry  regarding  the  first  possibility, 
consideration  of  all  ores  in  igneous  rocks  which  are  clearly  of  secondary  origin  will 
be  eliminated;  then  the  occurrence  of  such  pyrite  and  chalcopyrite  in  igneous 
rock  as  may  be  of  doubtful  origin  will  be  examined  for  e\idence  on  the  question  of 
the  primary  origin  of  metallic  sulphides. 

In  considering  the  occurrence  of  copper  ore  in  igneous  rocks  two  general  types 
were  recognized,  namely,  impregnations  of  only  the  immediate  walls  of  normal 
ore-bearing  fissures,  and  dissemination  through  extensive  masses  of  altered  igneous 
rock,  monzonite.  The  former  is  characterize<l  by  narrow  zones  of  cupriferous, 
granular,  and  semicrystalline  pyrite,  which  is  present  most  abundantly  at  fissures, 
gradually  decreases  in'  amount  away  from  them,  and  fades  out  u-ithin  a  short 
distance.  This  alteration  and  pyritization  of  the  porphyry  immediately  adjacent 
to  normal  fissures  is  so  clearlv  incident  to  the  formation  of  the  lodes  that  its  con- 
sideration  will  naturally  he  taken  up  in  connection  with  the  explanation  of  the 
origin  of  the  ore  in  fissures.     The  disseminated  copper  ore,  however,  has  not  been 
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observed  to  l>e  associated  with  normal  ore-bearing  fissures.  The  nearest  approach 
to  that  type  is  seen  in  tliin  veinlets  of  quartz  that  fill  parting  planes  in  the  porphyry 
and  exhibit  a  pseudtK^rustifieil  structure,  wliich  simulates  vein  filling.  Accord- 
ingly, in  certain  significant  characteristics,  these  disseminated  ores  appear  to  form 
a  separate  type.  The  pyrite  in  the  altered  monzonite  adjacent  to  ore-bearing 
fissures  is  clearly  secondary.  On  the  other  hand,  the  manner  in  which  the  grains 
of  pyrite  and  chalcopyrite  were  formed  and  evenly  disseminated  through  extensiTc 
masses  of  monzonite  is  not  so  apparent.  Thus  the  immediate  inquiry-  resolves 
itself  into  the  question  whether  the  valuable  metals  disseminated  through  the 
monzonite  entered  upon  their  present  state  at  the  time  of  the  igneous  invasions, 
or  subsequently,  through  secondary"  agencies. 

General  observations  on  ores  in  igneous  rock. — Before  the  specific  evidence  afforded 
at  Bingham  is  considered,  it  is  pertinent  briefly  to  review  present  opinion  as  to 
the  origin  of  ore  in  igneous  nx^ks.  Vogt.  the  abje  investigator  of  this  mode  of 
ore  generation,  has  pointed  out  that  * '  ore  deposits  formed  by  simple  magmatic 
differentiation  are  confessedly  infrequent.* '  He  assigns  to  this  origin  the  following 
deposits: 

**(1)  The  occurrences  of  titanic  iron  ores  in  basic  and  intermediate  eruptives, 
perhaps  also  of  iron  ores  in  acid  eruptives:  (2)  those  of  chromite  in  peridotite  and 
their  secondary  serpentines  (and  also,  according  to  J.  H.  Pratt,  those  of  corundum 
in  the  peridotite  of  North  Carolina) :  (3)  a  number  of  deposits  of  sulphide  ores, 
particularly  the  nickeliferous  pyrrhotites  occurring  in  gabbro  (at  Sudbury.  Canada, 
Lancaster  Gap.  Pa.,  and  many  places  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  Varallo.  in 
Piedmont):  (4)  according  to  some  authorities,  the  auriferous  pyrites  of  Rossland, 
British  Columbia:  (o)  according  to  B.  Lotti,  the  high-grade  copper  ores  occurring 
in  serpentinized  peridotites  in  Tuscany  and  Liguria.  northern  Italy  (for  instance, 
at  Monte  Catini),  and  analogous  occurrences  in  other  regions:  (6)  the  occurrence 
of  metallic  nickel  iron  (without  economic  value)  in  eruptive  rocks:  (7)  those  of 
the  platinum  metals  in  highly  basic  eruptive  rocks."' 

Of  these  occurrences  only  three  afford  sufficient  copper  to  warrant  th«r  coft- 
sideration  as  copper  ores — the  nickeliferous  pyrrhotites  at  Sudbury,  the  sulphide 
copper  ores  at  Rossland.  British  Columbia,  and  the  high-grade  copper  ores  of  north- 
ern Italy.  Recent  microscopic  studies  of  these  ores  have  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  whole  weight  of  evidence  points  to  the  secondary  formation  of  the  Sud- 
bury ore  bodies  as  replacements  along  crushed  and  fractured  zones.^  The  aurifer- 
ous pyritic  ores  of  Rossland.  British  Columbia,  have  been  studied  by  Messrs.  King/ 
Raymond.  Lindgren.'^  and  others,  and  determined  to  be  a  later  replacement  of  the 
igneous  country  rock.     The  rich  copper  ores  in  northern  Italy  are  largely  chal- 
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PLATE    XXVI. 

PIIOTOMICRCXJRAPIIS  OF  FRESH  AND  OF  DECOMPOSED  MINERALIZED  MONZONITE. 

A.  Typical  nioiizonite  of  Biiigham.  (Sp.  Xo.  117  (47).  With  analyzer,  X48.)  From  Tribune  tunnel, 
Telegraph  mine.  Fine-grained,  granular  to  subporphyritic  structure.  Augite  (A),  biotite  (B),  and  ortho- 
clane  fomi  chief  constituents.  The  inclosing  areas  are  almost  entirely  feldspathic,  including  both  orthoclase 
and  plagiocla^e,  ^inth  a  little  garnet.  Augite  u«  slightly  uralitized  (U).  The  small  black  areas  are  nearly  all 
magnetite,  but  a  few  are  grains  of  pyrite.     (See  PI.  XII,  A,  and  analysis  on  p.  178.) 

B.  Development  of  pyrite  in  altered  monzonite.  (Sp.  173  (48D).  With  analyzer,  X48.)  From  Eldo- 
rado shaft,  Boston  Consolidated  group.  Magnetite  and  original  biotite  are  absent,  and  pyrite  (P)  appears 
eml)edded  in  secondary  quartz  (Q)  associated  with  flo<'culent  aggr^ates  of  biotite  (B)  (probably  secondaiy). 
Feldspathic  constituents  have  gone  over  to  sericite  (F). 
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copper  is  disseminated  at  a  depth  throughout  the  porphjTy  and  occurs  most  abun- 
dantly in  areas  of  maximum  crushing,  siUcification,  and  alteration.  Such  general 
features  as  this  apparently  indicate  a  relation  between  quality  of  ore  and  degree 
of  opening,  alteration,  and  silicification,  and  suggest  that  the  metallic  contents 
reached  their  present  state  through  secondary-  agencies. 

Detailed  evidence  afforded  by  fresh  and  altered  monzonite,  both  in  hand  spec- 
imens and  in  thin  sections,  tends  to  confirm  this  conclusion  based  on  general  occur- 
rence. In  fresh,  slightly  unparted  specimens  of  monzonite,  pjTite  and  chalcopyrite, 
if  present,  occur  sparingly  within  the  mass  and  seem  to  be  almost  entirely  restricted 
to  parting  planes.  Examination  of  thin  sections  shows  that  the  chief  constituents 
named,  in  the  order  of  their  predominance,  are  orthoclase,  plagioclase,  augite, 
biotite,  and  a  little  hornblende  and  quartz.  The  biotite,  and  less  abundantly  the 
augite,  include  numerous  grains  of  a  dark-gray  metal,  which  is  probably  magnetite 
(PL  XXVI).  In  slightly  altered  monzonite  the  augite  shows  incipient  alteration 
on  its  margins  to  uralitic  hornblende,  the  biotite  appears  paler,  and  the  feldspar 
shows  passage  into  sericite.  A  specimen  of  highly  altered  monzonite  has  lost  the 
dark  color  and  compact  body  and  shows  instead  a  dull,  light-gray  color,  a  slightly 
porous  structure,  and  abundant  quartz  in  veinlets  and  in  blotches  upon  the  walls 
of  parting  planes.  Under  the  microscope  it  is  seen  that  the  proportion  of  acid  or 
salicfon  tents  to  the  ferromagnesian  or  femic  has  greatly  increased.  Conspicuous 
areas  of  grani^lar  quartz  are  numerous,  the  orthoclase  is  highly  sericitized,  and  the 
femic  minerals  are  represented  bj'  numerous  irregular  patches  of  small  individuals 
or  flakes  of  dense  brown  biotite.  The  quartz  and  sericite  are  clearly  secondary, 
and  though  no  direct  proof  of  the  age  of  the  biotite  has  been  foimd,  it  resembles 
secondary  biotite  and  may  be  secondary  also.  Magnetite,  excepting  occasional 
grains,  has  disappeared,  and  large  amounts  of  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite  are  present 
in  the  form  of  rounded  grains,  chains,  and  veinlets  embedded  in  secondarj^  quartz, 
flaky  biotite,  and  sericitized  feldspar  (PI.  XXVII).  From  the  above-stat'Cd  field 
observations  and  from  accordant  detailed  evidence,  it  would  appear  that  the  absence 
of  chalcopyrite  and  pjTite  in  unparted,  unaltered  monzonite,  their  abundant  occur- 
rence on  secondary  parting  planes,  and  their  intimate  association  with  sericitized 
feldspar,  a  biotite  of  possible  secondary  origin,  and  secondary  quartz,  show  that 
they  attained  their  present  state  considerably  later  than  the  intrusion  and  are  thus 
of  secondary  origin. 

Although  perfect  proof  can  hardly  be  expected,  it  seems  improbable  that  chey 
were  developed  and  deposited  in  their  present  state  without  the  introduction  of 
additional  elements  from  without  the  intrusive  mass.  The  observed  stages  of  meta- 
somatic  alteration  of  magnetite,  culminating  in  the  occurrence  of  minute,  ill-defined 
cores  of  magnetite  without  secondary  sulphides,  and  finally  in  the  total  disappear- 
ance of  magnetite,  indicate  one  source  of  the  iron  of  the  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite. 


PLATE  XXVII, 


169 


PLATE    XXVII. 

PHOTOMICROGRAPHS  OF  CHALCOPTRITE  DEVELOPING  IN   ALTERED  MONZONTTE. 

A.  Chaloopyrite  developing  in  secondary  quartz.  (Sp.  No.  171  (48  B).  With  analyzer.  X48.)  Fn)m 
dump  of  Eldorado  shaft,  Boston  Consolidated  group.  Magnetite  and  original  biotite  individuals  have  disap- 
peared. Chaloopyrite  (Ch)  has  developed  in  secondar}'  quartz  (Q).  Feldspathic  groundmass  has  altered 
to  sericite  (S). 

B.  Chaloopyrite  developing  in  biotite.  (Sp.  No.  170  (48  A).  With  analyzer,  X48.)  From  dump  of 
Eldorado  shaft,  Boston  Consolidated  group.  Original  constituents  and  structure  not  visible.  Irregular 
masses  and  chains  of  chaloopyrite  (Ch)  are  embedded  in  flaky  aggregates  of  dark-brown  mica  (B)  (probably 
secondaiy  biotite),  and  inteigrown  with  secondary  granular  quartz  (Q). 
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Additional  iron  was  doubtless  derived  from  original  aiigite  and  biotite.  Any  addi- 
tional sulphur  which  may  have  been  required  was  probabiy  supplied  from  without, 
perhaps  in  the  form  of  sulphurous  gases.  The  immediate  source  of  the  copper  and 
gold  remains  unproved.  If  any  of  the  pyrite  is  original,  some  of  each  of  these  other 
values  might  have  been  included  as  impurities,  but  the  large  remainder  can  hardly 
be  explained,  except  by  subsequent  introduction  from  without. 

The  demand  for  sulphur,  copper,  and  gold  by  such  subsequent  introduction 
raises  a  question  as  to  the  nature  of  their  carrier.  Evidence  on  tliis  point  is  found  in 
their  occurrence  and  the  probable  manner  of  alteration. 

The  areas  in  which  this  later  deposition  of  metaUic  sulphides  appears  to  have 
attained  its  maximum  are  characterized  by  innumerable  fractures,  joints,  and  other 
parting  planes  of  various  kinds.  They  are  regions,  then,  in  which  the  country  has 
been  broken  and  penetrated  by  minute  passageways.  Further,  the  ore  occurs  not 
as  distinct  seams  or  vemlets  filhng  narrow  crevices,  but  as  grains  disseminated 
throughout  the  altered  intrusive.  Accordingly ,  it  is  not  improl)able  that  the  trans- 
porting and  altering  agent  possessed  the  properties  of  an  aqueous  solution. 

The  probable  temperature  of  these  solutions  may  be  determined  by  criteria 
which  Lindgren  has  described.  Thus  he  finds  that  a  narrow  rim  of  calcite  or 
quartz  inclosing  crystals  of  pyrite  indicates  their  deposition  from  hot  waters  (hydro- 
thermal  metasomatism)."  He  gives  as  additional  characteristics  of  such  processes 
(hydrothermal  metasomatism)  the  development  of  sericite,  ''probably  the  most 
universal  of  all  minerals  forming  in  altered  rocks  near  fissures, ' ' ''  and  the  frequently 
observed  relation  between  the  development  of  sericite  and  of  (juartz.  Regarding 
this  relation  he  has  observed  that — 

'*  sericite  fonns  easily  and  abundantly  from  orthoclase  and  microchne  (with  equal 
ease  from  oligoclase,  andesine,  and  labradorite) ,  the  foils  and  fibers  developing  on 
cleavage  planes  and  cracks  until  they  inyade  the  whole  cr^'stal.  The  reaction  may 
be  chemically  expressed  as  follows,  water  containing  carbon  dioxide  being  the  only 
reagent  necessary: 

8K  Al  Si30,+H,0+CO,  =  KIL  Al,  (SiOj^+K;CO,+6SiO,. 

This  reaction  is  accompanied  by  a  considerable  reduction  of  volume,  the  sericite 
occupying  less  than  one-half  of  the  original  volume  of  the  orthoclase.  If  SiO, 
separates  as  quartz,  the  aggregate  volume  of  the  two  secondary  minerals  shows  a 
reduction  of  13  per  cent  from  the  volume  of  the  orthoclase.  Very  otten,  however, 
the  quartz  is  carried  away  in  solution,  to  be  deposited  in  neighboring  open  spaces.'^  ^ 

In    the    altered,    mineralized    monzonite    at    Bingham    these    criteria    were 

observed.     Thus  the  presence  of  quartz  rims  about  the  grains  of  pyrite  and  chal- 

a Lindgren,  WaWemar,  Gold-qiiartr.  veins  In  Novada  City  and  Grass  Valley:  Sevenlwnth  Ann.  Kept.  V.  S.  Geol.  Survey, 
pt.  8,  p.  95. 

^Lindgren,  Waldemar,  Metasomatic  processes  in  fl88un>  veinsi:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng..  1902. p. 527. 
« Idem,  p.  528. 
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copjTite  Is  common.  Sericitization  of  feldspars  is  pronoimced  (Pis.  XXVI,  B,  and 
XXVII.  A),  and  silicifiration  of  the  country  rock  and  reduction  in  its  volume  are 
perhaps  the  most  widespread!  and  noticeable  features  of  the  alteration.  In  the  light 
of  this  evidence,  and  in  view  of  the  requirement  that  some  of  the  gold,  copper, 
and  silver  should  have  lieen  derived  from  without,  it  seems  highly  probable  that  the 
hvdrous  srjlutions  were  hot.  In  brief,  the  evidence  tends  to  show  that  heated  hvdrous 
8^>lutions  altered  the  nx*k-making  and  metallic  minerals  constituting  the  igneous 
rock,  probably  introduced  copper,  gold,  and  sulphur,  and  at  that  time,  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  intrusion,  generated  the  later  metallic  minerals,  pyrite  and  chalcop\Tite. 

Superficial  alteration  of  disseminated  copper  ore  in  porphyry. — Recent  superficial 
alteration  has  followed  the  deposition  of  chalcopyrite  and  p\Tite.  Pyrite  about  its 
periphery  and  along  cracks  which  traverse  these  planes  may  be  seen  going  over  to 
limonite.  This  fact,  as  ol>ser\'ed  in  hand  specimens  of  gold  ores  and  described 
under  *  ^Su{>erficial  alteratitm"  (see  p.  211),  doubtless  explains  the  relative  enrich- 
ment of  g(Jd  values  proved  by  assays  to  exist  in  the  outer  or  surface  portions  of  test 
tunnels  in  thest»  copper-  and  gold-bearing  intrusives.  The  brilliant  tarnish  of  grains 
of  chalcopyrite  indicates  a  l>eginning  of  alteration,  and  thin  rims  of  a  dark  grayish- 
black  metal  alwut  chalcopyrite  obsen^ed  under  the  microscope  suggest  continuance 
of  that  process  and  replacement  by  black  copper  sulphide.  Although  the  illustra- 
tion fails  to  bring  them  out,  rims  of  a  blue-black  metallic  sulphide  occur  aroimd 
grains  of  chalcopjTite  in  the  thin  section  shown  in  one  of  the  photomicrographs 
(PL  XXVII,  B).  The  reason  for  the  decrease  in  assay  values  of  copper  along 
certain  open  and  water-bearing  fracture  zones  is  doubtless  to  be  found  in  the  well- 
known  fa<it  that  under  the  action  of  surface  waters  copper  suffers  rapid  alteration 
and  transportation. 

It  apjwars  then  that  in  the  disseminated  ores  in  igneous  rock  the  copper  metals 
were  deposited  by  hydrothemial  action  subsequent  to  the  date  of  igneous  intrusion, 
and  that  these  sulphides  are  now  undergoing  normal  superficial  alteration. 

GENESIS  OF  THE  LODE  ORES. 

The  lode  ores  differ  from  the  other  two  types  of  ores  in  mineralogical  com- 
position, geological  occurrence,  and  structure. 

In  composition  they  are  essentially  lead  and  silver  ores,  with  copper  and  gold 
in  minor  amounts;  both  the  other  types  are  essentially  copper  ores  with  minor  gold 
and  silver  values.  They  occur  within  strong,  clearly  defined  fracture  zones,  and 
traverse  all  rock  types;  each  of  the  other  ores  is  restricted  to  a  single  lithologic 
type,  and  neither  is  restricted  to  fissures.  For  structure,  they  show^  a  group  of 
relatively  parallel  pay  streaks,  each  with  marked  banded  distribution  of  minerals, 
entirely  unlike  the  granular,  disseminated  copper  ore  in  porphyry,  or  the  massive 
lenses  of  copper  ore  in  limestone. 
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On  these  broad  characteristics,  then,  the  lode  ores  appear  to  comprise  a  dis- 
tinct type  of  deposits,  and  thus,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  were  formed  m  a  distinct 
and  characteristic  manner. 

In  an  attempt  to  explain  the  manner  in  which  these  ores  were  probably  gener- 
ated their  mode  of  occurrence  is  concisely  reviewed,  broad  probabilities  are  briefly 
considered,  and  general  conclusions  are  drawn.  Problems  regarding  mamier  of 
deposition,  character  of  transporting  agent,  causes  of  deposition,  and  relation  of 
lodes  to  ores  in  Umestone  are  considered,  and  a  general  statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  ores  were  probably  formed  is  ofl'ered. 

Details  to  be  explained, — In  connection  with  the  study  of  the  origin  of  lode  ores, 
the  characteristics  of  their  occurrence  must  be  observ^ed  and  explained.  To  that 
end  certain  leading  characteristics  may  be  recalled  here.  Lode  ores  have  been 
found  throughout  the  district  in  country  rocks  of  all  lithologic  types  and  ages.  The 
most  intense  fracturing  indicated  by  the  principal  groups  of  lodes  has  been  dis- 
covered about  the  upper  portion  of  Bingham  Canyon,  above  Bear  Gulch,  and  in  the 
divide  between  the  head  of  Bingham  Canyon  in  the  upper  portion  of  Carr  Fork. 
Fissures  and  fracture  zones  trend  and  dip  without  apparent  system  in  every  direction. 
The  prevailing  trend  of  the  observed  lodes  is  northeast-southwest,  and  their  pre- 
vailing dip  is  toward  the  northwest.  As  regards  the  se(iuence  of  fracturing  and  the 
deposition  of  lode  ores,  it  appears  that  ore  deposition  was  preceded  by  Assuring  in 
northeast-southwest  (north-south)  directions,  and  followed  by  faulting  on  northwest- 
southeast  (east-west)  planes,  and  then  on  northeast-southwest  (east-west)  planes. 
In  extent,  fissures  and  fractures  have  been  found  to  continue  several  hundred  feet 
along  their  strike  and  dip,  through  every  kind  of  rock  in  the  region.  Their  mineral 
contents,  though  varying  and  pinching  locally,  have  not  been  proved  to  disappear 
permanently  in  either  direction.  The  strong  fissures  appear  to  be  the  most  exten- 
sive and  the  most  highly  mineralized.  LocaUzation  of  pay  occurs  in  both  dip 
fissures,  or  those  lying  in  the  normal  fissure  and  fracture  zone,  and  in  strike  fissures, 
or  those  lying  between  formations  or  beds.  Shoots  in  the  former,  however, 
as  in  the  Galena,  Last  Chance,  and  Silver  Shield  lodes,  though  doubtless  present, 
have  been  only  roughly  determined  as  such.  Lode  ores  of  the  latter  type,  as  in  the 
Winamuck,  Montezuma,  and  Fortune,  occur  in  definite  shoots,  with  a  sinuous  pitch 
in  the  first  and  southwestern  pitch  in  the  last  two.  A  significant  type  of  shoot  is 
found  in  the  sinuous  pencils,  pods,  or  chimneys  of  rich  silver  ore  which  stand  nearly 
upright  in  the  quartzite  walls  of  the  Winamuck,  Montezuma,  and  Tiewaukee.  The 
major  structure  of  the  lodes  is  characterized  by  a  banding  imparted  by  parallel  pay 
streaks  within  a  crushed  zone,  and  they  in  turn  are  made  up  of  separate  minerals  in 
massive  and  semicrystalline  form,  distributed  roughly  in  bands  with  ill-defined 
interlacing  boundaries.  Though  it  is  not  a  typical  ''crusted^'  or  ''crustified" 
structure,  a  general  sequence  of  minerals  from  wall  to  core  is  apparent  as  follows: 
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Sphalerite,  tetrahedrite.  pyrite  and  galena,  galena  and  calcite,  rhodochrosite  and 
quartz  cores.  In  brief,  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  origin  of  lode  ores  of 
Bingham  must  account  for  the  presence  of  lead,  silver,  and  copper  minerals  arranged 
systematically  in  rough  bands  in  pay  streaks  in  zones  of  fracturing  which  persistently 
traverse  every  type  of  the  coimtry  rock  in  a  generally  northeast-southwest  direction 
throughout  the  district. 

Character  of  deposition, — The  general  character  of  the  deposition  of  the  lode 
ores  is  indicated  in  part  by  the  form  of  the  ore  bodies,  by  the  structure  of  the  pay 
streaks^  and  by  the  structure  of  the  ore.  Thus  the  absence  of  typically  defined 
crustified  structure  and  characteristic  sharply  defined  bands  and  lines  of  infacing 
crystals  tends  to  indicate  that  the  ore  can  not  be  regarded  as  entirely  a  deposit 
formed  ^4thin  preexisting  open  spaces.  On  the  other  hand,  the  restriction  of 
these  lodes  to  practically  a  single  set  of  zones  of  strong  fracturing,  the  continuity 
of  the  breaks  regardless  of  their  contents,  the  unity  of  the  pay  streaks,  and  finally, 
the  roughly  banded  structure,  signify  that  the  fractures  existed  before  ore  deposi- 
tion and.  oflfered  partially  opened  spaces,  favorable  pathways  for  the  mineral- 
bearing  agent,  and  suitable  areas  for  ore  deposition.  The  rough  banding  and 
regular  successioa  of  the  minerals  composing  the  deposits  point  to  a  correspond- 
ing historical  succession  in  their  deposition,  and  the  occasional  presence  of  infacing 
ciystals  at  the  core  of  some  pay  streaks  t^nds  to  show  their  deposition  from  solution. 

The  extreme  irregularity  of  the  interlacing  boundaries,  however,  and  the 
presence  within  each  band  of  considerable  portions  of  the  other  constituents  in 
massive  or  crystalling  form,  make  the  precise  manner  of  deposition  somewhat 
doubtful.  Were  the  boundaries  sharp  and  the  minerals  definitely  restricted, 
normal  deposition  from  aqueous  solutions  at  successively  later  periods  would  be 
obvious,  but  such  intimate  association  as  the  intergrowth  of  knobs,  arms,  and 
lobes  of  pyrite  and  galena,  the  presence  of  galena  surroimding  and  interlacing 
with  semicrj'stalline  pyrite,  the  inter\v'eaving  of  sphalerite  and  galena,  and  the 
close  relation  between  sphalerite  and  tetrahedrite,  as  observed  in  the  principal 
pay  streaks,  raise  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  a  conception.  If  a  typical  crus- 
tified structure  ever  existed  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  present  structure 
was  formed,  unless  by  secondary  mineralization.  The  association  of  quartz  with 
the  pyrite,  the  apparent  crumpling  of  foils  of  galena  adjacent  to  the  semicrystalline 
particles  of  pyrite,  and  the  occasional  filamentous  character  of  these  strings  of 
pyrite  and  semicrj'^stalline  pyrite,  suggest  this  secondary  origin  for  some  of  the 
pyrite.  On  the  other  hand,  the  difficulty  of  conceiving  pyrite  to  crystallize  \^athin 
a  previously  solidified  metallic  vein,  and  the  intimate  relation,  the  interbanding 
and  penetration  of  the  other  minerals  one  with  another,  leave  much  unexplained 
on  the  basis  of  secondary  deposition.  And  the  lack  of  sharply  crustified  structiu^ 
and  the  intimate  association  of  the  various  minerals  suggest  deposition  of  the 
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minerals  under  conditions  which  would  permit  their  simultaneous  precipitation. 
Although  it  is  improbable  that  the  transporting  agent  possessed  the  physical 
qualities  of  a  magma,  it  is  believed  that  certain  magmatic  conditions  prevailed  in 
order  to  permit  the  deposition  of  the  several  metallic  minerals  apparently  contem- 
poraneously. 

Although  the  absence  of  perfectly  crustified  structure  thus  suggests  that 
deposition  was  not  solely  from  solution  upon  walls  of  open  spaces,  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  the  precise  character  and  extent  of  other  possible  activities.  The 
expansive  force  of  crystaUization  is  known  to  be  exceedingly  great.  That  much 
force  impelled  the  mineral-bearing  agent  may  be  judged  from  the  penetration  for 
considerable  distances  of  small  crevices  in  the  walls  by  minute  metallic  filaments. 
Similarly,  the  apparent  distortion  of  cleavage  plates  of  galena  by  pyrite  crystals 
indicates  the  exertion  of  great  force. 

Replacement  supplemented  both  deposition  in  partially  formed  spaces  and 
extension  by  crystallographic  and  other  impulses.  For,  in  numerous  instances, 
the  minerals  which  form  the  outer  wall  of  the  streaks,  and  thus  abut  against  the 
boimding  walls,  show  ''frozen''  contacts.  These  are  not  regular  planes,  but 
present  irregular  sinuous  siu-faces,  formed  by  portions  of  vein  matter  penetrating  the 
country  rock.  Thus,  examination  of  a  ' '  frozen ' '  contact  between  a  pay  streak 
in  the  Silver  Shield  lode  and  its  quartzite  wall  shows  metamorphism  of  the  quartz- 
ite  resulting  in  the  deposition  of  secondary  silica  and  partial  replacement  of  the 
quartzite  by  vein  matter.  The  extent  of  such  replacement  naturally  varies  with 
the  composition  of  the  wall,  and  doubtless  is  greatest  in  more  soluble  rock,  such 
as  Umestone.  This  is  proved  by  numerous  occurrences  in  this  camp  in  which 
veins  grow  wider  between  or  adjacent  to  limestone  walls.  Beyond  the  recog- 
nition that  this  was  a  common  but  relatively  limited  method  of  ore  deposition  in 
lodes,  the  further  consideration  of  replacement  will  be  deferred  until  the  discussion 
of  the  causes  of  ore  deposition  (see  p.  179). 

Finally,  evidence  was  obtained  which  appears  to  throw  some  light  on  the 
direction  of  movement  of  the  depositing  agent.  In  the  Neptune  mine,  and  in  the 
Story,  bands  of  ore  extend  vertically  within  fissures  and  spread  laterally  out  along 
beds  in  complete  continuity.  Again,  in  the  Neptune,  ore  rises  from  beds  into 
barren  hanging-wall  Umestone  in  the  form  of  narrow,  contracting  cliimneys. 
Similarly,  mineralizing  solutions  in  Umestone  appear  to  have  moved  upward.*  For  in 
one  clear  instance  mineralization  along  parting  planes  is  seen  to  have  extended  along 
Unes  which  branch  upward  in  arborescent  form  (see  fig.  6) .  Although  the  former 
examples  do  not  positively  prove  that  the  general  movement  was  upward — though 
the  inference  strongly  favors  that  conclusion — the  last  appears  to  point  definitely 
to  a  movement  of  mineralizing  solutions  in  an  upward  direction. 
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Charactf^r  o]  frariMp^rriing  agent. — The  physical  and  chemical  character  of  the 
a^ent  which  in trr>d need  the  Iride  ores  may  be  determined  by  the  character  of  its 
depf^its  and  the  infhjence  which  it  exerted  upon  the  wall  rock.  The  physical 
character  is  shown  by  the  attitudes  and  relations  in  which  the  ore  has  been  placed 
and  by  certain  effects  produced  in  the  course  of  its  introduction.  The  chemical 
character  is  indicated  by  the  chemical  composition  of  the  deposits  and  by  chemical 
interaction  l>etween  the  ore-Waring  s^>lutions  and  the  wall  rock. 

The  fxrcurrence  of  pay  streaks  in  thin,  attenuated  plates  along  very  close 
fiamires,  the  penetration  of  filamentous  crevices  by  pyrite  veinlets.  and  the  struc- 
ture of  the  pay  streaks,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  ores  were  deposited  from 
a  liquid  or  from  sr>me  material  that  possessed  the  general  properties  of  a  liquid^  and 
that  the  temperature  of  this  liquid  solution  was  probably  high.  Although  the 
evidence  indicating  an  upward  movement  bears  only  on  its  latest  course,  such 
movement  probably  began  at  a  sufficient  depth  to  insure  high  temperatiu^. 

The  chemical  character  of  the  transporting  liquid  can  not  be  precisely  stated, 
owing  to  the  later  depositions.  Recent  deposition,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  com- 
position of  druses,  core  linings,  and  gangues.  was  from  solutions  rich  in  carbon 
dioxide,  for  the  Nast  and  Ferguson  lodes  between  porphyry  walls  have  considerable 
cores  of  calcite.  The  Silver  Shield  streaks  show,  in  some  cases,  strong  interior 
bands  of  carbonate,  and  the  Queen  vein  carries  rhodochrosit^.  The  original 
solution,  to  have  afforded  such  a  body  of  sulphides  of  lead,  silver,  and  copper  was 
also  necessarily  rich  in  sulphur. 

The  metamorphism  of  w  alls  by  these  original  solutions  has  been  studied  in 
other  districts  with  great  care  and  with  significant  results.  In  Bingham  the  quartz- 
ite  walls  of  the  Silver  Shield  lode  show  metamorphism  by  addition  of  secondary 
silica  to  earlier  quartz  grains.  Satisfactory  opportunity  was  not  obtained  to  observe 
the  precise  effect  of  mineralizing  influences  exerted  through  one  of  the  great  fracture 
zones  upon  one  of  i\\e  limestone  walls.  The  effects  produced  by  mineralizing  solu- 
tions which  ascended  minor  fissures  in  limestone  were  observed  in  the  west  end  of 
the  Highland  Boy  mine.  Here  the  country  rock  inclosing  the  east- west  fissures  is 
a  coarsely  crystalline  marble,  and  the  walls  immediately  adjacent  to  the  fissures  are 
darkly  stained  and  impregnated  with  chalcopyrite,  pyrite,  and  specularite.  It  is 
known  that  active  replacement  of  limestone  by  metallic  minerals  occurred  adjacent 
to  the  iTtrong  lodes  in  limestone.  Accordingly,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  solution 
was  a  solvent  of  limestone,  probably  acid. 

An  excellent  opportunity  to  study  the  alteration  of  monzonite  walls  adjacent 
to  a  great  lode  was  found  in  the  Last  Chance  mine,  British  tunnel  level,  No.  1  drift, 
in  the  foot  wall  of  the  Last  Chance  lode.  Specimens  of  the  monzonite  foot  waU  were 
there  taken,  as  follows:  One  from  the  immediate  wall  of  the  lode^  another  at  a  dia- 
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tance  of  about  1  to  2  feet  awavfrom  the  lode,  and  another  from  the  freshest  monzonite 
observed  on  that  level.  Evidence  afforded  by  microscopic  and  chemical  study  of 
this  series  of  specimens  illustrates  the  various  degrees  of  alteration,  including  least, 
most,  and  intermediate  stages. 

The  mass  of  the  monzoni tic  country  rock  appears  to  be  relatively  fresh.  Adja- 
cent to  lodes,  slip  planes,  joints,  etc.,  it  becomes  bleached  and  decomposed,  and 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  lodes,  especially  along  parting  planes,  it  is  impregnated 
with  pyrite,  chalcopyrite,  and  probably  pyrrhotite,  and  highly  silicified.  The  fresh 
rock  is  the  normal  dark-gray  granular  intrusive  of  Bingham  monzonite,  showing 
ferromagnesian  silicates  and  feldspar,  silicified  and  mineralized  along  parting  planes 
and  slightly  impregnated  with  metallic  sulphides.  It  maintains  this  general  char- 
acter to  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  lode.  There  the  monzonite  appears, 
under  the  microscope,  to  be  slightly  bleached,  the  ferromagnesian  silicates, 
biotite  and  augite,  being  dulled  and  partially  altered.  This  general  character  is 
maintained,  with  only  a  slight  increase  in  alteration,  to  within  3  to  5  inches  of  the 
lode.  The  zone  which  immediately  borders  the  lode,  about  3  inches  wide,  shows 
two  parts,  that  away  from  the  lode  characterized  \yy  increased  bleaching  and  impreg- 
nation by  chalcopyrite,  pyrite,  and  subordinate  galena,  that  next  to  the  lode  char- 
acterized by  excessive  ailicification  and  impregnation  by  semicrystalline  pyrite, 
subordinate  chalcopyrite,  and  (probably)  pyrrhotite. 

These  general  observations  are  corroborated  by  microscopic  examination  of 
thin  sections  of  each  of  these  samples,  illustrating  maximum,  minimum,  and  inter- 
mediate alteration.  The  relatively  fresh  rock  (No.  145)  is  made  up  chiefly  of 
orthoclase,  plagioclase,  augite,  biotite,  and  hornblende.  In  the  section  of  the 
sample  illustrating  intermediate  alteration  (No.  195)  the  proportion  of  ferromag- 
nesian phenocrysts  is  decreased  and  that  of  the  metallic  sulphides  proportionately 
increased,  the  grains  having  formed  along  cleavage  planes  in  the  biotite  and  the 
pyroxene,  and  in  filaments  encircling  quartz  grains  in  the  groundmass.  Chloriti- 
zation  of  the  biotite  and  pyroxene  is  likewise  advanced;  and  in  the  section  of  most 
highly  altered  wall  rock  perhaps  the  most  notable  features  are  the  continued  replace- 
ment of  biotite  by  metallic  sulphides  and  the  introduction  of  considerable  amounts 
of  granular  quartz,  chalcopyrite,  and  pyrite.  In  short,  the  general  eflFect  ot  the 
mineral-bearing  solutions  upon  the  monzonite  wall  rock  has  been  to  alter  the 
ferromagnesian  silicates,  to  sericitize  the  feldspars,  and  to  develop  metallic 
sulphides. 

The  following  quantitative  analyses  of  four  specimens  of  monzonite  of  different 
degrees  of  alteration  (117  and  145  being  fresh,  137  slightly  altered,  and  136  much 
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altered)  show  the  chemical  changes  incident  to  these  mineralogical  changes  in  the 
alteration  of  monzonitic  walls  of  lodes: 

^  Analyses  showing  olteraHon  of  momoniie  xtoU  adjacent  to  fisfure. 

[Analyst,  E.  T.  Allen.] 


SiO,... 

MO,.. 

FeA- 
FeO... 

MgO.. 

CaO... 

Na,0.. 

K,0... 

HjO- 

H,0+ 

TiO,.. 

CO,... 

PA.. 
s 

CrA- 
MnO.. 

BaO.. 


O  equivalent  to  S 


No.  117. 

No.  146. 

No.  137. 

57.16 

58.64 

56.17 

16.69 

15.35 

15.94 

3.47 

3.25 

3.43 

2.76 

2.54 

1.92 

2.47 

3.84 

1.60 

5.86 

5.37 

5.19 

3.82 

3.60 

2.48 

4.49 

4.23 

4.91 

.83 

.86 

1.30 

1.06 

1.50 

2.95 

.87 

.83 

.90 

None. 

None. 

2.01 

.41 

.02 

.20 

.02 

.05 

1.03 

Trace. 
Trace. 

Trace. 
Trace. 

Trace. 

.30 

.18 

.18 

100.21 

100.26 

100.21 

.02 

.39 

100.24 

99.82 

No.  136. 


56.78 

16.90 

6.87 

2.34 

.03 

1.18 

.37 

7.02 

1.32 

2.23 

.81 

.26 

.04 

5.93 

Trace. 

Trace. 

.14 


102.22 
2.22 


100.00 


No.  117,  Tribune  tunnel,  Telegraph  mine. 

No.  145,  British  tunnel,  Last  Chance  mine. 

No.  137,  British  tunnel,  Last  Chance  mine,  1  to  2  feet  from  lode. 

No.  136,  British  tunnel,  Last  Chance  mine,  wall  of  lode. 

The  samples  of  fresh  monzonite  (Nos.  117  and  145),  although  taken  from  widely 
separated  points  in  the  field,  appear  to  be  very  closely  alike  in  chemical  compo- 
sition. The  sample  (No.  137)  from  within  2  feet  of  the  fissure  shows  comparatively 
slight  alteration  as  compared  with  that  which  took  place  only  6  inches  distant 
from  the  fissure  and  immediately  at  the  fissure.  Although  precise  comparison  of 
chemical  changes  can  not  be  made  without  recalculating  changes  in  mass,  in  this 
case  the  main  changes  are  so  apparent  that  general  comparisons  may  be  safely 
drawn  from  original  analyses.  In  general  it  is  seen  that  alteration  adjacent  to  a 
fissure  results  in  notable  decrease  in  MgO,  CaO,  Na^O,  strong  increase  in  B[,0, 
Fe,Oa  and  S,  and  practically  no  variation  in  SiO„  Al^Oj,  and  TiO,.    The  small 
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portion  of  the  complete  change  shown  to  have  taken  place  at  a  distance  of  about  IJ 
feet,  although  foreshadowing  the  character  of  the  final  change,  tends  to  show  that 
far  the  greater  portion  of  alteration  takes  place  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the 
fissure.  Furthermore,  there  is  clearly  a  difference — a  ^ '  personal  equation ' '  in  the 
action  of  the  several  minerals;  thus,  MgO  shows  about  half  of  the  total  decrease 
at  a.  distance  of  li  feet,  while  CaO  shows  only  a  shght  early  tendency,  a  minute 
phase  of  the  total  decrease,  and  similarly,  though  to  a  less  degree,  NagO.  Recip- 
rocally, E^O  at  that  distance  has  received  only  a  small  portion  of  the  entire  increase. 
This  increase  in  K^O,  though  possibly  merely  a  relative  increase,  probably  indicates 
an  addition  from  without.  The  increase  of  iron  and  sulphur  is  doubtless  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  presence  of  disseminated  pyrite  adjacent  to  the  fissure.  The 
decrease  in  FeO  at  the  beginning  of  alteration,  which  gives  way  to  an  increase  in 
advanced  alteration,  suggests  an  early  breaking  up  and  release  of  iron  from  the 
ferromagnesian  compounds  preceding  the  addition  of  iron  from  without.  And 
the  decrease  in  CaO  and  Na^O  probably  indicates  decomposition  of  the  feldspars, 
and  that  of  MgO  the  breaking  up  of  the  ferromagnesian  silicates  and  feldspars. 

These  facts,  supplemented  by  such  facts  as  could  be  obtained  by  study  of  thin 
sections  of  the  highly  altered  rocks,  tend  to  show  that  the  alteration  of  the  monzonite 
of  walls  adjacent  to  lodes  consists  of  a  metasomatic  alteration  of  the  ferromag- 
nesian minerals,  of  chloritization,  sericitization,  and  sUicification.  In  the  course 
of  this  metasomatism,  pyrite,  chalcopyrite,  and  pyrrhotite  have  also  been  developed. 
This  type  of  alteration  resembles  in  its  essential  features  that  which  Lindgren  has 
shown  to  be  characteristic  of  metasomatic  processes  in  fissure  veins;  and  from  the 
above  facts  in  themselves  and  in  the  Ught  of  his  studies  of  similar  alteration  in 
various  districts  it  would  appear  that  the  alteration  was  produced  by  heated  solu- 
tions rich  in  K^O. 

Immediate  causes  of  deposition  of  lods  ores, — Among  the  many  complex  factors 
in  the  various  processes  by  which  the  ores  were  formed  two  types  are  recognized, 
those  whose  action  was  primarily  of  a  physical  nature,  and  those  whose  influence 
was  exerted  through  chemical  agencies.  It  is  well  known  that  decrease  of  pressure 
decreases  temperature  and  solvent  capacity;  also  that  decrease  of  temperature 
decreases  solvent  power.  It  may  be  assumed,  then,  that  mineral-laden  solutions, 
on  ascending  a  fracture  zone,  experience  a  decrease  in  pressure  which  causes  a- 
decrease  in  temperature.  Each  of  these  physical  changes  tends  to  induce  precipi- 
tation. Concrete  field  evidence  of  such  facts  is  hardly  attainable.  It  would  be 
reasonable  to  suppose,  also,  that  other  physical  features,  such  as  inclination  of 
lodes  and  form  of  fracture  zones,  might  have  influenced  deposition.  It  should 
be  recalled  that  90  per  cent  of  the  pay  lodes  dip  at  angles  steeper  than  45°. 
Although  the  more  probable  significance  of  this  steep  dip  is  that  it  enabled  the 
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fissure  to  reach  deeper  in  a  shorter  distance,  and  probably  to  attain  greater  depth, 
the  fact  is  not  to  be  ignored  that  a  solution  would  meet  with  less  resistance  in 
its  ascent  if  the  fracture  were  steep  than  if  it  were  of  low  inclination.  Again,  the 
fracturing  force  was  either  compressive  or  disjunctive,  and  the  filling  of  the  resulting 
fracture  would  therefore  be  either  closely  compacted  or  relatively  loose.  The 
former  structure  being  unfavorable  to  the  passage  of  solutions  might  favor  their 
retention,  and,  reciprocally,  the  latter  might  encourage  passage  and  discourage 
precipitation.  The  form  of  a  fissure  has  generally  been  supposed  to  exert  an 
important  influence  on  deposition,  on  the  general  principle  that  irregularity  in  a 
fissure,  resulting  in  alternately  closed  and  open  or  gaping  portions,  tends  to  vary 
the  temperature  and  pressure  of  solutions  and  their  solvent  power.  According  to 
this  the  wider  portions  of  a  fissure  should  be  occupied  by  larger  ore  bodies.  It  is 
remarked  by  those  who  explored  the  Silver  Shield  lode  that  in  descent  the  ore 
thinned  when  the  dip  changed  so  as  to  make  a  decided  bend  or  knee  in  the  fracture 
zone.  Again,  in  the  upper  levels  of  the  Montezuma,  lenses  of  ore  in  zones  appeared 
to  ' '  form  on  the  flats,' '  so  that  the  intervening  more  steeply  dipping  portions  of  the 
fissure  were  barren.     Exceptions  to  these  observations  were  noted. 

In  Bingham  two  chemical  factors  seem  to  have  exerted  a  strong  influence  upon 
the  precipitation  of  lode  ores,  namely,  calcareous  composition  and  carbonaceous 
contents  of  wall  rocks.  That  calcareous  wall  rock  exerts  such  an  influence  appears 
to  be  demonstrated  by  several  striking  occurrences.  From  preceding  descriptions 
it  may  be  recalled  that  ore  bodies  in  lodes  are  relatively  much  thinner  between 
quartzite  and  porphyry  than  between  limestone  walls.  The  same  lode  is  found 
to  expand  laterally  on  passing  from  quartzite  and  porphyry  into  Umestone.  Numer- 
ous large  lodes,  including  those  on  the  Galena  and  Neptune  fissures  already  described, 
and  also  many  distinct  miniature  examples  in  various  portions  of  the  camp,  indicate 
that  calcareous  walls  strongly  induce  ore  deposition.  This  factor  is  so  commonly 
recognized  and  its  importance  so  thoroughly  appreciated  that  its  extended  consid- 
eration is  unnecessary. 

The  ore  bodies  have  been  so  generally  removed  from  the  greater  lodes  that 
the  precise  character  of  this  influence  could  not  be  observed.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  in  large  measure  like  that  observed  along  the  minor  fissures, 
namely,  metasomatic  interchange  through  which  ore  replaced  calcareous  wall 
rock.  The  addition  to  the  solutions  of  the  material  set  free  by  the  replacement  of 
the  country  rock  may  also  have  exerted  a  favorable  influence  on  further  ore  depo- 
sition. 

The  chemical  influence  of  the  black  shale  on  lode  ore  is  also  believed  to  have 
been  very  strong.  In  the  upper  portion  of  the  Bingham  section  massive  beds  of 
black  shale  occur  as  thin  transition  members,  as  alternate  members  interbedded  with 
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quartzite,  and  as  heavy  members,  several  hundred  feet  m  thickness.  A  composite 
country  rock,  including 'these  shales  and  their  interbedded  quartzites,  has  been  cut 
by  fissures.  Several  of  these  fissures  rouglily  coincide  with  the  beds  in  trend  and 
^p;  others  exhibit  various  degrees  of  obliquity,  and  some  stand  practically  vertical 
and  trend  transversely  to  the  strike.  Exploration  has  revealed  in  some  of  these 
fissures  valuable  ore  bodies  in  association  with  black  shales.  Thus,  reference  to  mine 
descriptions  will  show  that  ore  bodies  in  the  Winamuck,  Dixon,  Montezuma,  Ben 
Butler,  Red  Wing,  Erie,  and  Fortune  mines  are  intimately  associated  with  black 
shale.  Mention  of  an  occurrence  in  a  pseudofissure  or  slip  plane,  generally  parallel 
to  a  contact,  and  one  of  an  occurrence  in  a  fissure  which  cuts  shale  and  quartzite 
transversely  to  the  strike,  will  serve  to  illustrate  characteristic  features.  Thus,  ore 
bodies  in  the  Fortune  occur  along  a  movement  plane  which  lies  between  a  quartzite 
foot  wall  and  a  porphyry  hanging  wall,  which  gives  way  locally  to  a  black  shale.  In 
the  Winamuck  and  Montezuma  black  shale  constitutes  the  regular  hanging  wall.  In 
the  Erie  the  locus  of  mineralization  is  a  fissure  which  includes  ore  only  sparingly 
(6  to  10  inches)  between  quartzite  walls,  but  abundantly  (12  feet)  between  shale 
walls.  This  general  association  of  lode  ore  with  black  shale  becomes  particularly 
significant  when  a  lode,  in  passing  from  quartzite  into  black  shale,  changes  from  a 
lean  seam  6  to  10  inches  in  width  to  a  rich  shoot  12  feet  in  width. 

A  similar  influence  is  suggested  by  the  ascent  of  the  steeply  inclined  restricted 
"pipes'*  or  pencils  of  ore  through  the  foot  wall  of  the  Winamuck  to  the  great  lode 
which  formed  beneath  the  black  shale,  as  well  as  by  like  features  in  the  Montezuma. 

Detailed  examination  of  specimens  of  the  shale  and  of  the  associated  rocks  from 
the  various  properties  shows  that  this  influence  was  probably  chemical  in  nature. 
In  hand  specimens  these  rocks  vary  from  light  gray,  dense,  finely  laminated,  calcare- 
ous sandstone,  through  various  types  of  gray  to  black,  fine-grained,  dry,  unparted 
and  dense  shale  to  blue,  compact,  well-bedded,  siliceous  hmestone.  A  sample 
(No.  290)  from  the  main  tunnel  of  the  Ben  Butler  mine  is  a  massive,  fine-grained^ 
sjilicifled  limestone  cut  by  calcite  veinlets.  One  (No.  285)  from  the  Erie  is  a  blacky 
semicalcareous  shale,  and  one  (No.  289)  from  the  hanging  wall  of  the  Winamuck  ia 
similar.  Under  the  microscope  the  latter  is  seen  to  be  made  up  chiefly  of  angular 
quartz  grains  embedded  in  calcareous  and  black  amorphous  material.  The  specimen 
from  the  Erie  is  seen  to  be  composed  of  subangular  fragments  of  quartz  disposed  in 
rough  layers,  partially  inclosed  in  a  black,  opaque,  amorphous  substance,  and  the 
whole  roughly  bedded  and  cut  by  calcite  veinlets.  The  Red  Wing  Extension  upper 
tunnel  cuts  normal  calcareous  black  shale.  A  thin  section  of  this  shows  it  to  be  com- 
posed of  angular  quartz  grains  lying  in  indistinct  layers  inclosed  by  calcareous  and 
blackish-brown  matter,  probably  of  carbonaceous  character,  and  penetrated  trans- 
versely by  calcite  areas,  incipient  veins  (PI.  XXXIV,  B). 
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The  general  chemical  composition  of  these  shales  is  indicated  by  the  accom- 
panying analyses. 

Analyses  showing  composition  of  blade  shale. 


No.  190. 


No.  285. 


No.  289. 


SiO, 83.03 

A1,0, 

TiO, 


PA. 


Large  part Lai^  part. 


Fe-A 
FeO.. 

MgO.. 

CaO.. 

CO,.., 

MnO. 


7.69 


L70 


do. 


do. 


No.  290. 


Lai^  part. 


Do. 


Very  little Very  little I  Unimportant. 

.37    do do Large  part. 

i 

.10     Large  part Lai^  part ,  Do. 

None.     Few  per  cent Few  per  cent Little. 

Lost.     Very  little Trace. 


Ignition 6.71 

ZnO 19 


99.79 


SI 


No.  190.  Lower  tunnel,  Winamuck  mine.    Analyst,  W.  F.  HiUebrand. 

No.  285.  Upper  tunnel ,  Erie  mine. 

No.  289.  Lower  tunnel,  Winamuck  mine. 

No.  290.  Main  tunnel,  Ben  Butler  mine. 

Last  three  analyses  (Nos.  285,  289,  290,  qualitative  examinations)  were  made  by  E.  T.  Allen. 

Each  sample  contains  some  organic,  probably  carbonaceous,  matter. 

The  above  analyses  indicate  that  these  shales  are  made  up  chiefly  of  SiO, 
Al^Oj,  and  CaO,  and  in  one  instance  (No.  290)  of  considerable  MgO.  They  confirm 
the  examination  ef  those  rocks  in  hand  spe<^imens  and  in  thin  sections,  which  show 
the  main  constituent  to  be  quartz,  calcareous  material,  and  amorphous  cement. 
Further,  each  of  these  rocks  yielded  upon  analysis  some  organic  material,  probably 
mainly  carbonaceous.  Accordingly,  the  brownish  black  amorphous  matrix  which 
incloses  the  quartz  grains  and  imparts  to  these  rocks  their  dark  color  is  doubtless 
aluminous  and  carbonaceous  detrital  matter.  In  general,  then,  these  rocks  appear 
to  be  calcareous  shales  wdth  carbonaceous  impurities. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts  it  seems  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  precipitating 
power  of  these  rocks  is  due  to  their  content  of  CaO  and  MgO,  together  with  organic 
matter,  mainly  carbonaceous.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  occurrence  in  the  Erie, 
the  process  by  which  the  metals  thus  precipitated  were  deposited  was  one  of  replace- 
ment. On  the  periphery  of  the  shoot  of  rich  lead  and  silver  ore,  bands  of  ore  alter- 
nating with  bands  of  shale  show  that  the  ore  assumed  the  laminated  structure  of  the 
shale  cdUntry.     Accordingly,  among  the  usual  physical  and  chemical  factors  which 
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appear  to  have  influenced  the  deposition  of  lode  ores  in  Bingham,  calcareous  com- 
position and  carbonaceous  contents  of  the  wall  rock  appear  to  have  played  an 
important  part. 

Summary. — It  appears,  then,  that  heated  aqueous  mineral-bearing  solutions, 
rich  in  COg  and  E^O,  rose  along  strong  northeast-southwest  fracture  zones,  altered 
their  walls  by  adding  quartz  to  quartzite,  impregnating  marble  with  metaUic 
sulphides  and  specularite,  and  siUcifying,  sericitizing,  and  impregnating  monzonite 
with  metallic  sulphides,  and  deposited  the  lode  ores  in  largest  volume  between  cal- 
careous and  carbonaceous  walls,  mainly  by  filling,  partially  by  replacement. 

GENESIS   OF   THE    COPPER   ORE    IN    LIMESTONE. 

The  copper  ore  in  hmestone  is  essentially  unlike  the  lode  ore  in  composi- 
tion and  in  occurrence,  and  differs  radically  from  the  disseminated  copper  ore 
in  monzonite  in  physical  character  and  in  geological  relations.  The  detailed 
facts  emphasize  these  general  differences.  They  indicate  that  the  copper  ore  in 
hmestone  constitutes  a  separate  type,  distinct  from  either  the  disseminated  copper 
ore  in  monzonite  or  the  lode  ore.  Furthermore,  these  distinctive  characteristics 
of  occurrence  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  result  from  distinct  genetic  factors. 
Among  explanations  which  have  been  advanced  for  the  origin  of  copper-sulphide 
ores  are  (1)  concentration  from  original  sedimentary  deposits;  (2)  deposition  in 
open  spaces  from  solution;  (3)  pneumatolysis  of  the  type  characterized  by  boron 
and  fluorine  minerals;  (4)  replacement  of  country  rock  by  mineral  introduced 
in  solutions  from  passageways;  (5)  normal  contact  metamorphism.  A  comparison 
of  facts  of  occurrence  with  the  requirements  of  these  several  explanations  results 
in  the  retention  of  two  interpretations  for  special  consideration.  Thus,  the  non- 
occurrence (so  far  as  observed)  of  cupriferous  sulphides  in  normal  imaltered  limestone 
and  the  great  size  of  the  ore  bodies  throw  the  burden  of  proof  on  those  who  would 
maintain  their  origin  by  concentration  from  their  original  form  as  sedimentary 
deposits.  The  entire  absence  of  crustified  structure  or  of  any  related  evidence 
of  preexisting  open  spaces  excludes  the  theory  of  origin  by  deposition  from  solution 
in  open  spaces.  The  hypothesis  of  deposition  solely  through  that  type  of  pneuma- 
tolysis which  is  characterized  by  fluorine,  chlorine  and  boron  minerals  is  not  substan- 
tiated in  Bingham  by  the  association  of  beryl,  axinite,  toiimialine,  topaz,  fluorite 
(except  in  one  doubtful  minute  occurrence),  and  similar  minerals.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  occurrence  of  the  great  copper  bodies  exclusively  in  those  portions  of  the 
great  limestones  that  are  characterized  by  premineral  fissures  requires  that  a  satis- 
factory statement  of  the  origin  shall  recognize  this  constant  and  intimate  association. 
And  the  occurrence  of  these  copper  ores  in  the  vicinity  of  intrusives  within  highly 
metamorphosed  hmestone,  in  which  tremolite,  garnet,  epidote,  specularite,  pyrrho- 
tite,  etc.,  also  occur,  raises  the  query  whether  the  contact  metamorphism  thus 
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indicated  may  not  have  influenced  the  generation  of  copper  ores.  The  explanation 
of  the  origin  of  copper  ores  in  limestone  involves,  then,  a  special  examination  of 
the  facta  with  a  ^'ie^v  to  determining  the  part«  probably  played  by  (1)  deposition 
from  solutions  introduced  through  fissures,  and  (2)  contact  metamorphism. 

The  massive  copper-sulphide  ore  occurs  in  lenses  within  and  along  beds  at  one 
or  more  horizons  in  the  thick  limestones.  Though  of  irregular  form,  thickening 
and  tliinning  locally,  and  terminating  along  attenuated,  imeven  margins,  these 
bodies  are  roughly  lenticular.  In  their  large  structure  they  are  composed  of  beds 
which  are  continuous  w*ith  the  barren  inclosing  beds  and  which  are  thus  coincident 
with  the  original  bedding  of  the  coimtry  rock.  The  detailed  structure  shows  the 
same  preservation  of  fine  lamination  of  original  bedding,  and  frequently  exhibits  a 
pitted,  cavernous,  or  drusy  aspect  (PL  XXXI,  Ay  B).  The  country  rock  containing 
these  bodies  of  copper  ore  is  traversed  by  strong  northeast-southwest  (east-west) 
fracture  zones,  which  were  formed  before  the  introduction  of  lead  ores.  It  has 
also  been  highly  metamorphosed  in  these  mineralized  areas  until  it  is  no  longer 
normal  limestone,  but  has  become  massivelv  bedded,  coarselv  crvstalline  marble, 
banded  chert v  marble,  or  altered  siliceous  limestone. 

Further,  in  addition  to  fissuring  and  metamorphism,  this  mineralized  country 
rook  as  a  w  hole  has  suffered  much  complex  intrusion  by  numerous  dikes  and  siUs, 
which  in  several  instances  occur  in  close  proximity  to  bodies  of  sulphide  copper  ore. 

While  these  saUent  facts  do  not  remove  aU  doubt  regarding  certain  important 
relationships,  the  occurrence  of  these  ores  suggests  that  the  country  was  subjected 
in  turn  to  intrusion,  metamorphism,  fissuring,  mineralization,  and  subsequent 
fracturing.  The  effect  of  this  metamorphism  in  detemiimng  the  character  of  the 
to-be-mineralized  country,  the  immediate  relation  that  metamorphism  bore  to  ore 
deposition,  and  the  relation  of  subsequently  formed  fissures  to  the  deposition  of 
copper  ore.  are  points  which  appear  to  demand  special  consideration.  Accordingly, 
these  features  will  be  considered  in  the  light  of  specific  criteria,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining their  relations  and  the  part  each  agency  took  in  forming  the  copper  in  lime- 
stone, under  *  *  Metamorphism  of  the  limestone,  * '  "  Process  of  ore  deposition,* ' 
'  *  Relation  of  fissures  to  deposition  of  copper  ore  in  limestone/  *  *  *  Relation  of 
intnuuves  to  deposition  of  copper  ore  in  limestone.'  * 

il ekinu^rphism  of  tiU'  limestone. — The  main  limestones  which  traverse  the 
district  fn>m  the  desert  on  the  east  to  West  Mountain  on  the  west,  comprising  the 
Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones  and  the  Highland  Boy.  Yampa.  Phoenix,  and 
Petro  members  to  the  north,  have  undergone  extensive  metamorphism.  Normal 
blue  limestone  has  been  in  some  places  highly  crystalbzed  and  thus  changed  to  a 
white  and  baudei!  marble  (PI.  XXVIII) :  in  others  it  has  been  thoroughly  silicified; 
in  still  others  it  has  undergone  partial  marmorization  or  silicification.  Secondary 
rock  structures,  sclustosity,  and  foUacion  are  not  charai*terlstic.     In  considering  the 
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formation  of  copper  ore  in  these  metamorphosed  limestones  it  is  essential  to  con- 
sider also  the  general  cause  and  the  result  of  the  metamorphism — the  cause  as 
indicating  a  possible  cause  of  ore  deposition,  and  the  result  as  indicating  the  char- 
acter of  the  country  rock  in  which  the  ore  formed. 

Metamorphism  of  limestone  may  be  due,  in  a  broad  way,  to  regional  or  to 
local  metamorphism.  The  two  have  sometimes  been  found  to  be  due  to  a  single 
general  cause.  Regional  metamorphism,  however,  is  usually  believed  to  result 
from  excessive  dynamic  stresses  and  strains,  accompanied  by  chemical  and  physical 
action,  which  induces  alteration  of  rock  structure  and  of  rock  composition  over 
large  areas.  Local  or  contact  metamorphism,  on  the  other  hand,  is  that  restricted 
alteration  of  country,  including  stratified  and  preexisting  crystaUine  rocks,  which 
takes  place  in  proximity  to  intrusive  masses.  Both  sets  of  agencies  may  have 
combined  to  produce  the  metamorphism  of  the  limestone  in  the  Bingham  district, 
as  that  area  has  experienced  deformation  by  dynamic  forces  as  well  as  intrusion. 

In  this  district  areas  of  metamorphosed  limestone  are  invariably  located  near 
bodies  of  intrusive  rock.  In  upper  Bingham  Canyon,  adjacent  to  the  numerous 
extensive  and  complex  intrusive  bodies  which  characterize  that  area,  the  original 
constitution  of  the  limestone  can  not  be  observed,  as  it  is  now  entirely  altered  to 
marble,  banded  chert,  and  granular  quartz.  In  the  vicinity  of  Carr  Fork,  adjacent 
to  the  irregular  dikes  in  that  area,  and  on  the  northeast  slope  of  West  Mountain, 
just  above  the  great  Last  Chance  intrusive,  the  country  rocks  have  suffered  similar 
intense  metamorphism.  On  the  south  side  of  Copper  Gulch,  in  the  vicinity  of  an 
irregular  intrusive,  the  Commercial  limestone  has  been  altered  to  coarse,  white 
marble.  On  the  other  hand,  a  few  hundred  feet  east,  on  the  crest  of  the  divide 
between  Yosemite  and  Copper  gulches,  where  there  are  no  intrusives,  the  outcrop 
of  the  Jordan  limestone  appeQ,rs  as  a  normal,  dense,  massive,  blue  limestone.  The 
calcareous  shales  and  siliceous  Umestone  which  characterize  the  upper  portion  of 
the  section,  and  which  occur  about  Dixon,  Markham,  and  Freeman  gulches,  are  not 
interrupted  by  intrusives  and  show  no  tendency  toward  marmorization.  In  tracing 
the  great  limestone  belt  westward  across  West  Mountain  and  along  the  slope  of 
Tooele  Canyon  for  a  few  miles  the  writer  encountered  no  intrusives  and  observed 
no  metamorphism  of  the  normal,  massive,  blue  limestone.  In  brief,  metamorphism 
of  the  Umestone,  while  not  exhibiting  accordance  with  the  broad  dynamic  features 
of  the  region,  does  appear  to  be  coextensive  with  the  intrusives,  and  thus  is  probably 
directly  related  to  them. 

Although  the  general  process  of  this  metamorphism  is  silicification  and  mar- 
morization, its  specific  character  varies  greatly.  Detailed  evidence  was  obtained 
on  the  south  slope  of  West  Mountain,  where  the  Bingham-Tooele  road  extends 
over  the  Last  Chance  intrusive  across  a  narrow  strip  of  quartzite,  across  lime- 
stone,  and  westward  along    the    strike  of    this    limestone    on    the  north  slope 
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of  Butterfield  Canyon.  An  excellent  opportunity  was  there  offered  to  note  the 
progressive  metamorphism  which  has  taken  place  in  the  same  bed  of  limestone 
with  diminishing  distance  from  the  intrusive.  Fig.  5  shov^  the  general  relation  of 
this  bed  of  limestone  to  the  intrusive  and  the  localities  from  which  specimens 
illustrating  the  changes  observed  were  obtained.  At  a  distance  of  about  700  feet 
from  the  outcrop  of  the  intrusive  the  rock  (No.  42)  is  a  normal,  fine-grained,  blue 
limestone,  with  hackly  fracture,  bearing  fossils  and  calcite  veinlets,  which  stand 
out  in  relief  on  a  weathered  surface  (see  PI,  XXIX,  A).  This  character  is  main- 
tained to  a  point  within  about  525  feet  of  the  intrusive,  where  the  hmestone  (No.  43) 
becomes  slightly  Ughter  in  color.  Through  the  next  20  feet  of  approach  toward 
the  intrusive  a  striking  cliange  takes  place.  The  limestone  passes  gradually  into 
fine,  even-grained,  dense,  partially  crystalline  rock,  with  a  fracture  between  con- 
choidal,  hackly,  and  feather,  of  a  light-gray  color,  blotched  with  a  black  impurity. 
About  95  feet  beyond,  or  about  410  feet  from  the  intrusive,  the  alteration  has 


Fio.  S.— Sketch  map  Bhawlng  locallUea  oa  aouth  slope  of  Wnt  Ummlslu  at  which  ipedni«u  Uluatratliig  pragTauIn 
metamorphloD  were  collected. 

progressed  so  far  that  the  rock  (No.  45)  is  an  impure  crystalline  hmestone  or 
normal  marble  of  medium-coarse  grain.  Numerous  other  occurrences  show  that 
these  changes  continue  until  a  coarse-grained,  highly  sihceous  marble  results.  In 
brief,  these  transitions,  in  the  same  bed,  from  normal  blue  hmestone  to  crystalline 
hmestone,  observed  in  a  rock  as  it  approaches  an  intrusive,  indicate  contact 
meta  morphis  m . 

These  features  are  home  out  by  examination  of  thin  sections  under  the  micro- 
scope. Thus,  the  normal  blue  Umestone  (No.  42)  shows  irregular  grains  of  calcite, 
sections  of  fossils  replaced  hy  calcite,  and  small  calcite  veinlets  in  an  impure  cal- 
careous groundmass.  The  next  stage  (No.  43)  shows  minute,  round  grains  of  calcite 
in  a  clouded,  calcareous  groundmass,  and  a  few  subangular  grains  of  quartz,  prob- 
ably of  detritat  origin;  and  the  next  (No.  44)  shows  a  clearing  of  the  groundmass 
hy  concentration  of  the  dark  impurities  into  limited  areas,  and  the  continuation 
of  the  formation  of  marble  by  the  crystallization  of  calcite  in  rounded  grains  in 
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PLATE    XXIX. 

PHOTOMICROGRAPHS    OF  FRESH   AND  OF   METAMORPHOSED   LIMESTONE. 

A.  Fresh  blue  limestone.  (Sp.  No.  42.  Without  analyzer,  X  48.)  South  slope  of  West  Mountain, 
700  feet  west  of  intrusive.    A  normal  impure  calcareous  matrix  includes  fossils  and  veinlets  of  calcite. 

B.  Metamorphosed  limestone,  white  marble.  (Sp.  No.  28.  Without  analyzer  and  eyepiece,  X  48.) 
No.  7  tunnel,  Highland  Boy  mine,  adjacent  to  intrusive.  Showing  rock  altered  almost  entirely  to  coarse 
granular  calcite. 
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PLATE    XXIX. 


FHOTDMICKOGRAPHS   OF  FRESH  AXD  OF  METAMORPHOSED  LIMESTOXE. 


JL  Frash  blue  Kmeutoop.     i,Sf)L  No.  42.    WhiKm  aiMhrvr.  X -18.  ^     South  slope  of  Wot   ^t^^nt^^i^ 
TOi  feci  wwt  of  intmsiTe.    A  nonnal  impure  cakaicoas  ntftthx  indniln  fosBk  aod  rmieiB  of  cmkifie. 

B.  MKamoqihoeed  SmntcMie.  wiiite  marble.     (Sp.  Xo.  2SL    WiciKxit  imiratT  and  crepiere.  >«  4&) 
Xou  7  tunneL  Highknd  Bot  mine.  Adjaicem  to  intmave.    Shoving  rock  Altered  dmoat  cntnehr  to 
fjmaaiJkr  eslnte. 
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No.  6,  considerable  ground  on  the  upper  levels,  and  many  crosscuts  in  the  hang- 
ing wall,  expose  a  great  thickness  of  massive,  coarse  marble.  The  inner  portion 
of  No.  7  tunnel  is  entirely  in  massive,  white  marble,  and  the  inner  portion 
of  No.  6  exposes  a  banded,  calcareous  coimtry  rock,  in  w^hich  the  bands  are  alter- 
nately dark-gray,  partially  crystalline,  limestone  and  white  marble.  In  the  Old 
Jordan  mine,  particularly  on  the  Emma  level,  occur  both  normal  massive  white 
marble  and  rocks  showing  intermediate  states  of  marmorization.  Certain  beds 
appear  to  be  entirely  marmorized,  while  others,  only  partially  metamorphosed,  show 
a  semicrystalline  mass  inclosing  lenticular  and  circular  rings  of  more  completely 
metamorphosed  rock,  which  in  turn  incloses  cores  of  less  altered  rock.  Similar 
gradations  showing  the  important  stages  in  the  development  of  chert  nodules  and 
bands  are  to  be  observed  on  the  Evans  level.  Telegraph  mine.  Within  impure, 
buflF  marble,  an  irregular  oval  band  of  fine-grained,  altered,  blue  limestone  incloses 
a  fine-grained,  buff,  calcareous  core.  This  has  a  fracture  characteristic  of  chert,  and 
is  beUeved  to  be  an  incipient  stage  in  its  formation  (PI.  XXX,  B).  In  other 
mines — perhaps  nowhere  in  greater  variety  and  perfection  than  in  the  Old  Jordan — 
nodules  and  bands  occur  in  varying  thickness  along  beds  in  the  marble  and  in 
the  ore.  In  color  this  marble  varies  from  black  to  milk  white  (PI.  VII,  A,  B), 
or  may  be  pink,  yellow,  purple,  rich  brown  (PI.  XXX,  B),  etc.  Granular  quartz 
and  porous,  honeycombed  quartz  are  also  of  common  occurrence,  and  are  clearly 
replacements  of  limestone  induced  by  metamorphism  (PI.  XXXIII,  A), 

The  character  of  the  alteration  of  limestone  into  marble  is  indicated  by  com- 
parison of  specimens  of  dark-gray  bands  with  those  of  the  white  marble  found  in 
the  Highland  Boy  (Pis.  XXI,  A,  and  XXVIII,  A,  B)  and  Old  Jordan  mines.  The 
gray  portion  is  an  impure,  partially  crystalline  limestone,  while  the  white  is  a  coarse 
crystalline  limestone  or  marble  in  which  minute  rosettes  of  white  acicular  crystals 
(tremolite)  have  developed.  Under  the  microscope  the  white  portion  is  seen  to 
be  composed  of  coarse  grains  of  calcite,  and  the  gray  to  be  less  crystalline,  with  finer 
grains  of  calcite  and  masses  of  opaque,  dark  impurities  segregated  between  them. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  gray,  or  partially  altered,  and  white,  or  entirely  marmo- 
rized, portions  have  been  made  from  samples  in  which  the  gray  and  white  w^ere 
taken  from  opposite  ends  of  the  same  specimen,  one  from  the  Highland  Boy  mine 
(PI.  XV,  B)  and  the  other  from  the  Old  Jordan. 


/ 


A.  CONTACT  METAMORPHISM  OF  SILICEOUS  LIMESTONE. 

B.  EARLV  STAGE  IN   PORMATION  or  CHERT  NODULES  IN  MARMOR1ZE0  LIMESTONE. 


GEKESIS   OF  THE   OOPPEB   OBE   IN   LIMESTONE. 


191 


Analyses  showing  changes  undergone  hy  limestone  during  metamorphisnu 

[Analyst,  W.  F.  HlUebrand.] 


SiO,.. 

Al,03 

Fe,0, 

FeO.. 

MgO.. 

CaO.. 

H,0- 

CO^.. 

SO... 
MnO. 


b  Undetermined. 


«  Approximately. 

No.  28.  No.  7  tunnel,  Highland  Boy  mine. 
No.  3.  Emina  West  drift,  Old  Jordan  mine. 

Although  the  precise  change  >  which  have  taken  place,  either  mineralogical  or 
chemical,  can  not  be  determined  without  recalculating  these  analyses,  the  general 
chemical  changes  are  apparent.  Thus  the  following  general  changes  appear  to 
have  taken  place:  A  strong  increase  in  silica  (four  to  ten  times)  and  in  magnesia, 
and  a  decrease  in  CaO  and  CO,.  The  silica  probably  enters  into  contact  minerals, 
such  as  tremolite.  In  view  of  the  considerable  decrease  of  CaO  and  stiU  greater  loss 
of  COj,  it  is  more  probable  that  the  increase  of  MgO  was  utilized  in  the  formation 
of  the  secondary  magnesian  silicate  tremolite  than  in  dolomitization.  Accordingly, 
the  general  change  here  indicated  seems  to  resemble  that  w  hich  occurred  in  connec- 
tion with  the  alteration  of  the  single  bed  of  limestone  on  the  south  side  of  West 
Mountain  (see  p.  186).  It  consists  of  an  increase  in  silica  (silicification)  and  decar- 
bonization.  It  differs  from  the  former  in  that  the  gain  in  silica  is  much  higher  in 
the  samples  from  underground  near  centers  of  mineralization. 

In  this  connection  the  composition  of  barren  altered  material  within  the  copper 
bodies  is  significant.  Three  samples  of  white  secondary  gangue  material  from  within 
typical  copper  ore  bodies  have  been  analyzed. 
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CompoMim  o}  aUertd  harm  maitrial  irtfAiii  ore  bodia. 

lAaalTvt.  W.  F.  HiUebmnd.] 


No.  113.  No.  114j>  NOl  115l« 


SKV 84.61  88.25  53.9 

M«i> 
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Alhtk. 


i\\ Nooe.  None.  X 

PA ; 


Lns  tbmn  1  p.  c- 


N^w.  113  Mid  114.  Giman  Brad  tunopl.  T^legnph  nuat, 
Niv  11&  Ui«h  lunn^L  iHi  Jordtn  mw. 


Thesse  analy^sies  show  that  the  principal  constinitent  of  this  gangoe — in  fact, 
almost  its  sole  constituent — is  silica.  Comparison  of  the  amount  of  silica  found  in 
thetst^  samples  with  that  in  the  marmorixed  q>ecimens  just  described  shows  that  the 
silica  in  the  pui|::ue  material  is  even  higher  than  in  the  barren  marmorized  materiaL 
Apparently,  then,  the  effect  of  the  mineralizing  agent  resembles  that  of  the  intmsrre, 
in  that  it  inducets  silicitication  but  possesses  this  influence  to  a  much  higher  degree. 
It  is  to  he  noted  that  the  alteration  induced  br  intrusiTes  was  of  a  metasomatic  char- 
acter.  and  did  iK>t  destiv>y  but  retained  perfecdr  the  original  structure  of  the  country. 
The  effect  of  the  mineraliiation.  if  in  any  way  distinct  bom  that  produced  by  intro- 
si^w.  was  to  intensify  silicincation.  It  is  not.  however.  possiUe  to  separate  the 
twx^.  even  had  it  been  determined  that  ther  were  distinct  in  their  chancier  and  time 

m 

of  proiduction.  In  brief,  it  appears  that.  \V^  so  far  as  known,  no  ore  is  older  than 
the  intnisives:  .2  an  eartv  action  of  the  intmsion  was  the  marmorixation  and  aBci- 
ncation  of  the  limestone:  \3'  minerahiaition.  if  connected  with  the  intiuaoiu  did 
n«>t  take  place  beloie  the  metamorphism  of  the  limestone,  may  hare  been  in  put 
ivMishly  <\>ntemp«Hane^ms.  but  in  part  at  least  probably  followed  the  metaHior- 
phissi);  and  4  sflici&nition  was  indueed  both  by  intrasiTes  in  the  oMarse  of  coBiatft 
metainshvphism  and  by  later  mineraludng  a^enciesw.  Acdcwdii^fljy.  it  appaus  nwist 
prc>tba^ie  that  the  tcxHUitry  tvicik  in  which  the  copper  oie  foniMd  w«s  a  finnesioBe 
which  had  been  D&eibin»orpb(Ked  to  a  s&lifioQs.  slightly  dolomitic.  stiati&d  BBnifaHpL 
fVwtf«y  'fiff  ftrv  iitfyimifi^Mb. — TW  s^iraciiiuce  of  the  copper  ooe  and  the  ocraunnM&ce 
of  the  ote  izsusMvak  adtotd  tfVicacS^Te  eTidefs»re  its  to  nht  pirviciKs  by  whiidk  tSiie  one  wik 
depHTif&ted.  A  ksBowiliedise  of  the  xtttuure  ott  a  pffocift£i>  aadb  in  deteincDBanir  tftie  ^ntinse 
w^ai»rh  Mi  to  deg^'^tMHu  EviiSeiniife  3wurda2&£  ^omiK'tiuure  ofi  one  axid  ocirtBinreaife  otf  «aBe 
sdiiieiralks  w;fts  !fv«uuzMiB  im  ^^he-  hinoniti  s^s^iKHim^  i( jia^nicdeff-  of  tib^  ^v>Qs  *^£  ocffeff  'iwe..  m 
the  sQjnacQntne  od  ItUDNi  >§>if«:tiaest«>  of  ^rire.  aand  isi  tike  <iWi&]ravQ»nf'  aaii  Asiskicii&aiHiii  ^ 
OBe  snizBifcaiis  as  sftk^iwrci  lizi  ifm  iiKwa&s  oasMler  tike  ouirtniviniiifi^. 
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As  was  stated  in  the  description  of  the  structure  of  the  copper  shoots  (p.  155), 
the  broad  characteristic  of  this  structure  is  banding.  This  banding  is  not  like  the 
crustified  or  even  the  roughly  banded  structure  of  the  lodes,  but  is  a  bedding  which 
in  form  is  identical  with  the  bedding  of  strata.  The  chief  difference  is  in  composi- 
tion, these  beds  being  composed  of  ore  instead  of  limestone  or  quartzite.  Bedded 
structure  characterizes  aUke  miniature  ore  bodies,  mineraUzed  wall  rock  adjacent 
to  seams,  and  large  lenticular  ore  shoots.  Thus  mineraUzation  adjacent  to  fissures 
in  limestone  took  place  along  beds.  Further,  the  marked  deposition  of  ore  along 
certain  beds,  and  the  sUght  deposition  along  others,  appears  to  indicate  a  selective 
tendency  on  the  part  of  mineral  in  solution  for  more  soluble  beds.  Similarly,  in 
small  shoots  the  massive  structure  is  a  bedding  of  massive  ore  which  is  more  extenr 
sive  in  some  beds  than  in  others.  Finally,  the  immense  lenses  of  cupriferous  pyrite, 
e.  g.,  those  in  the  Highland  Boy,  exhibit  the  same  massive  bedded  structure.  This 
selective  action  leads  to  a  very  irregular  periphery.  The  transition  from  massive, 
soUd  ore  to  barren  coimtry  on  the  periphery  is  not  sharp,  as  in  the  case  of  the  lodes, 
where  the  transition  from  the  rich  bands  to  barren  wall  rock  is  well  defined.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  gradual,  passing  from  the  bed  of  rich  copper  sulphide  through  lean 
copper  ore,  still  poorer  ore,  merely  stained  coimtry,  to  normal,  barren,  marble  coun- 
try. Although  the  composition  changes  from  ore  to  barren  country  rock,  the  struc- 
ture is  persistent,  so  that  a  bed  of  ore  is  clearly  seen  to  be  a  portion  of  the  same 
bed  of  country  rock;  in  other  words,  the  ore  has  retained  the  bedded  structure  of  its 
coimtrv  rock. 

Innumerable  occurrences  of  this  character  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  banded 
structure  of  the  copper  ores.  A  few  will  suffice  to  indicate  the  general  nature. 
The  accompanying  reproductions  of  photographs  indicate  the  general  stages  in 
the  deposition  of  ore  in  strata.  In  Pi.  XXXI,  A,  metamorphosed  limestone  adjacent 
to  a  feeding  strike  fissure — limestone  sUghtly  replaced  by  ore — is  shown,  and  in 
B  a  more  advanced  stage  of  such  replacement  is  represented.  In  PL  XXXII,  A^ 
a  later  stage  of  ore  deposition  is  exhibited,  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
rock  has  been  turned  into  ore  and  the  original  bedding  is  preserved  only  by  bands 
of  siHca,  while  in  PI.  XXXII,  B,  a  stiU  further  advanced  stage  is  shown,  in  which 
practically  the  entire  mass  is  ore,  and  occasional  irregular  bands  of  granular  quartz 
and  a  differentiation  of  the  sulphide  ore  into  beds  of  somewhat  unlike  types  indicate 
on  a  broad  scale  a  bedded  structure  of  the  ore. 

The  foregoing  general  examination  of  the  copper  ore  in  limestone  indicates 
that  the  copper  shoots  in  limestone  have  a  bedded  structure,  and  that  the  bedding 
corresponds  to  the  stratification  of  the  country.  These  features  are  generally 
considered  to  signify  in  a  broad  way  that  the  ore  has  taken  the  place  of  the  country 
rock  by  substitution.     They  are  characteristic  of  ^ '  replacement  ^  ^  deposits,  and 
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accordingly  suggest  that  the  copper  deposits  in  Hmestone  were  formed  by  replace- 
ment. 

Although  the  facts  presented  have  often  been  cited  to  show,  in  a  general  way,  the 
replacement  of  country  rock  by  ore,  additional  evidence  is  necessary  for  conclusive 
proof.     On  detailed  observation  it  is  seen  that  just  as  the  massive  beds  of  ore 
appeared  to  replace  massive  beds  of  rock,  so  tliin  bands  of  ore  preserve  the  fine 
laniuiation  of  the  countrj'  rock.     Thus,  a  sample  from  the  No.  6  tunnel.  Highland 
Boy  mine,  shows  copper  and  lead  ore  making  in  bands  in  an  impure  semicrystalline 
limestone;  narrow  seams  composed  of  irregular  grains  of  p\Tite  and  chalcopyrite 
alternate  with  othei  thin  layers  composed  of  galena,  fine-grained  copper  sulphide,  and 
alteration  products  of  limestone  (PI.  XXXIII,  B).     Tliis  may  be  seen  on  both  large 
and  small  scale  in  the  Old  Jordan,  Telegraph,  and  other  mines  operating  on  copper 
oiv  in  limestone.     Such  criteria  tend  to  increase  the  probability  that  the  process 
of  4>re  deposition  in  limestone  was  one  of  replacement.     They  hardly  prove,  however, 
that  tlu»  metasomatic  processes  noted  were  *  *  molecular  processes  involving  simulta- 
neous dissolution   and  precipitation  on  the  one  hand,**  or  ''previous  dissolution 
and  subseijuent  precipitation  on  the  other.* '"     For  * '  the  theorj'  of  the  substitution 
of  lire  for  rock  is  to  be  accepted  only  when  there  is  definite  evidence  of  pseudo- 
iiu»r|»hir  molecular  replacement.*  *''     And  Lindgren  has  held  that  the  only  thorough 
priMif  ii(  Nuch  molecular  replacement  is  that  obtained  by  microscopic  examination 
ol  ihr  iH'cuiTonces  of  individual  ore-making  minerals.     Microscopic  study  of  thin 
>.«H'iioii.s  of  liingham  copper  ore  affords  abundant  evidence.     Thus  the  thin  bands 
in  ilio  oiv  mIiowu  in  PI.  XXXIII,  Bj  are  seen  to  be  in  a  partially  silicified,  semi- 
i'i\siiilliue  liuuvittuie,  and  are  made  up  of  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite  in  rounded, 
lur^iilar  >;rains  and   filaments  embedded  in  quartz  and  calcit'e  associated  with 
tliliiiiio  titiil  alteration  products  of  limestone.     Some  of  the  sulphide  grains  are 
iiulii.i'ii   ui  i|iuu'tz  grains  which  radiate  from  the  sulphide.     Such  features  are 
•  li.ii.it  In  1.4IU'  of  ivplacement,  and  are  usually  deemed  sufficient  proof  that  the 
.ul)ilii(ii*  UhiiuhI  by  moltH:ular  replacement  of  the  country.     Similarly,  deposition 
.1   lilt    -iih'iui  Uv  replacement  is  indicated  by  the  occurrence  of  grains  of  galena 
i.ul  .<  i  iHulan  •grains  of  quartz  in  filaments  lying  between  secondary  semicrystalline 
iM.ui...  Ill  jMUiu'lcN  betwiH^i  quartz  grains,  and  in  irregular  masses  penetrated  and 
..i.ii.uix   uuu»\cd  i>v  quartz  grains  in  semicrystalline  areas. 

'1  \  >i  w  ol  \Uv  i^vvAl  size  of  the  No.  1  shoot  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine  and  the 

•  Ml  !i.-  .tuiiiou  i>ii  the  part  of  some  to  admit  that  so  large  a  body  could  be  formed 

.,  .......  *  lil.ii  u'|ilui'omout,  special  evidence  was  sought  as  to  the  mode  of  deposition 

...  ,..4..uiitai   muss  of  ore.     Specimens  of  pyritized  silicified  limestone  were 

...    \i*  La.:«-ii>uik' prtKH^iiMrs  in  fiBsuieyeins:  Genesis  of  Ore  De|)08it8.  Am.  Inst.  Mln.  Kiig..l9U2,p.5iS, 
J.    1  ^viubiv  (>(  ore  deposits  by  Po^pn<':  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  1902,  p. 
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photomicrographs   showing   replacemext  of  metamorphosed   limestone  by 

(;halcx>pyrite  and   pyrite. 

A.  Chalcopynte  developing  in  marmorized  silicified  limestone.  ( Sp.  H.  B.  29 ;  without  analyzer,  X  48  -r  •) 
From  No.  1  on*  IxHly,  No.  6  level,  Highland  Boy  mine.  Chalcopyritc  (Ch)  invading  limestone  metamorphosed 
iofilioeouH  nuiH^le  rniule  up  of  granular  calcite  (C)  and  quartz  (Q).    Chaloopyrite  replaces  calcite  and  quartz. 

B.  Chalropyrite  and  pyrite  replacing  siliceous  limestone.  (Sp.  H.  B.  29;  without  analyzer,  X  66.) 
From  No.  1  ore  U>dy,  No.  6  level,  Highland  Boy  mine.  Irregular  intergrowth  of  chalcopyrite  (Ch)  and  pyrite 
(F)  replacing  cabrite  (C)  and  quartz  (Q>. 
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PLATE    XXXV. 

PHOTOMICROGRAPHS    SHOWING    REPLACEMENT    OF    METAMORPHOSED    LIMESTONE   AND 

A    NORMAL   CALCAREOUS   SHALE. 

-4.  Intcrgrowth  of  chalcopyritc  and  pyrit^  replacing  quartz.  (Sp.  No.  103b;  without  analyzer,  X  48.) 
From  No.  4  level,  Highland  Boy  mine.  The  chaleopyrit^  and  pyritc  encircle  and  replace  the  quartz  of  an 
entirely  silicified  limestone.  This  section  from  a  .sjHX-imen  from  an  upper  level  shows  evidences  of  superficial 
alteration  not  apparent  in  the  reproduction.  The  margins  of  the  sulphides  are  tarnished,  simulating  pea- 
cock ore. 

B.  Calcareous,  carbonaceous  shale.  (Sp.  No.  295;  without  analyzer,  X  48.)  From  hanging  wall, 
upper  Red  Wing  Extension  tunnel.  Subangular  quartz  grains  roughly  l)edded  in  calcareous,  carbonaceous 
matrix.  Some  of  calcareous  material  has  partially  segregated  in  irregular  area  of  calcite  grains  and  shows 
early  stage  of  formation  of  calcite  vein.  This  section  is  typical  of  those  of  the  black  shale  in  the  geologically 
upper  portion  of  the  Bingham  section. 
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taken  from  various  points  on  the  periphen^  of  this  great  ore  shoot  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  relation  of  the  mineraHzation  to  the  country  rock.'  Microscopic 
examination  of  thin  sections  of  these  specimens  leaves  little  room  for  doubt  as  to 
the  process  of  ore  deposition. 

Several  stages  of  replacement  of  the  calcareous  country  rock  by  copper-bearing 
sulphides  may  be  observed.  This  process  is  characterized  in  general  by  calcareous, 
partially  calcitized,  groundmass  (limestone),  which  is  penetrated  by  branches, 
veinlets,  and  irregular  patches  of  mtimately  associated,  coarse,  granular  quartz, 
pyiite,  and  chalcopyrite,  and  irregular  patches  of  fine-grained,  noncrystalline 
quartz.  The  coarse  quartz,  the  pyrite,  and  the  chalcop^-rite  may  be  seen  clearly 
replacing  calcite.  Quartz  runs  out  in  fine  filaments  and  occasionally  incloses  and 
shades  off  gradually  into  calcite.  The  sulphides  grow  into  calcite  grains  along 
irregular  margins  and  send  filaments  into  quartz,  seemingly  encroaching  on  and 
thus  gradually  replacing  quartz.  Progressive  stages  in  this  process  may  be  clearly 
made  out  as  follows:  (1)  Calcareous  groundmass  showing  small,  irregular  quartz 
areas,  which  are  occasionally  separate  and  occasionally  associated  with  small  grains 
and  tongues  of  chalcopyrite  (PI.  XXXIV,  A);  (2)  coarse  quartz  and  sulphides 
penetrating  a  calcareous  groundmass  in  small,  isolated  areas  and  larger,  irregular 
patches  (PL  XXXIV,  B);  (3)  complete  extinction  of  calcareous  groundmass 
tlirough  replacement  by  coarse  quartz  and  sulpliides  (PL  XXXV,  -4) ;  (4)  continued 
replacement  by  sulphides  to  extinction  of  all  except  occasional  bands  and  isolated 
areas  of  granular  quartz.  Molecular  replacement  of  countrj^  rock  by  copper  and 
iron  sulphide  is  thus  shown  by  microscopic  study. 

In  brief,  the  retention  of  stratification  of  the  country  rock  by  banding  in 
copper  shoots  and  the  banded  structure  of  ore  tend  to  show  the  deposition  of  copper 
ore  in  limestone  by  replacement  of  the  country  rock.  The  growth  of  secondary 
quartz,  pyrite,  and  chalcop^Tite  in  calcite,  observ^ed  under  the  microscope,  proves 
that  the  deposition  of  copper-sulphide  ore  in  limestone  took  place  by  molecular 
replacement 

Relation  of  fissures  to  deposition  of  copper  ore  in  limestone, — Replacement  of 
the  limestone  country  rock  by  copper-sulphide  ore  might  have  been  induced  in 
either  of  the  two  ways  under  consideration:  (1)  By  entrance  of  mineral-laden 
solutions  from  fissures,  or  (2)  by  metamorphic  action  due  to  intrusions.  Detailed 
investigation  throws  much  light  on  the  parts  played  by  each  of  these  modes  in  the 
generation  of  the  replacement  bodies  of  copper  ore. 

A  reconnaissance  examination  of  these  ore  todies  leads  to  the  general  impression 
that  they  were  formed  by  replacement  of  the  country  rock  by  deposition  from  solu- 
tions introduced  along  northeast-southwest  fissures.     Thus  a  composite  country 

o  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  R .  H .  Channing,  manager,  and  Mr.  T.  R .  Drummond,  assayer,  of  the  EUghland  Boy  mine, 
ftn  excellent  collection  of  special  samples  was  carefully  made  for  this  purpose. 
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embracing  quartzite,  limestone,  shale,  and  intniBives  is  much  crushed,  fractured, 
and  fissured.  Within  certain  northeast-southwest  fracture  zones,  between  porphyry, 
quartzite,  and  limestone  walls,  continuous  ore  occurs.  Within  limestones  and  cal- 
careous shales,  adjacent  to  these  ore-bearing  fracture  zones,  ore  occurs  in  fiat  bodies 
corresponding  to  limestone  strata. 

A  natural  supposition  arises  that  the  ore-bearing  agent  entered  strong,  deep- 
reachiug  fissures,  rose  along  them,  depositing  ore  iu  transit,  entered  readily  soluble, 
calcareous  rocks,  and  made  out  laterally  from  the  fissures  along  more  easily  replaced 
limestone  strata. 

This  supposition  appears  to  be  somewhat  further  strengthened  by  several 
criteria  gained  through  detailed  studies.  The  principal  copper  bodies  are  either 
adjacent  to  or  apparently  cut  by 
strong  mineralized  fractures.  In  coun- 
try rock  which  has  not  been  pene- 
trated by  ft^ictures  such  ore  shoots  are 
unknown.  Neither  the  "  filling  ores " 
in  the  fractures  nor  the  ' '  replacement ' ' 
ores  in  the  limestones  are  older  than 
the  intrusives,  and  it  is  not  known 
that  the  two  were  not  formed  con- 
temporaneously. That  the  solutions 
were  ascending  appears  to  be  proved 
in  localities  where  mineralized  fissures 
bifurcate  and  terminate  upward  (see 
fig,  6).  Finally,  several  occurrencea 
exhibit  bands  of  ore  (ai^ntiferoua 
galena  in  the  Neptune  and  cupriferous 
and  auriferous  pyrite  in  the  Colorado) 
in  fissures  diverging  laterally  horn  their 
parallel  vertical  course  and  continuing 
horizontally  into  limestone  (see  fig.  7). 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  typical  replacement  ore  in  lime- 
atone  is  essentially  a  copper  ore  and  the  typical  lode  ore  is  essentially  a  lead-silver 
ore.  Thus,  the  No.  1  shoot  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine  is  a  mixture  of  copper  and 
iron  sulphides  with  associated  gold  and  silver  in  minor  amounts,  while  the  typical 
lode  ore,  e.  g.,  Silver  Shield  and  Galena  lodes,  is  an  argentiferous  galena  with  occa- 
sionally argentiferous  tetrahedrite  and  a  scattering  of  copper  and  iron  sulphides. 
These  two  types  of  ore,  the  pyritous  copper  and  the  argentiferous  lead,  so  far  aa 
known,  have  not  been  observed  to  grade  one  into  the  other,  but  are  minerol- 
c^cally  distinct.'    Furthermore,  while  the  copper  bodies  occur  in  limestone  adjacent 


u  ot  copper  uhI  IroD  n 
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to  lodes,  the  physical  connection  of  one  with  the  other  was  lot  found  in  the  course 
of  underground  study.  Although  ore  bodies  are  unknown  in  unfractured  ground, 
much  fractured  country  rock  has  been  explored  which  did  not  show  ore.  As  regards 
the  relative  dat«  of  the  dejiosition  of  the  lode  ore  and  of  the  replacement  ore,  the 
former  is  later  than  the  intrusives,  the  latter,  in  part  at  least,  is  probably  roughly 
contemporaneous  with  intrusion.  The  age  of  the  bulk  of  the  replacement  ore  has 
not  been  proved.  It  was  probably  either  contemporaneous  with  intrusion  or  con- 
temporaneous with  the  subsequent  deposition  of  the  lode  ore.  Certainly  not  all 
replacement  ore  was  deposited  simultaneously  with  lode  ora 

Regarding  the  occurrence  in  the  Colorado  mine  of  copper  sulphide  m  a  fissure 
feeding  replacement  ore  in  limestone   it  is  to  be  noted   first   that  the  example  is 
an  isolated  and  extremely  limited  one 
and,  second,  that  the  occurrence  is 
unusual,  the  copper  ore  in  the  fissure 
not  being  the  typical  lode  ore. 

Although  these  comparisons  thron 
doubt  on  the  probability  that  the  lode 
fractures  were  the  channels  by  which 
the  copper-bearing  solution  reached 
the  limestone,  they  do  not  disprove 
that  supposition.  Search  for  con- 
clusive evidence  on  these  critical 
points  was  unsuccessful.  Additional 
evidence  is  required  to  warrant  the 
conclusion  that  strong  fissures  were 
the  sole  sources  of  copper-bearing 
solutions.  Until  that  is  obtained, 
the  part  played  by  fissures  in  the 
generation  of  these  ores  can  not  be 
definitely  stated. 

Relation  of  intrusives  to  deposition,  of  copper  ore  in  limestone. — It  is  a  common 
observation  that  intrusives  are  causatively  related  to  the  generation  of  ore.  The 
precise  character  of  this  relation  has  never  been  acceptably  determined.  Recently 
microscopic  study  has  served  greatly  to  increase  knowledge  of  this  problem.  It 
tends  to  show  that  a  distinct  typie  of  ore,  indicated  by  characteristics  of  composition 
and  association,  is  formed  through  the  agency  of  intrusives.  Ores  of  this  type  may 
be  termed  "contact  deposits." 

"In  many  schemes  of  classification  and  description  the  term  'contact  deposit' 
has  been  somewhat  loosely  apphed  to  all  accumulations  of  useful  minerals  (other 
than  those  of  unquestioned  sedimentary  origin)  which  are  enclosed  between  two 
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different  rocks.     As  thus  used,  the  term  may  indicate  deposits  of  widely  difiFering 
origin,  and  unless  qualified  is  not  in  place  in  a  genetic  classification/*" 

Instances  of  two  t3T)es  will  suffice  for  illustration:  (1)  Valuable  ore  bodies  are 
known  to  occur  in  the  lower  portion  of  Umestone  at  or  near  its  contact  with  under- 
lying quartzite.  Such  deposits  are  commonly  termed  by  mining  men  "contact 
deposits/ '  (2)  Again,  useful  minerals,  which  in  well-recognized  instances  constitute 
ore,  are  found  in  sedimentary  rocks  (especially  in  calcareous  sediments)  adjacent 
to  intrusives.     Such  bodies  also  have  been  termed  "contact  deposits/' 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  bodies  of  the  first  class  do  not  necessarily  lie  at  the 
contact,  nor  in  definite  relation  to  it,  but  probably  occur  with  equal  frequency  at 
various  levels  above  it  in  the  limestone,  and  thus  are  not  genetically  restricted  to 
the  contact,  it  seems  somewhat  inappropriate  to  term  them  contact  deposits. 
Further,  since  bodies  of  the  second  class  do  occur  on  or  adjacent  to  contacts  between 
sedimentary  rocks  and  intrusives,  and  some  are  apparently  restricted  to  such 
occurrences,  such  bodies  might  appropriately  be  termed  contact  deposits.  Accord- 
ingly, in  this  discussion  the  term  "contact  deposits' '  wiU  be  applied  only  to  irregular 
ore  deposits  occurring  in  metamorphosed  sedimentary  rocks  (more  especially  lime- 
stones) at  or  within  a  short  distance  of  an  intrusive  in  association  with  typical 
contact  metamorphic  minerals  (e.  g.,  garnet,  epidote,  tremolite,  magnetite,  specu- 
larite,  pyrrhotite,  etc.). 

The  sedimentary  rocks  of  Bingham,  as  has  been  shown,  have  suffered  extensive 
contact  metamorphism.  The  principal  alteration  produced  has  been  in  limestone, 
although  quartzite  is  somewhat  metamorphosed.  Normal  blue  limestone  has  been 
changed  to  coarse  marble,  to  siliceous  semicrystalline  marble,  and  to  banded  marble 
with  chert  nodules  and  bands.  Intense  silicification,  induced  in  part  at  least  by 
intrusives,  has  produced  large  amounts  of  granular  quartz,  changed  some  beds  to 
chert,  and  others  to  porous,  cavernous  quartz.  It  has  already  been  brought  out, 
in  the  consideration  of  other  subjects,  that  garnet  in  small  amoimts,  tremolite, 
probably  epidote,  and  possibly  a  little  fluorite,  occur  in  the  altered  limestone; 
and  pyrrhotite  has  been  found  widely  distributed  through  the  sulphide  ores. 

In  view  of  these  changes  which  intrusives  produced  in  the  country  rock  it  is 
pertinent  to  inquire  particularly  into  the  possible  direct  influence  which  they  may 
have  had  in  forming  copper  ore  in  limestone.  Certain  minerals,  through  their 
constant  association  in  known  deposits,  have  come  to  be  recognized  as  character- 
istic of  contact  deposits. 

"Ore  minerals' '  characteristic  of  contact  deposits  are, ' 'specularite, magnetite, 
bomite,  chalcopyrite,  pyrite,  pyrrhotite,  and  more  rarely  galena  and  zinc  blende.'  '* 

aLlndgren,  Waldemar,  Character  and  genesis  of  certain  ore  deposits:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Kin.  Eng., 
1902,  p.  716. 

b  Idem,  p.  717. 
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PLATE    XXXVI. 

PHOTOMICROGRAPHS    OF    CHALCOPYRITE   AND  PYRITE   ASSOCIATED   WITH   CONTACT- 

METAMORPHIC   MINERALS. 

A.  Green  garnet  in  calcite.  (Sp.  H.  B.  16;  without  analyzer,  X  36.)  From  Highland  Boy  limestone, 
No.  7  level,  Highland  Boy  mine,  60  feet  from  monzonite  intrusive.  Individual  crystals  and  aggregates  of 
crystals  of  green  garnet  in  marmorized  limestone. 

B.  Chalcopyrite  and  pyrite  associated  with  green  garnet  in  calcite.  (Sp.  H.  B.  16;  without  analyzer, 
X  36.)  The  darkest  areas  are  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite  grains  intergrown  with  garnet.  Near  these  crystals, 
just  outside  of  this  field,  semicrystalline  masses  of  pyrite  and  irregular  masses  of  chalcopyrite  are  developed 
in  and  around  garnets  and  zinc  blende  (see  PI.  XXXVII). 
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The  gangue  contains  garnet,  wollastonite,  epidote,  ilvaite,  amphibole,  pyroxene, 
quartz,  and  calcite;  rarely  fluorite  and  barite.  ''The  characteristic  feature  is 
the  association  of  the  oxides  of  iron  with  sulphides/ '  .  .  .  '  'and  the  presence 
of  various  silicates  of  lime,  magnesia,  and  iron.'  '^ 

All  of  these  characteristic  ore  minerals  occur  in  Bingham  associated  with 
bodies  of  copper  ore  in  limestone,  and  a  number  of  the  gangue  minerals  have  been 
recognized.  Specularite  was  found  in  quartzite  on  the  slope  above  the  Evans 
tunnel,  and  it  occurs  plentifully  in  the  Highland  Boy  mine  in  limestone  adjacent 
to  fissures  of  the  great  east-west  fracture  zone  (see  PI.  XXXVI  Ay  and  fig.  2). 
It  is  a  finely  cleavable  variety  that  occurs  in  masses  associated  with  magnetite, 
chalcopyrite,  and  pyrite,  and  inclosed  by  bands  of  hematite.  It  also  occurs  in 
radiating  foils  mingled  with  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite,  replacing  calcareous  wall  rock 
adjacent  to  minor  fractures.  In  other  cases  it  is  in  seams  and  crystalline  flakes 
associated  with  the  same  minerals  and  some  galena  and  carbonates  of  calcium  and 
magnesium.  Small  quantities  of  a  magnetic  black  metallic  mineral  are  intimately 
associated  with  specularite.  No  titanium  was  detected  in  tliis  by  wet  test,  and 
it  is  believed  to  be  magnetite.  Galena  is  found  with  these  minerals;  also  zinc  blende; 
both,  however,  in  subordinate  amounts.  Pyrrhotite  in  massive  form  is  disseminated 
through  some  of  the  copper  sulphide  ore  in  intimate  association  with  pyrite  and 
chalcopyrite.  Finally,  pyrite,  and  especially  chalcopyrite,  is  associated  with  these 
type  minerals  in  lean  ore  on  the  margins  of  ore  bodies  adjacent  to  intrusives  in  the 
Highland  Boy,  and  constitutes  the  bulk  of  the  primary  copper  ores. 

Thus  a  sample  from  the  base  of  No.  1  shoot,  No.  7  tunnel,  Highland  Boy  mine, 
along  the  zone  of  transition  from  ore  to  barren  marble,  and  adjacent  to  a  cross- 
cutting  sill,  affords  clear  evidence  on  the  association  of  chalcopyrite  and  garnet  in 
marmorized  limestone  adjacent  to  intrusives.  The  development  of  pale  brownish- 
green  garnet  in  a  groundmass  of  calcite  is  seen,  under  the  microscope,  to  proceed 
from  small,  rounded  grains  through  larger,  semicrystalline  grains  to  well-formed 
crystals  and  aggregates  of  crystals  (see  PI.  XXXVI,  B).  Intimately  ftssociated 
with  these  garnets  are  grains  and  irregular  patches  of  chalcopyrite.  Thus  grains 
of  chalcopyrite  appear  at  the  core  of  garnet  crystals,  scattered  through  them, 
distributed  along  their  margins,  and  also  associated  in  similar  unsystematic 
manner  with  the  aggregates  and  irregular  areas  of  garnet.  Occasionally  garnet 
appears  inclosed  by  chalcopyrite.  Clearly  some  of  the  garnet  was  formed  after  some 
of  the  chalcopyrite,  and  before  other  portions  of •  chalcopyrite.  It  can  not  be 
affirmed  that  some  of  the  garnet  and  some  of  the  chalcopyrite  were  not  formed 
at  distinct  dates  by  different  factors.  The  observed  features  tend  rather  to  show, 
however,  that  the  garnet  and  chalcopyrite  are  of  contemporaneous  origin.     Again, 

a  Lindgren/;Waldemar,  Character  and  genesis  of  certain  contact  deposits:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.. 
1902,  p.  717. 
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zinc  blende  occurs  in  irregular  masses  embedded  in  the  calcite  groimdmass  and 
frin*:;ed  and  penetrated  by  narrow  irregular  bands  of  chalcopyrite  (PI.  XXXVII,  A). 

A  number  of  the  other  characteristic  gangue  minerals  have  been  detected.  In 
addition  to  the  occurrence  of  garnet,  described  above,  others  have  been  found  in 
the  Highland  Boy,  Old  Jordan,  and  Commercial  mines.  Secondary  quartz  and 
calcite  are  found  associated  with  intrusives  throughout  the  district.  Greenish- 
yellow  chlorite  (a  more  unusual  contact  mineral)''  has  been  recognized  in  several 
places,  especially  in  the  fractured  country  adjacent  to  east-w^est  fissures  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  Highland  Boy  mine.  It  occurs  in  elongated  lenticular  areas 
associated  wdth  calcite,  adjacent  to  a  fissure  witliin  a  shear  zone.  Again,  bands 
made  up  of  small,  irregular  grains  of  chlorite  traverse  a  granular  groundmass 
of  calcite.  Branching  seams  of  chalcopyrite  penetrate  the  chlorite  along  the 
contacts  of  these  bands  with  the  groundmass.  Plates  of  chlorite  inclose  grains  of 
chalcopyrite  in  another  occurrence.  In  another  sUde  of  a  sample  from  the  Highland 
Boy  mine,  subangular  grains  and  medium-sized  pieces  of  oUvine  occur,  in  some 
instances  apparently  passing  into  serpentine.  Tremolite  occurs  in  coarse  marble  in 
stellate  aggregates  of  w^hite,  acicular  crystals.  A  small  occurrence  of  an  unproved 
mineral  resembling  fluorite  was  found  in  the  Highland  Boy;  and  large  areas  made 
up  of  bundles  of  fine,  parallel  acicular  crystals  or  filaments  occurring  in  marble 
are  probably  composed  of  the  silicates  that  are  typical  of  contact  metamor- 
phism  of  limestone.  Further  study  would  doubtless  lead  to  the  discovery  of  other 
minerals  characteristic  of  contact  metamorphism. 

The  extensive  contact  metamorphism  in  this  district,  the  occurrence  of  gangue 
minerals  characteristic  of  contact  deposits  in  intimate  association  with  ore  minerals, 
the  restriction  of  the  copper  shoots  in  limestone  to  areas  of  contact  metamorphism, 
the  content  of  some  gold  and  silver  in  the  sulphides,  and  the  association  of  oxides 
of  iron  with  the  sulphides  of  copper,  suggest  strongly  a  causal  relationship  between 
intrusives  and  deposition  of  copper  ore. 

The  development  of  chalcopyrite  in  contact-metamorphic  garnet,  and  its  asso- 
ciation with  chlorite,  pyrrhotite,  and  specularite  (PI.  XXXVII,  JS),  show  that 
some  of  the  copper  ore  in  limestone  is  a  *' contact  deposit.'' 

The  presence  of  tellurium,  although  not  understood  at  present,  may  be  signifi- 
cant. A  characteristic  sample  of  black  copper  sulphide  associated  with  and  appar- 
ently secondary  upon  pyrite  and  chalcopyrite,  from  the  Conmiercial  mine,  yielded, 
on  assays  by  Doctor  Allen,  42.3  per  cent  copper,  58.6  ounces  silver,  and  3.8  ounces 
gold ;  and  qualitative  tests  bj^  Doctor  Hillebrand  showed  that  appreciable  amounts 
of  tellurium,  antimony,  and  arsenic  were  present.  He  concluded  that  ''from  the 
amount  of  tellurium  present  it  seems  probable  that  the  silver  and  gold  both  exist 

a  Harker,  A.,  Petrology  for  Students.  2d  ed.,  1807,  p.  283. 
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PLATE    XXXVII. 

PHOTOMICROGR^VPHS    OF    GHALCOPYRITE    ASSOCIATED    WITH    COXTACT-MET AMORPHIC 

MINERALS.    . 

A.  Chalcopyrite  with  zinc  blende  and  garnet  in  calcite.  (Sp.  H.  B.  16;  without  analyzer,  with  converger, 
X  36.)  From  metamorphosed  limestone  60  feet  from  monzonitic  intrusive,  Xo.  7  level,  Highland  Boy  mine. 
The  darkest  areas  (Ch)  are  intergrowths  of  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite.  They  fringe  the  zinc  blende  (Z)  and 
are  intei^grown  with  it  and  green  garnet  (G).    The  groundmass  is  calcite  (C). 

B.  Specularite  replacing  calcite.  (Sp.  No.  313;  without  analyzer,  X  66 -r-)  From  wall  of  east-west 
fissure,  west  end  No.  6  level,  Highland  Boy  mine.  The  black  areas  are  foils  of  specularite  (S)  which  replace 
calcite.  The  hand  specimen  from  which  this  thin  section  was  made  shows  chalcopyrite  intergrown  with 
specularite  and  replacing  marble.     (See  PI.  31,  ^,  and  fig.  2.) 
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as  tellurides,  and  that  the  silver  is  not  in  the  siilphantimonite,  but  of  this  there  is 
no  sure  proof."  ^  The  black  copper  sulphides  bearing  the  tellurides  appear  to  be 
secondan'  deposits,  formed  by  replacement  of  the  primary  copper  sulphides.  The 
origin  of  the  pyritous  copper  ore  which  has  been  thus  enriched  is  not  proved. 
Although  it  occurs  in  marmorized  limestone  between  an  underiying  monzonite  sill 
and  an  overiying  monzonite  laccolith,  characteristic  contact  minerals  were  not 
found  associated  with  it.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  was  it  clear  that  neighboring 
postmineral  faults  were  premineral  fissures  which  might  have  served  as  channels 
for  mineral-bearing  solutions. 

The  fact  that  '  *  tellurides  are  unknown  * ' ''  as  constituent  minerals  in  contact 
^deposits  would  seem  to  militate  strongly  against  the  probability  of  this  manner  of 
origin  of  the  particular  copper  ore  in  which  it  occurs.  Tellurides  have  been  found 
associated  with  rich  ore,^  which,  it  is  supposed,  was  '^carried  into  the  fissures  in 
solution  and  deposited  largely  as  a  replacement  of  the  country  rock.'^^  On  the 
other  hand,  bismuth  telluride  is  reported  to  occur  in  the  Dolcoath  mine,  at  Elkhom, 
Mont.,  in  gametiferous  contact  metamorphic  ore.''  Although  the  relation  of  the 
telluride  to  the  ore  is  obscure,  it  is  believed  that  the  telluride  did  not  originate 
contemporaneously  wdth  the  contact  ore,  but  at  a  later  date. 

The  occurrence  of  traces  of  telluride  in  primary  pyritous  copper  and  in  enriched 
black  sulphide  copper  ore  is  not  conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  origin  of  this  ore.  It 
indicates,  so  far  as  may  be  judged  from  the  instances  cited,  the  formation  of  the  ore 
containing  the  tellurides  by  deposition  from  solutions  traversing  fissures.  Further, 
the  fact  that  the  evidence  obtained,  though  conclusive  regarding  the  immediate 
localities  in  which  it  was  gained,  was  not  more  widely  observed,  is  somewhat  unfa- 
vorable to  the  explanation  of  the  deposition  of  the  copper  ores  in  limestone  solely 
by  contact  metamorphism.  Until  additional  evidence  is  obtained,  therefore,  the 
deposition  of  only  a  portion  of  these  copper  bodies  in  limestone  may  be  surely 
attributed  to  contact  metamorphisrti. 

It  appears  that  the  evidence  obtained  is  insufficient  to  warrant  the  assignment 
of  the  origin  of  all  the  copper  ores  in  limestone  to  any  single  cause.  That  the  mineral- 
bearing  solutions  entered  the  limestone  through  the  lode  fractures  has  not  been 
disproved.  Some  facts,  however,  seem  to  indicate  that  this  was  not  the  sole  mode 
of  deposition,  and  concrete  evidence  in  favor  of  this  process  is  lacking.  Accord- 
ingly, settlement  of  this  problem  awaits  conclusive  evidence.     On  the  other  hand, 

n  HlUebrand,  W.  F.,  Report  on  chemical  work. 

ff  Lindgren,  Waldemar,  Character  and  genesis  of  certain  contact  deposits:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Mln.  Eng., 
1902,  p.  717. 

«Hillebrand.  W.  F.,  Mineralogical  notes  on  tellurides,  etc.:  Bull.  U.  S.  Geol.  Survey  No.  167,  p.  57. 

d  Penrose,  R.  A.  F..  jr.,  Geology  and  mining  industry  of  the  Cripple  Creek  district,  Colorado,  by  Whitman  Cross  and 
R.  A.  F.  Penroee:  Sixteenth  Ann.  Rept.,  U.  S.  Geol.  Siir\'ey,  pt.  2,  p.  166. 

•  Weed,  W.  H.,  Geology  and  ore  deposits  of  the  Elkhom  mining  district:  Twenty-second  Ann.  Rept.  U.  8.  Geol.  Sur- 
vey, pt.  2,  p.  506. 
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a  portion  of  the  copper  ore  has  been  found  i^ithout  doubt  to  have  been  immediately 
due  to  intrusives.  The  evidence  is  not  suflficiently  complete  to  justify  the  conclu- 
sion that  all  the  copper  ore  in  limestone  was  formed  by  the  influence  of  intrusives. 
Summary. — Although  the  precise  parts  which  ascending  solutions  from  fissures 
and  intrusives  played  in  the  formation  of  the  copper  ore  in  limestone  has  not  been 
determined,  the  main  features  are  clear.  In  general,  it  is  probable  that  the  principal 
source  of  the  copper  ore  in  Umestone  was  the  magma  of  the  intrusive;  that  the 
mineral  elements  were  transported  by  the  intrusives  and  by  thermal  solutions  and 
vapors  emitted  from  both  their  superficial  and  deeper  portions,  and  that  ore  was 
deposited  by  molecular  replacement  of  a  metamorphosed,  at  least  partially  mar- 
morized,  and  silicified  country  rock. 

PERIODS   OF    MINERALIZATIOX. 

Two  periods  of  mineralization  appear  to  be  indicated  by  the  general  occurrence 
of  the  ores,  but  absolute  proof  is  lacking.  The  occurrence  of  chalcop\Tite  and  pyrite 
intergrown  with  contact  metamorphic  minerals  adjacent  to  intrusives  on  the 
border  of  the  largest  body  of  copper  ore  in  the  district  signifies  that  some  of  the 
copper  ore  was  formed  by  contact  metamorphic  action  at  the  date  of  intrusion. 
The  argentiferous  lead  ores,  however,  occur  in  fissures  that  traverse  the  intrusives; 
accordingly,  they  were  formed  after  the  intrusion.  No  means  of  fixing  this  later 
date  of  mineralization  has  been  found;  it  mav  have  been  immediatelv  after  the 
intrusive  had  cooled  to  sufficient  hardness  to  allow  distinct  fissuring.  In  this  case 
it  may  be  conceived  as  a  later  effect  or  consequence  of  the  intrusion.  Or  it  might 
have  been  deposited  contemporaneously  with  the  extrusion  of  andesite,  which  is 
believed  to  have  occurred  considerably  later  than  the  intrusion.  The  absence  of 
metallic  values  in  the  extrusive  so  far  as  known  is  unfavorable  to  the  hypothesis 
that  the  fissure  and  lode  are  contemporaneous  with  the  extrusion.  It  thus  appears 
probable  that  the  fissure  and  lode  ores  were  formed  subsequent  to  the  date  of  intru- 
sion— perhaps  by  after  action.  The  continuation  of  bands  of  lead  ore  out  from 
a  fis-ure  along  beds. of  limestone,  as  observed  in  the  Neptune  mine,  and  similarly 
of  cupriferous  pyrite,  as  observed  in  the  Colorado  mine,  would  seem  to  indicate 
th^t  some  of  the  ore  in  limestones,  copper  as  well  as  argentiferous  lead,  was  not 
formed  imtil  the  second  period  of  mineralization.  Some  observations,  of  uncertain 
value,  in  the  York,  Petro,  Montezuma,  and  other  properties,  also  suggest  more 
than  one  period  of  mineralization. 

In  short,  the  ores  of  Bingham  were  probably  deposited  during  two  main  periods 
of  mineralization,  some  of  the  pyritic  copper  ore  being  developed  contemporaneously 
with  intrusion,  and  the  argentiferous  lead  ores  and  the  remainder  of  the  copper 
ore  being  deposited  later — possibly  by  after  action. 
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DATE   OF   ORE   DEPOSITION. 

Although  it  appears  that  the  main  ore  bodies  at  Bingham  which  occur  in  sedi- 
ments he  entirely  within  rocks  of  upper  Carboniferous  age,  the  precise  date  or  dates 
when  ore  deposition  took  place  have  not  been  fixed.  The  special  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining the  date  of  ore  deposition  arises  from  the  fact  that  only  a  small  part  of  the 
geologic  history — that  recorded  by  a  portion  of  a  single  formation — can  be  read 
within  this  area,  and  that  this  part  can  not  be  precisely  correlated  with  any  part 
of  the  record  of  neighboring  areas  whose  geologic  history  is  known  because  this 
region  is  separated  from  them  by  extensive  Quaternary  deposits.  Time  limits  can 
be  determined,  then,  only  by  broad  and  correspondingly  uncertain  correlations. 

Dates  of  periods  of  mineralization  are  commonly  fixed  \\4th  reference  to  geologic 
events  of  known  geologic  date.  In  this  instance  it  is  known  that  ore  deposition 
took  place  after  the  deposition  of  upper  Carboniferous  sediments,  after  the  epoch 
of  intrusion,  and  after  the  formation  of  northeast-southwest  fissures.  On  the  other 
Umit  it  is  known  that  ore  deposition  took  place  before  fissuring  in  northwest-south- 
east directions  and  secondary  movement  on  northeast-southwest  fissures.  Further, 
although  definite  evidence  could  not  be  found  to  prove  the  age  of  the  northeast- 
southwest  and  northwest-southeast  fissures  and  of  ore  deposition  as  related  to  that 
of  the  epoch  of  extrusion,  it  seems  probable  that  ore  was  deposited  long  before 
extrusion  occurred.  If  the  period  of  extrusion  in  this  region  was  contemporaneous 
with  that  of  similar  extrusions  between  the  Wasatch  and  Uinta  ranges,  it  took 
place  after  Vermihon  Creek  Tertiary  time.  On  the  other  Umit,  the  period  of  intru- 
sion took  place  later  than  upper  Carboniferous  time.  According  to  the  closest 
approximation  it  is  now  possible  to  make  by  such  necessarily  broad  and  uncertain 
correlations,  the  ore  at  Bingham  was  deposited  between  upper  Carboniferous  and 
VermiUon  Creek  Tertiary  times. 

SUPERFICIAL   ALTERATION. 

Owing  to  lack  of  development  in  depth  in  mines  which  are  open,  to  inacces- 
sibiUty  of  abandoned  workings  in  oxidized  and  carbonate  ores,  and  to  drowning 
of  the  deepest  mines,  the  data  relating  to  the  alteration  of  ore  deposits  in  Bing- 
ham are  necessarily  incomplete.  Isolated  points  and  portions  of  the  succession 
of  changes  representing  different  stages  in  the  sequence  of  alteration  were 
observed.  By  combining  these,  and  comparing  the  composite  history  thus  obtained 
with  results  obtained  in  other  districts  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  certain 
general  conclusions  have  been  reached.  In  view  of  the  imperfection  in  the  record 
of  alteration,  these  understate  rather  than  overstate  the  probabihties. 

The  alteration  of  ore  deposits,  as  that  phrase  is  commonly  understood,  com- 
prises those  changes  which  take  place  through  the  oxidation  of  the  surface  portions 
of  ore  bodies  to  oxides,  carbonates,  etc.     Observations  of  this  process  long  ago 
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passed  the  theoretical  stage,  and  it  is  now  generally  accepted  as  a  factor  of  primary 
commercial  importance.  In  late  years  the  extension  of  mining  operations  to  new 
regions  having  peculiar  climatic  conditions,  and  to  greater  depths  in  the  old  camps, 
has  made  possible  the  elaboration  of  this  conception  along  lines  of  vital  importance 
to  mine  owners.  In  brief,  below  this  zone  of  oxides,  carbonates,  etc.,  a  zone  of 
rich  secondary  sulphides  of  limited  vertical  extent  is  now  usually  recognized.  Below 
this  a  zone  of  leaner  sulphides  extends  to  unproved  depths. 

This  zone  of  rich  secondary  sulphides,  intermediate  in  position  between  the 
overlying  zone  of  oxides  and  carbonates  and  the  underlying  zone  of  lean  sulphides, 
has  been  termed  by  the  originator  and  elaborator  of  this  conception  a  **zone  of 
secondary  enrichment.' ' '  It  has  been  clearly  shown  by  Emmons,  Weed,  and  ofheis, 
and  bv  recent  evidence,  that  this  enrichment  results  from  the  downward  extension 
of  superficial  agencies.  As  such  it  may  be  regarded  as  one  phase — a  lower,  perhaps 
the  lowest,  round  in  the  ladder  of  changes  which  constitute  superficial  alteration. 
In  this  discussion,  then,  the  term  superficial  alteration  will  be  used  to  denote  not 
only  the  more  superficial  changes  which  led  to  the  formation  of  oxides  and  car- 
bonates, but  also  the  extension  of  those  changes  which  results  in  the  production 
of  secondary  sulphides. 

General  character, — Superficial  alteration  of  the  ore  bodies  has  produced  three 
great  zones  which  are  disposed  roughly  parallel  with  the  surface,  and  thus  with 
one  another.  The  upper,  at  and  immediatelj'  below  the  surface,  is  known  as  the 
oxidized  zone;  the  next  below  as  the  carbonate  and  oxide  zone,  and  the  third  and 
deepest,  as  the  sulphide  enrichment  zone.  These  zones  diflFer  in  position  and  extent 
for  the  ores  of  diflFerent  metals,  and  are  rarely  sharply  limited  even  for  an  ore  of  a 
single  metal.  Below  these  the  ore  bodies  extend  in  their  original  or  unaltered 
condition  ^to  unproved  depths.  The  depth  to  which  the  alteration  as  a  whole 
extends,  as  well  as  the  limits  of  the  several  zones  individually,  is  inconstant  and 
often  poorly  marked.  In  a  broad  way,  however,  the  depth  is  least  along  the  summit 
of  the  range  and  greatest  along  the  Jordan  Valley. 

From  an  economic  point  of  view  this  aspect  of  the  study  is  of  highest  interest, 
since  from  superficial  alteration  has  resulted  a  relative  concentration  of  the  oxidized 
gold  ores,  the  production  of  the  desirable  carbonate  ores,  and  the  deposition  of  the  rich 
black  sulphide  copper  ores.  In  view  of  this  importance,  and  to  assist  in  the  exten- 
sion of  our  knowledge  on  this  subject  by  further  collection  of  data,  some  of  the 
general  factors  involved  in  superficial  alteration  will  be  briefly  stated. 

Factors, — Temperature  and  moisture,  two  of  the  three  essential  climatic  ele- 
ments, combine  to  make  climate  the  most  important  single  factor  in  the  surface  altera- 
tion of  ore  deposits.     Through  precipitation,  water,  the  primary  agent  of  alteration, 


a  Emmons,  8.  F.,  Secondary  enrichment  of  ore  depoeita:  Trans.  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  Richmond  meeting,  February, 
1030;  and  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  1902,  pp.  434, 440, 482. 
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is  supplied  and  gases  of  the  atmosphere  are  collected.  A  lack  of  water  may  in  part 
be  compensated  by  an  increase  in  time,  but  even  then  the  compensation  is  not  com- 
plete, as  is  shown  by  the  relatively  shallow  alteration  in  some  regions.  Temperature 
operates  to  facilitate  chemical  reactions  by  heating  solutions,  influencing  vegetable 
growth,  hastening  decomposition  of  organic  matter,  and  by  forming  gases  and 
furthering  rock  disintegration,  owing  to  the  difference  in  the  ratios  of  expansion  of  the 
several  constituent  minerals  in  rocks;  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  warm,  arid 
regions  a  deficit  of  precipitation  and  a  surplus  of  high  temperature  causes  conditions 
that  peculiarly  affect  alteration."  The  chemical  and  physical  characters  of  the 
country  rock  are  also  important.  The  nature  of  the  feldspathic  constituents  in 
igneous  rocks;  the  presence  of  carbonates,  sulphates,  and  silicates  of  the  alkalis; 
the  occurrence  of  rare  elements  of  peculiar  stability — all  these  and  many  other  things 
aid  in  determining  that  fundamental  point,  the  chemical  character  of  the  waters. 
The  permeability  of  a  rock — whether  loose  coquina  or  compact  massive  marble, 
discrete  sand  or  a  fine-grained  mud  shale,  unconsolidated  recent  tuff  or  granular, 
crystalline  igneous  rock^governs  in  large  measure  the  circulation  of  the  agents  of 
alteration.  Crushing  and  fracturing  tend  to  increase  the  permeability  of  rocks. 
Well-defined  slip  planes  in  one  area  allow  surface  waters  to  pass  far  below  the  level 
reached  in  adjacent  unbroken  country  rock.  Finally,  surface  relief  enters  into  the 
problem  by  determining  the  fall,  and  thus  the  scope  and  activity  of  ground  water 
from  the  time  it  passes  beneath  the  surface  until  it  reappears  at  the  lowest  level  of 
surface  drainage  (unless  previously  brought  to  the  surface  by  an  aquifer).  This 
base  of  the  relief  and  the  lower  limit  of  the  vadose  or  shallow  undei^ound  water 
circulation  occupied  by  surface  drainage  approximately  determine  the  depth  to 
which  oxidation  may  proceed.  This  last-named  factor,  reUef,  or  topography,  is  one 
which  is  insufficiently  recognized.  Reconstruction  of  former  drainage  systems, 
accurate  determination  of  interruption  in  the  geographic  cycle  (movements  of  land 
masses  with  respect  to  base-level),  the  recognition  of  the  extension  of  a  drainage 
system  through  stream  capture,  or,  reciprocally,  the  division  of  a  drainage  basin  by 
the  intervention  of  accidental  barriers — all  these  and  other  similar  physiographic 
features  are  of  the  deepest  significance  in  determining  the  depth  to  which  surface 
waters  may  reach  to-day,  or  may  have  reached  in  the  past. 

Present  mine  vxUers, — Two  sources  for  the  determination  of  the  chemical  char- 
acter of  mineral-bearing  solutions  are  afforded — present  mine  waters,  and  the 
chemical  nature  of  deposits  from  earlier  solutions. 

The  waters  which  flow  from  the  large  copper  mines,  after  passing  from  the  sur- 
face down  through  the  ore  bodies,  are  deeply  stained  with  copper  sulphate.  Deposits 
from  mine  waters  upon  walls  and  timbers  underground  include  iron  sulphate  (melan- 

a  Emmons,  S.  F.,  The  Delamar  and  Horn  Silver  mines;  two  types  of  ore  deposits  in  the  deserts  of  Nevada  and  Utah: 
Tnuia.  Am.  Inst.  Mln.  Eng.,  February,  1901. 
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terite),  zinc  sulphate  (goslarite),  copper  sulphate  (chalcanthite),  and  copper- 
arsenic  sulphite  (pisanite) .  In  water  which  had  descended  through  monzonite  and 
quartzite  along  the  Galena  fissure  to  the  Utah  level,  and  there  came  to  a  stand, 
limonite  of  the  '*bog  ore^ '  variety  was  deposited  to  a  thickness  of  at  least  10  inches. 
This  same  phenomenon  was  noted  on  a  smaller  scale  in  connection  with  standing 
mine  waters  in  many  mines  of  the  district.  In  the  Montezuma,  Old  Spanish,  High- 
land Boy,  and  the  Winamuck,  sulphureted  hydrogen  was  given  off  when  the  waters 
were  agitated.  In  the  Rosa  and  the  lower  Midland  tunnels  waters  descending 
along  fracture  planes  are  depositing  a  yellowish-brown  and  red  matter  which 
resembles  limonite.  Water  which  has  percolated  through  igneous  rock  into  a 
tunnel  in  Climax  Gulch,  just  below  the  Niagara  mine,  tastes  strongly  of  the  sulphate 
of  iron,  and  water  piped  for  domestic  use  from  an  old  tunnel  in  quartzite,  and  pos- 
sibly some  porphyry,  just  below  the  Niagara  mine,  proved  strongly  acid,  turning 
litmus  bright  pink.  Present  mine  waters  indicate,  then,  that  although  those  descend- 
ing through  limestones  and  porphyries  may  be  somewhat  alkaline,  after  acting  upon 
sulphide  ores  they  escape  laden  with  sulphates  of  zinc,  copper,  and  iron,  and  in  the 
cases  tested  are  acid.  They  are,  so  far  as  known,  descending  waters,  however,  and 
accordingly  are  related  to  the  superficial  alteration  of  the  ore  rather  than  to  its 
original  deposition. 

The  evidence  gained  from  the  second  source,  namely,  the  chemical  nature  of 
ores,  is  not  so  complete  and  definite.  Nonmetallic  residues  taken  from  within 
bodies  of  sulphide  ore  which  formed  in  limestone  proved,  upon  analysis  by  Doctor 
Hillebrand,  to  be  made  up  almost  entirely  of  silica  and  to  contain  only  minute 
portions  of  the  alkalies  calcium  and  magnesium.  Similarly,  seams  in  the  cupriferous 
pyritic  monzonite  of  Upper  Bingham,  also  fissure  veins  in  monzonite  at  the  head 
of  Muddy  Fork,  are  coated  with  small,  imperfect  crystals  of  quartz;  again,  chert, 
porous  quartz,  massive  quartz,  sugary,  siliceous  powder,  and  other  forms  of  silica 
occur  abundantly  in  connection  with  replacement  bodies.  In  thin  sections  of  these 
ores,  also  in  those  of  cupriferous  pyrite-bearing  porphyry,  abundant  quartz  is  inti- 
mately associated  with  metallic  contents,  and  calcite  is  generally  absent,  though 
occasionally  present  in  the  former  in  minute  quantities.  An  exception  to  this 
siliceous  nature  of  the  ores  is  found  in  certain  lead-silver  fissure  ores — e.  g.,  Silver 
Shield  and  Nast.  Hand  specimens  of  these  ores  show  at  the  core  of  the  veins  vugs 
lined  with  calcite  crystals,  or,  as  in  the  Queen  vein,  with  dolomite  crystals,  and  in 
thin  .sections  calcite  may  be  seen  filling  fractures  in  galena,  pyrite,  chalcopyrite, 
and  sphalerite.  In  brief,  with  the  exception  of  secondary  carbonates  in  certain 
fissure  ores,  the  gangue  of  the  ore  appears  to  be  mainly  of  a  siliceous  character. 
The  influence  of  the  country  rock  was  probably  to  make  the  solutions  alkaline; 
the  evidence  at  hand  is  not  conclusive  beyond  showing  that  the  ore-bearing  solutions 
were  aiUceous. 


SUPERFICIAL    ALTERATION    OF   THE    ORES.  215 

Extent  of  alteration  in  depth, — The  ore  bodies  in  this*district,  which  he  in  the 
steep  slopes  of  the  mountain  range,  from  its  summit  to  its  junction  with  the  desert 
on  the  east,  might  be  expected  to  show  a  progressive  increase  in  depth  of  superficial 
alteratiom  from  the  summit  of  the  range  to  its  middle  slopes,  then  a  decrease  in 
depth  to  the  surface  outlet  of  ground  water  in  the  foothills.  The  data  available 
show  that  this  is  the  general  fact,  thmgh  notable  exceptions  to  tliis  broad  tneo- 
retical  expectation  appear.  Some  of  these  are  expUcable.  Our  knowledge  is  insuf- 
ficient, however,  to  satisfactorily  explain  all  the  apparent  discrepancies.  The  chief 
difficulties  are  inaccessibility  of  certain  mines  located  at  crucial  pointy  and  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  physiographic  history  of  the  region,  the  area  studied  being  too 
limited  to  show  the  succession  of  physiographic  events.  In  many  cases  mining 
development  in  the  camp  has  not  progressed  suflBciently  to  prove  the  lower  limit 
of  the  sulphide  enrichment  zone.  Accordingly,  inasmuch  as  the  thickness  of  the 
entire  zone  of  superficial  alteration  from  the  surface  to  primary  sulphides  can  not 
be  fully  treated  in  discussing  depth  of  alteration,  only  the  zones  of  oxidation  and 
carbonatization  will  be  considered.  In  general,  these  two  zones  are  shallowest 
along  the  main  summit  of  the  range  and  along  major  divides,  are  deeper  along  well- 
established,  deeply-incised  drainage  lines,  and  are  deepest  along  the  old  and  most 
deeply  marked  depression.  Thus,  immediately  below  the  summit,  in  the  Zelnora, 
Last  Chance,  and  Albino  mines,  sulphide  ore  occurs  comparatively  near  the  surface. 
Lower  down  the  main  eastern  slope,  in  Steamboat  ground  (United  States  Mining 
Company),  oxidation  is  reported  to  have  extended  75  to  100  feet  below^  the  surface; 
in  the  Stewart,  as  may  be  seen  to-day  in  the  Phoenix,  oxidation  was  thorough  but 
not  deep,  and  in  the  Highland  Boy  it  has  reached  in  places  to  a  depth  of  300  feet 
below  the  present  surface.  In  the  Commercial,  below  the  Steamboat,  it  attains  a 
depth  of  325  feet,  and  in  the  slope  dverlooking  the  Jordan  Valley,  in  the  Brooklyn 
mine,  oxidation  is  reported  by  the  last  two  superintendents  to  have  extended  to  a 
depth  of  1,200  feet,  which  is  equivalent  to  1,450  feet  below  the  present  surface.^ 
Additional  data  show,  however,  that  this  is  not  constant  and  that  there  are  striking 
exceptions  to  this  general  observation.  These  exceptional  cases  must  be  explained 
according  to  the  individual  conditions  to  which  they  have  been  subjected.  The 
more  extensive  and  deeper  oxidation  on  the  Hooper  level,  Last  Chance  mine,  than 
in  the  Zelnora,  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  country  rock  in  the  former  was 
a  very  pure  limestone  or  marble,  and  in  the  latter  a  very  siliceous  limestone. 
Another  similar  exception  is  undoubtedly  shoiJVTi  by  the  great  difference  in  depth 
of  alteration  in  the  Brooklyn  and  Yosemite  mines,  as  in  the  Brooklyn  the  ore  is 
understood  to  occur  in  a  massive  limestone,  and  in  the  Yosemite  in  a  siliceous  zone. 
Furthermore,  several  cases  are  known  in  which  ore  in  porphyry  favorably  located 

a  Mr.  A.  P.  Mayberry  states  that  the  depth  reached  by  oxidation  in  the  Brooklyn  is  1,200  feet,  measured  on  an  incUne 
and  Mr.  Charlee  Legg  that  it  is  1,200  teet,  measured  Tertically. 
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for  altf'ratioTi  «)how<4  onfj  slight  changes,  while  ore  in  Hmestone  Ies6  faTorabhr 
lof-ati^rl  for  alti^ration  shows  marked  change.  In  brief,  it  seems  well  established 
that  for  th:*  operation  of  oxidizing  agencies  pure  limestone  is  more  suitable  than 
ffiliceous  limestone,  and  that  limestone  offers  far  more  favorable  conditions  than 
i^eous  rock, 

•  An  illustration  of  the  influence  of  phjppographic  changes  is  to  be  found  in  a 
comparison  of  extent  of  alteration  in  the  Dixon,  where  it  is  75  feet,  with  that  in 
the  Brooklyn  and  the  Yosemite.  where  it  reached  1.450  feet.  In  the  former  the 
surface  outlet  for  ground  water  is  hardly  100  feet  below  the  outcrop  of  the  ore- 
bearing  horizon,  and  in  the  latter  the  depth  of  ground  water,  thou^  unknown,  is 
great.  Thus  alteration  in  the  Brooklyn  and  the  Yosemite  is  presumably  deeper 
than  in  any  of  the  mines  within  the  main  canyon,  because  the  true  or  rock  bottom 
of  the  Jordan  Valley  is  of  unproyed  depth  fat  least  1.400  feet,  as  indicated  by  a 
boring  at  Sandy)  below  the  present  stream  leyel.  At  an  earlier  period,  when 
drainage  flowed  upon  this  rock  bottom,  oxidation  might  well  haye  proceeded  to 
corresponding  depths  in  the  slopes  in  which  the  Brooklyn  now  lies,  apparently  low 
down  but  in  reality  high  in  the  now  buried  slopes  of  the  Oquirrh  Range.  Similar 
differences  in  depth  of  alteration  about  the  head  of  Bingham  Canyon  in  Carr  Fork, 
and  in  Yosemite  and  Keystone  gulches,  are  probably  to  be  similarly  explained. 

With  regard  to  the  depth  of  alteration  in  indiyidual  mines,  it  would  be  expected 
that  its  lower  limit  would  lie  roughly  parallel  to  the  oyerlying  surface  of  the  ground. 
Naturally  it  would  not  be  precisely  parallel,  for  where  fissures  may  be  readily 
penetrated,  or  soluble  rocks  occur,  alteration  would  proceed  deepest  and  the  limiting 
plane  would  bow  do^Tiward.  This  is  analogous  to  the  uneyenness  of  the  lower 
limit  of  yegetable  soil  and  to  its  downward  extension  into  the  subsoil  along  tap 
roots,  fractures,  etc.  The  two  lower  limits  are  similar,  neither  being  regular  planes, 
both  being  subject  to  similar  irregularities,  and  both  being  rough  planes  bowed 
under  the  midslopes. 

Thus,  in  the  Dixon,  Caledonia,  Crown  Point,  and  Telegraph  mines,  lenses  and 
narrow  linear  bands  of  oxidized  ore  penetrate  the  sulphide  mass  deep  below  the 
main  oxidized  body.  In  certain  instances  it  appears  that  the  preyailing  conception 
that  oxidized  ore  is  restricted  to  portions  overlying  sulphide  ore  is  not  wholly  true. 
Through  various  causes  oxidation  not  infrequently  proceeds  within  inclined  sul- 
phide bodies  along  planes  or  pipes  and  thus  produces  oxidized  ore  under  as  well 
as  over  sulphide  ore.  The  extension  of  these  phenomena  results  in  the  passage 
from  oxidized  to  sulphide  ore  and  in  a  similar  manner  from  enriched  stilphide  ore  to 
primary  sulphide  ore.  Thus,  in  descent  below  the  surface  zone  of  completely  oxidized 
ores  there  may  be  found  cores,  thin  stringers,  and  finally  beds  of  sulphides;  then, 
maintaining  the  same  character  of  changes,  only  in  reverse  order  as  the  surface  is 
left  higher  and  higher  above,  the  oxidies  decrease  to  beds,  stringers,  and  isolated  cores 
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until  the  ore  body  is  made  up  of  enriched  secondary  sulphide  ore.  To  some  degree 
in  the  Bingham  district,  and  completely  at  Morenci,  Ariz.,  the  writer  has  observed 
precisely  analogous  transitions  from  rich  sulphides  to  primary  sulphides.  In  brief, 
on  entering  an  ore  body  at  the  surface  the  oxidized  portions  first  encountered  are 
passed  on  penetrating  deeper  underground,  whether  by  descending  an  incHne  or 
through  the  rise  of  the  surface  overhead,  and  the  underlying  sulphides  are  reached. 
This  feature  was  well  shown  in  the  Highland  Boy,  Telegraph,  Fortune,  Caledonia, 
and  Tiewaukee. 

Downward  limit  of  alteration. — The  depth  to  which  superficial  alteration, 
including  sulphide  enrichment,  may  extend  is  a  question  of  greatest  economic 
interest.     Below  that  limit  the  commercial  value  of  ore  is  problematical. 

The  theoretical  limit  of  oxidation  is  the  level  of  the  drainage  of  the  surrounding ' 
coimtry.     The  prevailing  conception  of  this  has  been  well  stated  by  Posepnf"  as 
follows:    . 

"As  is  well  known,  a  portion  of  the  atmospheric  precipitate  sinks,  through  open 
fissures  or  through  the  pores  of  permeable  masses,  into  the  rocks,  and  fills  them  up 
to  a  certain  level.  When  in  a  given  terrain  .  .  .  the  ground  water  .  .  . 
has  been  reached  at  several  points  it  is  found  that  these  points  are  in  a  gently 
inclined  plane,  dipping  toward  the  deepest  part  of  the  surface  of  the  region,  or 
toward  a  point  where  an  impermeable  rock  outcrops.  The  ground  water  is  not 
stagnant,  but  moves  .  .  .  down  the  plane  mentioned  and  finds  its  way,  in 
the  first  instance,  directly  into  the  nearest  surface  stream;  or,  in  the  second  instance, 
forms  a  spring,  which  takes  indirectly  a  similar  course. '' 

While  the  lower  limit  of  the  vadose  water  has  been  commonly  considered 
roughly  to  mark  the  downward  limit  of  surface  alteration,  obviously  the  actual 
limit  is  that  depth  at  which  oxygen  is  exhausted.  That  some  surface  waters  reach 
below  the  level  of  surface  drainage  and  produce  some,  though  doubtless  very  feeble, 
oxidation  is  recognized.  Thus,  some  instances  are  known  in  which  oxidation  by 
downward-moving  surface  waters  has  extended  much  below  the  ground-water  level, 
notably  that  cited  by  Winchell^'  in  connection  with  the  Lake  Superior  iron  ore. 
But,  in  general,  it  would  appear  to  be  true,  as  Penrose  *  has  stated,  that ' '  above  that 
level  there  is  a  constant  circulation  of  water  from  the  surface  downward,  thus 
affording  means  of  active  oxidation;  but  when  the  water  reaches  that  level  not  only 
has  most  of  the  oxygen  contained  in  solution  generally  been  used  up,  but  also  the 
circulation  of  the  water  is  much  more  sluggish,  so  that  oxidation  is  much  less 
active.''  This  limit  does  not,  however,  restrict  other  types  of  alteration  which 
may  take  place  without  preliminary  oxidation,  though  such  enrichment  of  sulphides 
as  can  only  follow  oxidation  will  obviously  be  limited  by  the  depth  to  which  oxida- 

oPofepn^,  Franz,  Oenesis  of  ore  deposits:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  1902,  p.  18;  discussion,  p.  228. 
b  Penrose,  R.  A.  F.,  Jr.,  Jour.  Oeol.,  1804,  p.  296. 
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tion  may  extend.  Sulphide  enrichment  is  of  this  character,  for  ^  ^  while  this  redeposi- 
tion  in  many  cases  appears  to  commence  at  or  near  the  ground-water  level,  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  a  necessary  connection  with  that  level,  and  may  under  favorable 
conditions  extend  below  that  level  for  a  distance  as  yet  undetermined.^  .  .  / ' 
Recent  chemical  and  physical  investigations  t^nd  to  extend  this  distance,  and  it 
is  coming  to  be  recognized  that  this  zone  of  valuable  ore  may  reach  considerably 
below  the  lower  limit  of  ground  water  (vadose  circulation)  and  even  well  within 
the  zone  of  deep  underground  water  or  zone  of  permanent  saturation. 

Under  certain  conditions,  however,  it  appears  that  these  processes  of  alteration 
often  fail  to  extend  to  their  limits.  This  seems  to  be  especially  true  in  areas  of  heavy 
precipitation  and  considerable  elevation,  where  conditions  favor  active  surface 
and  stream  degradation.  Surface  alteration  under  such  conditions  may  be  said 
to  lag  behind  its  advancing  limit,  which  descends  with  stream  cutting. 

Alteration  of  copper-iron  ore, — Copper  at  Bingham  is  associated  with  pyrite 
in  both  fissure  and  limestone-replacement  bodies,  but  the  prospects  worked  purely 
for  copper  are  upon  bodies  of  the  latter  class,  and  it  is  in  those  that  alteration  may 
be  studied  to  the  best  advantage.  Some  properties  have  been  opened  from  the 
surface  through  the  several  zones  of  alteration  to  sulphides  below  w^ater  level. 
-Certain  large  mines  are  still  within  the  zone  of  sulphide  enrichment.  On  two  large 
properties  development  appears  to  have  extended  through  this  zone  and  to  have 
encountered  primary  sulphides.  Although  the  complete  sequence  of  alteration 
stages  has  thus  been  exhibited,  the  superficial  portion,  through  caving  and  abandon- 
ment, and  the  basal  portion,  through  lack  of  development,  fail  to  afford  complete 
evidence.  This  has  been  made  good  in  part  by  comparison  with  occurrences  at 
Morenci,  Ariz.,  which  the  writer  recently  studied  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Walde- 
mar  Lindgren,  for  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  where  development  is  more 
extensive  and  the  entire  succession  is  more  clearly  exhibited. 

The  facts  observed  in  Bingham  show  in  general  that  carbonates,  oxides,  and 
native  copper  occur  at  the  surface;  that  these  pass  into  secondary  sulphides,  which, 
in  turn,  give  way  to  primary  sulphides  in  depth.  Thus  in  the  Commercial,  Tele- 
graph, Jordan,  Highland  Boy,  Neptune,  Fortune,  Columbia,  and  other  properties 
the  surface  portion  of  the  shoots  of  copper-iron  ore  were  made  up  of  malachite 
and  azurite,  and,  in  the  Commercial,  of  cuprite  also.  These  gradually  pass  into 
sulphides  in  depth.  In  the  Columbia  cores  of  black  sulphide  occur  within  the  green 
carbonate.  In  the  Carpenter  Shop  tunnel.  Telegraph  mine,  and  Crown  Point 
incline  the  carbonate  ore  gives  way  to  sulphides,  bands  of  the  former  forking  down 
into  the  latter,  becoming  narrower  in  depth,  and  finally  thinning  out  entirely  to 
give  way  to  sulphide. 

a  Emmons,  8.  F.,  Secondary  enrichment  of  ore  deposits:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  1901,  p.  462. 
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PLATE    XXXVIII. 

SUPERFICIAL  ALTERATION    OF   SULPHIDE    ORES. 

A.  Alteration  of  lead  ore.  Galena  (G)  at  the  core  passes  through  anglesite  (A)  to  cerussite  (c)  and 
massicot  (?)   (o).    Specimen  is  from  Zelnora  mine.    Natural  size. 

B.  Sulphide  enrichment.  An  aggregate  of  pyrite  crystals  (P)  bears  implanted  upon  it  nodules  of  chal- 
copy  rite  (Ch)  which  are  coated  with  massive  and  crystalline  tetrahedrite  (T).  Specimen  is  from  Kempt  on 
mine.    Natural  sisse. 

C.  Sulphide  enrichment.  A  central  band  of  cupriferous  pyrite  (P)  containing  a  trace  of  teUurium  and 
low  values  in  copper,  gold,  and  silver,  is  inclosed  by  bands  of  chalcocite  (C)  and  tenorite,  forming  the  outer 
portion  of  the  vein  containing  considerable  tellurium,  and  high  values  in  copper,  gold,  and  silver.  Specimen 
is  from  Commercial  mine.     Natural  size. 
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Black  sulphide  marking  the  zone  of  sulphide  enrichment,  then,  constitutes  the 
body  of  the  copper  ore  for  a  considerable  distance  in  depth.  This  distance  varies 
much,  and,  owing  to  deformation  of  country  rock  and  lack  of  development,  can  not 
be  stated  definitely.  It  may  be  said  in  a  general  way,  however,  that  the  thickness 
of  the  zone  of  oxides  and  carbonates  is  not  so  great  as  the  thickness  of  the  zone  of 
black  sulphides.  The  transition  from  the  zone  of  oxidation  to  the  zone  of  sulphide 
enrichment  is  gradual.  It  is  to  be  seen  in  its  earliest  stage  in  the  slight  enrichment 
along  fractures  in  primary  sulphides,  in  hand  specimens,  and  in  thin  sections  showing 
various  stages  in  its  progress.  Thus  in  a  large  body  of  low-grade  cupriferous  pyrite 
which  has  been  exposed  by  the  Utah  tunnel  and  Iron  stope.  Old  Jordan  mine, 
fractures  traversing  the  mass  of  otherwise  fresh  primary  sulphide  carry  a  grayish- 
green,  fine-grained,  pulvenilent  matter  which  includes  grains  of  pyrite.  The  pri- 
mary sulphide  carries,  when  crystallized,  less  than  one-hundredth  of  1  per  cent  of 
copper,  and  the  massive  probably  does  not  average  over  1  per  cent  of  copper,  while 
the  alteration  deposit  has  been  found  by  Dr.  E.  T.  Allen,  in  the  laboratory  of  this 
Survey,  to  carry  a  very  small  but  increased  percentage  of  copper.  This  undoubtedly 
indicates  an  initial  stage  in  the  sulphide  enrichment  of  the  primary  sulphides. 
Similarly,  in  the  Commercial  mine,  a  grayish-black  sulphide  is  traversed  by  fractures 
which  carry  a  deep-black  material  that  is  said  to  run  much  higher  in  copper  than 
the  inclosing  sulphide. 

Thin  sections  of  rich  copper  ore  made  up  of  black  sulphides  and  chalcopyrite,  • 
from  the  West  Emma  and  Coolidge  stopes.  Old  Jordan  mine,  reveal  details  in  the 
progress  of  this  alteration.  Massive,  porous  chalcopyrite  in  a  quartz  gangue  is 
seen  to  be  traversed  by  many  cracks.  Narrow  bands  of  a  grayish-black  metallic 
mineral  fringe  the  edges  of  chalcopyrite,  penetrate  the  mass  along  these  cracks, 
and  even  line  the  walls  of  interior  spaces  in  the  chalcopyrite.  Although  in  some 
instances  intergrowth  is  rather  uncertainly  suggested,  in  many  places  the  black 
metal  is  clearly  seen  to  have  formed  along  cracks  that  were  developed  after  the 
chalcopyrite  had  been  deposited,  and  to  replace  the  chalcopyrite. 

This  replacement  is  parallel  with  the  substitution  of  sulphide  ore  for  country 
rock  in  the  original  deposition  of  the  copper  ore  (p.  199).  The  main  visible  diflFer- 
ence  between  that  replacement  by  the  original  sulphides  and  this  replacement  by 
secondary  sulphides  is  that  in  the  former  a  metal  was  substituted  for  rock,  and 
in  the  latter  one  metal  (black  copper  sulphide)  takes  the  place  of  another  metal 
(original  pyritous  sulphides).  Although  the  thin  sections  illustrate  this  perfectly, 
they  are  not  favorable  to  reproduction  by  photography.  In  PI.  XXV,  -4,  however, 
secondary  chalcopyrite  in  altered  monzonite  may  be  seen  to  be  encircled  by  dark 
bands  which  are  composed  of  replacement  black  sulphide. 

An  advanced  stage  in  this  replacement  is  indicated  by  a  hand  specimen  from 
the  Commercial  mine  (PL  XXXVIII,  C),     Black  sulphide  ore  makes  up  the  outer 
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portions  and  yellow  sulphide  fomis  the  inside  portion,  between  the  black  sulphide. 
The  boundaries  between  the  two  are  not  sharp,  but  the  black  gives  way  gradually 
to  the  yellow,  sending  finally  only  narrow  stringers  into  the  core.  The  black 
material  is  composed  of  chalcocite  and  tenorite,  melaconite,  probably  some  tetra- 
hedrite,  and  tellurium  with  gold  and  silver.  The  yellow  core  is  mainly  granular 
pyrite.  In  brief,  this  is  believed  to  show  the  replacement  of  a  mass  of  primary 
sulphide   by   black   copper   sulphide. 

In  addition  to  affording  evidence  that  the  process  of  enrichment  is  molecular 
replacement,  this  sample  also  gives  valuable  infonnation  on  the  occurrence  and 
transfer  of  values  in  secondar}-  enrichment.  Selected  samples  of  the  black  sulphide 
and  carefully  picked  samples  of  the  yellow  sulphide  were  tested  for  their  values  by 
Doctors  Hillebrand  and  Allen  in  the  laboratories  of  this  Stanley.  The  yellow%  prob- 
ably primary  sulphide,  yielded  0. 1  ounce  of  gold :  3.32  ounces  of  silver,  a  little  copper, 
and  a  trace  of  tellurium.  The  black  sulphides  yielded  3.8  ounces  gold,  58. G  ounces 
silver,  42.3  per  cent  copper,  and  a  proportionately  increased  amount  of  tellurium. 
Doctor  Hillebrand  is  of  the  opinion  that  *  *  from  the  amount  of  tellurium  present  it 
seems  probable  that  the  silver  and  gold  both  exist  as  tellurides.' '  This  goes  to  show 
that  not  only  are  the  copper  values  thus  highly  raised  by  enrichment,  but  that  gold 
and  silver  believed  to  occur  as  tellurides  are  proportionately  enriched.  The  high 
ratio  of  values  in  the  primarv'  sulphide  to  those  in  the  secondary  also  suggest  that  if 
these  added  values  were  derived  solely  by  robbing  overlying  low-grade  primary 
ores,  a  large  mass  would  have  been  required  to  afford  such  a  lai^e  increase. 

This  enrichment  may  be  observed  to  proceed  gradually  until,  through  the 
continued  relative  increase  of  the  secondary  sulphide  and  decrease  of  the  primarj', 
the  entire  mass  of  an  ore  body  is  made  up  of  enriched  high-grade  black  sulphide 
ore.  This  constitutes  the  so-called  ** black  sulphide*'  ore,  wliich  is  the  richest 
copper  ore  in  this  camp.  In  its  typical  occurrence  it  is  a  loose,  diy.  dull  granular 
black,  earthy  ore,  intermingled  with  gray  and  grayish-black  metallic  scales  and 
larger  portions.  This  may  frequently  be  seen  inclosing  cores  of  yellow  sulphide 
and  intimately  associated  with  chalcopyrite  and  p^Tite.  Although  this  black  ore 
varies  in  character  somewhat,  it  is  found  on  chemical  examination  of  selected 
samples  from  several  mines  to  consist  chiefly  of  chalcocite  (black  sulphide  of 
copper),  tenorite  (black  oxide  of  copper),  melaconite  (massive  earthy  variety  of 
the  oxide  of  copper,  tenorite),  some  tetrahedrite,  and  probably  some  enargite. 

The  stages  of  alteration  and  the  general  character  above  described  are  char- 
acteristic. Other  types  were  noted,  however.  Thus  in  the  Highland  Boy  altera- 
tion seems  to  have  taken  a  somewhat  different  form;  carbonates  and  oxides  pass 
into  a  zone  characterized  by  chalcopyrite,  tarnished  and  coated  with  bomite  and 
seamed  with  limonite.  Specimens  of  Highland  Boy  ore  from  this  zone  show  in 
thin  sections  under  the  microscope  a  granular,  fractured  mass  of  chalcopyrite 


\ 


SUPERFICIAL   ALTERATION    OF   THE   ORES.  223 

traversed  and  rimmed  about  by  seams  of  limonite.  In  the  Northern  Light,  upper 
tunnel,  in  a  corresponding  zone,  covellite  coats  chalcopyrite.  And  a  specimen 
from  the  Kempton  made  up  of  pyrite  crystals  (possibly  two  generations)  is  coated 
with  masses  of  chalcopyrite  which  in  turn  bear  upon  their  surface  crystals  and 
coatings  of  tetrahedrite  (PL  XXXVIII,  B). 

Below  this  zone  of  sulphide  enrichment,  low-grade  cupriferous  pyrite  occurs. 
The  passage  out  of  this  zone  in  depth  is,  like  the  entrance  into  it,  gradual.  Within 
the  body  of  rich  black  ore  nodules  and  grains  of  cupriferous  pyrite  occur,  and  in  depth 
these  become  more  numerous  and  pass  into  continuous  bands  which  lead  to  the 
primary  sulphides.  The  transition  from  secondary  to  primary  sulphides,  begun 
in  this  way,  progresses  by  continued  decrease  of  secondary  and  reciprocal  increase 
of  primary  sulphides.  Thus  the  lowest  workings  in  the  Commercial  and  Telegraph 
are  still  in  a  zone  of  sulphide  enrichment,  in  the  Jordan  below  the  water  level,  and 
in  the  Highland  Boy  a  zone  of  pyrite  has  been  encountered,  which  shows  a  decrease 
in  the  copper  content. 

Development  work  has  not  reached  a  sufficient  depth  in  Bingham,  however,  to 
afford  complete  evidence  on  the  entire  series  of  changes.  And  the  character  and 
value  of  the  copper  ore  in  depth  is  not  known.  Numerous  other  similar  occurrences 
elsewhere  in  this  country  tend  to  show,  however,  that  the  copper  values  will  gradu- 
ally fall  off  in  depth  as  the  enriched  ore  gives  way  to  primary  sulphides. 

An  excellent  instance  of  the  normal  and  expectable  s'lequence  was  observed  at 
Morenci,  Ariz.,  which  may  be  given  in  its  broad  features,  as  a  standard.  Strong 
copper  veins  are  there  accessible  from  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  over  500  feet  below 
the  lowest  adjacent  surface  drainage.  At  a  depth  of  from  500  to  350  feet  below  the 
surface  a  prominent  vein  consists  of  fre^h  pjrrite  carrying  very  low  copper  values; 
from  350  to  250  feet  the  vein  is  slightly  rusted  and  the  copper  content  increases 
about  one-third ;  at  250  feet  the  cupriferous  pyrite  passes  gradually  into  a  very  low- 
grade  black  sulphide,  first  indicated  by  black  films  about  pyrite  which  gradually 
increase  until  the  black  sulphide  (chalcocite)  constitutes  the  body  of  the  high-grade 
ore.  Above,  the  oxide  (cuprite)  appears  on  the  walls  of  the  sulphide  vein  and  increases 
in  proportion  as  the  depth  beneath  the  surface  decreases,  until  it  forms  the  major 
portion  of  the  vein;  similarly,  on  approaching  the  immediate  surface  zone  the  green 
and  blue  carbonates  (malachite  and  azurite)  and  the  black  oxide  and  brochantite 
appear  upon  the  outside  of  the  red  oxide  in  increasing  quantity  until  they  in  turn 
comprise  the  ore  body. 

As  an  expectable  corollary  to  the  alteration  series,  as  above  sketched,  the 
presence  of  native  copper  should  be  noted.  In  Bingham  it  occurs  in  thin,  arbores- 
cent plateB  in  cracks  in  the  quartzite  foot  wall  under  the  black  sulphide  of  the  main 
copper  shoot  on  the  lowest  level  of  the  Fortune  mine.  Similarly,  larger  samples 
occur  in  the  Neptune.     In  one  mine  at  Morenci,  Ariz.,  scales  of  native  copper  appear 
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scattered  through  the  black  sulphide.  On  the  lowest  level  m  another  mine  a 
10-inch  vein  possessing  the  same  type  of  columnar  structure  that  characterized  the 
black  sulphide  veins  is  composed  entirely  of  native  copper. 

The  above  descriptions  present  the  facts  of  superficial  alteration,  including 
sulphide  enrichment,  observed  in  Bingham.  Although  the  complete  series  was  not 
observed  in  any  one  occurrence,  it  is  beUeved  that  together  they  composed  an 
accordant  sequence.  Properly  to  interpret  and  correctly  to  explain  the  actions  which 
have  produced  them,  however,  involves  the  understanding  of  facts  and  principles 
as  yet  unproved.  Knowledge  of  the  change  in  depth,  from  the  process  of  oxidation 
characteristic  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  alteration  zone  to  one  of  reduction  below, 
is  incomplete.  Strong  evidence  has  been  advanced  in  support  of  this  change  and 
the  consequent  deposition  of  sulphides.''  Thus,  at  Leadville,  galena  is  found  to  be 
enriched  with  silver,  and,  similarly,  zinc  sulphide  appears  to  have  been  removed 
from  the  surface  zone  and  redeposited  below  as  sulphide.  Such  changes  have  taken 
place  in  Butte  in  the  case  of  copper,  as  has  been  detennined  by  experienced  students 
of  ore  genesis.  While  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  reality  of  secondary  sulphide 
deposition,  nor  as  to  the  probability  that  it  t»ok  place  from  descending  waters,  the 
possibihty  of  such  secondary  deposition  from  ascending  waters  should  also  ]bc 
recognized.  Little  is  known  regarding  secondary  movements  of  ore  which  may 
take  place  during  the  ascent  of  mineral-laden  waters,  but  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
suppose,  in  the  absence  of  contrary  evidence,  that  such  movements  may  occur,  aiid 
that  the  resulting  secondary  deposition  of  sulphides  would  be  in  all  ways  Uke  that 
now  held  to  result  from  the  downward  movement  of  surface  waters. 

In  view^  of  th^se  recognized  uncertainties  a  final  interpretation  of  the  super- 
ficial alteration  of  copper  ore  in  Bingham  is  not  possible.  A  tentative,  general 
explanation,  however,  may  be  offered.  The  copper  ore  was  apparently  deposited 
originally  in  metamorphosed  limestone  in  the  form  of  the  sulphides,  pyrite,  and 
chalcopjTite.  Surface  water  containing  free  oxygen,  descending  through  Umestone, 
doubtless  became  carbonated  and  in  certain  instances,  in  percolating  through  intru- 
sives,  probably  took  up  some  of  the  component  alkaUes.  The  oxidation  of  the 
cupriferous  sulphides  by  such  carbonated  waters  would  have  produced  carbonates 
and  oxides  of  copper.  Reduction  of  these  carbonates  and  oxides  would  yield  native 
copper.  Beyond  this  stage,  oxidation  having  ceased  and  reduction  alone  char- 
acterizing the  alteration,  secondary  sulphides  might  be  found. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  surface  water  had  descended  upon  the  sulphide  ores 
in  its  normal  state  without  having  been  charged  with  carbonates  and  rendered 
alkaline,  it  is  probable  that  in  the  presence  of  free  oxygen  ferric  sulphate  would  form. 
The  reaction  of  this  sulphate  solution  upon  cupriferous  iron  sulphides  has  been  found 
by  Doctor  Stokes  in  the  laboratory  of  this  Survey  to  be  expressible  by  the  following 

a  EznmoDS.  S.  F..  Secondary  enrichment  of  ore  deposits:  Genesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  1901,  p.  438. 
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equation:  CuFeS^+Fe,  (S0,),=FeS,+CuS0,+2FeS0,;  then  the  black  sulphide 
of  copper  might  have  been  produced  "  (a)  directly  by  further  oxidation  of  the  iron 
bisulphide  and  copper  sulphate,  thus  Cu^SO^-fFeSj+O^^Cu^S+FeSO^+SC^jj,  or 
(6)  by  the  interaction  of  the  copper  sulphide  and  iron  bisulphide,  thus  Cu^SO^-h 
FeS=CiL,S+FeSO^,  or  (c)  by  the  reaction  of  the  copper  sulphate  and  oxygen  upon 
chalcopyrite,  thus  CuFeS,+CuSO,+0,=Cu,S+FeSO,+SO,.  As  the  surface 
descended  by  erosion  the  normal  surface  waters  coming  in  contact  with  black  sul- 
phide thus  formed  might  oxidize  it  and  produce  the  carbonates  and  oxides.  In 
both  instances  the  original  chemical  composition  of  the  ore  and  of  the  country  rock 
exerts  a  controlling  influence  upon  the  character  of  the  initial  solutions,  and  thus  in 
determining  the  succession  of  alteration. 

Alteration  of  the  lead-silver  ore, — The  agencies  operative  in  the  alteration  of  ores 
in  general  are  also  active  in  the  superficial  alteration  of  argentiferous  lead  ores. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  manner  of  occurrence  of  these  ores  and  to  their  peculiar 
chemical  character  the  result  is  quite  diflFerent.  Their  occurrence  seems  in  a  general 
way  to  be  limited  to  fractm^es  which  are  not  restricted  to  limestone  but  traverse 
porphyry  and  quartzite  also.  This  fact  partially  determines  the  chemical  condition 
of  descending  surface  waters.  Again,  the  fissures  in  which  these  ores  occur  present 
a  special  case  in  the  circulation  of  underground  waters.  Further,  it  is  well  known 
that  galena  is  comparatively  stable  under  oxidizing  influences  and  that  tetrahedrite 
possessing  a  variable  and  complex  composition  undergoes  proportionately  complex 
and  unknown  changes. 

Galena  is  the  primary  lead  sulphide  and  supplies  the  oxidation  products  of 
that  metal  as  well  as  of  some  silver,  and  tetrahedrite  barrying  high  silver  values 
is  probably  the  chief  source  of  products  resulting  from  the  alteration  of  silver. 
Opportunities  for  a  proper  study  of  this  problem  were  lacking,  consequently  the 
general  conclusions  reached  are  the  composite  result  of  isolated  observations.  As 
regards  the  alteration  of  silver  ores,  excepting  the  argentiferous  galena,  nothing 
can  be  added  to  statements  of  others  based  upon  observations  in  other  camps. 
Lead  ores  afford  somewhat  better  opportunities. 

Galena  occurs  on  the. adiJL levels  of  most  of  the  fissure  mines  in  a  practically 
unaltered  state,  and  it  may  be  traced  even  up  through  the  surface  alteration  zone, 
characterized  by  oxidized  gold  ore  and  carbonate  copper  ore,  to  the  present  surface. 
Thus,  it  is  said  by  an  original  locator  that  galena  showed  extensive  and  prominent 
croppings  on  the  surface  of  the  present  Jordan  claim.  Similar  occurrences  are 
reported  elsewhere. 

These  indications  that  surface  alteration  of  lead-silver  ore  was  slight  are  borne 
out  by  underground  study.     Some  masses  of  lead  sulphate  and  carbonate  have 

a  Van  Hiae,  C.  R.,  Some  principles  eontroiling  deposition  of  ores:  Oenesis  of  Ore  Deposits,  Am.  Inst.  Min.  Eng.,  190i« 
p. 387. 
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been  encountered.  Thus,  it  is  stated  that  ''on  the  foot  wall  of  this  (Jordan)  vein 
immense  bodies  of  cerussite,  with  some  anglesite  and  galena,  were  found  ;"*'  and 
similarly  it  is  stated  regarding  the  ore  in  the  Lead  mine  that  *  'all  between  the  walls 
was  ore.  .  .  .  which  consisted  of  a  light-brown,  granular,  and  crystallized 
cerussite  (locally  called  'crystallized  lead')  mixed  with  small  angular  fragments  of 
quartz.  In  about  the  center  of  the  mass,  dipping  irregularly  45°  SW.,  was  a  body 
or  chimney  of  clear  cerussite  10  inches  square."* 

In  the  first  tunnel  on  the  Winamuck  property  some  nodules  of  galena  were 
found  embedded  '  *  in  soft,  oxidized  ocheric  ore,' '  but  most  of  the  ore  was  soft,  brown- 
yellow,  siliceous  ocher  containing  horn  silver  and  cerussite.  In  the  York  vein, 
York  mine,  west  incline,  small  masses  of  crv'stalline  cerussite  occur  embedded  in  a 
brownish-black  decomposition  product.  In  brief,  actual  occurrences  show  that 
lead-silver  ore  alters  with  relative  slowness  to  sulphates  and  carbonates.  The 
nature  of  this  alteration  has  been  found  to  be  well  exemplified  in  a  sample  from 
the  Zelnora  mine  (PI.  XXXVIII,  A),  This  typical  specimen  of  lead-silver  ore 
exhibits  five  distinct  stages  of  alteration,  as  follows: 

(1)  The  interior  or  core  consists  of  fresh,  cleavable  galena. 

(2)  A  narrow  band,  of  dull,  dark-green  to  black  color  on  conchoidal  fracture, 
one-tenth  to  one-twentieth  of  an  inch  in  width,  marks  the  periphery  of  the  galena, 
and  extends  into  it  along  cracks  and  pits.  On  testing  this  alteration  product 
chemically  it  proves  to  be  the  lead  sulphate  anglesite.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the 
color  is  imparted  by  a  trace  of  copper  which,  existing  as  an  impuritj^  in  the  galena, 
is  treed  at  this  first  stage  of  alteration,  and  then,  owing  to  its  ease  of  alteration, 
soon  passes  off.  Slight  traces  of  copper,  remaining  in  the  form  of  minute  globules 
of  malachite  upon  the  surface,  afford  some  basis  for  this  explanation. 

(3)  Upon  this  dark  band  of  sulphate  rest  thin,  grayish-brown  lamellse,  which 
give  way  to  typical  gray-brown  anglesite  with  high  luster  in  scattered,  imperfect 
crystals. 

(4)  The  carbonate,  as  proved  by  wet  tests,  occurs  upon  the  surface  of  this 
sulphate. 

(5)  The  oxide  of  lead,  in  the  form  of  a  finely  granular,  scaly,  sulphur-yellow 
mineral  of  resinous  luster,  with  streak  lighter  than  color,  has  formed  upon  the 
surface.  This  may  be  massicot.  In  brief,  then,  the  expectable  changes  resulting 
through  oxidation  are  here  seen  in  the  passage  from  the  sulphide  through  the 
sulphate  and  the  carbonate  to  the  oxide. 

Alteration  o]  gold  ore, — The  principal  occurrence  of  gold  known  in  Bingham  is 
in  pyrite,  and  the  pyrite  which  has  suffered  alteration  to  any  degree  occurs  in 
limestone.  Accordingly,  the  most  important  alteration  of  gold  ore  known  is  that 
proved  in  the  surface  workings  in  the  great  limestones  on  the  Steamboat,  Jordan, 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Cenius,  vol.  13,  p.  400w  f>  Idem,  p.  420. 
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Spanish,  Telegraph,  Stewart  No.  1,  and  on  the  Hooper  (Last  Chance  Company) 
and  Highland  Boy  properties. 

Bodies  of  unaltered  pyrite  in  limestone  were  found  to  contain  from  a  few  cents 
to  a  few  dollars.  Under  the  microscope,  p^^ite  taken  well  down  in  the  zone  of 
primary  sulphides  appears  massive,  fresh,  and  unaltered,  and  contains  grains  cf 
chalcopyrite,  but  no  visible  gold;  and  study  of  thin  sections  of  pyrite  from  higher 
in  the  same  zone  reveals  narrow  filaments  and  irregular  branching  lines  of  a  deep- 
brown  color  which  traverse  the  pyrite.  In  slides  of  cupriferous  pyrite  taken  in  the 
overlying  zone  of  transition  from  sulphides  to  oxides  this  alteration  is  seen  to  be 
further  advanced.  The  brown  alteration  product  fringes  grains  of  sulphide, 
extends  into  the  sulphides  in  bands  of  considerable  width,  incloses  it  in  isolated 
areas,  and.  excepting  included  bits  of  sulphides,  entirely  fills  fracture  zones  in  tte 
sulphides.  This  appears  seal-brown  in  color,  translucent  and  opaque  in  transmitt-ed 
light,  and  a  dull,  darker  brown  and  opaque  in  reflected  light.  Although  commonly 
homogeneous  and  without  visible  structure,  a  concretionary-  or  botryoidal  structure 
appears  in  some  seams  in  which  the  lobes  are  bounded  by  concentric  bands  of  lighter 
color.  This  substance  is  apparently  limonite,  which  is  formed  as  an  alteration 
product  from  pyrite  and  chalcop^Tite.  It  is  significant  in  that  it  marks  the  initiation 
of  extensive  and  important  changes. 

From  tliis  level  of  initial  alteration  to  the  surface,  the  level  of  perfected  alter- 
ation, extends  the  zone  of  altered  gold  ore.  and  throughout  this  zone  samples  of 
ore  may  be  found  that  exemplify  each  stage  in  this  process  of  alteration  from  fresh, 
unaltered  pyrite  to  completely  oxidized  pyrite.  The  descriptions  of  the  ''oxidized 
gold  ore/'  mined  in  the  Stewart  and  adjoining  claims  of  the  Bevan  Company,  in 
the  Jordan,  Excelsior,  Steamboat.  Utah,  Spanish,  Highland  Boy,  Winamuck,  Tele- 
graph, Levant,  and  Colonel  Sellers,  agree  entirely  in  their  general  features.  Thus, 
referring  to  the  typical  ore  in  the  Stewart.  Huntley  states  that  it  consists  of  bodies 
of  ocher-stained  ore  in  porous  quartzit^,  bearing  fine  quartz  crystals  and  lying 
between  quartzite  walls,  and  adds  that  ' '  the  whole  mass  is  permeated  by  clay  and 
is  strongly  stained  ^dth  oxide  of  iron,  which  gives  it  a  brownish-red  color.'  ''*  The 
ore  in  the  Bevan  and  Stewart  No.  2  workings,  according  to  Huntley,  is  'Mike  the 
Stewart,  but  much  more  friable,  and  consists  of  a  mass  of  smalL  imperfect  crystals 
or  grains  of  quartz,  very  slightly  cemented  together  by  clay,  and  the  whole  strongly 
stained  with  oxide  of  iron.'  '*  In  brief,  the  so-called  oxidized  gold  ore  is  a  siliceous 
honeycombed  ore,  with  small  quartz  crystals  frequently  lining  the  pores,  stained 
to  various  shades  of  brown,  and  dusted  and  coated  black  and  brown  by  ferruginous 
oxidation  products.  The  gold  is  not  visible,  though  often  free-milling,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  value  of  such  gold  ore  can  not  be  judged  on  examination  of  hand 
specimens. 

«  Huntley,  B.  B.,  Tenth  Cenmie,  vol.  13,  p.  417.  h  Idem,  p.  419. 
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The  processes  which  have  set  free  and  relatively  concentrated  the  gold  are 
comparatively  simple.  A  single  specimen  taken  from  the  Clark  raise,  Old  Jordan 
mine,  exhibits  the  principal  stages  in  this  alteration,  as  follows: 

(1)  No  alteration;  fresh  pyiite  imbedded  in  glassy,  massive,  and  unstained 
quartz. 

(2)  Initiation  of  oxidation;  slight  rusting  about  periphery  of  pyrite. 

(3)  Advancing  oxidation;  minute  core  of  pyrite  within  mass  of  dull-brown 
alteration  product,  limonite. 

(4)  Advanced  oxidation,  gold  released;  pyrite  entirely  oxidized;  space  which 
it  formerly  filled  now  entirely  occupied  by  a  brown  alteration  product. 

(5)  Completion  of  alteration  and  concentration;  brown  alteration  product 
removexl,  leaving  pit  in  cjuartz  with  rusted  walls  and  probably  gold  invisible  and 
free.  In  brief,  this  secjuence  shows  the  manner  in  which  the  gold  may  be  freed 
by  the  oxidation  of  gold-bearing  pyrite  and  the  subsequent  removal  of  the  oxida- 
tion products.  These  changes  probably  comprise  (a)  the  attack  on  gold-bearing 
pyrite,  iron  sulphide,  by  oxygen  of  surface  waters,  resulting  in  the  formation  of 
ferrous  sulphate  and  consequent  freedom  of  gold  content;  (b)  the  breaking  up  of 
iron  sulphate  into  sulphuric  acid,  limonite,  and  water;  (c)  the  passage  of  the  acid, 
water,  and  limonite  downward,  leaving  the  gold  content  in  the  resulting  cavity, 
and  thus  the  accomplishment  of  the  relative  concentration  of  free  gold. 

Economic  importan<^f  of  superficial  alteration. — The  economic  value  of  super- 
ficial alteration  lies  in  two  general  classes  of  improvements  produced:  (1)  Physical 
<'hanges  whereby  the  pay  is  relatively  concentrated  and  rendered  more  accessible, 
and  (2)  chemical  changes  whereby  the  valuable  metals  are  comparatively  enriched 
and  rendered  more  easily  reducible.  Under  the  former  the  process  of  freeing  gold 
and  thus  of  relative  concentration,  the  weakening  and  breaking  up  of  country 
rock,  and  the  transporting  of  values  from  elevations  down  to  accessible  levels  may 
be  noted.  Under  the  latter,  the  formation  of  easily  reduced  carbonates  and  oxides 
and  sulphide  enrichment  by  addition  from  the  overlying  impoverished  zone  are 
recognized.  Gold  ores  undergo  natural  concentration,  as  explained  in  detail  unaei* 
the  alteration  of  this  ore  through  the  decomposition  and  removal  of  the  pyrite  in 
which  it  occurs.  The  natural  separation  affected  by  alteration  of  sulphides  fre- 
quently changes  an  otherwise  low-grade,  rebellious  ore,  into  a  fairly  high-grade, 
free-milling  gold  ore.  Country  rocks  of  every  type — more  especially  limestone — 
are  subjected  to  solution  by  percolating  waters,  including  various  acids,  to  varia- 
tions in  temperature,  and  in  the  case  of  clastic  rocks  to  the  removal  of  cement, 
all  of  which  tend  to  render  them  more  porous,  frangible,  and  workable.  In  some 
old  carbonate  workings  limestone  has  been  so  decomposed  that  it  is  merely  brown 
ocherous  material  of  chalky  consistency,  while  workings  in  the  vicinity  of  Keystone 
Gulch  penetrate  porphyry  which  is  so  decomposed  as  to  be  easily  cut  with  a  penknife. 
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Again,  the  decomposed  and  shattered  porphyry  cut  by  some  of  the  test  tunnels 
in  the  vicinity  of  Upper  Bingham  stands  in  strong  contrast  with  the  obstinate 
fresh  porphyry  in  the  Utah  tunnel  (United  States  Mining  Company).  This  change 
from  otherwise  firm,  extremely  resistant  rock,  which  offers  great  difficulty  in  under- 
ground development,  into  easily  worked  rock  is  a  fact  well  recognized  by  miners. 
Transfer  of  values  downward  is  one  of  the  most  practical  of  the  physical  advantages 
of  surface  alteration.  In  mining  camps  located  in  regions  of  strong  rehef,  heavy 
expense  is  frequently  incurred  in  building  transportation  routes  from  the  canyon 
bottoms  up  to  mines  located  at  lofty,  hardly  accessible,  elevations,  and  in  transpor- 
tation of  mine  supplies  and  mine  output.  By  carrying  metallic  values  downward 
in  solution  superficial  alteration  tends  to  reduce  the  expense  of  mine  operations. 
Practical  illustration  of  this  saving  is  afforded  by  the  reduction  of  mining  expenses 
made  by  operating  through  a  single  low-lying  work  tunnel,  as  in  the  No.  7  tunnel, 
Highland  Boy  mine;  British  tunnel.  Last  Chance  mine;  Evans  tunnel.  Telegraph 
mine,  and  new  work  tunnel  in  Copper  Center  Gulch. 

The  economic  value  of  chemical  changes  produced  hj  alteration  is  scarcely 
appreciated.  The  metallurgist  recognizes  the  saving  accomplished  by  the  oxida- 
tion of  sulphides  to  carbonate  ores,  but  that  effected  through  the  efficient,  extensive, 
and  thorough  concentration  of  values  in  the  zone  of  sulphide  enrichment  can  hardly 
be  estimated. 

GENERAL   CONCLUSION. 

Between  Carboniferous  and  late  Tertiary  time,  monzonitic  intrusives  invaded 
sediments  in  the  Bingham  area,  metamorphosed  them,  and  introduced  metallic 
elements  which  replaced  marbleized  limestone  with  p\Titous  copper  sulphides. 
After  the  superficial  portions  of  the  intrusives  had  cooled  to  at  least  partial  rigidity, 
they  and  the  inclosing  sediments  were  rent  by  persistent  northeast-southwest 
(and  some  east-west)  fissures. 

Heated  aqueous  solutions  from  the  deeper  unconsolidated  portions  of  the 
magma  then  ascended  these  channels,  altered  their  walls,  and  introduced  addi- 
tional metallic  elements.  At  this  time  more  pyritous  copper  sulphide  may  have 
been  added  to  that  formed  earlier  in  the  Umestone  in  connection  with  contact 
metamorphism.  Monzonite,  including  its  original  metallic  constituents,  was  altered ; 
copper,  gold,  and  sulphur  were  probably  added,  and  auriferous  copper  sulphides 
were  formed.  The  silver-lead  ore  was  deposited  in  the  northeast-southwest 
fissures,  mainly  by  filling,  partly  by  replacement. 

Since  this  second  period  of  mineralization  these  original  sulphide  ores  have 
been  altered  by  surface  waters,  in  their  upper  portions  into  carbonates  and  oxides, 
and  relatively  enriched  in  their  underlying  portions  through  replacement  by  black 
copper  sulphides  with  additional  gold  and  silver,  probably  as  tellurides. 


CHAPTERV. 

DETAILED  I>K8CRIPTION8.a 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  developed  properties  in  this  district  number  more  than  a  hundred,  and 
include  about  half  a  dozen  groups  of  extensive  underground  workings,  a  large  num- 
ber of  workings  of  moderate  extent,  and  many  prospects.  In  the  course  of  the 
geologic  exploration  all  accessible  underground  workings  have  been  visited,  the 
geological  structure  and  features  exposed  theiein  have  been  mapped  in  detail,  and 
the  ore  occurrences  have  been  critically  studied.  The  more  important  facts  thus 
observed  are  described  in  this  chapter. 

The  properties  are  taken  up  in  geographic  order.  Those  grouped  together  in 
Bingham,  Butterfield,  and  Pine  canyons  and  in  their  tributaries  are  described 
together.  The  order  is  as  follows:  Upper  Bingham  Canyon,  Bear  Gulch,  Copper 
Center  Gulch  and  middle  Bingham  Canyon,  Carr  Fork,  Muddy  Fork,  Cottonwood 
Gulch,  Dixon  Gulch,  Markham  Gulch,  Freeman  Gulch,  Dr}'^  Fork,  lower  Bingham 
Canyon,  Midas  Creek,  Keystone  Gulch,  Copper  Gulch,  Yosemite  Gulch,  Saints'  Rest 
Gulch,  Black-jack  Gulch,  Pine  Canyon,  and  Baltimore  Gulch. 

Brief  statements  on  the  general  geology,  the  characteristic  occurrence  of  ores, 
and  the  order  of  treatment  of  properties  in  each  case  introduce  the  detailed  descrip- 
tions of  the  mines  in  that  respective  locality.  The  salient  features  of  individual 
properties  are  presented  in  the  following  order:  Geographic  situation,  history  (in 
case  of  larger  properties),  location,  development,  and  economic  geology,  the  latter 
including  descriptions  of  t^ie  country  rock  on  the  surface  and  underground,  and  of 
such  features  of  the  ore  bodies  as  croppings,  form  and  distribution  underground, 
strike,  dip,  walls,  and  of  the  ores  both  as  to  character  and  value.  In  certain  cases, 
where  it  seems  desirable,  the  sequence  of  geologic  and  economic  events  is  concisely 
reviewed.  The  system  outlined  above  has  been  followed  throughout  the  following 
descriptions,  except  that  in  special  cases  minor  omissions  or  variations  are  made 
as  may  be  required. 

«  The  detailed  examination  of  the  mines  was  carried  on  late  in  1900,  and  the  deecriptlona  of  mines  were  prepared  in  the 
-spring  of  1901.  The  more  important  recent  developments  which  have  been  reported  since  that  date'  are  briefly  sketched 
under  Addendum,  p.  379. 
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UPPER  BINGHAM  CANYON. 

Oeohgical  situation. — A  great  belt  of  ore-bearing  limestones  crosses  the  upper 
portion  of  Bingham  Canyon  obliquely,  with  a  general  east-west  course  and  a  north- 
ward dip.  It  is  made  up  of  two  members,  the  upper  (called  the  '* Commercial  lime/' 
as  it  is  best  known  in  the  mine  of  that  name)  having  a  thickness  of  at  least  230  feet, 
and  the  lower  (called  in  like  manner  the  '^Jordan  lime")  approximately  225  feet 
thick.  From  80  to  100  feet  of  quartzite  lies  between  the  two  limestones,  and  forms 
the  hanging  wall  for  the  Jordan  and  the  foot  wall  for  the  Commercial  limestone. 
Normal  massive  quartzites  inclose  this  series.  Underground  exposures  on  the 
Galena  tunnel,  and,  it  is  reported,  on  other  abandoned  workings,  have  shown  a 
third  limestone,  from  8  to  12  feet  thick,  which  Ues  about  300  feet  stratigraphically 
below  the  Jordan  limestone.  This  limestone,  it  appears,  has  never  been  found  here- 
abouts on  the  surface.  This  series  has  been  deformed  by  extensive  intrusive  bodies 
of  monzonite  and  by  faulting  along  strong  fissures. 

The  intrusive  masses  are  separated  superficially  by  the  Jordan  limestone 
into  upper  and  lower  members.  The  lower  and  larger  mass  has  been  traced  from 
Butterfield  Canyon  over  the  divide  at  the  head  of  Bear  Gulch;  also,  up  Porcupine 
Gulch,  along  Bingham  Canyon,  thence  westward  to  the  head  of  the  canyon.  There 
it  breaks  upward,  truncating  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones  on  the  east 
and  the  massive  limestone  of  West  Mountain  Peak  on  the  west,  and  extends  up  into 
Muddy,  Log,  and  Carr  forks.  A  thin  sill  of  considerable  economic  importance 
springs  from  the  parent  body  in  Copper  Center  Gulch  at  a  point  about  200  feet  north 
of  Rogers  mill  and  extends  westward  between  the  two  great  limestones  to  the  upper 
adit  of  the  Commercial  mine.  By  breaking  upward  it  gradually  reaches  the  Com- 
mercial limestone  at  this  point,  whence  it  continues  obliquely  across  this  member, 
sends  out  minor  sills  westward  into  quartzite  and  limestone,  and  unites  with  the 
greater  mass  from  the  head  of  the  canyon.  Underground  workings  tend  to  prove 
that  in  section  this  sill  is  wedge-shaped  and  thickens  in  depth.  Both  surface  and 
underground  exposures  indicate  the  extreme  irregularity  in  the  form  of  the  dikes,  sills, 
and  bodies  of  intermediate  habit  which  these  masses  put  out.  The  particular 
economic  interest  of  the  intrusives  Ues  in  their  relation  to  the  origin  of  the  ore  and  to 
the  pinching  out  and  truncation  of  the  ore  bodies,  in  their  impediment  to  the  explora- 
tion of  the  limestones,  and  in  their  influence  upon  the  continuance  of  the  ore-bearing 
limestones  in  depth. 

Fissures  and  faults  (see  PI.  XXIII). — Subsequent  to  the  intrusion  of  the  por- 
phyries profound,  recurrent  fissuring  occurred.  The  resultant  fissures  fall  into 
three  major  groups:  A  northeast-southwest  series,  an  east-west  series,  and  a  north- 
west-southeast series.  All  of  these  are  of  direct  economic  interest,  and  the  northeast- 
southwest   series  is  of  surface  interest,  in  that   noticeable  displacement  of   the 


282  GEOLOGY    OF   BINGHAM   MINING    DISTRICT,   UTAH. 

limestone  has  taken  place  along  the  planes  of  fissures  of  this  group.  Thus  faulting 
QJ(.^e  Jordan  limestone  is  shown  on  the  surface  along  the  Galena  fissure,  along  the 
Condor  fissure,  and  at  a  point  just  below  the  Niagara  boarding  house.  Among  the 
fissures  that  have  been  most  thoroughly  explored  may  be  mentioned,  beginning  at 
the  head  of  the  canyon  and  proceeding  eastward,  the  Steamboat,  Ashland,  Henriette, 
Galena,  Rastler,  Live  Pine,  Condor,  Bully  Boy,  Silver  Shield,  Northern  Chief,  and 
Qiant  Chief.  The  surface  indications  of  these  fissures  are  (1)  an  apparent  variation 
in  the  thickness  of  the  limestone,  due  to  faulting,  as  shown  by  the  broadened  outcrop 
of  the  Jordan  limestone  above  the  Jordan  Mill;  (2)  topographic  sags,  due  to  greater 
ease  of  erosion  along  lines  of  weakness,  as  shown  along  the  Bully  Boy  fissure;  and  (3) 
reticulated,  roughly  vertical  zones  of  slip  planes  at  the  immediate  outcrop  of  the 
fissure,  as  at  that  of  the  Galena  fissure.     (See  PI.  XXVIII,  A,) 

General  occurrence  of  ore  bodies. — As  regards  their  form  of  occurrence,  the  ore 
bodies  of  this  locality  fall  into  two  principal  classes;  (1)  Those  which  fill  the  northeast- 
southwest  subvert ical  fissures,  and  are  hence  known  as  *^ fissure  ore  bodies,''  and 
(2)  those  which  occur  in  the  great  limestones  above  quartzite  foot  walls,  roughly 
parallel  to  the  lower  contact,  and  are  hence  known  locally  as  '  Hime  contact  bodies.' ' 
The  mineral-bearing  solutions  which  formed  the  lime-contact  bodies  probably,  in 
part  at  least,  rose  through  the  fissures  to  the  limestones,  as  may  be  clearly  seen  in 
individual  instances.  The  ores  of  the  two  classes  carrj^  about  the  same  group  of 
minerals,  but  in  the  fissures  the  lead-silver  values  predominate,  while  in  the  lime 
contact  bodies  the  copper-iron  values  are  in  excess.  Gold  is  most  abundant  in  the 
oxidized  portions  of  the  limestone  bodies.  Zinc  is  common  in  the  fissure  bodies 
and  ranges  from  a  trace  to  above  32  per  cent. 

Order  of  treatment. — In  describing  the  mines  of  this  locality  those  situated  upon 
the  limestones  will  be  taken  up  first  and  those  upon  the  fissures  aften^ards.  in  the 
following  order:  Old  Jordan  and  Galena,  Niagara,  Storj',  Colorado,  Neptune,  Ash- 
land, Albino,  Spiritualist,  Bully  Boj%  Silver  Shield,  Northern  Chief,  and  Willow 
Spring. 

OLD   JORDAN    MINE 

I 

SITUATION. 

The  Old  Jordan  mine,  which  includes  the  properties  now  known  as  the  "Jordan  *' 
and  '*  South  Galena"  mines,  is  located  on  the  north  slope  of  Bingham  Canyon,  about 
halfway  between  Bear  Gulch  and  the  head  of  the  main  canyon,  in  the  Jordan  lime- 
stone. It  extends  from  the  Neptune  on  the  west  to  the  Story  on  the  east.  It  also 
irteludes  the  Orphan  Boy  and  Northern  Light  tunnels,  on  the  Commercial  limestone, 
aind  extensive  w^orkings  upon  the  Galena  fissure  below  the*  Jordan  hmestone.  (See 
PL  XXXIX.) 
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HISTOBT. 

In  1899,  the  United  States  Mining  Company  came  into  control  of  the  Old 
Jordan  and  Galena  (including  the  Northern  Light,  Orphan  Boy,  Live  Pine,  etc.), 
Utah,  Niagara,  Spanish,  and  Old  Telegraph  mines.  The  West  Jordan  claim  was 
located  September  17,  1863,  as  a  portion  of  ground  staked  by  twenty-five  men 
composing  the  Jordan  Silver  Mining  Company,  including  Archibald  Gardner, 
G.  B.  Ogilvie  (discoverer),  Alex.  Ogilvie,  P.  E.  Connor,  William  Hickman,  R.  C. 
Drum,  R.  K.  Reed,  John  Hancock,  C.  J.  Sprague,  Thomas  Bexsted,  James  Brin- 
inger,  Henry  Bexsted,  Hugh  O'Donnell,  M.  G.  Lewis,  Alex.  Bexsted,  James  Finnalty, 
Saint  Egbert,  G.  W.  Carlton,  Neil  Anderson,  Edw.  MacGarr}^  M.  J.  Jenkins,  A.  O. 
Pratt,  Robert  Pollock,  Daniel  MacLane,  and  N.  B.  Eldred.  This  is  the  earliest 
recorded  mining  location  in  Utah.''  The  Jordan  was  incorporated  in  1864,  under 
the  laws  of  California,  as  Jordan  Silver  Mining  Company,  b}^  Gen.  P.  E.  Connor.  In 
1870  the  property  was  purchased  by  J.  W.  Kerr,  Isadore  Morris,  and  others,  who 
erected  the  Galena  smelter.  After  working  the  mine  three  years  they  sold  it  to 
Carson  and  Buzzel,  who  constructed  a  wooden  flume  (15  by  9  feet)  12  miles  long, 
at  a  cost  of  $120,000,  to  furnish  water  for  power.  After  they  failed,  in  1875,  it 
was  acquired  by  the  Galena  Silver  Mining  Company,  wliich  built  the  Galena 
smelter  (5  stacks)  on  the  Jordan  River;  in  1877  by  the  Jordan  Mining  and 
Smelting  Company,  and  in  1879  by  the  Jordan  Mining  and  Milling  Company. 
At  that  time  lead  was  being  extracted  with  much  success  by  L.  E.  Ilolden,  in 
conjuncton  with  operations  at  the  Telegraph  mine.  From  18S0  to  1888  special 
attention  was  devoted  to  rich  oxidized  gold  ores  and  lead-bearing  fissures. 
Cheaper  smelter  charges,  adopted  in  1888,  allowed  the  exploitation  of  the  galena 
bodies  which  underlav  the  carbonates.  In  1890  the  Old  Jordan,  the  Galena,  and 
many  other  mining  properties  were  consolidated,  and  lead  sulphide  was  exploited 
on  a  large  scale.  The  shipment  of  lead  ore,  as  recorded,  increased  from  6,000  tons 
in  1896  to  39,000  tons  in  1897.  Since  the  property  passed  into  the  ownership  of 
the  present  company,  search  for  shoots  of  copper  sulphide  has  been  actively 
pushed,  but  the  only  shipments  of  ore  have  been  made  by  leasers.'^ 

The  plant  of  the  United  States  Mining  Company  includes  a  small  experimental 
concentrating  mill;  plant  for  generating  the  electrical  power  for  lighting;  complete 
compressor  equipment  for  use  on  machine  drills  in  all  of  the  mines  of  the  company; 
machine  shop;  sawmills,  carpenter  shops,  and  blacksmith  shops  at  both  the  Old 
Jordan  and  Telegraph  mines,  and  comfortable  boarding  and  lodging  accommo- 
dations for  officers  and  miners.  Two  stamp  mills  for  gold  ore  and  cyanide  plant 
have  been  sold  and  dismantled.  The  company  has  under  consideration  plans  for 
a  smelter  to  be  erected  for  the  treatment  of  copper  ores.'" 

a  Oindal  records  at  ofxioe  of  surveyor-genoral  of  Utah,  Salt  Lake  City, 
b  See  Addendum,  p.  3^9,  for  recent  developments  and  additiona 
cldem,  p.  380. 


Th#^  frxa/^t  prrffinction  ^onld  not  b*»  aflr#*rrainiHl.  The  appmximare  prrMhiction 
to  HKKi.  a'H  {nminhi^fi  hy  A.  F.  ffoliii»n.  manatsne  'iirwtor  of  the  compaiiy.  from 
sm^^l U^r  r^p«^^rt<»  on  l^a/1.  ^>id.  silver,  and  ^opp<»r.  ami  ail  other  availabie  somcea, 
stat^^l  in  valij#^  f^im^nr  on  X^w  York  market,  in  ah  f«>lli>w3: 

T^l^srrAp*- ^.flrt.i)nOJlOO 

(MAf^^M^ 12,<)nOJlBO 

N'lftjrar* 5.  »WI.  'WO 

T^^*» 53.»)l».'WO 

The  hfc  \ffA\f^  of  thw  property  have  been  exploited  through  an  extenave 
fterien  of  tunnel.^,  driven  in  a  general  east- west  direction  adjacent  to  the  lower 
rjfUtH^'t  of  the  lirrientone  PI.  XL  .  These  are  connected  bv  ineUnes  and  raiises. 
from  wbi^:h  cr^/sa  fjiVi  are  driven  off  north-northeast  into  the  Innestone.  Omitting 
the  noro^roTis  MiibieveU  and  abandoned  underground  and  open-cut  workings  on  the 
oxidized  fK>rt.ionH  of  the  ore  V^odies,  the  chief  levels  are.  in  descending  order:  No.  I 
tunnel,  l>elia  B.  or  Mill  tunnel.  Ctah  tunnel,  the  4(X>-foot  level,  and  the  54)0-foot  lefel. 
'^Die  f^aleria  fi*iure  has  Fieen  explored  by  means  of  an  extensive  aeries  of  tunnels  at 
a  (hr/A^i  main  levels  with  connecting  inclined  "shafts  between  the  Utah  and  the 
Aia/iin  level.n  for  aUiuf  *i.fKK>  feet  hori>x>ntallv  and  over  600  feet  verticallv.  The 
iKKli*-!?*  art«<K'iafed  with  the  Commercial  limestone  were  exploited  throu^  short 
turfriel?^,  driftM  along  contacts,  and  connecting  .shafts.  The  total  length  of  workings 
of  thin  c^HHpany.  including  its  adjoining  properties,  the  Niagara  and  Telegraph 
niiue^f  M  said  to  exr^^d  15  miles. 

cocimrT  ROCK. 

The  outcrop  of  the  Jordan  limest^me  within  the  limits  of  this  property  varies 
much  in  width.  (>f>[>osite  the  mouth  of  Black-jack  Gulch  its  strike  is  about  nortb- 
weHt;  thence  toward  the  south,  it  varies  from  north-south  to  northeast-southwest, 
and  in  the  Big  ofieri  cut  it  ranges  from  N.  30*^  E.  to  N.  55®  E.  The  dip  varies 
likewiw^  but  averag<^  45^  N W.  These  variations  in  dip,  together  with  the  deforma- 
tion of  the  limestone,  which  will  be  considered  later,  explain  the  marked  variations 
in  width  fif  out<;rop,  such  as  the  increased  width  opposite  the  Niagara  boarding 
house,  the  marked  narrowing  in  the  rear  of  the  cyanide  mill,  and  the  strong  increase 
in  width  from  that  point  westward. 

Litliolfygically  the  limestones  here  present  several  phases,  showing  at  the  open 
cut  on  the  Oaleria  fissure  stroti^  banding  with  alternating  layers,  2  to  3  inches  thick, 
of  blue  limestone  and  white  crystalline  limestone  or  marble.    The  gray  bands  seen 
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in  the  Big  open  cut  are  nonfossiliferous,  friable,  and  siliceous  (PI.  XXVIII,  A). 
In  No.  1  tunnel,  where  banding  is  well  marked,  the  white  portion  is  a  structureless 
cream  or  straw-white  dry  powder,  consisting  of  decomposed  limestone  lying 
between  light-gray  bands  of  semicrystalline  limestone.  In  some  places  the  bands 
of  gray  limestone  become  inclosed  lenses,  simulating  in  section  elongated  pencils 
inclosed  by  the  white,  altered  portions.  Along  stretches  of  the  same  tunnel  the 
rock  is  entirely  crystalline,  white  limestone.  (For  discussion  of  chemical  and 
microscopical  study  of  alteration  of  limestone  see  pp.  188-192.)  In  places  the 
country  rock  is  a  granular,  sugary  quartz;  in  others  it  is  a  massive,  siliceous  rock, 
distinguished  with  difficulty  from  a  quartzite;  or,  as  in  the  open  cut  back  of  the 
cyanide  mill,  it  is  a  rusty,  structureless,  siliceous  mass;  or,  again,  it  exhibits 
cherty  facies.  These  present  in  some  localities  large,  irregular  masses  of  highly 
colored  chert,  and  in  others  the  position  occupied  by  semicrystalline,  gray  lime- 
stone bands  is  taken  by  chert  bands.  In  this  limestone  these  chert  occurrences 
seem  more  common  toward  its  base. 

Normal  quartzite  underlies  this  member  and  assumes  economic  importance 
as  the  foot  wall  of  the  replacement  ore  bodies.  It  is  massive,  fine  grained,  com- 
pact, and  exhibits  delicate  and  distinct  banding.  Irregular  masses  of  monzonite 
cut  both  limestone  and  quartzite;  these  occur  as  narrow,  inclined  dikes,  as  sills, 
and  in  intermediate  forms.  Although  several  small  bodies  are  encountered  else- 
where in  this  property,  the  most  important  mass  is  the  monzonite  sill,  which  extends 
between  the  Commercial  and  Jordan  Umestones  on  the  east.  Crosscuts  north  from 
Utah  tunnel  prove  that  the  mass  increases  in  thickness  with  depth.  The  thin, 
flat  lenses  and  irregular  apophyses  which  it  sends  out  show  the  extreme  irregularity 
of  its  lower  contact,  resulting  from  breaking  upward  to  higher  levels.  Owing  to 
the  intensely  crushed  condition  of  the  rocks  in  this  locality  and  to  the  disorderly 
complexity  of  the  resultant  fracture  planes,  the  intrusives  found  easy  entrance 
along  diverserand  intricate  fractures. 

DEFORMATION   OF   COUNTRY   ROCE. 

Fractures, — ^The  Jordan  limestone  is  cut  by  a  multiple  series  of  fractures  which 
developed  at  different  periods.  These  form  the  loci  of  important  faults  and  bear 
genetic  relations  to  the  ore  bodies.  Although  space  does  not  permit  their  detailed  con- 
sideration, the  most  important  systems  will  be  sketched  and  their  part  in  deforming 
the  limestone  and  in  assisting  mineral  deposition  will  be  considered.  These  fractures 
are  definite  planes  and  zones,  along  whose  somewhat  uneven  but  generally  regular 
surfaces  the  country  rock  has  been  parted.  They  are  steeply  inclined,  and  cut 
all  rocks  alike,  whether  earlier  sedimentaries  or  later  intrusives.  The  prevailing 
trend^anges  from  N.  30°  E.  to  N.  50°  E.  and  from  N.  30°  W.  to  N.  60°  W.  In  point 
of  age  the  northeast  fissures  appear  to  antedate  all  others.     These  were  followed 
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by  the  northwest,  and  later  by  renewed  movement  and  faulting  along  the  northeast 
planes. 

The  structure  which  these  fissures,  with  their  related  faults,  have  produced 
in  the  limestone  is  often  complicated,  but  nowhere  more  so  than  in  the  workings  of 
the  Old  Jordan  mine. 

Jordan  roll  (see  PL  XLI,  section  A,  and  PI.  XXI,  B), — A  structure  in  the  lime- 
stone which  is  best  exemplified  here  simulates  an  anticline  or  arch.  In  reality  it 
is  neither.  It  has  been  formed  by  the  relative  elevation  of  a  part  of  the  limestone 
above  its  normal  position  down  the  dip,  on  a  plane  which  cuts  it  roughly  parallel  to 
the  strike  and  dips  southwestward.  Technically,  it  is  a  normal  step  fault  on  a  plane 
striking  N.  40°  W.  and  dipping  southwest  at  an  angle  of  40°.  The  amount  of  dis- 
placement measured  on  the  fault  plane  is  from  240  to  275  feet.  The  result  is  that 
when  the  ore  which  made  in  the  base  of  the  limestone  above  the  quartzite  foot  wall 
is  followed  down  the  dip  it  is  found  to  end  against  quartzite,  but  on  raising  up  in 
the  ore  along  its  slickensided  contact  with  quartzite  a  point  is  found  where  the 
limestone  may  again  be  followed  down  as  normal  (Jip.  The  general  effect  of  this, 
as  seen  in  the  sections  of  the  Clark  raise,  is  that  of  a  roll.  Accordingly  it  is  appropri- 
ately known  as  the  ^^  Jordan  roll.''  This  structure  was  first  proved  up  in  the  Utah 
stope,  where  the  relations  are  clearly  shown,  as  represented  in  PI.  XLI,  section  A. 
Economically,  this  structure  is  to  be  carefully  considered  in  determining  the  tonnage 
of  the  mine,  since  on  a  presumption  of  anticlinal  structure  it  might  easily  mislead 
into  an  overestimate  of  the  tonnage  of  an  ore  body  thus  deformed;  and  again, 
it  is  of  high  importance  in  exploratory  work  to  know  the  probable  location  of  the 
larger  ore  bodies  with  reference  to  the  fault.  Thus,  one  of  the  richest  bodies  (that 
now  represented  by  the  Big  Emma  stope)  lies  above  the  fault  and  appears  to  be 
truncated  by  it.  The  size  ot  the  roll  and  its  convexity  are  not  the  same  throughout 
the  mine.  It  appears  that  the  data  on  this  point  are  incomplete,  for  the  roll  grows 
greater  in  both  height  and  width  to  the  west.  Increase  in  width  would  be  the 
expected  result  if  the  fault  plane  progressively  diverged  from  the  parallelism  of 
the  strike;  or  increase  in  height  if  the  limestone  either  as  a  whole  or  in  portions 
was  there  relatively  elevated,  or  if  there  were  a  reciprocal  decrease  in  the  dip  of 
the  fault  or  dip  of  the  bedding. 

Other  faults, — In  addition  to  the  faults  that  extend  in  a  direction  generally 
parallel  to  the  strike,  there  are  others,  trending  in  various  directions.  The  more 
important  of  these  took  place  along  strong  fractures  which  trend  from  N.  30*^  E. 
to  N.  45®  E,  and  which  dip,  as  a  rule,  eastward  at  angles  ranging  from  75®  to  85®, 
and  along  fractures  which  trend  N.  36®  W.  to  N.  75®  W.  and  dip  both  northward  and 
southward.  The  most  important  are  the  northeast  faults  on  the  Robbie  and  Galena 
fissures.  • 
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The  Robbie  fault  is  marked  at  three 
and  in  extensive  stopes  along  its  cours' 
from  12°  to  15°  and  offsets  the  liniestom 
longitudinal  section  shown  on  PI.  XL, 
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iiaiii  levels-No.  1,  Delia  B,  and  Drain — 
It  hades  eastward  at  angles  ranging 
from  ilO  to  100  feet  in  the  plane  of  the 
ction  B.  The  Galena  fissure  appears  on 
the  Delia  B,  Comprombe,  Drain,  and  Utah  levels  in  tlie  mine  proper,  and,  as  pre- 
vioualy  stated,  has  been  explored  to  the  southwest  beh>w  the  hniestone  for  a  hori- 
zoDtal  distance  of  about  3,000  feet  and  a  vertical  distance  of  over  600  feet.  It 
trends  from  N.  29°  E.  to  N.  40°  E.,  hades  eastward  at  an  angle  of  about  15°,  and 
offsets  the  limestone  in  the  plane  of  the  sec- 
tion approximately  30  feet.     The  Robbie  fissure     "w se 

attains  its  highest  economic  importance  within 
the  limits  of  the  Jordan  limestone,  but  on  the 
Galena  fissure  the  main  values  have  been  taken 
trom  below  the  limestone. 

Age  of  Jordan  roll  and  northeast  faults. — -On 
the  question  of  the  relative  age  of  the  faults  that 
form  the  roll,  and  of  the  northeast  faults,  the 
evidence  ia  contradictory.  The  roll  fault  has 
been  recognized  at  several  points  west  of  the 
Robbie  fissure  and  also  at  the  opposite  end  of 
the  mine,  in  the  Utah  stope,  where  it  has  south- 
westward  dips  of  38°  and  40°,  respectively.  The 
planes  there  observed  were  probably  causatively 
related,  genetically  contemporaneous,  and  orig- 
inally united;  and,  if  this  be  true,  the  present 
displacement  of  the  roll  along  the  northeast 
fractures  proves  the  later  movement  on  the  lat- 
ter. Apparently  opposing  this  conclusion,  but 
less  worthy  of  credence,  is  the  relation  of  north- 
east and  northwest  slip  planes  at  the  ojest  of  the 
roll  in  Utah  stope.  There  the  planes  trending 
N.  40°  E.  clearly  seem  to  be  cut  cleanly  by  one 
trending  N.  40°  W.  It  may  be,  however,  that  at  this  point  the  later  movement 
on  the  northeast  fissure  did  not  take  place.  This  explanation  would  remove  the 
apparent  contradiction  in  a  reasonable  manner  and  leave  the  conclusion  that  in 
general  the  relatively.  later  movement  was  on  the  northeast  planes. 

In  brief,  the  Jordan  roll  is  cut  by  the  Galena  and  Robbie  faults  into  three 
great  fault  blocks,  the  western  one  extending  from  the  Robbie  westward;  the 
eastern  from  the  Galena  eastward,  and  the  central  being  included  between  the 
Robbie  and  Galena  fissures.    The  movement  on  the  faults  is  neither  systematic 
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nor  regular.  On  the  Robbie  the  west  side  is  elevated;  on  the  Galena  it  is  lowered, 
and  fault  blocks  outlined  by  faults  to  the  east  in  the  same  manner  are  unsystem- 
atically  lowered  and  raised.  In  one  place  the  fault  which  was  noted  in  the  Pello 
and  Yankee  tunnels,  and  in  the  50-,  200-,  and  300-foot  levels  off  from  the  Galena 
shaft,  is  reported  to  have  shown  differential,  torsional  movement,  as  if  about  a  pivot. 
Above  the  50-foot  level  the  eastern  side  was  lowered,  and  below  that  level  it  w^as 
raised.  The  workings  which  exposed  this  fault  were  closed  or  abandoned,  and  could 
not  be  studied  at  time' of  visit. 

ORE   BODIBH. 

Outcrop. — In  this  property  valuable  ore  bodies  have  been  foimd  both  in  fissures 
and  in  the  limestone.  The  outcrops  of  these,  so  far  as  they  may  be  followed,  appear 
as  belts  of  shattered,  crushed,  and  discolored  rock.  The  fissure  fillings  are  marked 
by  crushing  and  some  staining,  and  the  replacement  bodies  often  b}^  silicification 
and  discoloration  of  the  limestone. 

Underground  jeatures. — The  bodies  are  tabular  in  general  form  and  are  com- 
monly found  in  one  of  two  positions,  either  standing  nearly  vertical  along  fissures, 
or  lying  roughly  parallel  to  the  bedding  in  the  limestone.  The  largest  bodies 
worked  thus  far  have  been  found  adjacent  to  fissures.  When  these  cut  countrj^ 
rock  below  the  limestone  the  ore  is  generally  lead-silver;  when  they  are  in  the 
limestone  the  lead-silver  content  often  remains  high  and  the  copper-iron  percentage 
rises.  In  the  ore  from  the  Big  Enmia  stope,  which  is  in  the  limestone  adjacent  to 
a  strong  northeast  fissure,  the  chief  values  are  reported  to  have  been  in  lead  and 
silver.  Again,  on  another  strong  northeast  fissure  is  the  Iron  stope,  in  which  the 
ore  is  practically  solid  pyrite.  Besides  the  bodies  of  great  size,  there  are  innumer- 
able small  bodies  and  mineralized  seams  on  northeast  fissures.  The  limestone 
between  these  may  or  may  not  be  mineralized.  In  some  places  the  mineralization 
is  closely  restricted  to  the  fissures,  the  interfissure  areas  being  barren,  banded 
white  limestone  which  exhibits  local  silicification.  In  other  places  mineralization 
appears  to  have  extended  from  the  supply  fissures  outward  along  selected  beds  ih 
the  limestone.  The  resulting  ore  bodies  vary  much  in  thickness  and  in  extent  in 
depth.  In  certain  instances  they  are  practically  solid  ore  made  up  of  pyrite  and 
chalcocite.  In  others  the  mineralization  was  less  complete  and  a  siliceous  residue 
may  be  seen  which  sometimes  consists  of  more  siliceous  bands  in  the  ore,  or  of 
solid  chert  bands,  or  again  of  layers  of  loose,  white,  sugary  quartzitic  matter. 
(For  detailed  discussion  of  the  processes  effecting  this  and  the  composition  of 
products,  see  p.  192.) 

Form  and  boundaries, — ^The  extent  of  the  bodies  along  the  fissures,  as  well  as 
along  the  limestones,  is  greater  than  their  thickness,  so  their  form  may  be  considered 
lenticular.     Fissure  masses  are  more   constant;  the   limestone   lenses   are   more 


OLD   JORDAN   MINE.  239 

irregular  and  patchy  in  their  form  of  occurrence,  more  so,  in  fact,  in  this  property 
than  in  most  others  studied. 

Walls. — The  boundaries  of  the  fissure  bodies  may  be  sharp  or  may  be  indistinct, 
according  as  the  wall  is  quartzite,  siliceous  limestone,  or  tnie  limestone.  Thus,  an 
ore  body  in  quartzite  fills  only  the  open  spaces  formed  by  the  fracture  and  possesses 
sharp  boundaries,  but  ore  in  limestone,  as  may  be  noted  along  mineral-bearing 
fissures  that  cut  that  rock,  * '  made  out  into  the  lime,' '  as  the  local  explanation  puts 
it,  and  ends  gradually,  with  very  irregular  boundaries. 

In  the  replacement  bodies  we  find  a  sharp  foot  wall  on  the  quartzite,  but  an 
ill-defined  hanging  wall.  Similarly,  regular  walls  are  rarely  present  when  the 
body  is  formed  by  the  replacement  of  a  lime  member  entirely  within  the  great  lime- 
stone; nevertheless,  the  line  of  demarcation  between  ore  and  barren,  white  lime- 
stone, which  includes  it,  may  sometimes  be  as  sharp  as  a  line  separating  black 
from  white. 

Summary. — In  brief,  the  ore  bodies  now  exposed  on  this  property  are  some- 
what irregular  and  patchy,  especially  those  in  the  limestone.  The  larger  ones  have 
been  found  on  or  adjacent  to  fissures  in  limestone,  and  as  a  rule  they  run  higher 
in  lead  and  silver.  The  walls  are  sharp  when  the  bodies  lie  on  fissures  in  quartzite 
or  in  the  base  of  the  limestone  on  a  quartzite  foot  wall.  Elsewhere  they  are  more 
irregular. 

Composition  qj  ore. — Copper,  lead,  silver,  gold,  and  iron  are  saved.  These  form 
two  main  classes  of  ore,  which  are  known,  according  to  their  predominant  values, 
as  (1)  lead-silver  ore  or  (2)  copper-iron  ore.  Values  in  the  former  lie  chiefly  in 
galena,  and  in  the  latter  in  pyrite  (carrying  a  low  percentage  of  copper)  and  massive 
chalcocite.  It  is  reported  that  the  bulk  of  values  in  the  past  production  lay  in 
lead  and  silver.  At  present  bodies  of  copper-iron  ore  are  being  explored.  Asso- 
ciated  with  these  leading  sources  of  values  are  the  following  minerals:  Gold,  limonite, 
anglesite,  cerussite,  malachite,  azurite,  chalcopyrite,  bomite,  tenorite,  cuprite, 
chalcanthite,  and  pisanite. 

Value  of  ore.-  Assays  of  samples  from  the  Lion's  Den  ore  body  showed  65 
per  cent  lead,  25  ounces  silver,  $2.20  gold.  At  present  the  assay  values  are  under- 
stood to  average  approximately  2  to  3  per  cent  copper,  12  to  20  cents  gold,  and  3 
to  5  ounces  silver.  It  is  reported  that  no  significant  variation  in  values  in  depth 
is  known  to  occur  within  that  part  of  the  sulphide  zone  thus  far  explored. 

Summary  of  economic  geology  of  the  Old  Jordan  mine. — Intrusives  in  the  form 
of  dikes  and  sills  invaded  limestones  and  inclosing  quartzites  preceding  or  syn- 
chronous  with  the  earliest  folding.  Fiacturing  along  northeast-southwest  planes 
then  opened  courses  for  mineral-bearing  agents,  which  later  passed  up  some  of 
these  planes  and  possibly  into  the  limestones.     Subsequently,  pronounced  normal 
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faulting  took  place  on  a  plane  trending  northwest  and  dipping  southeastward. 
Secondary  movement  on  the  nortlieast  fractures  then  resulted  in  marked  faulting 
and  opened  mineral-bearing  fissures  along  which  secondary  deposition  of  calcite 
and  slight  secondary  enrichment  of  the  ore  has  taken  place.  In  brief,  the  sequence 
appears  to  have  been:  Deposition  of  sediments;  deformation  of  same  and  intrusion 
of  porphyrj^;  fracturing  and  faulting  along  northeast-southwest  planes;  deposition 
of  ore  along  fissures  and  through  limestone;  faulting  along  northwest-southeast 
planes;  faulting  along  northeast-sctuthwest  planes;  surface  alteration  and  secondary 
enrichment  of  sulphide  ores. 

NIAGARA    MINE. 

Situation. — The  Niagara  mine  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  upper  Bingham 
Canyon,  about  1,800  feet  below  the  Old  Jordan  and  about  2,500  feet  above  Bear 
Gulch.     It  is  opened  in  the  Jordan  limestone. 

This  ore-bearing  member  l:as  been  thoroughly  explored  by  open  cuts  on  the 
surface  and  by  crosscut  tunnels  with  strike  drifts  at  five  levels,  including,  in  descend- 
ing order,  the  Spanisli  No.  1,  Spanish,  1899,  Mayberry,  and  Franklin.  These  all 
extend  in  a  general  southerly  direction  from  Bingham  Canyon,  with  one  exception. 
The  Franklin  tunnel  extends  from  Copper  Center  Gulch  and  passes  deep  beneath 
the  main  workings  of  this  property.  Considerable  stoping  has  been  done  on  the 
Spanish  and  1899  levels. 

Oeology. — The  Jordan  limestone  crosses  the  Niagara  spur  on  a  general  east- 
west  strike  and  a  northerly  dip  of  35°  to  40°.  Its  normal  structure  and  its  relations 
to  the  overlying  and  underlying  quartzite  have  been  complexly  interrupted  by 
marked  faulting  and  by  a  number  of  irregular  intrusives,  both  dikes  and  sills.  The 
limestone  has  been  metamorphosed  almost  entirely  to  a  highly  siliceous  cherty 
marble.  Underground  the  deformation  of  the  country  rock  is  even  more  complex 
than  on  the  surface.  The  normal  northward  dip  is  found  in  the  Mayberry  level  to 
give  way  to  a  dip  of  40°  southward,  the  change  being  due  either  to  an  abrupt,  short 
strike  fold  or  to  dragging  incident  to  deformation. 

The  1899  tunnel  passes  through  a  thick  dike  and  cuts  several  small  bodies.  A 
thin  northwest-southeast  dike  is  encountered  on  the  Spanish  No.  1  level,  and  similar 
dikes  and  the  lower  contact  of  a  sill  in  quartzite  are  exposed  on  the  Mayberry  level. 
Although  all  trends  and  dips  are  represented  among  the  numerous  fissures,  the 
prevailing  ones  appear  to  be  north-south  and  northeast-southwest.  A  number  of 
important  faults  have  been  encountered,  but  lack  of  the  necessary  development 
renders  proof  of  their  precise  character  impracticable.  Judging  from  both  surface 
and  underground  indications,  however,  a  pronounced  fault  appears  to  traverse  the 
property  in  a  northeast-southwest  direction. 
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The  croppings  of  the  Niagara  ore  bodies  were  in  rusty,  siliceous,  cherty  marble. 
They  were  early  mined  through  open  cuts,  and  are  reported  to  have  yielded  high 
values. 

Several  of  the  important  ore  occurrences  could  not  be  observed,  as  they  were 
inaccessible,  having  been  developed  during  the  early  days,  when  the  Spanish  was 
one  of  the  principal  shipping  properties.  Ore  bodies  have  been  stoped  on  the 
Spanish,  Spanish  No.  1,  and  1889  levels.  Some  values  are  found  along  fissures  or 
disseminated  in  metamorphosed  limestone  adjacent  to  fissures  or  intrusives.  But 
the  large,  and  best-defined,  ore  shoots  occur  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  marble  as 
elongated,  irregular  lenses  over  either  quartzite  or  porphyry.  Thus  on  the  1889 
level  a  sulphide  body  in  the  basal  part  of  the  marble  had  formed  unevenly  between 
quartzite  and  an  overlying  dike  30  to  50  feet  thick  in  some  places  and  only  a  few 
feet  in  others.  Probably  the  most  valuable  body  exploited  in  recent  years  was  that 
in  the  Davidson  stope.  This  was  a  lenticular  body  of  black  sulphide  ore  40  feet 
thick,  which  made  in  metamorphosed  limestone  above  barren  limestone  some 
distance  above  the  foot-wall  quartzite.  In  brief,  either  barren  quartzite  or  marble 
forms  the  foot  wall  and  barren  marble  or  intrusive  bodies  the  hanging  wall.  The 
frequent  and  intimate  association  of  ore  with  intrusives  in  this  mine  is  noteworthy. 

The  ore  shipped  from  this  property  includes  several  types.  The  rust}^  crop- 
pings of  oxidized  siliceous  ore  were  exploited  in  early  days  through  open  cuts  for 
their  gold  contents.  It  is  claimed  that  this  is  the  only  gold  ore  in  camp  which  has 
been  cyanided  on  a  commercial  scale  at  a  profit.  The  values  are  reported  to  have 
run  from  $3  to  $6  per  ton.  From  1870  to  1874  the  carbonate  ores  mined  from  this 
property  and  smelted  by  Messrs.  Bristol  &  Daggett  in  combination  with  Winamuck 
ores  were  of  very  high  grade.  The  sulphide  copper  ores  opened  at  greater  depth 
carried  normal  values,  and  the  black  sulphide  from  the  Davidson  shoot  was  high 
in  copper. 

STORY   MINE. 

On  the  north  side  of  Bingham  Canyon,  between  the  Jordan  and  Niagara,  and 
in  the  same  gully  as  the  Colorado,  at  the  road  level,  is  the  adit  to  the  Story  mine. 
Its  workings  lie  in  the  Jordan  limestone  and  consist  of  a  tunnel,  driven  northward 
and  westward,  with  drifts  to  the  east  and  west,  inclines,  and  several  good-sized 
stopes,  aggregating  between  300  and  400  feet  of  accessible  workings.  Undergroimd, 
those  portions  of  the  limestone  which  have  not  been  replaced  by  mineral  are  white, 
granular,  siliceous  matter.  The  ore  bodies,  so  far  as  exposed  by  the  limited  develop- 
ment, have  no  regular  form  nor  walls,  but  occur  as  irregular  bodies  within  the  lime- 
stone adjacent  to  northeast-southwest  fissures.  Thus  the  east  drift  cuts  two  bodies 
which  lie  along  northeast  fractures  and  the  west  drift  crosses  several  mineralized 
northeast  fissures.     Post  mineral   movements  appear  in  two  series,  one  indicated 
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by  fracturing  of  ore  along  northeast-southwest  planes,  the  other  indicated  by  the 
abrupt  truncation  of  a  large  ore  body  by  a  plane  trending  N.  60°  W.  and  dipping 
45°  SW.  The  relative  dates  of  these  two  movements  were  not  learned.  The  bodies 
cut  by  the  main  tunnel  and  east  drift  are  of  sulphide  ore  consisting  of  pyrites  with 
a  low  percentage  of  copper,  of  galena,  and  at  one  fissure,  of  zinc,  assaying  as  high 
as  ISJ  per  cent.     The  old  stopes  reached  by  the  west  drift  are  on  carbonate  ores. 

NEPTUNE    MINE. 

Situation. — This  mine,  comprising  the  Old  Neptune  and  Kempton  properties, 
is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Bingham  Canyon  in  the  Jordan  limestone,  imme- 
diately west  of  the  Old  Jordan  and  Galena  mine. 

Development. — The  workings  comprise  drifts  run  at  three  main  levels,  short 
ones  at  sublevels  in  a  general  east-west  direction  along  the  strike  of  the  limestone, 
and  connecting  inclines,  stopes,  and  raises.  These  are  entered  to-day  by  a  tunnel 
driven  at  the  work  level  in  a  northwesterly  direction  over  500  feet.  The  highest 
of  the  three  main  drifts,  together  with  the  incline  and  stope  connecting  it  with  the 
level  intermediate  between  it  and  the  work  tunnel,  were  inaccessible. 

Geology. — The  outcrop  of  both  the  upper  and  lower  contacts  of  the  limestone 
leaves  the  United  States  property  on  a  northerly  course,  and  on  this  property  turns 
southwestward  to  a  more  westerly  course.  The  change  in  strike  noted  on  the  sur- 
face is  further  borne  out  by  exact  measurements  underground;  there  the  strike  of 
the  limestone  on  the  quartzite  foot  wall  passes  from  a  southwest  direction,  through 
strikes  of  S.  70°,  75°,  and  85°  W.,  into  a  more  westerly  course. 

The  country  rock  is  a  white,  crystalline  limestone,  which  sometimes  shows 
banding  indicating  a  northward  dip  of  from  40°  to  45°.  The  numerous  fracture 
planes  which  cut  this  fall  into  three  main  systems — those  trending  northeast-south- 
west and  dipping  between  30°  and  40°,  those  trending  northwest-southeast  and 
dipping  from  30°  to  40°,  and  those  trending  in  a  generally  east-west  direction, 
roughly  parallel  to  the  strike  and  steeper  than  the  banding  in  the  limestone.  Genet- 
ically the  primary  fracturing  on  northeast-southwest  planes  appears  to  have  taken 
place  first,  to  be  followed  by  the  northwest  fractures,  wliich  are  later  than  the  ore, 
then  oast-west  fractures,  and  then  by  a  secondary  movement  along  northeast  planes 
which  faulted  the  east-west  planes.  A  thin  porphyry  sill  is  exposed  on  the  upper 
sulphide  level. 

Ore  bodies. — The  ore  bodies  of  the  Neptune  have  formed  in  the  Jordan  limestone 
along  northeast-southwest  fractures  and  extend  out  from  these  fractures  along 
the  limestone  beds.  Minor  mineralization  occurred  along  fractures  which  are 
parallel  to  the  strike  and  dip  and  steeper  than  the  banding  of  the  Umestone.  Judging 
by  stopes,  the  largest  sulphide  bodies  lie  along  a  strong  northeast-southwest  zone 
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of  fissuring  at  two  levels;  the  lower,  as  indicated  by  the  ' '  Big  stope,' '  shows  a  widen- 
ing of  the  normal,  tabular  fissure  ore  body  laterally  into  the  Umestone  to  form  a 
thick  lens  elongated  in  the  direction  of  the  dip.  It  contracts  above  in  the  roof  to 
two  prominent  fissures  (fig.  8).  On  this  same  fracture  zone,  at  a  vertical  distance 
of  5  to  8  feet  above  the  lower  ore  body,  a  similar  lateral  extension  took  place*  This 
resulted  in  a  flatter  and  more  bed-like  ore  body.  It  has  been  worked  from  a  point 
below  the  main  tunnel  level  upward  at  an  angle  of  40°  along  the  bedding  into  the 
oxidized  zone.  The  continuation  and  the  form  of  the  two  shoots  in  this  fracture 
zone  are  unknown  much  below  the  tunnel  level,  owing  to  lack  of  development,  and 
above  the  sulphide  ore,  owing  to  inaccessibility  of  old  carbonate  workings.  The 
fissures,  however,  are  seen  to  continue  up  through  the  roof  of  the  upper  shoot. 
The  increase  in  width  and  the  greater  tendency  to  assume  the  form  of  a  bed  sug- 
gested by  the  form  of  these  two  shoots  appear  to  be  borne  out  by  the  still  more 
truly  bedded  form  of  minor  bodies  which  are  now  being  explored  in  upper  levels 
at  the  western  portion  of  this  property.  A  mineralized  northeast  fissure  which 
cuts  the  limestone  on  the  highest  sulphide  level  in  the  eastern  side  of  the  mine  is 
in  line  with  a  mineral-bearing  slip  plane  found  on  the  tunnel  level,  and  also  with 
linear  stopes  indicated  on  the  mine  map  in  the  carbonate  zone.  This  signifies  that 
other  northeast  mineralized  fissures  traverse  the  region  and  suggests  that  the 
tendency  of  the  ore  bodies  to  spread  out  into  bed  deposits  as  they  rise  higher  and 
higher  is  not  universal.  In  brief,  the  bodies  of  this  mine  exemplify  fissure  as  well 
as  bed  or  replacement  bodies,  and  present  also  intermediate  stages  in  which  banding 
of  ore  may  be  traced  from  fissures  out  along  bedding. 

WaUs, — The  ore  bodies  described  lie  wholly  within  the  limestone  and  have 
irregular  walls.  The  boundaries  between  mineralized  and  unmineralized  Umestone 
are  in  some  cases  sharp  and  in  others  gradual  and  indistinct.  At  the  contact  with 
the  underlying  quartzite  the  base  of  the  limestone  is  slightly  mineralized  with 
pyrite,  but  no  workable  body  has  been  discovered  at  this  horizon  on  this  property. 

Composition  oj  ore. — The  ore  is  made  up  of  rich,  argentiferous  galena,  pyrite 
in  small  amounts,  and  sphalerite.  The  ratio  of  3  parts  lead  to  1  of  silver  is  remark- 
ably constant.  The  average  values  of  the  shipments  of  the  past  two  years  are 
reported  to  have  been  45  per  cent  lead,  16  ounces  silver,  and  80  cents  in  gold;  zinc 
averages  25  to  35  per  cent,  and  in  one  instance  ran  up  to  40  per  cent.  All  the 
crude  ore  is  concentrated  and  in  a  ratio  of  4  or  6  to  1 . 

ASHLAND    MINE. 

This  property  lies  on  the  north  slope  of  tTie  canyon,  near  its  head,  at  a  place 
where  it  is  crossed  by  the  trail  leading  northward  to  Muddy  Fork.  Its  workings 
are  in  the  Jordan  limestone  near  the  point  where  it  is  truncated  on  the  west  by 
porphyry.     Those  accessible  at  time  of  visit  were  at  a  single  level.     The  tunnel 
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was  driven  N.  60°  W.  for  75  feet  through  the  quartzite  foot  wall  to  the  limestone, 
where  drifts  diverge  to  the  southwest  and  northeast.  Abandoned  workings  on 
this  level  and  workings  which  were  reported  to  have  been  driven  at  upper  levels 
were  inaccessible. 

At  this  point  the  Jordan  limestone  and  the  underh'ing  quartzite  have  a  normal 
westerly  strike  and  a  northerh'  dip.  Immediately  west  of  tliis  point  these 
rocks,  as  well  as  the  Commercial  limestone  and  the  int^rbedded  quartzite.  are 
abruptly  truncated  by  an  extensive,  irregular,  dike-like  mass  of  monzonit-e  which 
covers  the  head  of  the  Bingham  Canvon-Muddv  Fork  divide. 

The  ore  appears  to  have  been  formed  on  two  fissures,  one  trending  X.  20°  E., 
the  other  N.  15°  to  20°  W.  The  former  is  coincident  with  the  limestone-quartzite 
contact  for  about  125  feet,  when  it  enters  the  quartzite  foot  wall.  At  that  point 
ore  has  been  stoped  out  from  the  base  of  the  limestone  for  a  considerable  distance 
above  and  below  the  tunnel  level.  The  northwest  fissure  dips  westward  at  angles 
ranging  from  45°  to  85°  and  is  joined  by  the  other  fissure.  From  a  point  200  feet 
northwest  of  their  junction,  however,  it  is  reported,  ore  was  stoped  to  the  surface. 
Lead  and  silver  are  the  chief  values  saved ;  zinc  is  said  to  have  run  as  high  as  45 
per  cent. 

ALBINO    MINE. 

This  mine  is  located  at  the  head  of  Bingham  Canyon,  where  a  series  of  tunnels  are 
driven  southwestward  along  the  fracture.  The  country  rock  is  marble  intricately 
cut  by  irregular  masses  of  monzonite.  The  fissure  varies  much  in  dip  and  strike. 
At  the  base  of  the  upper  tunnel  it  trends  N.  20°  W.  and  dips  southeastward  at  an 
angle  of  70°.  About  250  feet  from  the  base  it  swerves  and  shows  a  northerly  dip, 
which  is  maintained  to  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel.  The  pay  ore  is  said  to  lie  in 
small  irregular  streaks,  whose  courses  and  continuations  are  most  irregular.  In 
these  restricted  loci  the  lead  values  are  reported  to  run  high. 

The  Albino  is  the  last  active  mine  in  this  locality  that  is  situated  upon  the 
great  limestone  beds.  On  passing  from  it  to  the  mines  that  are  situated  in  por- 
phyries and  underlying  quartzit^s  a  series  of  northeast-southwest  fissures  are 
crossed.  This  series  includes,  going  from  west  to  east,  the  Galena,  Live  Pine 
(Spiritualist),  Condor,  Bully  Boy,  Silver  Shield,  etc.  The  Galena  fissure,  which 
has  been  treated  under  the  Old  Jordan  mine,  has  been  worked  at  this  western 
extension  in  its  upper  levels  through  a  series  of  tunnels.  These  appear  on  the 
surface,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  map,  in  line  with  the  Galena  hoist  and  upper 
open  cut  on  the  main  fissure.  The  next  marked  fissure  is  that  known  as  the 
Live  Pine. 
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SPIRITUALIST   TUNNEL. 

The  Live  Pine  fissure  has  been  worked  at  several  levels,  but  some  of  the  upper 
workings  are  inaccessible,  and  it  is  at  present  operated  through  the  Spiritualist 
tunnel.  This  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Bingham  Canyon,  near  its  head, 
opposite  the  Galena  hoist.  The  tunnel  leading  N.  58°  W.  reaches  the  fissure 
in  a  distance  of  about  360  feet  and  follows  it  S.  40°  W.  for  about  575  feet. 

The  property  covers  the  contact  between  the  quartzite  which  underiies  the 
Jordan  limestone  and  the  extensive  mass  of  monzonite  which  breaks  across  this 
series  on  the  west.  The  eastern  portion  of  the  fissure  cuts  quartzite  and  the  western 
portion  cuts  igneous  rock.  The  passage  from  one  to  the  other  is  in  the  nature 
of  an  oflFset  which  suggests  a  fault  on  the  fissure.  If  this  faulting  took  place  the 
differential  movement  is  30  to  40  feet  and  the  north  side  is  moved  relativelv  west- 
ward.  It  is  of  later  date  than  the  intrusive;  furthermore,  the  faulting  of  the  ore 
streak  and  gangue  within  the  fissure  indicates  a  secondary  movement  later  than  the 
mineralization.  The  ore  occurs  in  the  fissure  between  distinct,  slickensided  walls, 
and  carries  argentiferous  galena. 

COMMERCIAL   MINE. 

On  the  upper  or  Commercial  limestone,  overlying  the  workings  on  the  Jordan 
limestone  and  next  east  of  the  workings  of  the  Jordan  mine  in  the  Commercial 
limestone,  is  the  old  adit  to  the  upper  workings  of  the  Commercial  mine.  As  the 
plant  and  the  entrance  to  the  working  level  of  this  property  are  situated  in  Copper 
Center  Gulch  the  description  of  this  mine  will  be  given  among  the  properties  of 
that  locality. 

C0TX)RA1>0    MINE. 

Situation  and  development. — This  property  lies  m  a  small  gully  on  the  north 
slope  of  the  main  canyon,  opposite  and  about  200  feet  above  the  mouth  of  Porcu- 
pine Gulch.  It  is  located  on  the  Commercial  limestone  and  its  workings  he  entirely 
within  that  member.  At  time  of  visit  (December,  1900)  these  consisted  of  a 
tunnel  driven  300  feet  in  a  general  southwest  course,  crosscuts,  and  a  winze  50  feet 
deep,  from  the  foot  of  wliich  a  crosscut  extended  northward  50  feet. 

Economic  geolog^y. — The  Commercial  limestone,  the  home  of  the  Colorado  ore 
body,  may  be  traced  from  the  Commercial  adit  eastward  to  the  Colorado  tunnel 
and  thence,  in  a  general  east-west  course,  to  a  point  somewhat  over  a  thousand  feet 
beyond,  where  it  gradually  thins  and  is  finally  truncated  by  monzonite.  In  close 
proximity  to  this  property  on  the  north  is  the  large  intrusive  mass  of  Copper  Center 
Gulch.  Underground,  the  limestone  is  white  and  crystalline,  and  has  a  structure 
which  indicates  a  strike  of  N.  60°  E.  and  a  dip  northward  of  55°.  The  limestone 
is  fractured  along  several  north-south  planes. 
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The  ore  body  is  a  mass  of  pyrite  of  unproved  dimensions  and  form.  Neither 
the  quartzite  hanging  wall  nor  foot  wall  has  been  reached  and  no  quartzite  has 
been  cut.  In  addition  to  the  pyrit^,  which  carries  copper  values,  chalcopyrite 
and  galena  occur.  Some  of  the  pyrite  may  be  seen  to  lie  on  fissures  and  to  have 
made  out,  in  at  least  one  instance,  along  the  bedding  of  the  limestone.  Galena  is 
practically  restricted  to  the  fissures;  furthermore,  evidence  goes  to  show  a  second- 
ary movement.  The  copper  values  are  said  to  run  liigh  and  the  galena  to  carry 
51  per  cent  lead. 

BinXY    BOY   TUNNEI^. 

The  Bully  Boy  tunnels,  three  in  number,  are  situated  on  the  south  side  of 
the  canyon  in  the  lateral  gully  which  mouths  opposite  the  Jordan  mill.  They 
are  driven  southwestward  along  a  fracture  zone  which  trends  X.  40°  E.  and  cuts 
an  irregular  intrusive  mass.  Thin  seams  of  galena  have  been  opened.  In  1880  a 
total  output  of  ore  valued  at  $40,000  was  reported. 

SILVER    SHIELD    MINE. 

SmTATIOX. 

The  Silver  Shield  mine  is  situated  in  Porcupine  Gulch,  about  1.200  feet  above 
its  junction  with  upper  Bingham  Canyon.  It  lies  on  a  fracture  zone  in  an  area 
characterized  by  extensive  intnisives  in  the  lower  quartzite. 

DEVELOPMENT. 

The  ore  bodies  which  have  formed  along  this  zone  of  fissuring  have  been  devel- 
oped through  a  work  tunnel  driven  in  a  southwesterly  direction  for  about  1,000 
feet,  a  sublevel  and  level  No.  2,  52  and  1 10  feet  below,  respectively,  and  by  a  vertical 
shaft  which  descends  from  the  work  tunnel  at  a  point  about  700  feet  from  its  mouth 
to  the  lowest  level.  The  fonner  follows  the  fissure  in  a  southwesterlv  course  for 
about  200  feet  and  the  latter  for  about  300  feet.  These  three  main  levels  are  con- 
nected with  one  another  and  with  intermediate  levels  and  stopes  by  a  series  of 
raises. 

BCX>NOMIC   GEOLOGY. 

Countnj  rock, — The  fracture  zone  is  irregular.  Its  course  varies  from  N.  30® 
to  45°  E.,  and  its  dip  from  66°  to  the  northwest  through  verticality  to  86°  southeast, 
with  an  average  of  about  85°  northwest.  In  width  it  varies  from  a  closed,  knife- 
edge  crack  up  to  a  fractured  zone  4  feet  wide.  The  fractures  cut  across  quartzite 
and  porphyry  without  distinction,  and  for  considerable  distances  lie  along  the 
contact  between  the  two.  Contacts  where  the  porphyry  may  be  seen  to  cut  verti- 
cally across  the  quartzite  suggest  dike  forms;  others  accordant  with  the  apparent 
bedding  suggest  sill  forms.  The  irregularity  of  most  of  the  contacts  reconciles 
these  two  contradictor}^  suggestions  and  shows  the  porphyry  to  be  an  extremely 
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irregular  intrusive  body  which  has  sent  out  both  dikes  and  sills.  Powerful  move- 
ments have  taken  place  since  the  date  of  intrusion,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
some  faulting  has  occurred  on  the  main  fissure.  The  porphyrj^  wliich  is  being  cut 
at  the  face  of  No.  2  level  is  undoubtedly  the  body  which  outcrops  on  the  spur  west 
of  Porcupine  Gulch.  Although  the  thickness  which  must  be  cut  before  the  under- 
lying quartzite  to  the  south  can  be  reached  can  not  be  stated  definitely,  it  is  probable 
that  it  will  be  greater  than  the  thickness  indicated  on  the  surface. 

Ore  bodies, — The  ore  occurs  in  upright,  tabular  masses  or  seams  along  planes 
of  movement  and  brecciation  within  the  fracture  zone  and  frozen  to  the  walls. 
These  seams  are  not  restricted  to  either  quartzite  or  monzonite,  and  are  not  regular 
even  between  like  walls,  but  varj^  abruptly.  In  one  instance  a  pay  streak  increased 
in  width  from  1  to  12  inches  in  a  distance  of  but  2  feet.  In  places  the  cracks  which 
form  the  fracture  zone  are  apparently  barren;  in  others  three  or  four  in  a  single 
face  are  filled  with  first-class  ore.  When  one  was  quartzite  and  the  other  monzo- 
nite, the  ore  was  frozen  to  the  quartzite;  when  both  were  monzonite  both  contacts 
were  frozen.  The  veins  exhibit  roughly  crustified  structure.  The  vein  filling  lies 
either  between  slickensided,  clean  walls  or  frozen  contacts.  The  vein,  however 
seems  to  split  at  a  point  on  the  working  level  near  the  shaft  and  to  extend  into  the 
hanging- wall  quartzite  for  about  100  feet,  then  to  return  and  to  reunite  with  a  vein 
which  follows  a  quartzite-monzonite  contact. 

Ore. — The  ore  carries  lead,  silver,  copper,  and  gold,  with  some  zinc.  Values, 
however,  lie  chiefly  in  lead  and  silver.  Lead  comes  in  the  galena,  silver  in  the 
galena  and  in  tetrahedrite  (freibergite),  and  copper  in  tetrahedrite  and  chalcopyrite. 
When  copper  rises  lead  and  silver  are  said  to  fall.     One  assay  shows  91  ounces 

i 

silver,  47  per  cent  lead,  4  per  cent  copper,  2 J  ounces  gold;  another  gave  112  ounces 
silver,  12  per  cent  copper,  while  the  average,  judging  from  assay  of  last  shipment, 
is  41i  per  cent  lead,  42  ounces  silver,  3i  per  cent  copper,  and  $2.50  gold. 

NORTHERN    CHIEF    MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  at  the  immediate  head  of  Porcupine  Gulch,  near  the 
crest  of  the  divide.  Since  its  geological  relations  and  the  continuation  of  its  ore 
bodies  are  intimately  linked  with  properties  in  Black-jack  Gulch,  it  will  be  con- 
sidered with  them. 

WILLOW    SPRING   TUNNEL. 

This  property  lies  at  the  head  of  Porcupine  Gulch,  southeast  of  the  Northern 
Chief.     It  was  closed  at  time  of  visit. 
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BEAR  GUIXH. 
GENERAL    FEATURES. 

The  stream  in  Bear  Gulch  rises  in  an  area  characterized  by  quartzite  and  intni- 
sives,  flows  northward  across  quartzite,  and  crosses  in  its  lower  portion  the  main 
limestone  belt  of  this  district.  The  lower  or  Jordan  limestone  mav  be  traced  across 
the  gulch  on  a  westward  strike  and  northward  dip,  but  the  upper  or  Commercial 
limestone  is  internipted  by  the  intrusive  mass  of  Upper  Bingham.  Accordingly, 
at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Gulch  are  isolated  portions  of  white  limestone  inclosed  by 
monzonite.  Southward,  farther  up  the  gulch,  monzonite  overlies  the  hanging-wall 
quartzite  of  the  Jordan  limestone.  The  underlying  quartzite  may  be  traced  well 
up  the  gulch  to  a  point  where  it  is  truncated  by  an  extensive  and  irregular  intrusive 
body. 

The  mines  of  this  locality  are  located  either  upon  the  lower  limestone  or  upon 
fissures  cutting  it  or  the  underlying  intrusives.  They  are  the  Old  Telegraph,  Giant 
Chief,  Rough-and-Ready,  and  Bazouk,  and  will  be  considered  in  the  order  in  which 
they  have  been  here  named. 

OLD   TELEGRAPH    MINE. 

Sitn/ition. — A  few  hundred  feet  above  Bingham  Canyon  the  lower  limestone  is 
deeply  cut  by  Bear  Creek.  The  Old  Telegraph  mine  has  been  located  upon  the 
extensive  outcrop  of  the  limestone  which  is  thus  exposed. 

History, — The  Old  Telegraph  mine  embraces  a  great  number  of  claims  on  both 
sides  of  Bear  Gulch.  In  1873  the  Nez  Percys  Chief  and  No-You-Don^t  mines  were 
purchased  by  an  eastern  company  through  Windsor  &  Randall,  and  though  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  an  expert  superintendent  they  proved  unprofitable,  but  in 
1874  a  body  of  ore  was  encountered.  This  was  claimed  by  the  adjoining  Montreal, 
which  had  been  on  ore  since  1873,  but  the  court  did  not  sustain  the  claim.  Through 
a  process  of  purchase  and  litigation,  a  group  of  these  claims  became  consolidated 
in  1877  under  the  name  *'01d  Telegraph"  mine.  At  this  period  the  output  was 
large.  In  1878  suit  was  brought  against  the  superintendent  by  the  eastern  com- 
pany for  alleged  misrepresentation  of  facts  to  depreciate  the  market  value  of  stock. 
There  were  two  trials,  the  first  resulting  in  a  verdict  favorable  to  the  superintendent, 
the  second  for  the  company.  Pending  an  appeal,  the  mine  was  sold  to  a  French 
company — *'Soci(?t^  des  Mines  d' Argent  et  Fonderies  de  Bingham.'*  A  compro- 
mise was  effected  whereby  the  superintendent  paid  the  company  $200,000.  From 
the  French  company  the  property  passed  into  the  control  of  the  present  owners  in 
March,  1S99.  The  total  output  of  the  mine  is  estimated  by  them  to  have  amounted 
to  about  $16,000,000. 

Development, — The  ore  bodies  which  have  been  discovered  here  have  been 
worked  through  a  series  of  tunnels  driven  in  both  the  east  and  west  slopes  of  the 
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gulch  at  various  levels  in  the  Umestone,  or  along  its  contact  with  the  foot-wall 
quartzite.  These  include  the  Tribune,  Contract,  Montreal,  and  Carpenter  Shop 
tunnels,  and  numerous  sublevels,  on  the  east,  and  the  Evans,  Proctor,  Grecian  Bend, 
Mill,  Roman  Empire,  and  Montana  levels  on  the  west.  Through  these  a  country  has 
been  explored  which  measures  over  2,000  feet  along  the  strike;  1,600  feet  north  and 
south,  and  375  feet  vertically.  The  greater  part  of  the  workings,  however,  Ues  in 
an  east-and-west  belt  2,000  feet  long  and  400  feet  wide. 

Crosscuts  into  the  hanging  country  prove  the  thickness  of  the  bodies  and  shafts, 
and  inclines  connect  several  levels.  The  Evans  tunnel  is  now  being  driven  south- 
ward from  the  point  where  Bear  and  Bingham  gulches  unite,  about  200  feet  lower 
than  the  present  shaft  house,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  more  economic  means  of 
draining  and  operating  the  mine  proper,  and  to  open  about  600  feet  of  virgin  ground 
to  the  west.  Early  development  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  gulch,  while  present 
development  is  more  on  the  west  side.  As  heretofore  stated,  the  combined  work- 
ings of  the  Old  Telegraph,  Old  Jordan,  and  Niagara  mines  are  reported  to  aggregate 
more  than  15  miles  in  length. 

Geoloffy, — The  country  rock  proper  of  the  large  ore  bodies  which  have  been 
worked  within  the  limits  of  this  group  is  metamorphosed  limestone.  This  may  be 
traced  from  the  crest  of  the  divide  on  the  east,  where,  separated  from  its  eastern 
connection  by  porphyry,  it  appears  as  a  thin,  discolored,  white  bed  extending  across 
Bear  Gulch  in  the  form  of  a  V  and  up  to  the  crest  of  its  western  wall,  where  it  appears 
as  white,  semicrystalline  Umestone.  Underground,  various  phases  of  the  alteration 
are  shown,  such  as  ocherous,  honeycombed  quartz;  whitish  and  yellowish  siliceous 
powders;  white  crystalline  limestone;  banded  gray  and  white  limestone ;  and  white, 
brown,  and  yellow  banded  chert.  In  a  broad  way,  the  honeycombed  quartz  is  most 
abundant  in  the  oxidized  or  upper  levels;  the  massive,  white,  semicrj'stalline  Ume- 
stone forms  the  upper  portion  of  the  limestone,  and  the  banded  cherty  member 
the  lower.  The  inclosing  beds  are  true  quartzites.  Various  irregular  bodies  of 
porphyry  cut  these.  Their  form,  when  well  defined,  is  more  often  that  of  thin  sills,  as 
seen  in  the  west  extension  of  the  Grecian  Bend,  in  the  main  north  crosscut  on  Proctor 
level,  and  in  the  Tribune.  Dike-like  bodies  trending  northeast  are  not  uncommon, 
however,  and  were  noted  in  the  Tribune  tunnel.  Fissuring  along  northeast  planes 
indicates  that  the  porphyry  invasion  antedated  the  movements  in  that  direction, 
which  throughout  the  porphyry  were  the  earliest  ones;  and  it  also  preceded  the 
period  of  inineralization. 

Structure, — The  general  east-west  strike  and  north  dip  of  the  beds  is  here  modi-r 
fied  bv  a  structure  which  is  related  to  the  distribution  of  the  ore  bodies.  A  detailed 
true-scale  section,  constructed  from  data  obtained  at  points  of  intersection  of  work- 
ings with  an  east-west  section  plane,  shows  that  along  the  strike  the  limestone  has 


250  GEOLOGY    OF    BINGHAM    MINING    DISTRICT,   UTAH. 

a  generally  undulating  horizontal  position  except  at  two  places  (PL  XLII,  B), 
About  in  line  with  the  gulch  a  fold  and  break  on  a  northeast  plane  relatively  raises 
the  limestone  on  the  east  side  and  forms  an  elevated  bench.  In  the  western  work- 
ings a  zone  of  strong  fracturing  and  faulting,  known  as  the  Giant  Chief  fissure,  has 
been  encountered  on  various  levels.  On  the  Roman  Empire  level  it  appears  as  a 
clean-cut  fracture  plane,  trending  N.  30°  W.  and  dipping  southwestward  at  angles 
ranging  from  45°  to  70°.  The  limestone  which  the  Roman  Empire  tunnel  follows 
to  this  point,  together  with  underlying  porphyry  and  overlying  quartzite,  appears 
to  have  suffered  faulting  which  resulted  in  a  relative  depression  on  the  w^est.  This 
was  sufficient  to  produce  an  offset  of  about  235  feet  and  a  heave  of  about  220  feet. 
The  meager  exploration  westward  on  the  level  reveals  a  large  fracture  zone  in 
quartzite  beyond  the  down-faulted  porphyry,  and  exploration  southward  along  the 
fissure  encounters  a  second  limestone  whose  deformation  corroborates  the  above 
faulting.  SUckensided  masses  of  porphyry  lying  on  the  plane  show  that  faulting 
followed  intrusion;  while  the  trend  of  the  fault-slip  planes  on  the  Grecian  Bend 
level  and  a  strong  fracture  zone  on  the  Proctor  level  suggest  its  northward  and 
downward  extension." 

The  normal  dip  of  from  35°  to  45°  northward  is  locally  interrupted  by  a  domical 
fold  with  an  east-west  axis  and  related  faulting.  It  differs  from  the  Jordan  roll  in 
that  faulting  is  not  so  apparent  and  is  less  in  amount,  while  true  folding  is  visible 
and  is  greater  in  amount.  Thus  a  southward  dip  of  the  limestone-quartzite  lower 
contact  rising  as  high  as  30°  may  be  seen  on  the  Grecian  Bend  level.  Below,  on 
the  Proctor  level,  the  normal  dip  is  resumed  and  the  thickness  of  the  limestone 
increases  from  that  measured  on  the  Giant  Chief  to  approximately  200  feet.  Frac- 
ture planes  fall  into  three  groups,  trending  northeast-southwest,  northwest-southeast, 
and  east-west. 

Ore  bodies. — The  Telegraph  limestone  is  much  stained  at  its  outcrop  on  the 
crest  of  the  divide  to  the  east,  and  it  is  reported  that  prospecting  in  this  vicinity  on 
the  outcrop  of  certain  bodies  of  lead  ore  led  to  the  discovery  of  some  imderlying  large 
and  rich  bodies.  These  occurred  in  the  base  of  the  limestone  upon  the  quartzite 
foot  wall,  as  well  as  within  the  limestone  upon  a  cherty  Umestone  foot  wall.  The 
hanging  wall  is  either  semicrystalline  Umestone  or  monzonite  in  the  form  of  a  sill. 
The  largest  stope  is  located  in  the  trough  of  the  bench  or  roll  at  the  base  of  the  lime- 
stone, while  a  series  of  stopes  marking  valuable  bodies  have  been  opened  near  the 
top  of  this  member  at  about  the  same  level.     The  lower  series  of  bodies  are  said  to 

a  Explorations  on  the  Proctor,  which  have  been  reported  by  the  superintendent  of  the  property  since  the  writer  left  the 
field,  afford  further  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the  faulting.  The  southward  turn  of  the  quartzite  foot  wall  on  theeast  side 
of  the  fracture  suggests  dragging  consistent  with  such  fault;  and,  again,  a  drift  driven  west  in  and  along  the  strike  of  the 
limestone  crossed  a  zone  of  crushed  quartzite  and  entered  quartzite  country  rock;  a  crosscut  from  this  carried  southward 
lor  150  feet  encountered  cherty  limestone  running  east-west  and  dipping  northward.  Still  later  communicatJons  announce 
the  opening  of  a  large  body  of  rich  black  copper  sulphide  ore  on  the  Evans  level. 
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have  been  richer  in  copper  and  the  upper  richer  in  lead.  The  sulphide  bodies  which 
are  now  being  explored  on  the  Grecian  Bend  and  Proctor  levels  lie  in  the  base  of  the 
limestone  and  are  reported  richest  in  copper.  The  ore  bodies  have  no  regularity  of 
form  or  extent  but  are  in  general  tabular  lenses  lying  roughly  parallel  to  the  bedding. 
It  was  stated  in  1888  that  ' '  there  were  two  enlargements  of  the  vein  which  formed 
great  ore  chambers  several  hundred  feet  below  the  croppings  of  the  ridge.  One  of 
these  was  irregularly  lenticular,  with  the  following  maximum  dimensions:  250  feet 
long,  600  feet  on  the  dip,  and  60  feet  wide.^ ' "  The  walls  are  sharp  when  the  quartz- 
ite  forms  the  foot  wall  and  when  a  sill  forms  the  hanging  wall,  but  not  when  the  walls 
are  formed  of  Umestone.  Thus,  when  followed  along  the  strike,  amineraUzed  seam 
may  suddenly  bulge  upward  into  the  hanging  wall  and  as  suddenly  return  again. 
Nor  is  the  ore  less  erratic;  it  has  been  noted  to  both  pinch  and  widen  on  the  dip. 
In  two  instances  increase  in  the  size  of  the  body  in  depth  is  reported  to  have  been 
accompanied  by  a  decrease  in  value.  The  ore  appears  to  have  made  from  fissures 
along  more  replaceable  members  of  the  limestone  and  thus  to  have  formed  a  suc- 
cession of  tables  branching  from  the  fissure.  This  is  well  seen  in  a  stope  in  the 
base  of  the  limestone  on  the  Roman  Empire  level. 

Evidences  that  the  ore  was  formed  by  replacing  limestone  are  so  numerous 
and  distinct  as  to  warrant  special  mention.  They  are  of  two  classes:  (1)  Those 
which  show  retention  of  sedimentary  structure  by  ore  and  (2)  those  which  show 
the  character  of  the  country  rock  before  mineralization.  Thus  ore  occurs  in  sharply 
defined  bands  between  unmineralized  bands  of  Umestone;  one  occurrence  exhibits 
bands  of  unmineralized  limestone  that  become  gradually  more  and  more  mineralized 
imtil  solid  mineral  alone  remains,  which  preserves  the  same  banding  that  is  noted 
in  the  unmineralized  limestone;  while  the  face  in  the  Carpenter  Shop  level  shows 
carbonate  ore  in  continuous  beds.  Further  evidence  that  the  ore  replaces  limestone 
is  the  occurrence  of  rounded,  lenticular,  but  unreplaced  cores  of  limestone  within 
bodies  of  sulphide  ore. 

Composition  of  ore. — The  ore  has  varied  at  diflFerent  periods  in  the  operation 
of  this  group  of  mines  from  gold  to  silver-lead,  and  recently  to  copper-iron  ore. 
The  gold  was  native  and  the  product  of  concentration  through  oxidation  of  the  iron; 
the  lead  was  a  carbonate  (c^russite)  and  galena  with  some  silver,  and  the  copper 
occurred  as  carbonates  in  small  quantities,  but  in  depth  as  chalcopyrite  and 
chalcocite. 


a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  413. 
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By  analysis  of  samples  from  1,000  tons  of  lead  ore  taken  from  the  base  of 
the  carbonate  zone,  Otho  Wuth''  (in  1S76)  gained  the  following  result: 

Analysis  of  lead  ore  from  ore  Inxlies  of  Old  Telegraph  mine. 

Per  cent. 

Carlwnato  of  load 50.  43 

Galena 15. 02 

Oxido  of  in»n 3.  78 

Sulphido  of  (•op|M»r 67 

Sulphide  of  iron 7. 37 

Silica 12.  47 

Ahiniina 3. 01 

Carlwnate  of  lime 3. 64 

rarlM>nate  of  mapiesia. . .-. 26 

Sulphate  of  lime 3. 04 

Water 19 

Silver  (21.14  ounces — varies  from  15  to  25) 06 

Total 99.94 

In  the  upper  workings  the  gold  and  silver  were  of  low  grade  except  when  in 
its  irregular  distribution  rich  pockets  were  encountered.  The  honeycombed  ores 
of  the  oxidized  zone  are  stated  to  have  contained  low  values  of  silver  and  gold  and 
locally  10  to  20  oiuices  silver.  The  lead-carbonate  ore,  it  is  stated,  carried,  besides 
the  lead,  10  to  20  ounces  silver  and  about  $1  in  gold.  Several  assays  have  been 
published  giving  silver  from  10  to  230  ounces  per  ton;  lead  from  trace  to  70  ounces. 
The  famous  Black  Sto|>e  ore  is  reported  to  have  carried  45  per  c^nt  lead,  18  per  cent 
silver,  1  k  |>er  cent  cop|>er.  The  copper  values  of  the  present  ore  bodies  are  under- 
stiHHl  to  be  low,  yet  not  tot)  low  to  afford  a  profit  if  worked  on  a  sufficiently  large 
scale. 

GIAXT   CHIEF   MINE. 

The  Giant  Chief  mine  is  Wated  in  a  gully  which  enters  Bear  Gulch  from  the  west 
at  a  jx>ini  just  simth  of  the  Old  Telegraph  mine.  It  was  closed  at  time  of  visit,  and, 
therefon?.  inaccessible  for  examination.  It  is  said  to  be  upon  a  fissure  of  the  same 
name.  AVhere  this  fissure  cuts  a  limestone  uhe  second  encountered  in  exploring 
the  Giant  Chief  fissure  sinithward  fn>m  the  Roman  Empire  level  of  the  Telegraph 
mine^  an  ore  lH>dy  was  found.  In  ISSO  it  was  reported  that  the  total  length  of 
its  workings  was  SOO  feet,  and  that  there  was  considerable  on?  shipped  several 
year^  ago. 

«i  TVenUi  i>n5u».  vol.  IX  p.  413. 
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ROUGH-AND-READY   MINE. 

This  property  lies  in  the  same  gully  as  the  Giant  Chief,  and  at  its  head.  It  was 
closed  and  inaccessible  for  examination  during  the  last  season.  Its  workings  are 
understood  to  be  in  limestone.  In  1880  it,  together  with  the  Grand  Cross,  was 
reported  idle,  with  several  thousand  feet  of  workings  on  low-grade  carbonate  and 
galena  ore. 

BAZOUK    MINE. 

The  Bazouk  property  is  located  at  the  extreme  head  of  Bear  Gulch.  It  is  on  a 
fissure  that  traverses  near  its  eastern  border  the  broad,  irregular  dike  which  breaks 
across  the  divide  from  Butterfield  to  Bingham  Canyon.  One  of  its  tunnels  cuts 
a  horse  of  quartzite  included  in  this  intrusive  mass.  The  workings  embrace  two 
short,  abandoned  tunnels,  driven  westward  to  the  fissure,  and  an  incline  which  at 
time  of  visit  had  just  reached  the  fracture  zone  at  a  depth  of  25  feet.  This  zone, 
in  which  the  ore  occurs,  trends  N.  20°,  dips  westward  at  an  angle  of  55°,  and  varies 
from  2  to  4  feet  in  thickness.  A  specimen  of  ore  shows  grains  of  galena,  p}Tite, 
and  sphalerite  disseminated  in  a  carbonate  gangue.  It  is  reported  to  have  yielded 
mainly  lead,  some  silver  and  gold,  and  a  little  zinc. 

COPPER  CENTER  GULCH  AND  MIDDLE  BINGHAM  CANYON. 

The  most  extensive  single  mass  of  igneous  rock  that  is  seen  to  be  inclosed  by 
sediments  within  this  district  occurs  in  this  locaUty.  It  has  invaded  the  quartzite 
which  overUes  the  main  limestone  belt  and  extends  laterally  as  true  dikes  and  silk 
and  composite  dike-sill  forms.  The  main  body  occupies  the  bottom  and  south- 
western slope  of  main  Bingham  Canyon  from  its  junction  with  Bear  Gulch  on  the 
south  nearly  to  Carr  Fork  on  the  north  and  includes  the  great  amphitheater  which 
Copper  Center  Creek  has  excavated.  Numerous  important  and  irregular  ore  bodies 
extend  outward  from  this  main  mass.  A  sill  extends  westward  into  quartzite 
between  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones  from  the  point  where  the  intrusive 
breaks  across  the  Commercial  limestone  and  overlying  quartzite  and  connects 
with  the  Last  Chance  intrusive  body.  Northward  the  intrusive  forms  the  crest 
of  the  divide  between  Bingham  Canyon  and  Carr  Fork,  and  thence  seems  to  unite 
with  the  porphyries  in  upper  Carr  Fork.  To  the  east  of  this  laccolithic  mass  true 
sills  extend  from  both  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the  bedding,  and  one  of  these 
has  been  traced  continuously  to  and  beyond  Midas  Creek.  In  brief,  this  body  is 
an  irregular  laccolith  which  breaks  roughly  across  limestone  and  massive  quartzite 
alike  up  to  its  capping  quartzite  near  Carr  Fork  and  sends  out  laterally,  from  both 
top  and  bottom,  dikes  and  extensive  sills.  Lithologically  it  presents  various  facies. 
The  basal  portions,  which  include  the  lowest  sills,  are  most  basic,  fine  grained, 
and  resemble  the  bodies  in  Black-jack  at  the  head  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  Muddy 
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Fork.  Thf»  uf)[M»r  portions  Jw^come  more  acid  and  can  not  be  distinguished  from 
tin*  'juartziti'  in  tlic  hand  spo<'inien.  The  sills  extending  to  Highland  B03"  on  the 
w#»Ht  anrl  Fortune  on  tln»  east   present   much  coarser  texture  and  larger  and  more 

jK-rfert  plienorrvHts. 

The  ore  in  this  loi-ality  o<'curs  in  three  forms:  On  limestone  beds,  on  fissures 
in  cpmrtzite,  or  diss*Mninated  thnnigh  numzonite.  It  will  be  considered  in  detail 
in  the  deHiTiptiotiH  of  the  pniperties,  which  will  be  given  in  the  following  order: 
Conunerciftl,  (*opper  (Vnter.  .hibiUn*,  Franklin,  Columbia,  and  Wall. 

COMMKRllAL    MINK. 

Sihtiiflon.  Tlie  ("onuui^reial  mine  Ls  Undated  at  the  head  of  Copper  Center 
Ouleh  up«»n  the  upp«»r  or  Conuneri'ial  limestone.  Geologically  it  belongs  with 
llioif^e  ph»periii*i*  whioli  hnve  Urgi^  replacement  ore  bodies  in  massive  limestone, 
Mieh  Bf)  ih(^  tli|{hUlui  Hoy,  Old  Telegraph,  and  Old  Jordan  mines;  and  since  its 
Uff»f*<5tMhr>  oi»|eiH»|Mi  in  upper  Bingham  (^anyon»  as  previously  described,  the  mine 
wmmI»I  ♦mfiMwIly  hnve  b^M^i  dtvcrilunl  among  those  in  that  locaUty,  but,  owing  to 
MiM  tm\  Mml  iIh^  lum*^  i«  operattHl  fn>m  a  tunnel  which  enters  from  Copper  Center 
Ontth  Htut  ^ill  itaiutilly  be  HHNOciattHl  with  this  liH^ality,  Its  consideration  is  arbi- 
ff^H*U.V  UkiMi  Mp  s\Uh  tlio  miiuv*  hert^  KH^attHl.  It  should  not,  however,  be  otherwise 
H^^MhlHUni  ^ilh  thorn,  h>*  it   is  entirt^ly  dis^tinct  gin^logically. 

W<*M*j^*  Tl»t^  Uiughaiu  Cop|>er  and  iioM  Miniiig  Company  was  organized 
Hi  |hu  MiuhiU ,  IHU.S,  lo  o|H'rH(e  the  following  claims:  Commercial,  Commercial  Xo.  2, 
VM»»«nl  HUUVi^l,  ttiul  OKI  Uiokwry.  The  CvmuneriMal  was  first  worked  for  its  car- 
iiMMMlM  i\\\\\  osidii&ed  oiv,  \\\  IS^K^  ami  IS^H^.  under  the  ownership  of  the  Bingham 
\hM  MuUMi^  t\MupHU>  ,  \^\ulutHl  gv^ld  ^u\^  was  exploiteii  and  treated  by  the  cyanide 
U|M»-iU''»^  ^  llhoul  tii»o^  tvjMi  r|Hvi\  the  or>:autaalion  v>f  the  jueB^enl  company  extensive 
rApJMHUlHM  of  oiv  \\\  slopth  NM^'i  U>;:\u\.  au\l  a  kn^  tunnel  wi^s  driven  below  from 
I'Mpprl  iVuUM  Uiil\^l^  rho  xmUHUue  v^  this  expkur^iiim  has  led  the  company  to 
rM'»  I  H  tiiiiulp\  \\\W'  ^\\\\^\W\'  at-  Uu^ham  JuiH^lkm.  whWh  was  lo  be  pi>^p4ired  to  treat 
lllf  Idtnlili  (<  \\\\\\\  \\\\'  uui^^  \KU  Jnnu^rx  I.  hHU  Sinw  thai  dale  ihe  company  has 
\n  f  l(  It  Hulnily  •♦hippU^^  Md>vUuU>  svpin-^r  v^4\v*  This  swelier  was  pui  into  commb- 
r\nh  III  l*HI|  Ihv^iuuuv^  vu^  lAV^  Iv^vv  ihi^  u^ui^i^  has  been  sieadihr  increased. 
I  \\i  '^liili  I  MM-  I'hI  ah\\v>m^l  vh\vpUuv  UH^u\K^cvthrv^m^^la«^>f^S5M»pii^^ffnnll  equipped 
v^illi  rliildi  \\\\\\\y\  \A  f\  hvvi-MvjKvwv^-  iiiKJ  thc\v  Moawsv  a^hk*  aie  opetated  by 
H^'lll'     IHmI»M'<  \\\    f  \  h\v^*vH^\\\v\*. 
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Development. — The  property  was  originally  opened  from  the  Bingham  Canyon 
side  by  a  tunnel  driven  northward  in  the  limestone  and  by  long  drifts  driven  along 
the  strike  to  the  east  and  west  from  the  main  crosscut  tunnel  and  by  several  cross- 
cuts, winzes,  and  raises.  After  working  the  bodies  at  this  upper  level  and  following 
them  down  on  their  dips  for  short  distances  it  became  apparent  that  they  could  be 
more  economically  operated  from  below.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1899,  a  long 
tunnel  was  driven  from  the  head  of  Copper  Center  Gulch  southwestward  to  the 
Commercial  limestone.  After  passing  obliquely  through  the  barren  hanging-wall 
limestone  it  crosscut  the  mineralized  horizon  and  followed  west  on  its  foot  wall. 
This  work  level  is  about  300  feet  lower  than  the  old  upper  adit,  and  is  connected 
with  it  by  a  system  of  inclines  and  chutes.  Between  these  two  main  levels  the 
limestone  has  been  explored  at  four  intermediate  levels,  which  are  connected 
with  one  another  and  with  the  main  levels  by  the  main  incline  and  by  minor  inclines. 
In  brief,  the  limestone  country,  extending  1,500  feet  along  the  strike  about  450  feet 
in  a  northwest-southeast  direction  and  300  feet  vertically,  has  been  thoroughly 
opened  by  tunnels,  drifts,  crosscuts,  and  incline  shafts. 

Geology, — The  outcrop  of  the  Commercial  limestone  may  be  traced  along  the 
north  slope  of  upper  Bingham  Canyon,  from  the  point  where  it  is  truncated  by 
monzonite  opposite  the  Jordan  concentrating  mill,  obliquely  westward  up  the  slope 
above  the  Jordan  to  the  Last  Chance  intrusive.  It  strikes  south-southwest  and 
dips  northward.  Quartzite  forms  the  wall  except  where  a  sill  in  the  foot  wall 
breaks  up  to  the  limestone,  as  at  the  upper  adit,  then  cuts  up  through,  as  above 
the  Excelsior  works,  and  continues  westward  as  the  hanging  wall. 

Undergroimd  the  limestone  is  commonly  a  massive,  white  marble,  but  it  exhib- 
its various  other  phases  of  alteration.  Among  these  are  banded  (gray  and  white) 
marble;  chert-banded,  fine-grained,  siUcified  rock  with  pyritic  inclusions,  and 
cherty,  honeycombed  quartz.  As  compared  with  the  Jordan  limestone  it  appears 
less  cherty,  not  so  frequently  banded,  and  locally,  in  its  upper  portion,  a  siliceous, 
fine-grained,  quartzitic  rock,  resembles  portions  of  the  Highland  Boy  limestone 
more  than  it  does  the  Jordan.  In  the  upper  adit  level  it  is  a  white,  marbleized  lime- 
stone or  iron-stained,  impure,  oxidized  limestone ;  on  the  intermediate  levels  and  main 
inclines  it  is  usually  white  marble,  locally  cherty;  and  on  the  work  level  the  white 
limestone  is  locally  silicified  into  a  fine-grained,  homogeneous  rock,  with  annular 
markings  inclosing  grains  of  pyrite. 

The  quartzite  hanging  wall  is  pierced  only  by  the  outer  portion  of  the  work 
tunnel  and  the  upper  adit  enters  at  the  base  of  the  limestone.  Complex  faulting 
renders  any  calculation  of  thickness  based  upon  these  contacts  uncertain,  but 
workings  at  the  upper  level  show  the  ore-bearing  member  to  be  at  least  230  feet 
thick. 


256  GEOLOGY    OF    BINGHAM   MINING    DISTRICT,   UTAH. 

Porphyry  has  been  encountered,  but  not  yet  to  an  extent  that  interferes 
with  exploiting  the  ore.  The  upper  adit,  or  upper  level,  starts  upon  the  intrusive 
which  forms  the  foot  of  the  limestone;  just  beyond,  it  pierces  a  thin,  irregular,  and 
faulted  dike  whicli  trends  northeast.  The  west  drift  and  crosscuts  traverse  a  larger 
dike  of  the  same  trend,  which  thins  rapidly  northeastward.  On  the  work  level  an 
incline  surface  of  monzonite,  dipping  northward,  is  exposed  near  the  upper  contact 
of  the  limestone,  and  again,  near  its  west  face,  at  the  foot  of  the  ore  shoot.  These 
appear  to  mark  the  back  of  the  sill  between  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones, 
and  the  other  exposures  are  undoubtedly  connected  with  the  same  body.  Since  the 
date  of  its  intrusion  there  have  ensued  periods  of  fissuring,  faulting,  and  mineral- 
ization. 

Structure  and  deformation. — The  dip  of  the  limestone,  as  indicated  by  banding 
on  the  upper,  intermediate,  and  lower  levels,  is  rather  constantly  30°  toward  the 
north  and  northeast.  The  simplicity  of  structure  suggested  by  this  constancy  is 
lost  in  complications  arising  from  excessive  fissuring  and  some  faulting.  The 
fissures  have  various  trends,  which  may  be  grouped  in  three  classes  according  to 
their  strike,  viz,  northeast-southwest,  northwest-southeast,  and  east-west.  The 
first  are  most  numerous  and  are  important  in  having  served  as  pathways  for  mineral- 
laden  waters;  and  the  last,  although  less  numerous,  are  of  high  economic  interest, 
since  they  sometimes  terminate  ore  bodies.  The  relative  age  of  each  of  the  slips 
is  uncertain.  The  clearest  case  observed  showed  an  east-west  slip  dipping  southward 
40°  cut  by  a  north-northwest  plane,  dipping  northward  at  an  angle  of  60°,  and  this 
in  turn  was  cut  by  an  east-west  plane  dipping  northward  at  an  angle  of  85°;  but 
this  succession  is  not  universal.  Thus,  while  a  slip  trending  N.  40°  W.  faults  one 
trending  N.  30°  E.,  one  trending  N.  25°  E.  was  observed  to  cut  one  trending  N.  50°  W. 
Again,  while  a  northeast  plane  cuts  another  northeast  plane  of  higher  degree  (40® 
and  50°),  two  northeast  planes  of  higher  divergence  (45°  and  50°)  cut  two  of  lower 
(25°  and  30°) .  Faulting  is  evidenced  by  offsetting  of  ore  bodies  and  on  mineral- 
ized fissures,  and  is  best  considered  in  connection  with  these  ore  bodies. 

Ore  bodies, — The  bulk  of  the  ore  occurs  in  a  shoot  which  lies  well  within  the 
body  of  the  limestone,  considerably  above  the  underlying  quartzite,  and  pitches 
about  45°  to  the  northeast.  In  dimensions  it  is,  roughly,  30  feet  wide,  at  least  20 
feet  thick,  and  it  descends  to  an  unproved  depth.  This  general  shoot  is  not  a  unit 
of  continuous  ore,  however,  but  includes  several  bodies  which,  although  once 
continuous,  are  in  several  instances  separated  by  faults.  In  a  large  way  the  form 
of  the  deformed  body  is  that  of  an  enormous  Y  lying  parallel  to  the  strata,  with 
limbs  dowTiward  in  the  direction  of  pitch.  The  extremities  of  these  limbs  separate 
along  an  east-west  plane,  then  are  dropped  vertically,  and  the  left-hand  extremity 
advances  northward.     Minor  faulting  modifies  these  larger  fractures. 
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In  detail;  the  head  of  the  shoot,  measuring  300  feet  in  width  on  the  adit  level, 
is  there  hmited  on  the  west  by  monzonite  and  on  the  east  by  a  northeast  movement 
plane.  West  of  the  main  incline  it  has  been  explored  at  three  intermediate  levels — 
35,  55,  and  136  feet  below  the  adit  level.  On  the  first  it  terminates  at  the  west  on 
a  northeast  shp,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  faulted  down  lower  than  the  point  to 
which  it  had  been  carried  by  its  normal  dip  to  the  lowest  level  by  a  strong  east-west 
strike  fault.  East  of  the  main  incline  the  ore  continues  downward,  as  seen  on  two 
levels,  52  and  99  feet  below,  and  is  there  cut  by  a  V  fault.  This  may  be  traced 
from  a  point  just  west  of  the  head  of  the  main  incline  on  the  adit  level  northeastward 
across  No.  3  level  east  of  where  the  fault  begins.  The  west  branch  of  this  fault 
runs  northeast,  parallel  to  the  main  incline,  dowTi  across  No.  7  level  and  tergiinates 
at  the  western  portion  of  the  branched  ore  body  on  the  east.  The  west  fork  diverges 
to  the  eastward  across  No.  3  winze  and  No.  7  level,  and  terminates  the  eastern  limb 
of  the  shoot  on  the  west.  The  greatest  deformation  discovered  in  the  mine  has 
taken  place  along  a  strong  fracture  zone  which  trends  east-west  and  dips  northward 
at  an  angle  of  80°.  It  appears  at  the  head  of  the  main  shaft  as  a  zone  of  cnished, 
mineralized  limestone  and  gouge,  about  10  feet  wide,  between  well-marked  move- 
ment planes.  Slickensides  on  these  planes  indicate  a  movement  downward  to  the 
northeast,  at  an  angle  of  30°.  At  the  work-tunnel  level,  140  feet  below  this  point, 
where  it  has  been  followed  as  a  foot  wall  for  about  260  feet,  it  appears  as  a  similar 
broad,  brecciated  zone,  which  dips  steeply  (80°  to  90°)  northward  and  separates 
the  barren  limestone  to  the  south  from  normal,  banded  sulphide  ore  to  the  north. 
Within  this  zone  the  ore  has  been  crushed  and  the  structure  obliterated.  Workings 
from  the  point  where  the  ore  was  left  in  the  upper  level,  down  to  the  point  where  it 
is  found  again  on  the  work  level,  do  not  cut  the  ore  body  continuously.  It  appears 
probable  that  the  main  shoot,  if  continuous  on  the  dip  to  the  master-fault  plane, 
lies  above  in  an  unexplored  country.  If  this  be  so,  the  offset  caused  by  this  fault 
amounts  to  over  100  feet.  Succeeding  this  movement  a  fault  occurred  along  a 
north-south  plane,  which  resulted  in  relatively  offsetting  the  western  side  to  the 
north  more  than  100  feet.  This  plane  may  be  seen  at  the  west  face  of  the  No.  1 
tunnel,  in  No.  21  crosscut  to  the  south,  in  No.  22  crosscut,  at  the  east  face  of  No.  16 
crosscut,  on  No.  9  level,  and  on  its  probable  continuation  at  several  other  points. 
At  the  east  face  of  No.  9  level  it  is  seen  to  be  later  than  the  east-west  movements. 
In  addition  to  this  center  of  ore  deposition,  slight  mineralization  is  common  on 
northeast-southwest  fractures  and  exceptional  (as  noted  at  one  locaUty)  along 
northwest-southeast  fissures.  In  such  cases  pyritization  is  as  a  rule  closely  restricted 
to  the  inmiediate  walls,  although  certain  occurrences  show  more  extensive  replace- 
ment along  the  bedding.  The  walls  of  the  replacement  bodies,  when  these  are  not 
the  slickensided  surfaces  of  east-west  faults,  are  often  cherty  members  in  the  lime- 
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stone.  This  forms  the  foot  wall  on  the  adit  level  opposite  No.  7  crosscut  and  the 
hanging  wall  near  the  face  of  north  crosscut  on  No.  9  level  west;  again,  on  the  work 
level  toward  the  faces  of  Nos.  IS  and  19  crosscuts  north. 

Suinrnary  history. — In  hrief,  the  excessive  fissuring  is  most  complex,  but  the 
general  sequence  of  events  appears  to  be  as  follows:  Intrusion  of  dikes  and  sills; 
fissuring  along  northeast-southwest  planes:  mineralization  of  the  limestone  by 
contact  metamorphism  and  by  deposition  from  solutions  moving  upward  through 
these  fissures;  faulting  along  east-west  planes;  faulting  along  north-south  planes. 

Ore. — The  ore  is  essentially  a  copper-iron  ore  carrying  some  gold  and  silver- 
No  lead  was  observed  in  the  main  mine,  and  though  it  was  reported  that  there  is 
none  o»  the  property,  a  little  was  found  at  the  west  face  of  the  adit  level.  The  ore 
upon  tlie  upper  levels  is  oxidized  and  is  reported  to  have  been  formerly  worked 
with  profit.  It  gives  w-ay  to  sulphides  at  several  points  on  this  level  and  generally 
at  only  a  short  distance  below  (35  feet  on  the  main  incline).  The  transition  is 
usually  distinct,  but  the  zone  is  wavy  and  uneven,  like  that  between  soil  and  sub- 
soil. The  ore  is  essentially  a  black  copper  sulphide,  with  some  pyrite.  Associated 
are  copper,  chalcopyrite,  and  the  carbonates  of  copper,  A  unique  occurrence  of 
copper  is  found  in  the  hanging-wall  quartzite  on  the  work  level.  This  is  the  arsen- 
ical sulphide  of  copper,  in  the  form  of  enargite.  It  occurs  at  a  single  locality  lining 
a  pear-shaped  cavity,  w^hich  is  apparently  on  east-w^est  fissures  (see  PI.  XIX:  also, 
for  detailed  description  and  analysis,  see  p.  108). 

A  slight  secondary  enrichment  appears  to  have  taken  place  along  C4?rtain  north- 
south  planes,  and  extensive  sulphide  enrichment  has  produced  the  rich  black  copper 
sulphide  ores.  This  is  suggested  by  a  darkening  and  compacting  of  the  ore  and 
by  higher  values.  The  ore  is  reported  to  carry  comparatively  high  values  in  copper, 
with  silver  and  gold  aggregatmg  an  equal  proportion  and  no  lead.  Detenninations 
of  values  in  a  single  sample  of  yellow-  pyritic  ore  inclosed  by  black  sulphide  ore  gave 
for  the  pyritic  ore  a  little  copper,  1  ounce  gold,  8.32  ounces  silver,  and  a  trace  of 
tellurium;  and  for  the  black  chalcocite  ore  42.3  ounces  copper,  3.8  ounces  gold,  58.6 
ounces  silver,  and  sufficient  tellurium  to  account  for  the  occurrence  of  gold  and 
silver  as  tellurides. 

COPPER  CENTER  TUNNEL. 

Sitnatwn. — This  property  is  located  near  the  mouth  of  Copper  Center  Gulch, 
about  1,000  feet  southwest  of  the  road  in  the  main  canyon. 

Exploration. — It  has  been  exploited  through  a  tunnel  driven  straight  west  for 
nearly  2,000  feet;  by  three  shafts,  the  deepest  of  which  is  down  440  feet;  by  two 
drill  holes,  one  of  which  reached  a  depth  of  300  feet,  and  by  several  hundred  feet 
of  crosscuts. 
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Oeology, — These  workings  lie  in  nionzonite  with  the  exception  of  ahoiit  70  feet 
in  quartzite,  at  the  entrance  of  the  main  tunnel  and  ahoiit  25  feet  in  massive  quartz, 
at  the  face  of  the  No.  2  crosscut  south.  The  country  is  traversed  hv  manv  distinct 
planes  of  movement,  joint  planes,  and  irregular  cracks,  but  no  deiinite  system  nor 
constant  structure  appeared.  There  are,  however,  regions  of  less  crushing  and 
fii^uring  often  marked  by  a  complex  network  of  thin  veins  ol  quartz.  Several  belts 
of  noteworthy  fissure  veining  and  mineralization  were  crossed  in  the  long  crosscut 
northward  to  beyond  the  Eldorado  shaft.  The  more  common  trends  and  dips  of 
the  planes  are  east-west,  with  northward,  southward,  and  vertical  dips;  northeast- 
southwest,  with  northwest  and  southeast  dips;  and  northwest-southeast,  with 
northeast  and  southwest  dips;  while  there  are  some  strong  north-south  planes.  In 
addition  to  the  apparent  premineral  movements,  distinct  slickensidmg  of  mineral 
indicates  that  there  has  been  postmineral  movement. 

Mineral  occurs  throughout  the  area  explored.  In  hand  specimens  it  is  seen 
to  be  made  up  of  pyrite,  some  chalcopyrite.  and  a  surface  film  of  boniite  on  the 
latter.  In  fresh  monzonite  it  occurs  in  the  body  of  the  rock  only  in  minute  grains 
of  pyrite,  and  on  joint  planes,  etc.,  as  irregularly  bounded  flakes  and  scales.  In 
a  decomposed  bleached  porphyry  it  is  in  the  form  of  plates  lying  along  fracture  and 
joint  planes  and  of  small,  irregular  masses,  apparently  embedded  in  the  quartz  of 
the  veins  as  well  as  in  the  body  of  the  monzonite.  (For  detailed  discussion  of 
this  occurrence,  see  p.  167.)  Mineral  also  occurs  in  the  form  of  small  aggregates 
embedded  in  the  quartz  of  quartz  veins,  which  ranged  from  the  thickness  of  paper 
up  to  about  3  inches,  and  also  scattered  irregularly  between  the  walls  of  quartz 
which  line  the  cracks. 

Mineral  is  found  throughout  this  immense  body  of  monzonite,  not  in  definite 
shoots,  but  thoroughly  and  irregularly  disseminated.  Correlation  of  assays  with 
geology  indicates,  however,  that  where  the  values  run  highest  the  Assuring  and 
veining  are  most  pronounced,  as  in  west  drift  from  No.  1  crosscut,  but  in  the 
main  tunnel  the  changes  in  the  low  range  of  values  do  not  seem  to  be  so  intimately 
connected  with  structure.  The  openings  in  this  intrusive  have  been  systemat- 
ically and  most  thoroughly  assayed,  and  considerable  experimenting  in  concentrating 
this  ore  has  been  carried  on.  The  values  are  low,  ranging  from  0.3  to  2.28  per  cent 
copper,  aigl  from  zero  to  $1.20  gold.  As  a  whole,  the  values  in  the  main  Copper 
Center  tunnel  are  lower  than  in  other  portions  and  average  less  than  1  per  cent 
copper.  In  the  long  crosscut  farther  north  they  are  decidedly  higher  and  rarely 
fall  below  1  per  cent  of  copper.  The  average  of  all  assays,  including  main  tunnel, 
crosscuts,  shafts,  and  drill  holes,  would  give  between  1  and  2  per  cent  copper. 
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JUBILEE    TUNNEL. 

The  lower  Jubilee  tunnel  lies  on  the  northwest  slope  of  Copper  Center  Gulch, 
about  650  feet  above  the  tunnel  of  that  name,  and  due  west  of  its  mouth.  It 
extends  westward  in  monzonite,  and,  mcluding  crosscuts,  is  over  1,000  feet  in 
len^h.  The  questions  involved  here  are  comparable  to  those  connected  with  Copper 
Center  tunnel,  and  the  principal  points  determined  are  the  extent  of  the  intrusive  in 
this  direction  and  the  values  it  carries.  In  general,  average  face  assays  approximate 
those  in  Copper  Center  tunnel,  running  perhaps  somewhat  higher,  while  assays 
from  seams  which  average  T  to  6  inches  in  width  j-ielded  8,  9,  11,  and  12.5  per 
cent  copper. 

FRANKLIN   TUNNEL." 

The  mouth  of  this  tunnel  is  located  at  Upper  Bingham  village,  in  a  gully 
next  southeast  of  Copper  Center  Gulch.  It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit.  Maps 
indicate  it  as  extending  S.  45°  \V.  for  5,400  feet  at  a  level  about  100  feet  lower 
than  the  Jordan  concentrating  mill.  It  is  reported  to  have  cut  only  monzonite 
and  quartzite. 

COLUMBIA    MINE. 

Situation. — This  property  is  situated  on  the  noitheast  side  of  main  Bingham 
Canyon,  inmiediately  below  the  settlement  of  Upper  Bingham  and  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Copper  Center  Gulch. 

Geologically  it  lies  at  the  contact  of  the  great  porphry  mass  in  middle 
Bingham  Canyon  with  the  quartzite  lying  to  the  east,  and  is  mainly  within  the 
quartzite. 

Development — The  workings  comprise  a  generally  straight  tunnel  driven  over 
a  thousand  feet  to  cut  a  series  of  east-west  veins.  Three  of  these  have  been  opened 
by  drifts  extending  both  east  and  west  from  the  main  tunnel  for  several  hundred 
feet,  and  on  the  first  of  these  an  incline  has  been  opened  to  the  surface. 

Geology. — With  the  exception  of  an  intrusive  body  cut  by  the  workings  as 
they  pierce  the  slope  from  the  gulch  the  country  rock  is  quartzite.  The  veins  are 
located  on  fissures  which  dip  southward  at  angles  ranging  from  34®  to  41*^  and 
vary  considerably  from  their  general  east-west  trends.  Thus,  the  What  Cheer 
swings  from  a  course  slightly  south  of  east  to  a  more  easterly  course  ^d  divides 
and  weakens.     ^Vll  show  abundant  evidence  of  movement. 

Ore, — The  ore  occurs  in  the  form  of  seams  along  the  fissures  and  widens  later- 
ally to  workable  dimensions.  The  vein  which  was  being  opened  by  the  Alice  drift 
at  the  face  of  the  main  tunnel  showed  12  to  14  feet  of  pyritic  sulphide  ore  on  a 
fracture  zone  succeeded  above  by  3  feet  of  decomposed  quartzite,  1  foot  of  ore, 
and  a  slickensided  altered  roof  of  talcose  material. 


a  For  stAtement  regarding  leoent  reopening  and  eztenaion  of  thia  tunnel,  aee  Addendum,  p.  382. 
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A  specimen  pf  the  carbonate  ore  from  the  head  of  the  incline  on  the  What 
Cheer  vein  shows  crushed  (juartzite  mineraHzed  in  bands  of  crushed  matter.  Mala- 
chite and  azurite  predominate,  and  inclose  brown  oxidized  cores  and  a  very  few 
isolated  grains  of  p^Tite.  Some  oxidation  appears  on  the  incline  at  the  tunnel 
level,  but  veins  cut  farther  in,  and  consequently  at  a  greater  depth  below  the  surface, 
show  no  notable  oxidation.  Thus  a  specimen  near  the  face  shows  pjTite  and 
chalcopyrite  associated  with  rich,  black  copper  sulphide. 

The  pyritic  body  in  the  third  mineralized  zone,  like  the  bulk  of  the  ore  in  this 
mine,  is  reported  to  carry  about  $19  in  values,  consisting  mainly  of  copper  and 
including  $6  in  gold  per  ton.  The  black  talcose  hanging  wall  is  said  to  contain 
some  copper.  The  middle  vein,  which  has  been  explored  more  extensively  than 
the  others,  both  on  strike  and  dip,  shows  a  clean  foot  wall,  with  no  mineral  below^ 
it,  but  a  hanging  wall  in  which  the  mineralization  shades  off  gradually.  The 
country  rock  overlying  this  main  vein  for  63  feet  is  reported  to  have  yielded 
assays  averaging  4  per  cent  copper.  In  brief,  the  first-class  ore  is  reported  to  cari^ 
high  copper  values  and  $6  in  gold,  and  the  dump  is  stated  to  have  been  sold 
for  concentration.'^ 

WALL   GROUP.* 

LOCATION   AND   DEVELOPMENT. 

The  ^'Wall  group"  hes  in  main  Bingham  Canyon  between  Copper  Center 
Gulch  and  Carr  Fork.  It  is  situated  about  midwav  between  these  side  vallevs 
and  covers  in  great  part  both  the  northeast  and  southwest  slopes  over  the  inter- 
vening area.  The  operations  here,  like  those  at  the  Copper  Center  property 
described  above,  involve  the  working  of  low-grade  copper  values  in  monzonite. 
At  Copper  Center  Gulch,  however,  exploration  has  been  made  through  a  few  exten- 
sive openings,  including  long  tunnels,  drifts,  and  deep  shafts,  whereas  the  explo- 
rations of  the  Wall  properties  has  been  accomplished  by  means  of  a  great  number  of 
short  workings.  These  lie  on  both  sides  of  the  gulch  at  various  levels,  and  include 
over  25  tunnels,  35  test  pits,  2  drill  holes,  and  various  minor  openings. 

OEOIXXIY. 

The  area  embraces  the  upper  portion  of  the  irregular  laccoHth  previously 
described,  where  it  has  been  breached  by  Bingham  Creek.  Along  the  present 
creek  bottom  the  country  rock  is  concealed  by  recent  gravel  deposits,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  canyon,  east  and  north  of  the  Rogers  mill,  bed  rock  is  blanketed 
by  a  heavy  bench  of  earlier  gravels.  The  character  of  the  country  and  its 
deformation  and  mineralization  may  be  understood  best  through  brief  descrip- 
tions of  the  more  extensive  workings. 


"  See,  under  Addendum,  Ohio  Copper  Company. 

t>  Recent  development  of  this  projwrty  is  briefly  stat«'d  under  Addendum,  p.  383. 
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TINNKL  NO.  I. 


This  tunnel  is  located  at  the  southeast  side  of  the  main  road  1,000  feet  below 
the  Rogers  mill.  It  extends  westward  500  feet,  is  the  longest  of  these  tunnels,  and 
is  entirely  in  altered  monzonite.  This  appeal's  to  be  the  same  rock  throughout, 
though  presenting  different  facies;  thus,  at  the  mouth  it  is  the  normal,  fine-grained, 
pyritic  variety,  which  in  the  middle  portion  gives  w  ay  to  a  type  showing  fewer  ferro- 
magnesian  minerals,  and  at  the  face  beyond  the  fork  the  texture  is  distinctly  coarser. 
The  walls  are  cut  by  many  planes  of  movement  which  fall  into  two  main  groups, 
those  trending  northeast-southwest,  and  those  trending  northwest-southeast.  Nar- 
row veins  of  quartz  are  numerous;  pyrite,  chalcopyrite,  and  some  bomite  occur 
thoroughly  disseminated  through  the  body  of  the  intrusive  and  on  joint  and  fracture 
planes  in  the  form  of  blotches  one-sixteenth  to  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  also  in  the  quartz  veins  of  later  origin.  Molybdenum  is  found  in 
rough  scales  and  massive  in  the  veins  in  the  coarse  intrusive  at  the  face  of  the 
northwest  drift. 

The  values  are  found  to  be  lowest  at  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  and  at  its  face, 
where  the  average  value  was  below  1  per  cent.  The  highest  values,  which  often  ran 
over  3  and  4  per  cent  copper,  were  found  in  a  zone  about  100  feet  wide  between  100 
and  200  feet  from  the  mouth,  in  a  transition  zone  between  relatively  unshattered 
monzonite  and  more  acid  and  fractured  portions.  Over  60  assays  taken  from 
the  north  wall  average  1.61  per  cent  copper.  When  concentrated  14  into  1  the  ore 
from  this  tunnel  is  reported  to  have  yielded  32  per  cent  copper,  $3.50  in  gold,  6  per 
cent  silver,  and  12^  per  cent  iron. 


TUNNEL  NO.  ». 


This  tunnel  extends  from  about  midway  between  No.  2  tunnel  and  Rogers  mill 
and  about  60  feet  above  the  main  road  on  the  southwest  side  westward  300  feet.  It 
is  wholly  in  fine-grained  monzonite  which  appears  here  more  massive,  fractured, 
and  less  veined  than  that  in  No.  2  tunnel.  The  mineral,  including  pyrite,  chalco- 
pyrite, and  bornite,  occurs  chiefly  as  blotches  upon  the  joint  planes.  Assays  appear 
to  run  higher  in  the  neighborhood  of  fractures,  but  are  lower  as  a  whole  than  in  the 
No.  2  timnel.  They  range  from  0.2  per  cent  to  3.9  per  cent  copper,  and  68  assays 
average  1.41  per  cent  copper. 

TUNNKL  C 

This  lies  just  behind  the  Rogers  mill,  between  40  and  50  feet  above  and  north- 
west of  it,  and  extends  in  an  east-northeast  direction  about  480  feet.  After  passhig 
through  50  feet  of  float  it  cuts  an  intrusive  which  passes  from  a  shattered  micaceous, 
fine-grained  variety  into  a  normal,  less  micaceous,  and  more  acid  facies.     A  small 
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quartzite  horse  is  cut  about  midway  in  the  tunnel  and  quartzite  is  again  encountered 
at  the  face  of  a  north  drift.  Values  range  between  0.79  and  6.01  per  cent  copper, 
and  77  assays  average  1.93  per  cent  copper. 

QUINN  TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  has  been  driven  from  a  point  just  above  the  tramway,  about  1,500 
feet  below  Rogers  mill,  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  for  about  825  feet.  It  lies  in 
igneous  rock  except  at  the  face  of  a  northwest  drift,  which  is  in  quartzite.  For  the 
greater  portion  of  its  course  it  follows  a  strong  fissure  which  trends  northeastward 
and  dips  northwestward  at  angles  ranging  from  42°  to  65°.  This  fissure  is  marked 
by  a  strong  bloom  of  copper.  In  a  drift  running  southeast  from  the  fork  of  the 
tunnel  quaftz  veins  are  faulted.  Values  range  from  0.12  to  5.45  per  cent  copper, 
and  80  assays  average  1.51  per  cent  copper. 

DRILL   HOLES. 

Two  drill  holes  have  been  bored:  No.  1,  just  across  the  track  in  the  rear  of 
Rogers  mill,  to  a  depth  of  450  feet;  No.  2,  1 ,100  feet  due  north  of  the  mill,  to  a  depth 
of  275  feet.  Assays  taken  at  5-foot  depth  give  in  No.  1  hole  a  minimum  copper 
carry  of  0.03  and  a  maximum  of  2.93,  with  an  average  from  89  assays  of  1.34  per 
cent  copper. 

In  No.  2  hole  the  minimum  is  0.1  per  cent  copper,  the  maximum  2.38  per  cent, 
and  the  average  from  53  assays  is  about  1  per  cent.  In  No.  1  the  highest  values  were 
found  at  depths  of  225  and  250  feet.  Although  values  ran  lower  than  1  per  cent 
between  305  and  395  feet,  below  that  depth  they  resumed  the  normal  and  main- 
tained it  to  the  bottom.  In  No.  2  the  values  were  highest  from  185  to  225  feet  and 
averaged  at  the  bottom  higher  than  toward  the  top  of  the  boring. 

SUMMARY   OF  VALUES. 

Copper  values  seem  to  be  constantly  lowest  at  the  immediate  surface,  as  indi- 
cated by  assays  adjacent  to  mouths  of  tunnels,  and  abnormally  low  in  old  tunnels, 
as  in  the  Soldier  tunnel,  reported  to  have  been  driven  over  thirty  years  ago;  but  tx.e 
gold  carry,  which  ranges  from  30  to  50  cents  and  averages  37  cents,  is  found  at  its 
maximum  in  the  oldest  tunnel.  In  brief,  thorough  assaying  of  mineralized  monzo- 
nite  exposed  in  a  great  number  of  widely  separated  workings  appears  to  indicate 
that  the  copper  values  are  universally  disseminated  without  regular  restriction  to 
definitely  limited  areas;  that  they  are  constantly  lowest  at  the  immediate  surface 
and  in  old  workings  (in  which  gold  is  reciprocally  higher),  and  that  they  are 
approximately  equal  in  the  area  tested,  both  areally  and  in  depth. 
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CARR  FORK. 

The  main  mineralized  zone  of  the  Bingham  district,  characterized  by  fissured 
metamorphosed  limestone  and  intrusives,  crosses  Carr  Fork  and  reaches  its  highest 
geologic  and  most  western  geographic  position  in  this  locality.  The  upper  mem- 
bers of  the  great  ore-bearing  limestone  series,  including  the  thick,  marbleized  High- 
land Boy  and  Yampa  beds,  the  siliceous  Tilden  and  Phoenix  beds,  and  the  thin  Petro 
bed,  all  outcrop  along  the  north  wall  of  this  canyon.  They  strike  in  a  general 
northeast-southwest  direction  and  dip  northeriy  at  an  angle  of  about  45°.  Unlike 
their  underlying  members,  the  Jordan  and  Commercial  limestones,  they  are  of 
limited  longitudinal  extent  and  appear  to  become  more  siliceous  along  the  strike 
to  the  east  and  w^est,  and  pass  into  quartzite.  Man}'  irregular  and  extensive  intru- 
sive masses  cut  siliceous  sediments  on  the  south  side  of  this  canyon,  and  toward 
its  head  some  of  them  extend  upward  into  the  ore-bearing  limestones.  The  great 
Last  Chance  stock  of  monzonite  reaches  its  highest  limit  here;  coarsely  porphyritic 
dikes  cut  across  siliceous  and  thin  blue  limestones,  sandstones,  and  qukrtzite  at  the 
head  of  the  canyon,  and  large,  irregular  dike  sills  extend  from  the  laccolith  of  monzo- 
nite at  Upper  Bingham  across  the  south  slope  of  this  canyon.  The  Highland  Boy 
limestone  is  cut  both  on  the  surface  and  underground  by  dikes  and  sills  of  monzonite. 
Strong  faults,  which  traverse  the  central  part  of  the  district,  truncate  and  displace 
these  limestones  and  intrusives  as  well  as  the  ore  bodies. 

The  principal  ore  bodies  which  have  thus  far  been  discovered  in  this  region 
occur  as  flat  lenses  of  sulphide  copper  ore  witliin  the'  Highland  Boy  and  Yampa  lime- 
stones in  the  general  vicinity  of  intrusives  and  northeast-southwest  or  east-west  fis- 
sures. Productive  lodes  of  argentiferous  lead  ore  have  also  been  opened.  The 
properties  wliich  are  entered  from  Carr  Fork  will  be  described  in  the  following  order: 
Highland  Boy,  Yampa,  Frisco,  Zelnora,  Star,  Argentine,  Pamell,  Minnie,  Mary, 
York,  Phoenix,  Cuba,  and  Crown  Point. 

HIGHLAND  BOY   MINE.^ 
SITUATION. 

This  property  is  situated  near  the  head  of  Carr  Fork,  *on  a  spur  between  that 
gulch  and  Sap  Gulch  (PI.  XLII).  The  mine  is  located  on  a  massive,  metamor- 
phosed limestone  which  strikes  east  and  west  and  dips  northward. 

HISTORY. 

The  Utah  Consolidated  Mining  Company*  was  organized  in  1896  (with  its 
main  office  in  London)  to  exploit  the  ore  bodies  on  a  large  group  of  claims  which 
includes  the  Highland  Boy,  Henry  M.,  and  Omaha. 

o  Important  recent  developments  in  this  property  are  described  in  the  Addendum,  p.  379. 

^  In  May,  1901,  the  company  purchased  the  Jennings  group,  including  the  northeast  extension  of  the  Yampa  and  two 
adjacent  claims.    In  1902  the  main  office  of  the  company  was  transferred  to  New  York  City. 


^ 

^ 
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The  Highland  Boy  claim  was  located  in  1873  by  James  W.  Campbell.  Slight 
early  exploration  was  conducted  both  on  this  and  adjoining  claims.  In  a  winze 
from  No.  1  tunnel  rich  gold  ore  ($30  to  $47  per  ton)  was  found,  and  in  No.  3 
tunnel  a  small  shoot  of  lead  ore  was  cut  and  stoped  to  the  surface.  From  that 
time  to  1896  little  more  than  assessment  work  was  done.  Mr.  Thomas  Weir  then 
leased  the  property,  extended  the  No.  3  and  No.  4  tunnels  across  shoots  1,  2,  and  3, 
and  sunk  connections,  making  a  total  development  of  9,800  feet.  The  expense 
of  exploration  was  covered  by  shipments,  which  included  2,000  tons  of  lead  ore 
from  No.  4  fault,  with  5,000  tons  of  copper  ore,  reported  to  carry  12  per  cent  copper, 
$4  gold,  and  3  per  cent  silver.  This  is  understood  to  have  been  the  first  practical 
exploitation  of  sulphide  copper  ore  in  Bingham.  Rich  gold  ore  was  treated  in  a 
large  stamp  mill  and  then  cyanided,  but  the  savings  did  not  warrant  a  continuation 
of  this  experiment.  Messrs.  Newhouse  &  Weir  then  consolidated  and  bonded  a 
large  group  of  adjacent  claims  and  sold  the  property  in  1896  to  the  present  owners. 

At  time  of  visit  (1900)  the  plant  comprised  a  stamp  and  cyanide  mill,  a  thoroughly 
equipped  assay  office,  workshops,  a  Bleichert  aerial  tramway,  and  a  smelter,  at 
Sandy,  of  350  tons  capacity.  The  tramway  extends  from  No.  6  tunnel  to  the 
railroad  below  Bingham  station,  12,600  feet  distant.  By  this  system  buckets 
carrying  625  pounds  each  and  running  at  the  rate  of  300  feet  per  minute,  216  feet 
apart,  transport  250  tons  of  ore  in  ten  hours,  at  an  average  cost  of  1 1  cents  per  ton. 
Motor  power  is  furnished  by  a  stationary  engine  of  12  to  15  horsepower.  During 
the  fall  a  new  head  house  was  erected  at  the  mouth  of  No.  7  tunnel,  a  heavier  cable 
was  strung  on  the  tramway,  a  power  house  for  both  electricity  and  compressor,  a 
new  warehouse,  blacksmith  and  carpenter  shops  were  to  be  erected  in  the  same 
locality,  and  the  capacity  of  the  smelter  was  increased  to  500  tons  daily.  (For 
detailed  description  of  smelter  plant  see  p.  93.)  This  property  has  supplied  the 
bulk  of  the  copper  ore  shipped  from  this  district  during  the  past  two  years  (1898- 
1900). 

DEVELOPMENT. 

The  workings  of  this  property  comprise  five  tunnels,  which  have  been  driven 
at  as  many  levels  in  the  limestone  westward  roughly  along  the  strike  from  the 
outcrops  in  Carr  Fork  and  Sap  gulches  (PI.  XLII).  The  highest  tunnel.  No.  3, 
which  is  also  the  shortest,  extends  to  a  point  about  725  feet  west  of  its  mouth, 
while  the  lowest  tunnel.  No.  7,  which  is  also  the  longest,  is  over  1,900  feet  in  length. 
Tunnel  No.  3  is  connected  with  No.  4  b^^  inclines,  while  tunnels  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  and  7 
are  connected  at  several  points  by  vertical  shafts  which  carry  ladder  ways  and  ore 
chutes.  The  largest  amount  of  crosscutting  and  drifting  has  been  done  on  No.  6 
level,  which  has  hitherto  been  the  work  level  to  which  ore  was  chuted  and  through 
which  it  was  taken  by  10-car  mule  trains  to  the  head  house,  but  No.  7  tunnel  and  the 
connections  with  No.  6  have  been  driven  with  a  view  to  utilizing  it  for  a  work  level. 
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ECONOMIC   GJBOLO'fY. 


Countr]!  rock. — The  Highland  Boy  limestone  may  be  traced  from  a  point  just 
below  the  main  divide  eastward  across  Sap  Gulch  (where  it  is  faulted  northward) 
to  the  main  road  in  Carr  Fork.  It  strikes  northeast -south  west  and  dips  northward 
at  angles  ranging  from  25°  to  55°.  Its  outcrop  varies  much  in  thickness  and  lith- 
ologic  character  along  the  strike.  This  marked  increase  in  thickness  is  known  in 
certain  instances  to  be  due  to  deformation  by  strike  faulting.  Of  greater  economic 
importance  is  the  transition  from  a  true  cri'stalline  limestone  in  the  region  opened 
by  the  present  workings  to  a  more  and  more  siliceous  nx?k  westward  and  eastward 
until  it  can  be  distinguished  from  the  inchising  quartzite  only  with  great  diflRculty; 
in  fact,  this  member  appears  to  pass  along  the  strike  both  east  and  west  into  a 
quartzite.  The  sediments  have  been  cut  by  coarse  porphyry  and  monzonite 
which  occurs  in  the  form  of  dikes  and  siUs,  now  conforming  to  the  bedding,  now 
abruptly  breaking  across  it.  Underground  it  is  restricted  almost  entirely  to  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  mine  and  does  not  seriously  interfere  with  the  exploitation 
of  the  ore  bodies.  An  intrusive  is  encountered  in  the  foot-wall  quartzite  in  the 
outer  portion  of  the  No.  6  tunnel,  where  it  breaks  up  from  the  west  i;^4th  a  thickness 
of  about  75  feet  and  appears  to  become  a  true  siU  ^dth  a  ragged  floor.  In  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  No.  7  tunnel  a  sill  occurs  which  corresponds  in  structure,  position, 
and  habit  to  the  body  cut  on  No.  6  level,  and  it  is  probably  the  extension  of  that 
mass. 

The  limestone  underground  has  an  east-west  strike  ranging  from  N.  80**  E.  to 
N.  70°  W.  and  a  northward  dip  averaging  45°.  It  undulates  from  30°  to  35°.  as 
seen  at  upper  levels,  to  50°  and  55°,  as  noted  on  lower  levels,  to  the  west,  but  in 
general  it  appears  to  flatten  slightly  as  it  descends  (see  PI.  XLIV).  In  thickness 
it  seems  to  var\'  from  150  to  over  300  feet,  but  probably  averages  about  200  feet. 
Three  methods  of  determining  the  thickness  give  accordant  results,  yet  these  are 
at  best  approximate,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  hanging-wall  quartzite  1  as  not  yet 
been  cut  anywhere  in  the  mine  and  to  the  presence  of  numerous  strike  faults  of 
unknown  amount.  Lithologically  it  presents  various  facies  of  altered  limestone 
and  is  most  commonly  banded,  coarsely  crj^stalline  marble.  In  a  general  way  it 
is  more  cherty  toward  the  base,  more  massive  and  crystalline  above,  and  locally 
siliceous. 

Htrndnre. — The  principal  defonnation  suffered  by  tlie  country  rock  has  been 
by  Assuring  (PI.  XLfV').  The  most  common  trends  of  the  fissures  are  east-west 
(N.  85°  E.  to  N.  85°  W.),  northwest-southeast  (N.  30°  to  45°  W.),  north-south,  etc. 
Although  the  relative  dates  of  the  Assuring  and  of  the  subsequent  faulting  were  not 
fully  determined,  the  east-west  fissures  existed  before  the  period  of  mineralization, 
and  movement  has  also  occurred  on  them  since,  while  on  a  northwest  fissure  and 
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northeast  fissures  faulting  has  taken  place  since  mineraHzation.  Lack  of  devel- 
opment to  prove  the  nature  and  extent  of  these  faults  renders  knowledge  on  these 
points  incomplete  and  uncertain.  The  longitudinal  section,  however,  proves  faulting 
along  north-south  planes,  which  is  without  constant  habit,  although  in  the  best 
known  instances  uplift  is  on  the  west.  A  fault  near  No.  5  raise  results  in  an  upward 
displacement  on  the  west  of  at  least  75  feet. 

On  the  fourth  and  fifth  levels  a  zone  of  intense  crushing,  complex  fissuring, 
and  movement  has  been  encountered  at  the  extreme  west.  On  No.  4  level  the  lime- 
stone is  cut  by  a  north-northeast  slip  plane  (dip  vertical  and  steeply  east  and  west) , 
which  is  cut  by  more  easterly  planes,  and  these  in  turn  are  cut  by  a  very  strong 
north-northeast  plane  parallel  to  the  first  and  dipping  45°  easterly.  Crosscutting 
on  this  southward  has  revealed  a  strong  east-northeast  plane  of  movement  (dip 
northerly  45°),  which  truncates  the  strong  north-northeast  plane.  Drifting  west- 
ward on  this  shows  a  second  strong  plane  similar  in  all  respects  to  this,  and  sulphide 
ore  betw^een  the  two.  Barren  marble  lies  below  this  inclined  zone  and  siliceous 
breccia  above.  On  the  next  level  below,  and  vertically  beneath,  a  series  of  strong 
slips  (east-west  and  northeast-southwest)  have  been  opened.  These  do  not,  how- 
ever, accord  in  trend  or  location  on  the  dip  with  the  set  in  the  level  above.  In  a 
series  of  tunnels  which  lie  due  north  of  this  spot  in  Sap  Gulch,  and  were  driven 
fifteen  years  ago,  the  ore  is  reported  to  have  been  faulted  along  a  north-south  plane 
so  as  to  throw  the  west  side  30  feet  to  the  north.  Present  development  in  the 
Highland   Boy   has   proved  neither  the  nature  nor  the  amount  of  deformation. 

Ore  bodies, — ^The  ore  bodies  in  this  property  are  more  distinct,  regular,  and 
continuous  than  those  seen  in  any  of  the  large  mines  in  this  district,  and  they  have 
been  opened  and  exploited  more  systematically.  They  lie  within  the  main  body 
of  the  limestone  and  at  a  horizon  considerably  above  the  quartzite  foot  wall  along 
a  strike  zone  of  fissuring  and  mineralization.  Localization  of  ore  has  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  three  well-defined  lenses,  or  shoots,  w^hich  are  designated  from 
east  to  west  asNos.  1, 2,  and  3.  They  dip  northward  roughly  with  the  bedding,  at 
angles  ranging  from  30°  to  45°,  strike  east-west,  and  pitch  northeastward  at  an 
angle  varying  from  40°  to  45°.  No.  1  shoot,  which  is  the  largest,  has  been  cut 
on  all  levels  and  reaches  its  maximum  size  on  the  No.  6  level,  w^here  it  is  approx- 
imately 400  feet  wide  and  over  100  feet  in  thickness.  Bodies  Nos.  2  and  3  are 
much  smaller  and  do  not  appear  as  distinct  shoots  on  the  highest  (No. 3)  and  lowest 
(No.  7)  levels. 

The  walls  are  slip  planes  on  either  siliceous  or  crystalline  limestone.  In  the 
few  instances  where  cross  cutting  southward  has  exposed  the  underlying  quartzite 
the  ore  does  not  make  down  to  it.  The  most  distinct  foot  wall  is  formed  by  sharp 
planes  of  movement  which  trend  with  the  strike  and  dip  northward  60°  to  70°. 
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The  hanpn^  wall  \>  r-^mietimf^  an  entirely  barren  bed  of  marble  or  silicified  lime- 
8U>ne.  In  othfr  irL->tance»  the  upper  fK>rtion  of  the  ore  IxkIv  becomes  progress- 
ively leaner  I'ntil  it  parsses  into  barren  limestone,  which  forms  the  hanging  wall. 
I-<aterally.  the  b^xlic^  pinch  to  thin,  irregular,  but  practically  connecting,  seams. 

Fissures  have  not  l>een  extensively  o[>ened  nor  faults  proved  up  in  this  prop- 
erty, but  in  the  pres^-nt  state  of  exploration  a  feature  of  interest  in  connection 
with  theories  of  the  genesis  of  the  ores  appears  to  be  the  system  of  fissures  trending 
with  the  strike  and  dipping  northward.  The  dip.  however,  is  not  coincident  with 
that  of  the  l>edding  but  cuts  it  obliquely  on  a  steeper  inclination,  which  averages 
60°  to  70^.  These  planes  show  mineralization,  and  this  fact,  t<^ther  viith  staining 
outward  from  them  and  the  mineralogical  character  of  the  alteration,  suggests 
that  they  were  the  passageways  for  mineral-bearing  solutions  or  vapors  from 
underlying  magmas. 

Ore. — The  present  shipping  product  is  made  up  of  copper  and  iron  sulphides. 
It  carries  chiefly  copper  and  low  values  in  gold  and  silver.  No.  1  ore  body  has 
been  oxidized  in  its  upper  portion.  The  boundary  between  oxidized  and  non- 
oxidized  ore  extends  nearly  down  to  No.  5  level  on  the  east  and  runs  westward 
above  the  No.  4  and  intermediate  level  just  below  No.  3.  The  transition  zone 
thus  accords  with  the  surface  topography. 

Mineral  composition  of  ores. — Pyrite  and  chalcopyrite.  with  some  bomite  (peacock 
ore),  and  chalcocite  make  up  the  greater  mass  of  the  ore;  galena,  limonite,  specu- 
larity, chalcanthite,  marcasite,  enargit^,  azurite^  and  occasional  minute  quantities 
of  blende  occur  in  lesser  quantities.  Galena  is  practically  restricted  to  fracture 
zones.  Up  to  the  time  when  the  property  was  sold  to  the  present  company  it  was 
reported  that  not  a  trace  of  blende  had  been  found. 

Values.- -Mr.  Weir  reports  that  in  sinking  a  winze  through  oxidized  ore  he 
found  gold  ore  in  considerable  amount — to  a  value  of  $30  to  $47  per  ton.  Five 
thousand  tons  of  ore  shipped  during  early  development  work  are  said  to  have 
averaged  12  per  (;ent  copper,  $4  gold,  and  3  per  cent  silver,  and  it  is  reported  that 
values  in  each  of  the  ore  bodies  ran  slightly  higher  in  the  upper  levels.  The  pres- 
ent average  values  of  the  Highland  Boy  ore  were  not  obtained,  but  it  is  understood 
that,  as  compared  with  ores  from  other  mines  of  this  camp,  they  show  a  higher 
percentage  of  copper,  about  an  equal  amount  of  gold,  and  a  lower  percentage  of 
silver.  Estimating  the  entire  working  expense  as  $6.16  per  ton,  on  the  basis  of 
a  published  statement  of  the  company,  the  value  of  the  reduced  ore  is  sufficiently 
high  to  leave  a  good  profit.  The  mine  is  to-day  the  chief  producer  of  copper  in 
Bingham. 
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YAMPA  MINE.^ 

This  property  is  situated  on  the  north  slope  of  Sap  Gulch,  about  1,800  ffeet 
from  Carr  Fork.  Its  workings  lie  in  the  Highland  Boy  limestone  just  east  of  the 
pronounced  fault  which  probably  determined  in  part  the  position  of  Sap  Gulch, 
and  on  the  east  offsets  the  limestone  to  the  north.  Immediately  north  of  the 
gulch  it  outcrops  over  a  prominent  ledge  of  quartzite  which  appears  to  have  suf- 
fered step  faulting  through  dragging  on  the  main  Sap  Gulch  fault.  Eastward 
the  outcrop  of  the  limestone  shows  considerable  staining,  and  prospects  reveal 
indications  of  mineral. 

The  workings  which  have  thus  far  been  run  for  exploration  comprise  only 
an  incline  which  descends  due  north  for  70  feet,  a  crosscut  northward  from  its 
foot,  and  short  drifts  from  this  to  the  east  and  west,  while  other  less  extensive 
inclines  and  a  tunnel  have  been  driven  into  the  base  of  the  limestones  to  the  east 

Underground  the  country  rock  is  a  crushed  and  fractured,  banded,  cherty 
limestone,  which  strikes  slightly  south  of  west  .  nd  dips  northward.  Among  the 
numerous  fissures  which  traverse  the  limestone  three  prominent  sets  may  be  dis- 
criminated which  trend  N.  80°  E.,  N.  10°  E.,  and  N.  40°  W.,  respectively.  No 
quartzite  was  seen  at  the  main  Yampa  incline,  but  it  is  reported  to  have  been 
struck  20  feet  below  its  foot.  The  fractured  country  rock  is  thoroughly  miner- 
alized with  pyrite  and  some  galena.  Development  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to 
prove  the  character  of  the  occurrence. 

FRISCO   MINE.* 

This  property  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Carr  Fork,  just  beyond  the  end  of 
the  main  road.  The  tunnel  enters  westward  through  a  coarse  and  fine-grained 
porphyry  for  400  feet,  crosses  several  fissures,  and  then  (it  is  reported)  penetrates 
limestone,  dipping  north-northwest,  and  follows  a  vertical  fissure  southwestward 
for  300  feet  in  quartzite.  The  ore  is  said  to  occur  in  the  siUceous  limestone  and 
to  carry  galena,  chalcopyrite,  pyrite,  and  sphalerite. 

ZELNORA    MINE.* 

Situation  and  development. — The  Zelnora  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Carr  Fork 
on  the  southeast  slope  of  Clipper  Peak.  It  is  reached  by  a  road  leading  northeast 
from  the  saddle  between  Clipper  and  West  Mountain  peaks.  It  Hes  on  a  siliceous 
Umestone,  or  calcareous  quartzite,  which  dips  northerly,  and  is  in  part  underlaid 
by  coarse  porphyry.  The  workings  include  a  main  incline  on  the  vein  to  a  depth 
of  250  to  300  feet;  a  lateral  incline,  which  branches  from  the  main    one    about 


a  The  extensive  enlargement,  surface  improvement,  and  underground  development  which  this  property  has  undergone 
since  the  date  of  visit  are  briefly  described  in  the  Addendum  (p.  382). 

ft  Regarding  consolidation  of  2^1nora,  Frisco,  and  Star,  see  Addendum,  p.  383. 
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mu\'»ii^y  lit  it*  Wiar*i<  ^ri^l  ^-xt^nrf-s  to  *  lilwr  d^pth:  ^hort  drift*  from  the  inclines 
jfct  ^^^^'-fi  'i^*'^'ih  ft^ff^iiuz  «r*  j^^r^'-nki  ^A*#^  inio  ^loi^fSi :  and  &  50-foot  tannel  ^jutiwAat 
fy/fthn^st,,   vrjkrh  ^^Kin^rt-^  r,h^  «TjrfAr^  with  th^  h«^  of  the  mAin  iDcline. 

/»/y/><iry,  Thift  \fTf p\)ffxy  lieft  nbofit  in  the  strike  of  the  Highland  Bov  hme- 
ki/0tt^.  in  an  ftr^ra  ^rharm/rtenzed  by  f\ii^nzil^  and  interbedded.  ealcmreoas  members 
vbK;h  dip  n^/rt.hw*rd  and  are  #rut  by  irrpgijlar  silk  of  coarse  porphyry.  On  the 
tunnel  l^^'fl  the  ^roTjntr^'  rffck  in  a  verv  siliceous  limestone  which  continues  down 
%\tfr  MU'Wuf,  ^xhibitin^  ^veral  calcare<>ixs  and  siliceous  facies.  and  at  the  foot  of 
tfie  main  incline  it  \a  a  cry**talline  limestone  or  marble.  Coarse  porphyry  is  exposed 
in  ttie  low^r  half  of  tlie  main  incline  nn  apophyst-t  .1  lime  with  uneven  contacts, 
and  it  Apfieari  Ur  \t^  an  irregular  ?»ill  breaking  upward  across  the  limestone 
t/jiward  the  we<it  and  north. 

TluM  c^>mfKwite  f'ouulry  rrx^k  Ls  cut  by  a  plane  or  zone  of  fracturing,  which 
liex  r^iu^ily  f>arallel  t/>  the  stratification,  strikes  north  about  60"^  W.  and  dips  25^ 
to  3^'"  northeastward.  The  distinct  hanging  wall  afforded  by  this  slip  plane  appears 
thn/iigli^>iit  the  workings.  The  porphyry-limestone  contact  is  often  slickensided. 
and  continuous  slip  planes  cut  both  alike,  indicating  a  postintrusiTe  movement, 
f >ne  such  east-west  plane  had  blackened  compacted  walls  similar  to  those  described 
in  the  Highland  Boy,  and  if  this  indicates  the  nuinner  in  which  mineralization 
t.o^>k  i}\iif'j%  it  proves  the  (>erirxl  of  mineralization  to  have  been  postintrusive. 

OccurreriT/t  of  frrf..-  The  ore  occurs  on  the  main  northward-dipping  fissure 
in  the  form  of  elongaterl  [Kx-kets  or  pencils  which  dip  inith  the  fissure.  These 
IrK'ally  thick  f>ortions  of  the  vein  rarely  exceed  4  feet  in  thickness,  are  terminated 
abruptly  along  the  strike,  and  do  not  show  any  considerable  continuation  on  tlie 
dip.  The  last  mass  exploited  is  a  tabular  body  found  at  the  foot  of  the  east  incline 
in  limesUme  under  a  clean  slickensided  hanging  wall.  It  is  made  up  of  8  inches 
of  silicifie/1  cherty  matter  in  gouge;  2  feet  of  true,  bro^^-n,  ocherous  carbonate;  2 
feet  of  the  same  less  altered  and  showing  unreplaced  and  unoxidized  cores  of  lime- 
stone underlaid  by  1  foot  of  firm,  siliceous  rock  resembling  limestone.  At  the 
foot  of  the  main  incline,  90  feet  northwest  and  slightly  below,  is  a  pocket  of  almost 
pure  galena,  which  lies  at  the  contact  of  the  limestone  with  the  porphyry  foot  wall. 
Higher  workings  have  cut  veins  of  galena  (one-half  to  3  inches  in  thickness)  which 
lie  in  the  limestone.  Seams  in  the  walls  of  small  upper  stopes  indicate  positions 
of  reported  carbonate  bodies. 

The  ore  is  a  lead  carbonate  with  some  lead  sulphide.  It  is  reported  to  carry 
very  high  lead  valuer,  often  practically  no  silver,  and  insufficient  gold  and  copper 
to  |)ay  for  saving  them.     Sphalerite  occurs  in  slight  quantities. 


MINES    IN    CARR   FORK.  271 

STAR   TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  lies  on  the  Zelnora  road  about  100  feet  south  of  that  property.  The 
cliff  above  the  tunnel  shows  siliceous  limestone,  or  calcareous  quartzite,  striking 
N.  70°  E.,  dipping  northward  at  an  angle  of  33°  toward  a  brecciated  mass  of  quartz- 
ite  and  limestone  in  porphyry,  and  separated  therefrom  by  a  zone  of  strong  breccia- 
tion  6  inches  to  3  feet  in  width.  The  tunnel  follows  this  contact  breccia  S.  50°  W. 
for  150  feet.  Its  face  lies  south  of  the  contact  in  siliceous  limestone  and  exposes  a 
fissure  forking  upward.     No  mineral  was  seen. 

ARGENTINE    TUNNEL 

This  tunniel  lies  in  the  southeast  slope  of  Clipper  Peak  on  the  Zelnora  road, 
500  feet  beyond  that  mine.  It  is  in  quartzite  which  overlies  the  Zelnora  and  under- 
lies a  portion  of  the  Highland  Boy  limestone  exposed  on  the  slope  above.  An  incline 
follows  down  the  contact  of  this  limestone  with  the  underlying  quartzite  for  35  feet. 
At  level  of  trail  a  tunnel  has  been  driven  N.  50°  W.  for  200  feet  through  quartzite 
into  coarse  porphyry  at  the  face.  A  quartzite  which  includes  several  calcareous 
members  is  traversed  by  numerous  zones  of  brecciation.  These  cut  the  tunnel 
obliquely  in  north-south  and  N.  30°  E.,  directions,  and  as  a  rule  dip  steeply  to  the 
northeast.  In  a  broad  fracture  zone  near  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  bits  of  porphyry 
occur,  indicating  a  postintrusive  date  for  the  fracturing.  No  mineral  was  shown  in 
the  tunnel;  samples  from  incline  on  limes tone-quartzite  contact  above  are  reported 
to  assay  high  in  copper,  gold,  and  lead. 

PARNELL   MINE. 

Sitiuition, — This  mine  is  situated  about  3,000  feet  N.  40°  W.  of  the  junction  of 
Sap  Gulch  with  Carr  Fork,  near  the  head  of  the  gulch  next  northeast  of  Sap  Gulch. 
Its  workings  are  in  the  upper  of  the  two  massive  calcareous  quartzites  which  lie 
above  the  Highland  Boy  limestone. 

Development — The  main  tunnel  enters  the  limestone  from  a  point  just  below 
the  road,  extends  N.  25°  W.  about  200  feet,  and  there  forks  into  a  series  of  drifts 
which  extend  100  feet  beyond.  Recently  this  has  been  abandoned  and  a  tunnel 
started  in  the  next  gully  northeast,  which  is  to  be  driven  southwest  to  strike  ore 
200  feet  lower  on  the  supposed  downward  extension  of  the  showing  found  in  the 
main  workings. 

Geology. — The  lower  tunnel,  though  it  has  been  driven  50  feet,  has  not  passed 
through  the  float.  The  country  rock  cut  is  a  variable  calcareous  quartzite.  This 
is  slightly  calcareous  tlu'ough  the  first  100  feet,  then  becomes  very  siliceous,  often 
quartzitic,  and  passes  into  a  true  cherty  limestone.  This  is  traversed  by  two  sets 
of  fractures,  one  trending  N.  70°  W.  and  dipping  northward,  at  angles  ranging  from 
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20°  to  50°,  and  the  other  trending  X.  10°  to  20°  E.  and  dipping  steeply  to  the  east. 
The  former  was  stained  with  a  bright  red  substance  said  to  assay  $6  in  gold;  the 
latter  comprises  three  strong  parallel  slip  planes  which  form  a  mineral  zone  about  30 
feet  in  width.  Where  they  cut  the  limestone  it  is  locally  silicified  and  porous.  No 
ore  has  been  shipped  from  this  mine.  Prospecting  along  a  breccia  zone  in  adjacent 
quartzites,  which  were  stained  red,  is  reported  to  have  yielded  several  tons  of  very 
high-grade  gold  ore. 

MINNIE    MINE. 

Tiie  Minnie  workings  ent^r  the  same  calcareous  quartzite  just  over  the  back  of 
the  next  spur  north  of  the  main  Pamell  opening.  In  portions  of  this  mine  the  ore- 
bearing  member  becomes  a  marble.  A  tunnel  follows  the  contact  of  the  limestone 
with  the  quartzite  foot  wall  for  100  feet,  where  it  forks  into  a  west  extension  of  the 
tunnel  and  two  inclines  all  on  the  contact.  The  country  has  suffered  systematic 
step  faulting  along  strong  N.  20°  E.  slips.  In  each  case  studied  the  western  member 
had  been  relatively  elevated  5  to  8  feet.  The  ore  is  composed  of  pyrite  and  chal- 
cocite  and  is  a  replacement  of  basal  beds  of  the  limestone. 

MART    MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  on  the  north  slope  of  Carr  Fork,  near  the  head  of  the 
second  gully  north  of  the  Highland  Boy  mine ;  it  is  on  the  upper  calcareous  quartzite. 
The  main  workings  consist  of  a  tunnel  driven  over  300  feet  N.  20°  to  30°  W.  and  an 
incline  sunk  in  a  northeasterly  direction  at  an  angle  of  30°.  The  tunnel  cuts  quartz- 
ite, siliceous  limestone,  and  crystalline  limestone,  and  the  incline  follows  the  lime- 
stone contact  with  quartzite  foot  wall.  Both  cut  a  strong  fissure  which  trends  N. 
60°  W.  and  in  the  tunnel  dips  steeply  to  the  northeast  and  southwest.  Some 
copper  staining  was  noted. 

YORK    MINE. 

Situation, — The  York  mine  is  located  on  the  northwest  slope  of  Carr  Fork, 
northeast  of  the  Highland  Boy  mill,  at  the  head  of  the  first  gully  north  of  Sap  Gulch. 
It  is  on  the  contact  of  a  variable  limestone  with  quartzite  which  dips  northerly. 

Development — The  workings  comprise  inclines  descending  northward  on  the 
''bedded  vein^'  and  drifts  driven  east  and  west  on  it  at  several  levels.  Thev  are 
connected  wdth  the  Petro  w^orkings  and  thence  with  Cottonw  ood  Gulch  by  an  incline 
over  800  feet  in  length. 

Geology. — The  apex  has  been  traced  across  the  property  eastward  on  Petro 
ground,  and  it  is  reported  that  past  litigation  resulted  in  the  decision  that  York  and 
Petro  w-orkings  are  on  the  same  vein.  Underground  the  country  rock  and  the  vein 
are  variable  and  often  obscured.  Normally  the  country  rock  is  siliceous  and  calcare- 
ous quartzite  with  local  vari&tions  between  a  banded  quartzite,  fine-grained  white 
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siliceous  limestone  and  coarsely  crystalline  mottled  marble.  The  dip  is  northward 
20°  to  35°  and  the  strike  is  east-west.  This  country  is  cut  by  a  clean  slip  plane 
approximately^  coincident  with  the  bedding  and  known  locally  as  the  '  *  bedded  vein.' ' 
Typically,  its  hanging  wall  is  true  banded  quartzite  and  its  foot  wall  either  fine- 
grained, siliceous  limestone  (calcareous  quartzite) — as  may  be  seen  where  it  is  first 
cut  by  the  entrance  tunnel  and  in  the  extreme  northwest  portion  of  the  mine — or 
a  thin  2-foot  to  6-foot  crystalline  and  mottled  marble,  as  in  the  east  connection  with 
the  Petro  incline  and  on  levels  in  the  Petro  mine. 

i>^/orma<i(m.— Fracture  planes  and  faults  cut  this  ^'bedded  vein''  in  north- 
northwesterly  directions  (N.  0°  to  35°  W.)  and  offset  it  for  amounts  varying  from  a 
few  inches  to  over  50  feet.  The  direction  of  movement  is  not  constant,  the  faults 
with  downtlirow  to  the  west  being  almost  as  numerous  as  those  of  opposite  throw. 
Dislocation  in  the  former  appears  almost  invariably  to  have  been  of  small  amount, 
2  to  6  feet;  while  in  the  case  of  the  great  dislocations,  so  far  as  studied,  the  west  side 
is  upthrown.  Along  ''the  west  incline '^  faulting  to  the  amount  of  10  feet,  with 
upthrow  to  the  west  side,  has  taken  place  on  a  plane  which  trends  N.  20^  W.  and 
dips  steeply  eastward  at  head,  vertical  along  middle,  and  75°  to  80°  at  foot.  Nearly 
parallel  to  this  fault  (N.  25°  W.)  and  cutting  the  ''bedded  vein' '  on  several  levels 
is  a  fault  on  which  the  upthrow  on  the  west  decreases  from  16  feet  above  the  tunnel 
level  to  6  to  10  feet  on  the  lowest  level.  The  western  portion  of  the  workings  cuts  a 
north-south  compound  fault  zone  made  up  of  three  main  planes,  of  which  the  maxi- 
mum aggregate  upthrow  on  the  west  amounts  to  about  55  feet.  In  one  instance  the 
movement  is  seen  to  have  been  differential,  amounting  to  nothing  at  the  pivotal 
point  and  increasing  in  opposite  directions  north  and  south  of  that  point.  East-west 
slips  perpendicular  to  the  bedding  cause  small  steps  in  the  '  *  bedded  vein.' ' 

Ore  bodies. — The  chief  ore  bodies  which  have  been  formed  on  this  property 
lie  in  the  ''bedded  vein'*  adjacent  to  fault  fissures  on  the  upthrown  (west)  side. 
Between  them  the  "bedded  vein"  is  practically  barren,  the  6  to  18  inches  gouge 
giving  way  only  locally  to  small  pockets  of  ore.  Other  small  lodes  or  pockets  have 
made  out  from  fissures  into  the  hanging  wall.  The  body  along  the  west  incline  fault 
made  from  a  fissure  for  25  feet  in  places,  then  pmched  abruptly.  That  along  the 
the  old  incline  in  a  similar  way  made  to  a  thickness  of  25  feet  in  the  fissure  and 
pinched  abruptly  to  the  westward.  Each  of  the  three  principal  zones  of  fissuring, 
mineralization,  and  faulting  show  postmineral  faulting,  and  at  different  points 
along  the  middle  or  ' '  old  incline ' '  zone  there  appeared  to  be  postfaulting  mineral- 
ization. The  sequence  of  events  then  appears  to  be:  (1)  Fissuring  along  east-west 
planes  dipping  gently  northward  ("bedded  vein' ') ;  (2)  fissuring  in  north-south  and 
northwest  directions;  (3)  mineralization  of  "bedded  vein''  through  and  adjacent 
to  north  and  northwest  fissures ;  (4)  faulting  on  north  and  northwest  planes ;  (5) 
possibly  secondary  mineralization   along   fault  planes. 
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Ore. — ^The  ore  stoped  from  pockets  along  the  two  fracture  zones  is  reported 
to  have  been  lead  sulphide  with  some  copper.  That  now  being  opened  on  the 
western  compound  fault  zone  is  copper  sulphide,  and  from  '  'copper drift' '  at  tunnel 
level  some  copper  carbonates  are  reported  to  have  been  taken.  Near  the  middle  fault 
crystalline  cerussite  occurs  in  the  ' '  bedded  vein  "  as  a  tabular  body  in  black  gouge. 
The  bodies  on  the  two  eastern  fissures  are  reported  to  have  yielded  6,000  to  7,000 
tons  of  high-grade  ore  in  early  days,  but  the  copper  sulphide  opened  on  the  western 
fault  system  is  of  low  grade  and  does  not  afford  satisfactory  results  on  concentration. 

PHOENIX    MINE. 

Situation, — This  mine  is  located  in  a  spur  between  Cottonwood  Gulch  and 
Carr  Fork,  and  its  eastern  and  main  entrance  lies  1,500  feet  S.  50°  W.  of 
their  junction. 

Developm£nt — It  is  operated  at  two  levels  :  The  upper,  the  Coromandel,  cross- 
cuts southeastward  through  fractured  quartzite  to  an  unusually  strong  northeast- 
southwest  fracture  zone,  which  it  follows  eastward.  About  325  feet  below  this  the 
main  tunnel  extends  from  its  mouth  in  Carr  Fork  about  900  feet  southwestward 
in  the  upper  calcareous  quartzite  and  opens  strong  northeast-southwest  and  north- 
south  fissures,  where  the  northwest  drift  crosscuts  the  great  fissure  which  has  been 
followed  southwest  on  this  level  for  about  1,000  feet.  Between  this  main  level  and 
the  Coromandel  level  the  fissure  is  stated  to  have  been  stoped  out  on  several  shoots. 

Geology, — The  main  fissure  is  a  fracture  zone  3  to  8  feet  in  width,  cutting 
quartzite  and  including  between  its  well-polished  walls  crushed  quartzite  with 
calcareous  filling.  On  the  Coromandel  it  trends  nearly  east  and  west  and  passes 
eastward  from  the  steep  northern  dip  at  the  southwest  through  verticality  to  a 
steep  southern  dip,  which  it  shows  on  the  main  tunnel  level.  On  the  upper  level 
at  the  southwest  end  a  spur  from  the  main  fissure  has  been  opened  southward. 
Below,  at  the  west  end  of  the  main  tunnel,  spur  fissures  have  been  opened  south- 
ward. The  formation  and  the  mineralization  of  these  spurs  appear  to  have  been 
contemporaneous  with  those  of  the  major  fissure.  At  the  east  end  of  the  drift,  on 
the  lower  level,  the  ore  in  the  fissure  is  sharply  truncated  by  a  north-south  slip 
plane. 

Ore. — The  ore  has  been  taken  from  seams  in  the  mam  fissure,  where  it  formed 
as  silver-bearing  galena,  copper-bearing  iron  sulphide,  and  black  copper  sulphide. 
Ore  marketed  in  1900  is  reported  to  have  carried  on  an  average  41  per  cent  of  lead, 
6.33  ounces  silver,  and  $1  in  gold. 
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CUBA  TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  located  on  the  west  slope  of  Carr  Fork,  100  feet  above  its  base 
and  1,500  feet  above  its  junction  with  Bingham  Canyon.  It  crosscuts  barren 
quartzite  northward  to  a  thin  but  distinct  fissure.  It  trends  N.  75°  to  80°  W.  and 
dips  northward  50°  to  90°  between  a  calcareous  quartzite  (siliceous  hmestone) 
hanging  wall  and  quartzite  foot  wall.  Only  slight  pyritization  w^as  noted,  and 
bodies  of  economic  value  were  not  seen. 

CROWN    POINT   MINE. 

SitiuUion  and  development, — This  mine  is  situated  on  the  northw^est  slope  of 
Carr  Fork,  900  feet  S.  60°  W.  from  its  junction  with  Bingham  Canyon.  The  work- 
ings lie  on  a  body  of  ore  inclined  to  the  northwest  and  consist  of  an  incline  sunk 
on  ore  at  an  angle  of  35°  to  38°  in. the  upper  100  feet  and  of  40°  in  the  lower  100 
feet;  of  drifts  with  crosscuts  and  stopes  on  a  vein  driven  from  the  incline  to  the 
northeast  and  southwest  at  100-  and  200-foot  levels;  and  of  a  northwest-southeast 
tunnel  connecting  the  surface  with  100-foot  levels. 

Oeology, — A  sill-like  intrusive  outcrops  for  a  short  distance  along  the  strike 
just  west  of  the  Shawmut  miH.  Underground  the  vein  lies  between  a  quartzite  foot 
and  a  calcareous  quartzite  hanging  wall  which  dip  northwestward  at  angles. of  35° 
to  40°.  The  sill  has  been  cut  at  the  incline  on  the  100-foot  level,  and  at  the  incline 
and  in  two  crosscuts  into  the  hanging  wall  on  the  200-foot  level.  Thus  it  appears 
to  lie  in  the  hanging  wall  at  short  but  varying  distances  above  the  ore,  but  not  to 
form  the  immediate  hanging  wall.  This  country  jock  is  cut  by  northeast-southwest 
fractures  and  by  northwest-southeast  fractures.  On  the  latter  faulting  occurred, 
and  in  one  instance,  as  proved  on  both  100-foot  and  200-foot  levels,  this  resulted 
in  an  upthrow  to  the  west  of  6  feet.     Other  faults  have  not  yet  been  proved  up. 

Ore. — The  main  ore  body,  as  exposed  along  the  main  incline  in  both  levels  west 
of  the  incline,  is  a  bed  of  massive  pyrite  3  to  4  feet  thick,  which  quickly  pinches  out 
to  the  east  and  is  truncated  by  northwest  faults  on  the  west.  It  has  been  oxidized 
for  only  about  20  feet  below  the  surface  (50  to  60  feet  down  on  incline)  and  shows 
a  very  gradual  transition  to  the  base  sulphide  below.  Ore  which  made  on  the 
N.  40°  W.  fault  fissures  has  been  exploited,  and  at  time  of  visit  was  being  worked 
at  the  west  face  of  200-foot  level.  The  succession  of  events  appears  to  have  been: 
(1)  Intrusion  of  sill  into  calcareous  quartzite;  (2)  northeast-southwest  fissuring  and 
northwest-southeast  fissuring;  (3)  mineralization  along  the  former  through  the 
latter;  (4)  faulting  of  ore  along  northwest  planes.  The  pyrite  body  carries  low 
values  in  copper  and  gold  and  is  found  in  amount  to  justify  milling. 
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MUDDY    FORK. 

The  sedimentary  rocks  cut  bv  Muddy  Fork  are  the  quartzites  and  siliceous 
limestones  which  characterize  the  transition  from  the  Commercial  and  Jordan 
limestones  at  the  southeast  to  the  Highland  Boy-Petro  limestone  series  to  the  north- 
west. The  most  important  calcareous  rocks  within  this  area  are  those  cut  by  the 
workings  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Company,  which  ar^  frequently  normal  meta- 
morphosed limestone  horses  of  marble,  probably  portions  of  the  Jordan  and  Com- 
mercial limestone  included  in  a  disrupting  intrusiye,  and  the  thick  limestones  and 
marble  on  West  Mountain  at  the  head  of  this  fork.  These  sediments  strike  in  a 
general  east-west  direction  and  dip  northward,  but  their  structure  and  their  con- 
tinuity are  greatly  disturbed  by  numerous  and  extensiye  intrusives  and  by  intense 
fissuring,  fracturing,  and  brecciation.  Thus  a  great  body  of  monzonite  breaks 
abruptly  across  the  Commeicial  and  Jordan  limestone,  apparently  from  upper 
Bingham  Canyon,  and  occupies  the  entire  upper  portion  of  Muddy  Fork.  The 
intrusiyes  of  its  middle  and  lower  extent  are  massiye,  irregular  sills  and  dikes  of 
monzonitic  facies,  apparently  connecting  the  monzonite  of  the  Bingham  laccolith 
on  the  east  with  the  coarser  monzonite  characteristic  <^f  the  lower  levels  of  the  High- 
land Boy,  and  dikes  of  coarse  porphyr\'  (monzonitic)  at  the  head  of  Carr  Fork.  The 
complexity  and  intensity  of  deformation  indicated  by  these  larger  features  are  fully 
substantiated  by  detailed  obseryations.  Indeed,  perhaps  no  single  area  in  this 
district  exhibits  more  complicated  defonnation  than  that  on  the  southeast  side  of 
Muddy  Fork,  kno\ra  as  the  Old  Stewart  ground. 

Two  tyi>es  of  ore  bodies  are  extensively  developed  in  this  lo^altiy.  Strong 
fracture  zones  which  traverse  the  monzonite  stock  about  the  head  of  the  fork  have 
been  extensively  opened  and  found  to  inclose  valuable  lodes  of  rich  argentiferous 
lead  ore.  Again,  one  large  and  several  small  bodies  of  rich  sulphide  copper  ore  have 
been  found  in  metamorphosed  limestone.  Rich  oxidized  and  carbonate  ores  in 
fissures  between  limestone  walls  also  occurred  here. 

The  properties  in  which  these  bodies  have  been  developed  will  be  described  in 
the  following  order:  Last  Chance,  Greeley,  Mountain  Gem,  Nast,  Burning  Moscow, 
and  the  Boston  Consolidated  group,  including  the  IngersoU,  Phoenix,  Bulldozer, 
Stewart,  Edison,  Peabody,  Campbell,  and  Armstrong. 

LAST   CHANCE    MINE. 

Situation. — The  Las*/  Chance  property  is  situated  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the 
head  of  Muddy  Fork  and  extends  westward  beyond  the  intrusive  over  the  extension 
of  the  middle   limestone  on  West  Mountain  below  West  Mountain  road. 

Development. — It  has  been  opened  at  three  main  levels — the  British  tunnel, 
which  is  the  lowest  and  adjacent  to  the  Last  Chance  concentration  mill;  t^e  500-foot 
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level,  about  400  feet  above  and  1,800  feet  southwest;  and  the  Hooper  level,  600  feet 
above  and  2,400  feet  southwest  of  the  mill.  A  country  has  been  opened  which 
measures  1,900  feet  east-west,  2,700  feet  north-south,  and  600  feet  vertically.  The 
British  tunnel,  where  all  exploitation  is  now  being  conducted,  is  the  main  working 
level. 

Geology. — Monzonite  is  the  country  rock.  This  includes  a  small  horse  of  marble 
cut  near  the  mouth  of  the  British  tunnel  and  ends  near  the  west  face  of  the  west 
drift  on  the  500-foot  level  against  quartzite,  and  on  Hooper  level,  100  feet  from  the 
mouth,  against  the  sDiceous  and  crystalline  limestone,  which  has  been  followed 
thence  westward  above  the  quartzite  on  the  500-foot  level. 

The  monzonite  is  cut  by  many  joint  planes,  along  which  some  decomposition 
has  taken  place,  and  is  fractured  in  many  directions.  The  most  important  series  of 
fractures  trends  N.  30®  E.  to  N.  50°  E.,  and  dips  through  the  inner  portion  of  the 
British  tunnel  and  in  the  500-foot  tunnel  to  the  southeast  and  through  the  outer 
portion  of  the  British  tunnel  to  the  northwest.  The  fractures  vary  much  in  width, 
generally  exhibit  slickensided  walls,  and  often  cairy  mineral.  This  has  been 
exploited  in  the  occurrences  known  as  the  Last  Chance  lode.  No.  7  lode,  and  No.  5 
lode. 

La^t  Chance  lode. — This  is  a  strong  zone  of  fracturing  movement  and  mineraliza- 
tion which  trends  N.  50°  E.  and  dips  at  an  average  angle  of  60°  southeast,  but  rises 
to  90°,  and  in  rare  cases  overturns  and  dips  steeply  northwestward.  On  the  Biitish 
tunnel  level  it  is  crosscut  about  1,450  feet  from  the  mouth  and  drifted  on  mainly 
westward  for  over  1,000  feet;  on  the  500-foot  level  it  has  been  opened  for  1,250  feet; 
on  the  250  foot  level  (intermediate  and  inaccessible)  for  300  feet;  and  on  the  Hooper 
level  for  about  725  feet.  Continuous  connections,  now  inaccessible,  are  reported 
to  have  been  made  on  this  vein  from  highest  to  lowest  levels,  and  considerable 
stoping  is  indicated  between  the  250-foot  and  British  tunnel  levels.  On  the 
British  tunnel  level  the  vein  ranges  in  thickness  from  very  thin  to  14  fe^t,  and  its 
walls  are  massive  slickensided  monzonite.  At  the  west  face  (October  22,  1900)  a 
width  of  1  foot  was  made  up  of  banded  lead  with  zinc,  iron,  and  calcite  on  the 
upper  portion,  and  crushed  porphyry  at  the  base.  Just  west  of  the  tunnel  in  No.  2 
stope  the  fissure  has  been  stoped  and  shows  a  thickness  of  3  to  5  feet  of  black  gouge, 
which  is  reported  to  carry  high  gold  values.  Rolled  mineralized  fragments  indicate 
secondary  movement  of  postmineral  date.  Immediately  east  of  the  tunnel  the 
vein  shows  a  crushed  and  mineralized  portion  14  feet  wide  which  is  underlain  by 
bleached  pyritized  monzonite,  which  in  turn  gradually  gives  way  below  to  less 
bleached  and  mineralized  monzonite. 

No.  7  lode. — About  375  feet  north  of  the  Last  Chance  vein  the  main  tunnel  cuts 
the  No.  7  vein.     This  strikes  N.  40°  E.  and  dips  steeply  southward.     It  has  been 


278  GEOLOGY    OF    BINGHAM   MIKING    DISTRICT,  UTAH- 

explored  for  only  a  short  distance  laterally  and  overhead.  A  face  exposed  in  a  stope 
above  an  east  crosscut  showed  a  mineralized  zone  8  feet  wide  with  two  main  pay 
streaks;  the  upper,  2J  feet  thick,  exhibits  pyrite,  sphalerite,  black  gouge,  and  some 
galena  arranged  in  bands,  and  the  lower,  8  to  12  inches  thick,  shows  a  zone  of  light 
minerals  lying  on  the  foot  wall.  Separating  these  was  barren  or  slightly  mineralized 
monzonite  cut  by  many  longitudinal  fissures,  which  inclose  crustified  pyrite,  blende, 
and  chalcocite. 

No.  o  lode. — About  425  feet  from  the  mouth  the  tunnel  cuts  No.  5  vein.  This 
strikes  X.  40®  E.  and  dips  northward  at  an  angle  of  45*^.  The  face  of  east  drift  shows 
a  fracture  zone  4  feet  thick,  made  up  in  lower  two-thirds,  of  crushed  monzonite;  in 
upper  third  of  monzonite  impregnated  with  galena,  and  of  a  pay  streak  at  times 
frozen  to  the  hanging.  The  face  of  west  drift  shows  a  breccia  zone  4  feet  thick  with 
mineral  streak  frozen  to  foot  wall. 

Hooper  tunnel, — Unlike  the  occurrence  now  being  exploited  in  British  tunnel, 
the  ore  in  the  Hooper  tunnel,  so  far  as  may  be  judged  from  the  walls  of  large  stopes, 
occurred  as  a  replacement  of  limestone. 

Sequence. — The  geological  history  appears  to  have  been  (1)  fissuring  in  northeast- 
southwest  direction,  (2)  mineralization  of  monzonite  and  limestone  along  these 
fissures,  (3)  secondary  fissuring  in  northeast-southwest  direction,  (4)  subsequent 
secondarj'  mineralization  along  these  planes,  (5)  Tertiary  movement  along  north- 
northwest  planes. 

Ore. — The  ore  bodies  are  in  the  form  of  much  flattened  lenses  of  variable  thick- 
ness which  lie  within  zones  of  fractured  monzonite.  On  the  dip  these  are  reported 
to  have  been  followed  for  several  hundred  feet.  Along  the  strike  they  are  inter- 
mittent, varying  in  thickness  up  to  2i  feet  and  often  pinching  suddenly.  The 
replacement  ores  in  the  limestone  which  have  afforded  the  larger  part  of  the  output 
from  this  property  were  oxidized.  Although  all  the  gold  is  not  saved,  milling  is 
reported  to  have  yielded  very  profitable  results. 

The  present  fissure  ores  yield  gold  and  sulphides  of  lead,  silver,  copper,  iron, 
and  zinc.  The  veins  are  reported  to  differ  in  carry,  the  Last  Chance  vein  yielding 
the  highest  gold  values  and  Nos.  5  and  7  highest  lead,  silver,  and  zinc  values.  It  is 
said  that  in  passing  from  monzonite  into  quartzite  on  the  500-foot  level  the  gold, 
silver,  and  lead  values  fell  and  the  copper  values  rose.  No  sorting  is  attempted:  all 
ore  mined,  which  sometimes  includes  the  entire  width  of  a  fracture  zone,  is  concen- 
trated 7  into  1.  It  Ls  believed  that  4  into  1  will  suffice  later.  Gold,  silver,  lead, 
and  iron  are  saved. 
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GREELEY   TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  on  the  road  from  Last  Chance  to  the  divide  southeast 
(700  feet  S.,  35°  E.)  of  Last  Chance  mill.  It  extends  southward  about  500  feet  in 
monzonite  and  cuts  two  strong  northeast  fractures.  That  at  the  face  of  the  tunnel, 
striking  N.  70°  E.  and  dipping  southeast  at  an  angle  of  88°,  has  been  opened  rather 
extensively  both  along  strike  and  along  dip.  It  is  a  normal  fissure  vein  in  monzo- 
nite and  yields  lead-silver  ore  high  in  zinc. 

MOUNTAIN   GEM   TUNNELS. 

These  workings  lie  next  to  the  Greeley,  about  400  feet  east-northeast  on  the 
same  road,  and  comprise  three  short  tunnels  driven  southward.  The  lowest  cuts 
three  sills  in  quartzite.  The  middle  is  in  siliceous  limestone,  and  the  highest  pen- 
etrates 30  feet  into  barren  crystalline  Umestone  under  monzonite.  At  time  of  visit 
ore  was  being  shipped  from  the  middle  tunnel,  where  it  occurs  immediately  under 
the  grass  roots  as  an  oxidized  lead  carbonate  resembling  loose  sand.  This  is  reported 
to  yield  good  values.  A  small  ens  of  ore  appeared  to  be  nearly  exhausted,  and 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  lies  in  a  horse  of  limestone  it  could  not  continue  to  any 
great  extent. 

AMERICAN   TUNNEL. 

This  property  is  situated  southeast  of  the  500-foot  and  Hooper  levels  of  Last 
Chance  mine.  It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit,  but  was  reported  to  be  in  an  intrusive 
mass. 

NAST   MINE. 

Situation  and  development, — The  Nast  mine  is  situated  in  Muddy  Fork,  2,500 
feet  above  Carr  Fork,  between  the  Last  Chance  on  the  south  and  the  Stewart  on 
the  north.  It  is  located  on  northeast-southwest  fissure  veins  in  intrusives,  and  is 
operated  through  two  tunnels,  the  Nast  and  the  Benton.  These  are  reported  to 
extend  southwestward  2,600  and  1,600  feet,  respectively,  but  at  time  of  visit  were 
accessible  for  only  1,200  and  950  feet,  respectively.  They  Ue  entirely  n  igneous 
rock,  so  far  as  seen,  excepting  two  short  stretches  of  quartzite  and  two  small  lime- 
stone horses  in  the  Nast.  It  is  intricately  dissected  by  fractures  and  joint  planes, 
which  show  mineralization  in  varying  degrees.  The  two  fracture  zones  which  have 
been  most  extensively  opened  on  the  Nast  level  are  known  as  the  ''Nast' '  and  the 
'  'Ferguson ' '  veins. 

ya^t  vein, — The  Nast  vein  is  cut  900  feet  from  mouth  of  Nast  tunnel  and  is 
reported  to  have  been  opened  southwestward  for  1 ,700  feet.  It  strikes  southwestward 
and  increases  in  dip  from  75°  NW.  at  intersection  with  the  tunnel  to  90° 
NW.  300  feet  west  of  that  point.     In  the  northeastern  400  feet,  which  was  all 
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that  was  accessible  at  time  of  visit,  it  consists  of  two  adjoining  zones  of  fracturing 
and  alteration,  each  about  2  feet  in  thickness,  and  at  one  point  they  contracted 
to  a  single  barren  zone  of  breccia  6  inches  in  width.  This  vein  was  worked  many 
years  ago,  and  was  abandoned  afier  it  had  been  stoped  out  above  this  level  and 
run  into  zinciferous  ore  at  the  west.  Present  exposures  show  galena,  pyrite,  zinc 
and  quartz  at  the  core. 

Fergusmi  vein, — The  Ferguson  vein  lies  15  to  20  feet  northwest  of  the  Xast 
vein,  trends  N.  45°  E.,  slightly  toward  it  to  the  west,  and  dips  45°  to  60°  SE.  It 
is  a  fissure  zone,  3  to  9  feet  wide,  of  strongly  brecciated  monzonite,  which  includes 
pay  streaks  of  first-class  ore  from  1  to  10  inches  in  width.  The  walls  show  evidence 
of  strong  movement  and  the  true  wall  is  sometimes  hidden  locally  behind  one  lo 
four  false  walls  formed  of  monzonite  lenses  which  cover  p)Ockets  or  lenticular 
chambers  in  the  true  wall.  The  ore  bodies  are  lenticular  seams  in  the  fracture 
zone,  which  vary  in  thickness  locally  and  exhibit  crustified  structure.  They  are 
not  restricted  to  either  wall,  but  often  cross  from  one  to  the  other,  fork,  and  some- 
times terminate  on  headers.  The  ore  carries  lead,  gold,  silver,  pyrite  and  a  little 
zinc.  Assays  which  indicate  a  similarity  of  ore  in  quality  and  values  throughout 
the  mine  are  reported  to  give  lead,  45  to  55  per  cent,  never  below  45;  gold,  $4  to 
t5;  silver,  20  to  30  ounces,  and  slight  copper.  Shipments  during  the  past  season 
have  been  made  up  entirely  of  ore  taken  from  this  vein. 

Benton  level. — On  the  upper  level  a  fissure  vein  similar  to  those  described  above 
has  been  explored  for  1,300  feet  and  stoped  both  above  and  below.  It  trends 
parallel  to  the  Xast  and  Ferguson  veins,  but  shows  a  dip  ranging  from  southeast 
through  verticality  to  northeast.  North  of  this  vein  another  has  been  opened 
through  crosscuts,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  a  fracture  zone  inclosing  two 
seams  of  copper  ore  (pyrite  and  chalcopyrite)  has  been  opened.  The  bulk  of  the 
ore  from  this  level  has  been  carbonate  and  sulphide  of  lead. 

Relation  of  veins. — In  view  of  the  converging  (downward)  dips,  and  also  con- 
verging strikes  of  the  Nast  and  Ferguson  veins,  and  of  the  character  of  the  wal  s 
of  the  Nast  vein,  and  the  trend  of  the  Ferguson,  it  appears  probable  that  these 
unite  both  in  strike  and  in  dip.  The  Ferguson  would  thus  be  a  spur  from  the  Nas:. 
Owing  to  lack  of  connections  and  to  variability  of  dips,  the  relations  of  these  veins 
with  those  on  the  Benton  level  are  not  sett  ed.  Certain  operators  claim  that  the 
Benton  and  Nast  are  the  same,  and  others  that  the  Benton  and  Ferguson  are  the 
same. 

General  summary. — Copper  and  iron  values  vary  together  and  are  reported  to 
fall  off  in  depth  and  toward  the  north.  Zinc  is  less  common  in  the  Ferguson  than 
in  the  Nast  and  the  underlying  vein  called  the  Bergmann.  Postmineral  movement 
is  proved  by  the  presence  of  headers  which  offset  ore,  as  seen  in  the  Ferguson  stope 
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and  face  of  Bergmann  drift,  also  by  presence  of  polished  mineral  on  s.ickensided 
planes. 

In  brief,  the  history  exhibited  in  this  property  appears  to  be:  A  quartzite 
country  suffered  extensive  intrusion  by  monzonite,  which  was  afterwards  fractured 
along  a  series  of  northeast-southwest  planes  in  a  zone  ranging  from  3  to  14  feet  in 
thickness,  and  the  material  thus  brecciated  was  then  mineralized  with  galena, 
pyrite,  and  sphalerite  in  flat  lenses  parallel  to  the  planes  of  the  fissures;  finally, 
those  pay  streaks  have  suffered  slight  faulting  on  planes  transverse  to  their  strike. 

BURNING    MOSCOW    MINE. 

This  mine  is  situated  in  the  southwest  slope  of  Muddy  Fork,  about  225  feet 
above  the  Nast  mine.  It  was  not  open  for  study  at  time  of  visit.  The  following 
points  were  learned  from  leasers  who  are  now  operating  the  property  and  from 
observations  on  the  surface: 

The  workings  are  on  a  fissure  vein  (strike  northeast-southwest,  dip  40°  to  50° 
SE.,  width  of  vein  2  to  7  feet)  which  cuts  intrusives  and  follows  the  lower 
contact  of  limestone  with  monzonite.  The  ore  is  a  lead  carbonate  in  the  upper 
stopes  and  a  lead  sulphide  below.  It  is  sorted  into  three  classes:  First-class 
sulphides  and  carbonates  of  lead;  second-class  lead  sulphide,  mainly  from  limestone; 
and  composite  milling  ore.  Iron  is  said  to  run  higher  in  monzonite  than  in  lime- 
stone and  lead  to  increase  in  Umestone. 

BOSTON  CONSOLIDATED  GROUP. 

Situation. — The  Boston  Consolidated  group  embraces  an  extensive  tract  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  Muddy  Fork,  lying  east  and  north  of  the  Last  Chance 
properties  and  extending  eastward  across  the  head  of  Ross  Fork  on  the  main 
divide  and  into  the  monzonite  area  of  Copper  Center  Gulch. 

History.^ — The  Boston  Consolidated  Mining  Company  owns  the  following 
claims:  Stewart,  Stewart  No.  2,  Phoenix,  Bulldozer,  Peabody,  Edison,  Ingersoll, 
Chicago  Fire,  Venus,  iEtna^B,  the  Jubilee  groups,  and  the  Copper  Center  group, 
making  a  total  of  51  claims,  covering  350  acres.  The  Stewart,  surveyed  for 
patent  August,  1878,  was  prospected  and  gold  ore  was  found  in  promising  quan- 
tities in  1879.  A  20-stamp  mUl  was  erected  in  1882  and  about  50  tons  a  day 
were  reduced.  No  data  are  available  to  show  total  record,  but  the  best  monthly 
record  was  $29,800  profits. 

n  The  main  facts  embodied  in  the  hiatorical  sketch  were  supplied  and  courteous  assistance  during  the  Qeld  season  was  ren- 
dered by  Messrs.  R.  J.  Coleman,  manager,  and  M.  ili.  Johnson,  surveyor.  For  a  brief  statement  on  important  recent  devel- 
opments on  this  property  see  Addendum,  p.  381. 
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The  Stewart  No.  2  reduced  25  tons  a  day  in  a  10-stamp  mill.  There  was  such  a 
high  loss  on  these  siliceous  gold  ores  that  they  were  neglected.  Developments 
showed  oxidized  ore  changing  in  strike  and  dip  to  sulphide  ore  carrying  copper, 
gold,  and  silver.  These  were  avoided  at  that  period  because  no  appreciable  saving 
could  be  made  by  the  free-milling  process.  Later  an  attempt  was  made  to  work 
the  oxidized  ore  left  in  the  mine  by  amalgamation.  The  saving  by  this  process  is 
said  not  to  have  exceeded  50  per  cent  gold,  and  no  better  results  were  obtained  by 
cyaniding.  No  attempt  was  made  to  combine  the  two  methods.  These  operations 
covered  the  period  between  1879  and  1894. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  the  mill  was  burned,  and  from  that  time  to  the  summer  of 
1897  the  property  was  idle.  In  1897  the  above  consolidation  was  effected.  Explora- 
tion has  since  been  conducted  on  the  Stewart  group  ^ith  a  view  to  opening  the 
shoots  of  sulphide  copper  ore  at  a  depth  on  its  continuation  on  the  dip  from  the 
oxidized  surface  gold  ores. 

On  the  Copper  Center  group  extensive  development  h^  been  carried  on  to 
determine  the  practicability  of  working  the  porphyry  on  a  large  scale  for  copper. 
Detailed  sampling  and  thorough  miUing  experiments  have  been  conducted  upon 
this  porphyry.  The  results  obtained  in  seven  mill  runs  on  this  ore,  as  indicated 
by  averages  kindly  supplied  by  the  company,  are  as  given  below: 

A  total  of  271,614  dry  tons  of  crude  ore  was  reduced  to  12,197  dry  tons  of 
concentrates,  a  ratio  of  22.3  into  1.  The  average  copper  content  of  the  ore  amoimt- 
ing  to  1.31  per  cent  was  thus  brought  up  to  21.7  per  cent  in  the  concentrates.  Thus 
an  average  loss  of  copper  in  the  tailings  of  0.342  per  cent  indicates  a  percentage 
of  extraction  amounting  to  74  per  cent.  An  additional  gold  and  silver  recovery 
of  $0,175  per  ton  makes  the  total  gold,  silver,  and  copper  values  saved  per  ton 
(copper  at  15  cents)  $3.10.  Further,  the  table  of  results  states  that  the  concentrates 
carried  an  average  of  18.35  per  cent  iron  and  26  per  cent  silica.  The  company 
has  not  undertaken  regular  shipping. 

Development. — In  addition  to  the  exploration  of  the  intrusive  which  has  been 
described  under  Copper  Center  Gulch  (p.  238),  development  has  been  conducted 
on  the  Stewart  and  the  Stewart  No.  2,  which  in  turn  include  the  Armstrong, 
Phoenix,  Bulldozer,  Campbell,  Edison,  Peabody,  and  Ingersoll  tunnels.  These 
have  been  driven  to  explore  or  operate  ore  bodies  in  limestone.  The  area  is 
characterized  by  quartzite,  and  includes  Umestone  bodies  which  dip  westward  and 
are  cut  by  faults,  massive  dikes,  or  dike  sills.  The  structure  is  so  intensely 
deformed,  however,  that  it,  as  well  as  the  relations  of  the  Umestone  members 
isolated  by  the  deformation,  may  be  understood  best  after  a  consideration  of  the 
several  workings.     The  workings  will  be  described  separately. 
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IN0ER80LL   MINE. 


The  Ingersoll  is  at  the  head  of  Ross  Fork,  on  the  southern  side.  Its  workings 
comprise  a  main  tunnel  driven  westward  about  850  feet,  connections  with  an  upper 
tunnel,  a  winze  below'  the  main  tunnel,  and  various  crosscuts.  They  penetrated 
quartzite  and  a  small  body  of  limestone  which  dips  northward  and  which  appears 
to  constitute  an  isolated  triangular  fault  block  which  is  limited  by  movement  planes 
trending  N.  25®  E.,  N.  25®  W,,  N.  75®  W.,  and  is  surrounded  by  quartzite.  In  its 
northern  portion  is  a  body  of  sulphide  ore  which  has  been  oxidized  above  and 
which  lies  between  a  barren  limestone  foot  wall  on  the  south  and  truncating  fault 
planes  that  converge  from  the  northeast  and  northwest.  Faulting  occurred  subse- 
quent to  the  intrusion  of  a  thin  sill,  as  well  as  to  the  period  of  ore  deposition.  The 
ore  is  essentially  a  copper-iron  ore  composed  of  pyrite,  chalcopyrite,  and  some 
chalcocite.  ^ 


PHOENIX   MINE. 


This  is  situated  on  the  east  slope  of  Muddy  Fork,  about  600  feet  N.  70®  E.  from 
the  Last  Chance  mill.  A  tunnel  driven  southeastward  for  about  500  feet  passes 
through  an  intrusive  for  275  feet  into  limestone.  Raises  and  a  winze  prove  the 
extent  of  the  limestone  on  its  northward  dip.  Lying  within  this,  upon  a  barren 
foot  wall  of  crystalline  limestone,  is  a  small  shoot  of  copper-sulphide  ore.  In  a 
country  to  the  northeast,  characterized  by  complex  Assuring,  faulting,  and  crushing, 
lead  and  copper  sulphides  occur  in  a  fractured  state.  A  strong,  vertical  northeast 
fissure  has  been  stoped  up  through  the  lead  sulphide  into  the  oxidized  zone  to  an 
overlying  body  of  rich  lead  carbonates.  This  body  apparently  formed  on  the 
limestone  adjacent  to  the  fissure. 


BULLDOZER  TUNNEL. 


This  tunnel  is  situated  in  the  same  slope  80  feet  above  the  Phoenix.  It  extends 
somewhat  over  300  feet  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  and  is  there  connected  ^\4th 
the  Phoenix  by  an  inclined  shaft.  It  lies  in  oxidized,  cherty  limestone  except  at 
the  northwest,  where  it  passes  into  the  hanging  wall  quartzite.  No  important 
shoot  has  been  encountered,  although  most  of  the  limestone  exhibits  some  mineral- 
ization. Leasers  are  now  at  work  endeavoring  to  catch  the  upward  extension  of 
the  rich  carbonate  body  from  the  Phoenix. 


STEWART  MINE. 


The  east  sloi>e  of  Muddy  Fork,  just  north  of  the  Phoenix,  is  gashed  by  a  gaping 
fissure  and  a  large  open  cut  below.  It  lies  in  an  isolated  body  of  crj^stalline  lime- 
stone which  was  so  thoroughly  worked  out  that  it  caved  in  and  led  to  the  present 
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topography.     The  old  Stewart  workings  in  the  Hmestone  were  driven  in  the  late 
seventies  and  early  eighties  to  exploit  a  body  of  oxidized  ore. 

*^This  body  appeared  to  lie  between  quartzite  walls  (strongly  stained  with 
iron  oxide  near  the  ore)  with  a  dip  northwest  30°.  Its  size  was  unknown.  Develop- 
ments showed  its  greatest  dimensions  to  be  from  50  to  200  feet  wide,  300  feet  deep, 
and  400  feet  long.  The  ore  is  a  very  porous  quartzite  with  bodies  of  fine  quartz 
crystals.  The  whole  mass  is  permeated  by  cJay  and  is  strongly  stained  by  oxide 
of  iron,  which  gives  it  a  brownish-red  color.  About  three-quarters  of  the  ore  is  soft 
and  fine,  being  only  held  in  place  near  the  drifts  by  the  clay  contained  in  it.  Occa- 
sionally there  are  seams  of  silky  talcose  clay,  from  a  half  inch  to  3  inches  wide. 
This  generally  assayed  from  $50  to  $100  in  gold.  ...  In  one  spot  water  is 
found,  with  some  galena,  pyrites,  and  blende  ore;  but  the  dry  workings  extend 
below  this.  The  mine  was  developed  by  several  tunnels  from  which  many  drifts, 
crosscuts,  and  winzes  have  been  driven  in  exploring  the  body."^ 

The  occurrence  of  sulphide  ore,  which  Mr.  Huntley  states  was  found  at  one  point, 
was  at  that  time  considered  an  unfavorable  indication  and  was  concealed.  Since 
the  stopes  on  the  oxidized  gold  ores  and  silicified  limestone  caved  in  these  same 
neglected  sulphide  ores  have  been  the  object  of  a  large  amount  of  expensive  tunnel- 
ing. Thus  many  tunnels,  including  the  Armstrong,  Campbell,  Edison,  Peabody, 
and  Pitt  have  been  driven  into  the  slope  below  with  a  view  to  discovering  the  down- 
ward extension  of  the  reported  body  of  oxidized  gold  ore.  At  the  time  of  visit, 
however,  the  extensive  exploration  had  not  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  any  con- 
siderable thickness  of  limestone,  nor  large  shoots  of  sulphide  ore,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  brief  descriptions  which  follow. 

Edison  tunnel, — The  Edison  tunnel  is  driven  south-eastward  from  a  point 
about  100  feet  above  the  road  and  just  below  the  open  cut.  Entering  in  quartzite, 
it  cuts  through  about  60  feet  of  cherty  limestone,  dipping  northwest  at  an  angle  of 
53°,  and  continues  in  the  quartzite  foot  wall.  A  strong  northeast  fissure  near  the 
foot-wall  contact  has  been  followed  to  the  surface.  The  limestone  thus  cut  and 
explored  in  crosscuts  showed  at  one  locality  immediately  below  the  great  open 
cut  sulphide  ore  at  the  base  and  oxidized  ore  above,  but  no  heavy  ore  body. 

Peabody  tunnel, — This  tunnel  extends  from  a  point  just  north  of  the  Edison, 
at  a  slightly  lower  level,  in  a  southeast  direction  for  over  800  feet.  It  is  in 
quartzite  except  at  two  places.  At  one  of  these  it  cuts  a  calcareous  quartzite,  at 
the  other  a  small  tliickness  of  barren  limestone.  Mineralization  is  in  the  form  of 
pyrite,  which  fills  numerous  northeast-southwest  fissures. 

«  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  417 
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Campbell  tunnel, — The  Campbell  tunnel  is  located  below  the  Edison,  at  the  road 
level,  and  extends  southwestward  about  1,100  feet,  with  several  short  crosscuts  and 
an  inclined  winze  down  to  the  Armstrong  tunnel.  At  a  distance  of  500  feet  from  its 
mouth  the  tunnel  cuts  a  thin  limestone  dipping  steeply  northward.  The  inner  175 
feet  of  the  tunnel  are  in  poiphyrj-.  The  rest  is  in  quartzite,  which  dips  northward. 
This  composite  country  rock  is  cut  by  northeast  fissures  which  carry  some  mineral, 
and  from  a  fissure  which  extends  along  the  porphyry-quartzite  contact  some  black 
copper  sulphide  has  been  mined. 

Armstrong  tunnel. — The  Armstrong  is  the  lowest  and  most  northern  of  these 
tunnels  and  lies  at  the  road  level  about  450  feet  north  of  the  Campbell  and  400  feet 
north-northwest  of  the  Edison.  It  extends  directly  southwestward  for  over  1,200 
feet  and  has  several  laterals  and  an  inclined  raise  up  to  the  Campbell. 

The  quartzite  country  rock  has  been  cut  in  the  outer  halt  of  the  tunnel  by  a 
dike  30  to  40  feet  thick,  by  a  second  and  narrower  dike,  and  by  a  sill  4  feet  thick,  while 
the  inner  300  feet  is  in  a  dike  which  trends  nearly  east  and  west  and  inclines  steeply 
northward  under  quartzite.  About  475  feet  from  the  mouth  the  tunnel  cuts  a  bed 
of  limestone  which  is  about  30  feet  thick,  strikes  N.  SO""  W.  and  dips  40°  to  60°  N. 
Drifts  and  crosscuts  prove  this  to  be  faulted  on  both  east  and  west.  In  the  eastern 
fault  the  east  side  has  been  dropped  for  a  few^  feet;  in  the  western  the  nature  of 
faulting  is  unproved.  In  the  east  drift  pyrite  is  seen  to  have  made  up  through  the 
fissures  in  the  foot,  and  filled  seams  and  pockets  in  the  quartzite,  just  beneath  the 
limestone,  with  crystalline  masses.  The  foot-wall  contact  is  well  pyritized  wherever 
exposed;  especially  along  the  western  fault  plane.  Pyrite  also  fills  many  northeast 
fissures  in  the  intrusives  and  in  quartzite  alike,  but  no  ore  body  of  economic  import- 
ance has  been  discovered. 

COTTONWOOD   GULCH. 

The  area  of  Cottonwood  Gulch  embraces  a  transition  zone  from  the  region  south 
to  that  north.  The  southern  area  is  characterized  by  a  few  massive  limestones  inter- 
calated in  quartzite  and  cut  by  irregular  intrusive  bodies.  The  northern  area  is 
characterized  by  a  great  thickness  of  quartzites — which  include  thin,  blue  lime- 
stones; gray,  argillaceous  limestones  or  calcareous  sandstones;  and  calcareous 
quartzites — and  by  the  absence  of  thick,  massive  limestones  and  intrusives. 

The  beds  are  the  western  extension  of  those  overlying  the  Bingham  laccolith. 
They  strike  nearly  due  west  and  dip  northward  at  angles  ranging  from  30°  to  75®. 
They  are  cut  by  several  strong  fissures  trending  N.  40°  to  60°  W.  and  by  a  few  trend- 
ing north-south  and  northeast-southwest. 

The  lithological  transition  noted  above  is  accompanied  by  an  accordant  change 
in  the  ore  occurrence.     It  is  still  true  that  the  ore  bodies  occur  along  fissures  in 
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quartzite  or  adjacent  to  them  on  limestones;  but  in  the  absence  of  thick,  massive 
limestones  large  replacement  bodies  are  not  found  and  fissure  ores  increase  in  relative 
importance. 

The  properties  will  be  considered  in  the  following  order:  Petro,  Venice,  Sus- 
quehanna No.  2,  May  Queen,  Coromandel,  Chandler,  and  Jersey  Blue. 

PETRO    MINE. 

Situation, — The  Petro  mine  is  situated  near  the  head  of  Cottonwood  Gulch,  at 
the  end  of  the  carriage  road.  It  is  located  on  a  northeast  bedded  vein  at  its  inter- 
section with  a  strong  northwest-southeast  fracture  and  fault  zone. 

Development. — Exploitation  is  conducted  through  a  tunnel  driven  southward 
from  Cottonwood  Gulch  to  the  "bedded  vein.'  ^  From  there  a  drift  extends  north- 
westward on  the  * '  vein, ' '  and  this  is  connected  by  inclined  shafts  with  upper  drifts 
at  four  levels. 

Geology. — The  country  rock  is  normal  quartzite  which  incloses  calcareous 
members.  One  of  these  is  at  certain  points  a  mottled  crystalline  limestone.  The 
strike  averages  about  N.  60*^  W.  and  the  dip  northward  at  angles  ranging  from 
30^  to  40°. 

Deformation. — Planes  of  movement  cut  the  country  rock  approximately  coin- 
cident with  the  bedding.  One  of  these,  in  association  with  the  mottled  limestone, 
constitutes  the  *' bedded  vein."  This  is  probably  the  same  as  the  York  ''bedded 
vein  ^ '  and  may  be  traced  from  its  outcrop  in  Carr  Fork  down  the  Petro  incline  on 
a  north-northeast  dip  of  30°  to  40°  to  the  level  at  which  Petro  tunnel  strikes  it  from 
Cottonwood  Canyon.  At  that  point  it  is  a  bed  of  gray,  calcareous  gouge,  1  to  4  feet 
in  thickness,  which  lies  between  slickensided  quartzite  walls  and  either  incloses  or 
overlies  a  calcareous  member.  This  calcareous  member  varies  from  white,  calcare- 
ous quartzite  to  a  gray,  impure  limestone  and  a  mottled,  crystalline  limestone. 
Strong  fissures  trending  N.  50°  to  60°  W.  and  dipping  steeply  southwest  and  minor 
slip  planes  trending  northerly  cut  this  ''bedded  vein.''  Faulting  has  taken  place 
on  all  these  later  series.  In  the  former  it  is  strongest  and  exhibits  maximum  varia- 
tion ;  in  the  latter,  2  feet  of  downthrow  to  the  west  is  most  common,  though  a  12-foot 
upthrow  to  the  west  may  be  seen  in  No.  3  incline. 

The  most  important  deformation  in  this  mine  has  taken  place  along  a  strong 
northwest  fissure,  which  is  shown,  on  levels  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4  and  in  Petro 
incline,  to  fault  the  "bedded  vein."  In  general  the  displacement  along  this  fault 
has  been  differential;  that  is,  the  movements  on  either  side  of  the  fault  have  not 
been  equal  at  all  points  on  that  side,  but  the  movement  on  each  side  of  the  fault 
plane  has  been  reversed — that  is,  it  has  extended  in  opposite  directions  away  from 
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the  pivotal  point.  Thus,  at  the  pivotal  point,  on  No.  2  level,  between  raises  I  and 
2  there  is  no  offset;  northwestward  the  southwest  side  is  depressed  relative  to 
northwest  side  2, 4,  6,  and,  finally,  20  feet;  southwestward  the  same  side  (southwest) 
is  elevated  4  feet  and  the  elevation  increases  to  12  at  next  connection,  and  then 
decreases  to  4  feet  or  less.  The  main  movement  is  obscured  at  certain  points  by 
that  of  wedge-shaped  fault  blocks  in  the  fault  zone,  as  at  the  head  of  No.  3  raise. 

Ore. — The  ore  occurs  either  on  the  "bedded  vein''  bordering  the  fissure  or  in 
the  fissure.  It  made  from  the  fissure  out  into  the  bed  in  the  form  of  a  half  lens. 
The  section  of  the  body  as  shown  on  the  fissure  is  an  eUipse  4  to  6  feet  high  and 
elongated  along  the  fissure.  The  body  thins  rapidly  in  a  direction  transverse  to 
the  fissure,  and  it  appears  to  have  made  largely,  if  not  solely,  upon  the  upthrown  side 
of  the  fault  and  to  cross  the  fissure  at  the  pivotal  point  where  the  upthrow  reverses. 
One  exception  to  this  usual  habit  was  seen,  however,  for  in  the  trough  formed  by  the 
down-faulting  of  the  '  ^  bedded  vein,' '  under  the  main  incline,  an  extensive  lens  of 
ore  made  in  the  downthrown  end  of  the  bed.  The  position  of  the  ore  bodies  in  the 
bed  shows  them  to  have  originated  by  replacement,  for  where  marble  appeared, 
or  especially  calcareous  quartzite  or  gouge,  ore  occurs,  but  where  the  bed  becomes 
sihceous  or  the  quartzite  walls  are  closed  with  only  slightly  calcareous  gouge,  the 
"bedded  vein"  is  barren. 

Character  of  ore. — The  main  content  of  the  ore  is  lead,  with  some  gold-silver 
values.     No  copper  is  saved.     Zinc  is  rarely  found. 

Summary  of  geological  history. — ^The  sequence  of  events  appears  to  have  been: 
(1)  Slipping  on  bedding  and  formation  of  "bedded  vein;"  (2)  northwest-southeast 
fissuring;  (3)  mineralization;  (4)  secondary  movement  on  northwest  fissures;  (5) 
secondary  (?)  mineralization. 

VENICE   TUNNELS. 

The  Venice  tunnels  are  situated  on  a  trail  from  the  York  and  Petro  road  in 
Carr  Fork  at  the  extreme  head  of  Cottonwood  Gulch  at  the  crest  of  the  main  divide. 
The  country  rock  is  made  up  of  quartzites  and  of  gray,  impure,  argillaceous  lime- 
stone.    It  strikes  N.  70°  W.  and  dips  20°  northerly. 

The  upper  tunnel  follows  the  contact  between  the  impure  Umestone  foot  wall 
and  the  quartzite  hanging  wall  northwestward  for  150  feet.  Small,  lenticular 
seams  of  lead  ore  occur  on  the  contact.  About  20  feet  below,  a  tunnel  follows  a 
contact  of  the  same  character,  apparently  the  same  one,  to  the  north-northwest 
for  over  300  feet.  Two  inclines  have  been  sunk  on  the  vein.  The  limestone  is  a 
thin  bed  between  quartzites  and  carries  seams  of  galena. 


ThiB  runnel  lii»8  .^Am«»whAt;  ov*»r  I<)*)  feet  below  rhe  Venice  tunneia.  It  extentla 
nearly  rftie  west  aho^it  ^100  feet  throu^  cmsherl  quArtzite  and  hiack.  ^iceoiw 
limestone  int^  qimrtzite.     Xo  minerml  Ls  :^hown. 

Northeartt  of  rhe^e  runnels,  on  the  north  slope  of  the  heiui  of  Cottonwood 
Oiileh  and  north  of  the  Petro.  are  many  workings.  inrludin«r  shafts,  inclines,  and 
tunnels.  The«e  have  |->een  driven  for  the  moot  part  on  fissures  which  cut  gray, 
calcareous  ^^nds tones  and  quartzites.  The  May  Queen.  SOO  feet  north  ot  the 
Petro.  is  perhaps  the  l'>est  known  of  these  pr<:)«pect.s. 

The  f'oromandel  tunnel  enters  the  .^Hithem  slope  of  main  Cottonwood  Gulch 
5fX)  feet  N.  ^2^^  K.  of  the  Petro  tunnel.  It  is  the  extension  of  the  Phoenix  mine 
from  f 'arr  Fork  to  Cottonwood  f iulch  and  Ls  treated  under  that  propertT  » p.  274. ) 

frHANDLER   TI'-V.VEL. 

This  tunnel  lies  in  the  iv>uth  slope  of  f>>tlonwood  Gulch,  about  1,600  feet  above 
it«  jimct.jon  with  f  *arr  Fork.  Ft  extends  sf>utherly  over  500  feet  on  a  series  of  strong 
fissures  in  quartzite.     No  mineral  was  observed  at  time  of  visit. 

JERSET    BLUE   MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  in  Cottonwood  Gulch  next  southeast  of  the  Chandler, 
between  it  and  Carr  Fork,  It  follows  a  strong  vertical  fissure  X.  20°  E.  over  850 
feet  throu^  f|uart;sjte  and  a  calcareoas  bed.  Mineralized  cross  fissures,  which 
trend  east  and  west,  have  been  opened  by  short  drifts.  The  walls  of  both  main 
and  lateral  fissures  show  lenticular  Inxlies  of  ferruginous  copper  sulphides,  but  no 
lead  was  visible.  The  calcareous  memf>er,  judging  from  stopes,  appears  to  have 
been  the  seat  of  the  major  part  of  the  mineralization.  Mineral  waters  are  heavily 
colored  by  copf>er.  In  1SS0  this  property  was  reported  to  be  actively  worked  on 
a  vein,  varying  form  20  inches  to  5  feet  in  width,  which  carried  ore  assaying  90  ounces 
silver,  40  per  c^^nt  lea<l,  and  was  credited  with  a  total  output  valued  at  tl6,000. 
The  proi>erty  was  not  wfirked  at  time  of  visit,  and  the  upper  tunnel,  apparently 
driven  on  the  fissure  and  c^onnected  with  the  working  tunnel  below,  was  caved. 

DIXON  OULCH. 

Dixon  Gulch  lies  along  the  strike  of  a  serie^s  of  quartzites  and  intercalated,  gray, 
calcareous  sandstones.  The  beds  strike  nearly  east-west  and  dip  northward. 
They  are  much  brecriated,  particularly  on  the  spur  to  the  north  and  west.  The 
gray  sandstones  carry  a  sparse  faima. 
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U-AXD-I   MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Dixon  Gulch,  on  a  northeast  fissure 
which  cuts  quartzite  and  an  interbedded  black,  calcareous  sandstone.  It  is  operated 
through  a  tunnel  which  enters  north  of  the  gulch,  passes  southward  under  it,  and 
is  connected  with  workings  about  75  feet  above  by  an  inclined  raise  and  stopes. 
A  third  tunnel  is  being  driven  about  400  feet  nearer  the  moutb  of  the  gulch,  with  a 
view,  it  is  reported,  to  tapping  the  vein  at  a  greater  depth. 

The  contact  of  the  black  calcareous  shale  with  the  quartzite  is  a  plane  of 
movement  which  is  not  mineralized,  so  far  as  seen.  It  is  faulted  on  a  vertical 
fissure  trending  N.  20°  E.,  and  the  offset  on  the  lower  level  is  40  to  50  feet  north 
on  the  east  side.     Postmineral  movement  occurred  on  the  main  fissure. 

The  fault  fissure  has  been  opened  about' 150  feet  on  the  upper  level,  over  500 
feet  on  the  lower,  and  also  between  these  two  levels.  It  carries  pyrite,  galena,  and 
some  chalcocite.  Stopes  between  the  two  levels  indicate  the  removal  of  con- 
siderable ore. 

MARKHAM  GULCH. 

Markham  Gulch  traverses  a  great  series  of  quartzites  and  interbedded  calca- 
reous sandstones  in  an  east-west  direction  and  exposes  them  in  typical  develop- 
ment. Varieties  of  quartzite  at  the  head  of  the  gulch  vary  from  the  m^sive  brown 
facies  to  gray  and  pink  types,  and  some  exhibit  banded  structure.  Brown  sand- 
stones, gray,  calcareous  sandstones,  and  siliceous,  muddy  limestones  increase  to 
the 'eastward  and  downward  in  the  series,  both  in  number  and  in  thickness.  Tlie 
calcareous  members  on  the  main  divide  are  few,  but  at  the  mouth  of  the  gulch, 
as  may  be  seen  on  its  south  wall  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Erie,  they  have  increased 
until  tliey  are  about  equal  to  the  quartzites.  The  strike  changes  from  nearly  due 
east-west  on  the  main  divide  to  a  northeast-southwest  direction  near  the  mouth 
and  the  dip,  as  it  swings  from  a  gentle  northward  one  below  the  Montezuma  to  a 
westward  one  near  the  mouth,  exhibits  many  minor  undulations.  It  is  this  heavy 
series  of  quartzites  and  impure  limestones  that,  swinging  northeastward  across 
Markham  and  Freeman  gulches,  form  the  precipitous  bluffs  northwest  of  the 
canyon  over  Bingham  village. 

The  ore  bodies  in  this  region  occur  mainly  in  connection  with  fissures.  These 
fissures  either  coincide  roughly  with  the  bedding  or  stand  nearly  vertical  and  cut 
the  bedding  at  oblique  angles.  The  ore  makes  in  irregular  shoots  on  the  fissures, 
in  swollen  protuberances  from  the  fissures  into  the  calcareous  beds,  or  as  indefijiitely 
limited  and  sparsely  mineralized  beds  in  the  impure  limestones.  Thus,  in  the 
absence  of  thick  limestones  and  in  the  presence  of  quartzites,  fissure  bodies  pre- 
dominate. The  properties  of  this  region  will  be  treated  in  the  following  order: 
Montezuma,  Rosa,  Sweden,  Harrison,  Hoogley,  Alforata,  Vespasian,  Mary  Emma, 
Liberal,  Ben  Butler,  Erie,  Navajo,  Amazon,  Julia  Dean,  and  Red  Wing  group 
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JfOVTEZTMA    MINX. 

'*     ■  — Ttt*  if  r.->r:r.'.A  Tim**  is  -^iruatM  in  the  north  i^lope  of  Markhani 

.     -       :;;♦    ',^'  X**-    .r  Bingham  fanvon.     It  Ls  on  a  northpa<T-^«.iir:^.\v»»sr 

■-    -..^i'i>»>  ;i'*»3L'.7  Trirh  th<*  contact  of  quartzitp  ami  ovf^rlying  iinpure 

■f^'-"      Z-rrwrA-it-.c  has  pn  >o<HHleH  by  means  of  a  tunnei  whim  exieniL? 

»  •-''■.      r    '--•r  "•    rWr  hy  upraL^es  ■i)np  of  which  extends  t«)  the  warfare 

■-":'-    icrw^r  >v-ms    ^nd   by  incline  below  the  main  level.     At   present 

-r'     5    '•^Ji;^    iuvfTM    to  fiillowing  the    vein    do^Tiward.  and  two  li^wer 

•  ■   ::-H"r:i»itiar«»  ^tc«jp«5i.  are  operated  by  mean.s  of  a  shaft  104  feet  in  depth. 

"  ■'     -  "*:e  -.^imcry  n>rk  varies  from  true  quartzite  to  calcareous  quartzite 

r    .  tttal-^.'^is  iniesOMie:  outcrops  show  the  impure  limestone  or  calcareou:^ 

-^     :^-^:i:ini:  ^.ta  quartzitea.     These  dip  to  the  north-northwest  at  angles 

..-    «.>  «o-.  and  juike  northeastward,  apparently  on  the  eastern  limb 

-   -    *     -  •f'r^ai'mriiiir.  cmahiniz:.  and  fissurin^  occurrwi  extensively.     The 

^     ."iw.   'he  AHras  of  the  ore.  Ls  roughly,  but  ni>t  exactly,  coincident 

•^  v..'.:2C      ^  aiiik"tf«  it  seems  to  be  steeper  than  the  apparent  bedding. 

-.  w'  ^J^>  '  ■  :  S3e  scrske  fissures  described  in  the  Highland  Boy.     On  the  upper 

~  .,,^   V     AT*''  S..  and  dips  northwestward  at  angles  ranging  from  45°  to 

>..i    .uzistft  'ev(4  it  trends  N.  Z(f  and  dips  to  the  northwest  at  an  angle 

■r«  owi«r  levei  it  trends  X.  10°  E.  and  dips  to  the  northwest  at 

.    ^  A  aiYoe  of  fracture  accompanied  by  other  strong  parallel 

•r«%«6^  u  tfa»  oorthemst.     Fissures  of  other  important  series  trend 

^    vvHC^  >a  A  fisBore  between  quartzite  and  calcareous  carbona- 

.  .*««v    -t  'w  mojartzite  foot  wall.     The  bodies  lie  in  two  parallel 

.  ,  -i*«b««4««nl  At  an^es  ranging  from  45°  to  So°  and  pitch  south- 

-^  .»  A«MNit  15**-    On  the  lower  levels  they  are  typical  fissure 

^.y^Hf  scnAb  which  lie  within  and  paraUel  with  the  zone 

.^-yvft-i^^vb  *(  the  north  they  occur  as  four  pockets  of  ore  in 

sin^e  body,  as  indicated  by  ''lead  stope.**  made 


I  ■  J        •  iJ*!         < 

>a«u«'   inder  a  fault-rimmed  mass  of  black,  sandy,  calca- 


<  ii-     :  tit. 


..    ^.i*a.mty  by  slip  planes.     On  the  upper  levels,  where  the 
^    ■I't^^btfAring  solutions  appear  to  have  preferred  the 

'  •  'v  small  faults.     Thus,  on  the  bottom  level  the 

f  itif  't]'  ■•  .   along  a  plane  trending  X.  65°  W.;  on  the  next 

'1  h*  -    ii'-  :-t  along  a  plane  trending  X.  75°  E.;  and  on 
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the  next  higher  level  it  is  offset  4  feet  in  the  same  manner  and  apparently  by  the 
same  plane.  The  southern  shoot  has  been  worked  continuously  from  the  lead  stope 
to  the  lowest  level,  except  for  a  distance  of  8  feet. 

The  ore  is  made  up  of  galena,  carrying  sDver  and  pyrite.  Its  value  is  reported 
to  average  as  follows:  Lead,  30  to  50  per  cent;  silver,  32  to  50  ounces;  gold,  $3 
to  $4.     The  property  has  put  out  about  $80,000,  and  is  shipping  regularly. 

Sequence  of  events. — (1)  Northeast-southwest  fissuring;  (2)  mineralization  of 
these  planes;  (3)  faulting  along  east-northeast;  west-southwest  planes;  (4)  possible 
secondary  mineralization  on  these  planes;  (5)  Tertiary  movement  on  main  fissures 
and  faulting  on  the  northwest  planes. 

ROSA    TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  Ues  at  the  head  of  Markham  Gulch,  just  below  the  crest  of  the 
main  divide.  It  extends  southward  about  1,000  feet  through  quartzite  which  dips 
northward  at  an  angle  of  42®.  It  is  on  a  strong  fracture  zone  which  dips  westward 
at  angles  ranging  from  42®  to  46®.  It  carries  an  ocherous  gouge,  red-brown,  gray, 
and  black  in  color,  from  one-eighth  of  an  inch  to  12  inches  in  thickness.  Some  brown 
carbonate  of  lead  occurs  in  the  fissure. 

SWEDEN   TUNNELS. 

These  tunnels  are  situated  200  feet  below  and  600  feet  northeast  of  the  Rosa. 
The  upper  tunnel  has  been  driven  on  a  strong  fracture  zone  in  quartzite  which  trends 
on  the  surface  N.  8®  W.,  underground  N.  20®  W.,  and  dips  southwestward  at  angles 
ranging  from  80®  to  90®.  Red  staining,  but  no  metal,  showed  on  the  fissure.  Total 
length  about  250  feet.  A  lower  timnel  driven  southwestward  about  250  feet  cuts 
quartzite,  a  thin,  gray,  arenaceous  limestone,  and  a  northeast-southwest  slip  plane 
which  bears  gouge  but  no  mineral. 

HARRISON   TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  1,600  feet  S.  37®  E.  of  the  Sweden  tunnels.  It  is  in 
quartzite,  except  a  thin  bed  of  black  shale.  A  north-south  fracture  zone  cuts  the 
quartzite  at  the  face.     Total  length,  200  feet. 

HOOGLEY    MINE. 

Situation, — ^The  Hoogley  property  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Markham  Gulch 
on  two  spurs  south  of  the  western  terminus  of  the  main  road.  The  Hoogley  fissure 
cuts  quartzite  in  a  northwest  direction  and  dips  to  the  southwest. 

Development, — On  this  property  it  has  been  opened  for  more  than  1,000  feet 
along  its  trend  and  over  150  feet  on  the  dip,  and  beyond  the  Umits  of  this  property 
in  both  directions.     The  Hoogley  ^ '  discovery ' '  shows  a  mineralized  fissure  an  inch 
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thick  in  rjuartzite  dipping  southwest  at  angles  ranging  from  oS°  to  60°  and  strik- 
ing N.  41 '^  W.  It  has  been  ^toped  to  a  tunnel  60  to  100  feet  below.  The  main 
development,  however,  has  been  in  the  next  spur  north  and  comprises  a  central 
incline  sunk  on  the  fissure  with  the  drifts  northwest  and  southeast  at  six  levels 
and  considerable  intermediate  stoping. 

Ofologij. — The  country  nx^k  is  quartzite;  bedding  is  not  apparent.  The  chief 
fissure,  the  locus  of  the  ore.  trends  N.  40"^  W.  It  varies  much  in  dip.  rising  on  the 
upper  levels  from  58°  to  60^  to  the  southwest  and  falling  by  distinct  stages  to  30°  at 
bottom  below  No.  4  level.  It  varies  also  in  width,  attaining  its  maximum  (about 
8  inches)  on  the  upper  levels,  contracting  to  the  southeast  and  in  depth  until  it 
appears  to  die  out  at  the  foot  of  the  main  incline.  Faults  trending  N.  70*^  E.  and 
N.  7if  W.  displace  the  vein.  The  former  lower  it  4  feet  on  the  southeast,  and  the 
latter  3  to  4  feet  on  the  northwest. 

Ore.  The  values  rxcur  in  an  ocherous.  earthy  vein  filling,  which  varies  in  thick- 
ncvss  along  the  fissure  to  form  rrmgh  shoots.  This  Ls  said  to  be  richest  when  assixriated 
with  a  black,  banded  gouge.  It  carries  mainly  lead  and  silver  with  a  low  percentage 
of  gold.  Assays  showed  striking  variations  in  values  in  different  portions  of  the 
workings;  thus,  the  widest  portions  of  the  vein  on  No.  2  level  northwest  are  reported 
to  have  carried  625  ounces  silver,  and.  similarlv.  the  same  level  southeast  to  have 
afforded  the  highest  gold  values. 

ALFORATA    MINE. 

The  Alforata  workings  are  located  in  the  next  spur  northwest  of  the  Hoogley 
and  apparently  on  the  same  fi.ssure.  This  Ls  opened  about  200  feet  northwest  on 
the  tunnel  level  slightly  above  it  and  over  50  feet  below  it.  The  fissure  strikes 
N.  50^  W.  and  dips  southwest  ward  at  angles  ranging  from  50°  to  60°.  In  its  upper 
portion  it  i.s  a  fracture  zone  1  to  2  feet  in  width  in  quartzite;  below,  the  eastern 
incline  cuts  numerous  fi.s.-.ures  until  at  a  depth  of  about  60  feet  it  encounters  a 
vein  which  strikes  N.  Ib^  W.  and  dips  northeastward  at  an  angle  of  60°.  It  is  2  to 
4  feet  wide  and  has  been  traced  down  for  40  feet  under  the  main  incline.  It 
shows  a  soft,  ocherous  gouge  under  a  gray-brown,  calcareous  sandstone  hanging  wall, 
and  probably  carries  some  lead  in  the  form  of  carbonate. 

VESPASIAN    MIN'E. 

The  Vespasian  is  situated  north  of  the  road  at  the  head  of  Markham  Gulch.  It 
has  been  developed  through  (1)  a  tunnel  extending  northerly  about  550  feet  and  bj' 
inclines  sunk  and  resting  on  the  westward  dipping  mineralized  horizon;  (2)  a  lower 
crosscut  tunnel;  and  (3)  a  short,  caved  upper  tunnel.  The  country  rock  is  quart- 
zite and  a  variable  calcareous  member.  This  is  a  crushed  black  shale  or  impure 
siliceous  limestone,  which  appears  to  pass  rapidly  into  true  quartzite  along  both 
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strike  and  dip.  A  few  slight  faults  show  an  upward  throw  on  the  north  side.  This 
impure  calcareous  shale  has  been  mineralized  with  galena  and  sphalerite,  and  the 
resultant  bed  of  ore  ranges  in  thickness  from  a  few  inches  to  4  feet.  The  values  in 
lead  and  silver  are  so  low  and  the  percentage  of  zinc  so  high — often  32  per  cent — 
that  exploitation  of  the  ore^for  lead  and  silver  is  not  at  present  practicable. 

The  crosscut  tunnel  extends  westward  for  600  feet  from  a  point  below  the 
Hoogley  and  Alforata  to  650  feet  north  of  the  Hoogley.  The  tunnel  was  driven  to 
open  the  intersection  of  the  Hoogley  fissure  with  the  Vespasian  limestone.  It  is  in 
quartzite  and  crosses  many  northeast-southwest  fracture  planes,  but  it  has  not  yet 
reached  the  intersection  nor  revealed  ore. 

MARY   EMMA   TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  road  about  500  feet  east 
of  the  Vespasian.  It  extends  in  a  northeast  direction  for  a  total  length  of  about 
300  feet.  The  country  rock  consists  of  a  gray,  impure  limestone  hanging  wall  and 
a  quartzite  foot  wall.     So  far  as  opened  the  contact  has  proved  barren. 

LIBERAL   MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  immediately  south  of  the  Montezuma,  the  upper 
tunnel  lying  opposite  to  that  property  and  the  lower  tunnel  about  200  feet  east  of 
the  upper. 

Upper  <unn€Z.— This  tunnel  extends  southward  along  a  zone  of  pronounced 
fracturing  in  quartzite  for  about  250  feet.  The  main  fissure  trends  in  general 
north-south  dips  to  the  west  and  weakens  in  depth.  Anastomosing  northeast- 
southwest  fracture  planes  of  apparently  contemporaneous  dat^  dip  steeply  to  the 
east. 

The  ore  occurs  in  the  fissure  in  the  form  of  seams  and  lenticular  bodies.  The 
best  exposed  body  was  a  lens  of  galena,  6  feet  in  thickness,  which  stood  upright  in 
the  fissure  about  30  feet  below  the  tunnel  level.  A  small  lens  (8  by  15  by  5)  com- 
posed of  pyrite,  galena,  and  some  chalcopyrite  has  been  stoped  out  of  the  south- 
west fork  above  the  main  tunnel  level. 

Lower  tunnel, — This  tunnel  extends  westward  nearly  400  feet  through  quartzite 
into  black  calcareous  shale,  and  a  drift  about  300  feet  long  follows  a  distinct  fissure 
trending  S.  15®  W.  through  an  intensely  crushed  quarlzite  country  rock.  In  view 
of  the  trend  and  strength  of  the  fracture  zone  the  absence  of  a  more  favorable  show- 
ing of  mineral  is  somewhat  surprising;  pyrite  occurs  and  at  one  spot  galena  in  thin 
seams  in  quartzite. 


The  Ben  Butler  tunnel  m  situated  south  of  che  roaii  in  \rartJiam  Gulch  about 
200  feet  east  of  the  Liberal.  Tt' trends  southeastward  about  l>o<)  feet  through  aormai 
quartzite,  interbedded  calcareous  quartzites.  and  black  calcareous  shale.  These 
are  intensely  crushed  and  fissured,  and  the  beddincr  is  not  determinable.  Slip  planes 
bearing  black  gouge  vary  in  trend  from  !?.  15^  W.  to  N.  60**  W.  At  one  point  a 
black,  calcareous  member  is  irregularly  faulted,  in  which  brecciated  quartzite  and 
a  number  of  contacts  of  that  rock  with  quartzite  show  strong  movement.  Galena 
occurs  in  a  number  of  seams  in  crushed  quartzite,  bordering  fissures,  chierty  in  a  strong 
fissure  3  feet  in  width  trending  N.  -Vf  to  »^o^  W.  and  dipping  southwesterly.  The 
pay  streaks  here  attain  a  thickness  of  I  to  2  inches.  Assays  show  that  the  galena 
carries  silver.  It  is  reported  that  since  the  time  of  vLsit  a  valuable  bodv  of  argentif- 
erous galena  has  been  opened  and  that  profitable  shipments  are  being  made  regularly. 

The  Ben  Butler  No.  2  tunnel  is  between  400  and  500  feet  south  of  the  Ben 
Butler.  It  extends  southward  about  275  feet  on  slip  planes  in  quartzite  and 
impure  limestone.  Some  black  goug*^  on  a  plane  of  strong  movement  is  reported 
to  pass  above  into  a  lead  carbf>nate.  which  was  formerly  shipped. 

ERIE    MlStl, 

Situaiifm  and  derelojnnfTd.-  The  Erie  mine  Ls  in  the  south  side  of  Harkham 
Gulch,  about  halfway  l>etween  Bingham  Canyon  and  the  Montezuma  mine.  Three 
tunnels — upper,  middle,  and  lower-  have  been  driven  southwestward  on  a  strong 
fissure  for  100,  80,  and  275  feet,  respectively. 

Geology, — The  fissure  stands  about  vertical,  strikes  N.  20°  E.  to  S.  20°  W..  and 
cuts  a  succession  of  quartzite  and  interbedded  calcareous  carbonaceous  shales 
which  dip  gently  to  the  southwest.  It  varies  much  in  width,  from  a  foot  in  the 
middle  tunnel  and  6  inches  at  one  point  in  the  upper  to  12  feet  at  another,  within 
100  feet.  The  dip  of  the  walls  also  varies  considerably.  The  walls  are  uneven 
and  show  much  inequality. 

Ore. — The  ore  (hwaith  either  in  the  fissure,  as  seen  on  all  levels,  or  in  the 
impure,  calcareous  carbonaceous  sliale  adjacent  to  the  fissure,  as  seen  near  the  face 
of  the  upper  tunnel.  The  vein  at  that  point  expands  on  reaching  the  limestone 
from  a  width  of  6  inches  to  3  feet  between  the  quartzite  walls  to  12  feet  on  the  lime- 
stone. The  main  ore  body,  which  is  4  feet  thick  and  extends  at  least  20  feet  along  the 
fissure,  is  limited  laterally,  wy  far  as  revealed  by  development  at  time  of  visit,  by 
distinct  slip  planes.  That  this  bcxiy  is  a  fissure  filled  by  replacement  is  suggested 
by  the  fact   that    the   ore  retains  the   structure  of  the  limestone.      Postmineral 
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faulting  is  indicated   by  a  few  faults  which   bands  of  ore  have  suflFered  within 
the  main  fissure. 

The  ore  is  made  up  of  galena,  pyrite,  sphalerite,  and  possibly  slight  chalcopyrite 
and  chalcocite.     Pay  would  appear  to  lie  in  the  lead  and  its  associated  silver. 

NAVAJO   TUNNELS. 

This  property  lies  on  the  south  side  of  Markham  Gulch,  1,100  feet  west  of  its 
junction  with  Bingham  Canyon. 

The  lower  tunnel  follows  a  fracture  zone  in  quartzite  southward  for  about  325 
feet.  A  crosscut  extends  nearly  250  feet  into  the  hanging-wall  quartzite.  The 
main  ore  found  was  a  small  lens  lying  in  the  fissure,,  which  is  said  to  have  yielded 
20  per  cent  lead  and  $3  to  $4  in  gold.  The  middle  tunnel  is  about  100  feet  south 
of  the  lower.  It  follows  a  contact  between  an  impure  limestone  hanging  wall  and 
the  quartzite  foot  wall  southw^estward  about  50  feet  and  passes  into  the  hanging 
toward  the  face.  The  beds  strike  S.  70®  W.  and  dip  southwestward  at  an  angle 
of  12°.  Traces  of  pyrite. are  found  in  the  impure  limestone  at  the  face,  and  a 
thin  pocket  of  lead  ore  has  been  worked  out  between  this  level  and  the  tunnel  20 
feet  above. 

AMAZON    TUNNEL. 

The  Amazon  tunnel  Ues  in  the  south  side  of  Markham  Gulch,  about  1,000  feet 
west  of  Bingham  Canyon.  It  is  located  on  a  fissure  which  strikes  N.  18®  E.  and  dips 
45°  W.  The  walls  are  quartzite.  In  the  portion  observed  the  relation  of  the 
fissure  to  the  bedding  is  not  apparent.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  they  are  nearly, 
if  not  perfectly,  coincident.  The  total  length  is  reported  to  be  800  feet,  but  only 
350  feet  were  accessible.  The  fissure  is  stoped  at  one  point  30  feet  on  dip,  20  feet 
along  fissure,  and  45  feet  vertically.  Pyrite  and  possibly  some  chalcocite  occur 
sparingly. 

JULL\    DEAN    MINE. 

Situation  and  development, — ^The  Juha  Dean  mine  is  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  Markham  Gulch,  900  feet  west  of  Bingham  Creek.  It  is  located  on  a  movement 
plane  in  quartzite  which  trends  northerly  and  southerly  and  dips  westerly.  This 
is  developed  through  a  main  tunnel  about  500  feet  in  length  and  by  two  upper  levels, 
all  on  vein  and  connected  from  the  main  tunnel  to  the  surface  by  inclines. 

Geology. — The  country  rock  throughout  the  property  is  quartzite.  After 
penetrating  this  for  about  350  feet  the  main  tunnel  encounters  a  zone  of  intense 
fracturing.  This  has  been  opened  to  the  southwest  (S.  20°  W.),  but  is  there  aban- 
doned and  present  exploitation  is  directed  to  opening  the  vein  on  this  level  to  the 
northwest.  The  trend  varies,  however.  On  tunnel  level  at  the  north  face  it  is 
N.  20°  to  30°  W.,  nearer  the  entrance  it  is  N.  5°  W.,  and  at  surface  it  appears  to 
be  N.  25°  E.     The  dip  steepens  toward  the  surface  from  45°  at  lowest  level  to  58° 


^vn  Int^rmMinr^  !pvH.  Th#»  •:r;*iT  .  !nrr*>a>**»?*  in  «i#»pf:h  and  on  'he  appis'  levels 
^^rr^jw#K«  rr^vk'nrd  'he  nor^h  The  rHarii-,n  Ami  ''rmnerrHin  on  -he  mAin  level  of  the 
'V/irl.-A^sit  ;tnrt  nr^r^hw^r  prvrTjom*  •>?  *ne  x^iin*  w^»»re  nor  apparent.  <^  the  iiL&»r- 
me#lia^e  le-c'^l  rhe  r*»in  'Wfii*  otf'ief  or  «4efoiTnefl  (lowarri  on  the  north  30  feet.  The 
7eiT\  fillingr  Kjw  ^iiTere#i  ^iigrhr  faiilfine. 

O^yyfrr^n^^  o;  ^^r^  The  ore  r,#Tur?»  in  the  form  ot  a  tAbiihir  h*yfiy  within  the 
a^miir^  pftrftllei  rr,  rhe  wailfl  between  rhe  quart zite  hAnginff  wail  ami  a  rhii'k  berf  ot 
l'ian4eH  arrAv-hlaek  2pr>u^  whirh  overiies  a  rnisherf  quartzite  fijoc  walL  Ae  the 
fa#^e  r^f  work  nmnei  rhe  pay  streak  was  I  to  '>  mehes*  rhirk.  The  vein  is  op«i  so 
fthe  ^vrfn^e  an^  ha^  been  st/vpeH  o^in  at  inrermefliate  levels. 

/"/yrA/K^sTf/Jz/n  /xn//  >'/xy>/y  />/  />r^.  The  ore  ron^iwr-^  of  galena,  associated  alver. 
!V*me  pyrite,  ^lijrht.  /*hal^opy ritre.  and  ^halrririte.  The  f!oaipomtii>n  of  the  ore  appears 
Up  hav^  varied  at  different  levels.  Thiw  it  w  reported  that  near  the  riurfaee  lead 
rife  r-arried  fair  /*opper  valuer.  Belr^w  work  level  silver  is  the  chief  associate  of 
lead,  while  an  '<(}-Uff>t  ?ihaff  vmk  near  the  Julia  r>pan  'diaroverv"  is  said  t«>  have 
penet,rated  a  largfe.  ri^h  ore  YnfAj.  in  whirh  hlark  copper  sulphide  predooiinated 
an/l  lead  ran  l<>w.  TTie  pre^^ent  ^tron^  "Streak  at  the  face  of  main  tunnel  is  said  to 
averajfe  //>  U^  52  per  cent  lead.  ir/>  ounce?*  isilver.  $3  in  gold,  and  a  trace  of  copper. 
Total  .shipment  i«  rejK/rted  U>  lie  al'>out  fTO/JOO. 

(hyf^fftl.  The  Red  Win^  property  i?i  .<rituated  on  the  northern  slope  of  Mark- 
ham  (i\\\t\\,  \\%%\.  a^KJ^ve  Bin$(ham  Canyon.  It  is  located  on  a  number  of  northeast- 
^mthwefif.  veinfl.  The  main  work  ha«  l>een  done  on  the  lowest  or  Red  Wing  vein, 
which  ha^  (^.en  worked  thrrmfi^h  tunnela  Nos.  1.  2,  and  3.  and  on  the  h^best  or 
Silver  Hill  vein,  which  haA  Jieen  worked  through  the  three  Black  Dog  tunnels. 
T>ie  alt^erriatin^  fierier*  of  rjuarfzite^  arenar;eou.H,  impure  limestone,  and  dark,  siliceous 
lime^f^me?*  strike  nort.heaAt  wcxirm  the  gulch  and  the  Red  Wing  property. 

Iff^mhfjrmfM.  The  Red  Wing  mine  proper  comprises  workings  at  3  levels — 
an  ffpf>er  tunnel  (length  125  fe^.t),  a  crrMscut  tunnel  at  road  level  (length  425  feet) 
and  the  main  tunnel  alnyiit  125  feet  above  the  road  (length  700  feet).  The  main 
tunnel  fx\4^%f\n  in  a  general  northeast  c^iume  through  quartzite  and  impure  limestone. 
TliiM  cciuntry  rcK'.k  i\\\fn  n<irt'hwed'Ward  and  is  cut  by  several  pronounced  slip  planes 
ami  many  minor  onei».     The  two  moHt  important  trends  are  N.  25°  to  30°  E.  and 

On,  Ore  liaM  be^m  found  in  pay  quantities  and  value  at  three  localities.  A 
flMuri*  (tn*miing  mirtheaHt  in  (|uartzite  and  dipping  steeply  northwestward)  is 
Maid  U^  have  C/arried  a  fair  copper  ore.     This  has  been  stoped  more  than  100  feet 
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along  the  fissure  and  followed  up  to  bodies  stoped  from  it  in  the  upper  tunnel,  but 
its  connections  with  seams  in  the  lower  tunnel  are  not  proved.  On  another  north- 
east fissure  galena  formed  a  body  100  feet  along  strike  of  fissure  and  20  to  30  feet 
on  dip.  It  was  Umited  on  the  south  by  a  strong  movement  plane,  which  has  been 
followed  thence  southwest  between  quartzite  and  impure  limestone  and  found 
barren.  Parallel  slips  have  resulted  in  stepping  the  walls  of  the  stope,  which  is 
further  limited  on  the  east  by  other  slips.  East  of  this  body  a  considerable  thick- 
ness of  intensely  sUckensided,  black,  calcareous  shale  or  arenaceous  limestone  lies 
between  a  quartzite  hanging  wall  and  a  distinct  movement  plane  on  massive  rock 
of  the  same  character.  Innumerable  narrow  veins,  one-eighth  to  one-fourth  inch 
m  thickness,  penetrate  this  zone  in  an  intruded  and  complex  manner  and  carry 
galena,  pyrite,  and  quartz.  Their  content  has  been  saved  by  milling.  For  this 
purpose  the  entire  gangue  between  the  walls  to  a  thickness  of  20  fe^t  was  removed. 
This  procedure  was  carried  out  with  profit  until  the  number  and  carry  of  the  small 
veins  became  considerably  decreased. 

Lower  tunnel. — ^The  crosscut  tunnel  which  has  been  driven  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  this  property  at  a  depth  had  not  at  time  of  visit  opened  any  pay  bodies. 
The  country  quartzite  becomes  locally  a  gray,  calcareous  sandstone,  and  is  traversed 
by  numerous  barren  northeast  breccia  zones.  A  north  drift  opens  a  strong 
brecciated  zone  between  the  quartzite  hanging  and  calcareous  foot  wall. 

THREE   BLACK   DOO   TUNNEL8. 

Development  and  geology. — The  Silver  Hill  vein  has  been  opened  through  three 
tunnels  and  found  to  vary  much  in  trend  and  general  character.  In  the  eastern 
workings  it  strikes  N.  40®  W.  and  dips  25°  to  35°  SW.  The  roof  varies  between 
soil  and  grass  roots,  slickensided,  brown,  calcareous  quartzite,  and  crushed,  dark, 
impure  limestone.  The  foot  wall  is  a  ferruginous,  siliceous  limestone,  which  passes 
a  foot  below  into  normal  quartzite.  The  western  extension  of  the  vein,  where  cut 
at  this  level,  also  diverges  from  the  strike  and  dip  and  gradually  swings  around  to 
the  north  to  a  strike  of  N.  70°  E.     It  is  cut  below  in  a  work  tunnel. 

Ore. — The  ore  shows  a  transition  from  carbonate  to  sulphide  ore  when  followed 
in  deeper  and  deeper  beneath  the  surface.  Thus,  in  the  eastern  tunnel,  where  it 
lies  immediately  under  the  surface,  its  thickness  of  one-half  to  3i  feet  is  composed 
at  one  point  of:  (1)  One  foot  brown,  ochreous  material;  (2)  10  inches  white,  crushed 
quartzite,  including  lenses  of  galena;  (3)  6  inches  ferruginous  carbonate  ore;  (4) 
4  inches  banded  ore  carrying  lead;  (5)  few  inches  earthy  material  inclosing  2-inch 
cores  of  sulphide  lead  ore  and  lying  upon  the  barren  foot. 

Gold  occurs  locally  in  ferruginous  nodules  and  quartzite  is  stained  by  copper 
carbonate.  In  the  next  tunnel  we^t  the  ore  passes  from  carbonate  near  the  surface 
gradually  into  sulphide.     Thin  seams  of  galena  appear  at  first  in  the  oxidized 
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portion,  then  increase  westward  until  alternate  bands  of  sulphide  and  carbonate  ore 
are  of  about  equal  proportions  and  then  give  way  to  a  normal  sulphide  ore  made  up 
of  galena  and  pyrite.  Leasers  who  have  been  shipping  carbonate  ore  during  the 
past  season  report  the  following  values:  Lead,  29  per  cent;  silver,  19  ounces;  gold, 
95  cents;  aggregate  value  per  ton,  $22.57. 

FREEMAN  GULCH. 

The  alternating  series  of  sandy  limestones  and  quartzite  described  as  occurring 
in  Markham  Gulch  strikes  across  the  mouth  and  lower  portion  of  Freeman  Gulch 
and  continues  as  ledgy  bluffs  on  north  side  of  Bingham  Canyon.  Toward  the 
northwest  the  calcareous  members  decrease  in  number  and  thickness  and  quartz- 
ite increases.  Certain  more  calcareous  beds  and  fissures,  which  trend  north- 
easterly through  this  series,  form  the  seat  for  the  slight  exploration  which  has  been 
conducted  in  this  gulch.  The  Red  Wing  extension,  of  the  former  class,  and  Kansas 
No.  2,  of  the  latter,  will  be  described. 

RED   WING    EXTENSION   MINE. 

The  Red  Wing  Extension  mine  comprises  three  tunnels  driven  into  the  slopes 
of  Freeman  Gulch — two  on  the  south  side  and  one  on  the  north — 1,300  to  1,400 
feet  west  of  its  junction  with  Bingham  Canyon.  These  extend  along  movement 
planes  which  trend  northeast  and  southwest  and  dip  northwest  in  limestone  and 
quartzite. 

UPPEB  TUNNFL. 

m 

The  most  important  development  has  been  on  the  south  side  of  the  gulch, 
about  125  feet  above  the  bottom,  in  the  upper  tunnel.  *rhis  follows  a  zone  of 
movement  and  mineralization  in  black  limestone  beds,  whi^h  strike  N.  20®  to  40® 
E..and  dip  25°  (locally  50®)  to  the  northwest.  A  drift  into  the  foot  for  100  feet 
shows  the  limestone  to  continue  throughout,  though  becoming  more  siUceous,  and 
exposes  minor  movement  planes  below  the  major  zone. 

At  the  face  of  main  tunnel  the  mineralized  zone  shows  the  section  given 
below. 

Section  of  mineralized  zone  in  Red  Wing  ETtension  mine. 

Feet.    Inches. 

1.  Hanging  wall  of  black  limestone,  perfectly  alickensided 

2.  Gray  calcareous  quartzite  carrying  some  pyrite 1         

3.  A  seam  of  pyrite  and  galena  on  a  movement  plane 3^- J 

4.  Black  siliceous  limestone,  transsected  by  seams  of  milky  quartz  associated  with  galena  and 

pyrite 16        

5.  Gray  siliceous  limestone  showing  quartz  \'«ins  4  mches  thick  with  some  mineral,  but  on  a 

whole  less  mineralized  than  overlying  member 1  6 

6.  Crushed,  gray,  siliceous  limestone  cut  by  seams  of  quartz  and  mineral 12        .... 
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The  crosscut  in  the  foot  wall  exposes  numerous  vertical  pencils  of  mineral  a 
foot  in  length  and  1  to  2  inches  in  diameter.  The  body  of  these  was  galena,  coated 
with  a  film  of  quartz  and  inclosing  sphalerite  cores.  Postmineral  movement  is 
proved  by  numerous  distinct  subhorizontal  slips  which  fault  the  pencils  of  ore, 
and  also  by  distinct  sUckensiding  and  striating  of  the  pyrite. 

LOWEB  TUNNEL. 

A  second  tunnel  is  being  driven  southwest  on  the  dip  of  this  mineraUzed  zone 
below,  with  a  view  to  opening  the  body  at  a  depth.  At  time  of  visit  it  was  in  50 
feet  on  a  slightly  mineralized  fracture  zone  in  calcareous  quartzite. 

OLD  TUNNEL. 

The  Old  tunnel,  at  the  road  level  on  the  north  side  of  the  gulch,  was  driven 
a  ong  movement  planes  through  quartzite.     At  the  face  about  250  feet  in  is  a  clean 
slip  between  black  limestone  hanging  and  quartzite    oot.     This,  however,  like  all 
.  other  planes,  was  barren,  except  at  one  point  where  there  was  very  slight  mineral- 
ization. 

VALUES. 

At  time  of  visit  the  ore  described  in  the  upper  tunnel  had  just  been  discovered. 
In  so  far  as  learned  none  had  been  shipped.  It  was  reported  to  assay  45  per  cent 
lead,  15  ounces  silver,  and  a  trace  of  copper. 

KANSAS   NO.  2  TUNNEL. 

The  Kansas  No.  2  tunnel  is  situated  in  Freeman  Gulch  3,500  feet  N.  65°  W.  of 
its  junction  with  Bingham  Canyon.  It  follows  a  north-south  fissure  in  quartzite 
for  about  200  feet  without  striking  ore. 

DRY  FORK. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  area  mapped  no  active  mines  so  far  as  known  are  located 
in  Dry  Fork,  though  a  few  short  tunnels  have  been  driven  on  porphyry  dikes. 
Beyond  the  limits  toward  the  head  of  Dry  Fork  there  is  reported  to  be  a  region 
characterized  by  massive  limestones  cut  by  strong,  wide  porphyry  dikes.  The 
present  report  of  this  further  states  that,  although  very  little  prospecting  has  been 
done,  there  is  a  shaft  down  85  feet  which  exposes  a  good  showing  of  copper  iron  ore. 

LOWER  BINGHAM  CANYON. 

Bingham  Creek  between  Markham  Gulch  and  Dry  Fork  has  deeply  incised  a 
heavy  series  of  quartzite-s  and  sandstones.  They  strike  generally  parallel  with  the 
canyon  and  dip  to  the  northwest,  but  immediately  below  Dry  Fork  the  dip  steepens, 
the  strike  swings  sUghtly  more  to  the  northwest,  and  quart zites,  sandstones,  and 
limestones  descend  northward  from  the  southern  divide,  standing  vertical.     The 
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beds  northwest  of  the  canyon  in  its  lower  extent  are  more  arenaceous  and  calca- 
reous, forming  interbedded,  brown,  calcareous  sandstones,  whereas  those  on  the 
southeastern  divide  are  dull,  gray-brown  quartzites.  The  latter  are  much  brec- 
ciated  along  northeast  and  northwest  fracture  planes.  Traversing  this  series  in  a 
northeast  course  is  a  set  of  porphyry  dikes,  two  of  which,  the  Winamuck  and  Broad 
Gauge,  are  the  longest  that  were  traced  in  the  area.  Although  varying  sUghtly 
in  trend  and  dip,  both  preserve  a  singularly  direct  course  and  stand  nearly  upright. 
The  ore  bodied  of  this  locality  occur  on  fissures  at  contact  of  impure  Umestone 
with  quartzite,  or  of  porphyry  with  sedimentary  beds.  The  properties  will  be  taken 
up  in  the  following  order :  Winamuck,  Dixon,  Tiewaukee,  Caledonia,  Sedalia,  Mohawk, 
Broad  Gauge,  Midland,  and  Silver  Bell. 

WINAMUCK   MINE. 

Situation. — The  Winamuck  mine  is  situated  on  the  southeast  side  of  Bingham 
Canyon,  immediately  below  Bingham  village,  2,700  feet  we«t  of  Markham  Gulch 
and  6,200  feet  southwest  of  Dry  Fork.  It  is  located  on  a  zone  which  trends  north- 
west and  dips  northeast. 

Development. — The  ore  bodies  have  been  developed  through  (1)  a  main  timnel 
driven  southeastward  about  850  feet  from  a  point  on  the  east  side  of  the  canyon 
just  above  the  creek  level;  (2)  above,  by  a  series  of  tunnels  including  (lower  to  higher) 
112,  Windlass,  Bushnell,  Davis,  Mountain  Maid,  and  Savage,  which  are  driven 
southwestward  from  the  successively  higher  points  at  which  the  vein  outcrops 
on  the  slope  above;  and  (3)  below,  by  an  incUne  dowTi  400  feet  on  vein  with  lateral 
drifts  chiefly  to  the  southeast  at  the  100-,  140-,  200-,  300-,  and  400-foot  levels.  At 
the  time  of  visit  water  filled  the  lower  levels  up  to  a  point  on  the  incline  between 
the  140-  and  200-foot  levels. 

Geology. — In  view  of  the  doubtful  character  of  the  wall  rock  and  the  obscurity 
of  its  structure,  it  is  not  surprising  that  contrary  statements  have  been  made  regard- 
ing them.  The  outcrops  of  the  country  rock  are  quartzite.  Where  the  vein  out- 
crops in  the  gulch,  near  the  head  of  the  shaft,  and  at  sevjeral  points  on  the  slopes 
above,  determination  of  bedding,  dip,  and  structure  was  difficult.  On  the  divide 
to  the  south  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  two  precipitous  bluffs  on  brecciated  quartzite 
the  strike  is  roughly  northeast  and  the  dip  is  west.  This  structure  is  further  sub- 
stantiated by  observations  along  the  divide  to  the  southeast,  and  also  by  known 
structure  at  the  north  and  west.  Underground  the  bedding  is  no  less  obscured. 
A  strong  porphyry  dike  cuts  the  country  in  a  northeast-southwest  direction  on  a 
steep  southwestward  dip.  It  appears  southeast  of  the  workings  on  the  surface 
immediately  below^  the  massive  bluflF  and  in  the  eastern  workings  of  the  mine  on 
the  work  level  and  in  an  upper  tunnel.  A  strong  fracture  cuts  the  coimtry  rock 
in  a  direction  ranging  from  N.  40"^  W.  to  N.  60°  W..  and  dips  northeastward  with 
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considerable  variation.  At  the  station  on  work  level  its  dip  is  45°.  About  175 
feet  beyond  it  rises  to  72®;  above,  in  the  112  tunnel,  it  shows  dips  of  45°  to  60°; 
in  the  Windlass  tunnel  66°  and  70°,  and  below  at  northwest  end  of  100-foot  level  30°. 
At  the  300-foot  level,  on  the  incline  dip,  it  is  reported  to  have  been  50°  to  60°,  and 
at  its  southeast  face  nearly  vertical.  Several  slips  obUque  to  the  main  fissure  cut 
and  in  certain  instances  fault  it.  Chief  among  these  is  the  Winamuck  fault.  On 
the  work  level  at  a  point  about  300  feet  southeast  of  the  incline  the  Winamuck 
fissure,  which  is  the  locus  of  the  ore,  encounters  a  zone  of  cross  fractures.  No  ore 
has  ever  been  found  at  this  level.  A  strong  vertical  slip  plane  continues  beyond 
in  the  same  trend  as  the  main  fissure,  as  if  somewhat  offset  to  the  north.  Its  walls 
are  not,  however,  like  those  of  the  main  fissure,  in  its  mineralized  portion.  Strong 
planes  trending  north-south,  N.  6°  W.,  and  N.  10°  W.  (latter  dipping  80°  northeast- 
ward) appear  to  terminate  ore  on  the  east.  In  the  trend  of  this  zone  on  the  1 40-toot 
level  is  a  strong  movement  plane  dipping  and  striking  accordantly  and  suggesting 
the  continuation  of  the  fault.  Owing  to  presence  of  water  below  and  to  the  east, 
and  of  bad  air  in  south  drift  on  main  level,  it  was  not  possible  thoroughly  to  work 
out  the  fault.  It  is  reported  that  no  indications  of  it  were  seen  on  the  drowned 
lower  levels.  Minor  faulting  appears  as  follows:  On  work  level  at  Cook  winze, 
the  vein  is  offset  10  to  15  feet  to  the  north  along  a  north-south  slip  plane;  at  north- 
west end  of  100-foot  level,  near  Winamuck  shaft,  a  vertical,  northwest-southeast 
slip  parallel  to  vein  cuts  across  contact  of  hanging  wall  with  quartzite  and  quartzite 
breccia  abuts  against  them  on  northeast;  on  Windlass  level  the  main  fissure  is 
offset  to  north;  on  east  side  two  fault  planes  strike  northeast  and  southwest  and  dip 
steeply  eastward;  and  several  northeast-southwest  planes  of  brecciation,  some 
barren,  others  mineralized,  cross  the  main  fissure  at  other  localities.  As  to  the  wall 
rock  all  agree  that  the  foot  wall  is  quartzite,  but  the  hanging  has  been  variously 
described.  Mr.  Ellsworth  Daggett,  an  early  and  successful  manager  of  this  prop- 
erty, considers  the  vein  to  lie  between  two  varieties  of  quartzite,  the  lower  normal, 
the  upper  a  soft,  granular,  *  *  sugary ' '  rock.^'  Mr.  Raymond  states  that '  *  the  hanging 
wall  is  usually  a  belt  of  soft,  bluish  rock  (siliceous  clay  slate?),  but  sometimes  quartz- 
ite; the  foot  wall,  like  the  general  country  rock,  is  quartzite."*  Mr.  W.  H.  Hall, 
present  controller  of  the  property,  considers  the  foot  wall  to  be  quartzite;  the  dark, 
doubtful  rock  overlying  the  fissure  to  constitute  part  of  the  vein,  and  the  quartzite 
overlying  it  to  be  the  hanging  wall.^  D.  B.  Huntley  states  that  ^ '  the  Winamuck 
vein  is  a  contact  vein  between  a  black  clay-shale  hanging  wall  and  a  quartzite 
foot  wall.' ' '' 


a  Personal  communication. 

'» Raymond,  R.  W.,  Minerai  Resources  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  1873,  p.  252. 

c  Personal  communication. 

d  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  411. 


802  GEOLOGY    OF   BINGHAM   MINING   DISTRICT,   UTAH. 

t 

The  foot  wall  wherever  studied  was  normal  quartzite.  The  hanging  wall  is 
in  a  few  instances  quartzite,  but  generally  a  massive,  gray-black,  dry,  fine-grained 
siliceous  rock.  It  is  high  in  silica,  carries  no  calcium  carbonate,  shows  fine  crystals, 
which  are  probably  goslarite,  and  appears  to  be  a  fine-grained  clay  shale  or  sand- 
stone. A  northeast  crosscut  on  the  working  level  proves  this  to  be  about  300 
feet  in  thickness,  but,  as  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Daggett,  only  the  lower  portion,  not 
exceeding  20  feet,  is  mineralized. 

In  brief,  the  above  observations  on  geologic  structure,  both  over  and  under 
ground  and  on  the  lode,  tend  to  suggest  that  the  Winamuck  ore  does  not  occur  as 
replacement  along  bedding.  The  basis  for  this  suggestion  is  found  in  the  facts  (1) 
that  the  locus  of  mineralization  is  a  zone  of  intense  deformation  and  of  movement; 
(2)  that  the  hanging  is  complexly  crumpled,  folded,  crushed,  and  cut  by  sHp  planes 
parallel  to  the  main  plane;  (3)  that  the  black  shale  hanging  wall  does  not  persist  on 
all  levels,  but  gives  way  to  quartzite;  (4)  that  the  strike  of  the  lode  (S.  40®  to  60®  E.) 
is  obUque  to  the  strike  of  bedding  observed  on  surface  N.  60®  E.  and  to  apparent 
bedding  observed  underground.  These  facts  show  rather  that  the  Winamuck  ore 
is  a  lode  deposit  in  a  fault  zone  trending  northwest-southeast  across  northward- 
dipping  quartzite  and  calcareous  shale,  and  displacing  these  beds  so  as  to  bring 
shale  in  the  hanging  abnormally  against  quartzite  in  the  foot. 

Occurrence  of  ore, — The  brecciated  bluffs  above  the  Winamuck  show  ferrugi- 
nous oxidation  and  stains,  but,  strangely  enough,  development  has  never  been 
carried  beneath  this  gossan,  the  present  workings  lacking  about  1,500  feet  of  under- 
lying  the  bluffs,  so  that  the  significance  of  this  gossan  is  still  unproved.  The  ore 
was  found  on  the  fissure,  and  is  reported  to  have  had  the  form  of  an  immense  lenticu- 
lar body  which  attained  its  greatest  extent  above  the  main  tunnel,  thinned  out  about 
the  periphery,  and  descended  as  a  contracting  sinuous  shoot.  In  descending  below 
the  main  tunnel  the  narrow  shoot  pitches  northwestward  to  the  200-foot  level,  where 
it  suddenly  swerves  southeastward  to  the  300-foot  level  and  descends  with  the  dip. 
The  ore  body  is  reported  to  have  extended  200  feet  along  the  strike  of  the  fissure, 
600  feet  along  the  dip,  and  to  have  been  20  feet  in  maximum  thickness. 

A  unique  occurrence  was  discovered  in  crosscutting  the  foot-wall  quartzite 
northwest  of  the  incline  on  the  400-foot  level.  A  pipe  of  rich  silver-lead  ore  was 
encoimtered  about  150  feet  back  in  the  quartzite  which  rose  nearly  vertically  and 
southeastward  to  a  point  beneath  the  incline  between  the  140-  and  the  200-foot 
levels.  A  small  body  encountered  in  the  foot  wall  of  the  300-foot  level  east  of 
the  incline  rose  symmetrically  with  the  one  on  the  west  side  up  to  the  same  point 
under  the  incline,  where  both  joined  the  master  fissure. 

Composition  of  ore, — The  ore  is  essentially  a  silver-lead  ore,  with  some  copper 
and  gold.  Galena  carries  the  lead  and  probably  some  silver;  the  remainder  of  the 
silver  probably  lies  in  tetrahedrite.     Some  chalcopyrite  and  possibly  chalcocite  and 
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pyrite  cany  the  copper.  Some  sphalerite  probably  accounts  for  the  presence  of 
heavy,  pilous  tufts  of  goslarite.  The  low-grade  pyritous  ore,  it  is  reported,^  contained 
galena,  sphalerite,  tetrahedrite,  cubanite,  and  pyrargyrite,  with  calcite  and  gypsum 
as  gangue  minerals.  In  Cook  winze,  immediately  below  work  level,  the  vein  shows 
a  thin  streak  of  galena  along  the  hanging  wall  and  5  feet  of  broken  pyrite  next  below. 
Oxidation  which  changed  the  greatest  and  richest  portions  of  the  Winamuck  ore 
body  into  carbonates  is  stated  to  have  progressed  at  some  points  90  feet  below  the 
work  level;  at  others  it  did  not  reach  the  work  tunnel. 

Value, — ^Values  are  reported  to  have  fallen  oflF  in  depth  as  the  workings  passed 
out  of  carbonates  into  sulphides.  Raymond  after  Daggett  states  that  1,300  tons 
ran  abut  38  per  cent  lead  and  56  oimces  silver,  and  that  3,954  tons  of  dry  ore  smelted 
during  the  year  1872  averaged  34.98  per  cent  lead  and  51.46  ounces  silver.*  Mr. 
Daggett^  states  that  the  first  5,000  tons  ran  35  per  cent  lead  and  52  ounces  silver. 
At  that  time  ore  which  did  not  carry  over  50  per  cent  lead  and  10  ounces  silver  was 
not  valuable. 

Seven  assays  reported  from  the  200-,  300-,  and  400-foot  levels  (all  lying  below 
the  work  level)  average  25.7  per  cent  lead,  38.7  ounces  silver,  55  cents  gold,  0.1  per 
cent  copper,  10.8  per  cent  zinc.  Three  assays  from  the  two  pipes  in  the  foot  wall 
average  5.9  per  cent  lead,  131.6  ounces  silver,  90  cents  gold,  4.6  per  cent  copper,  13.9 
per  cent  zinc.  A  comparison  of  these  selected  assays  of  ore  from  a  depth  on  the 
fissure  and  in  foot  wall  bodies  with  that  of  ore  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  fissure 
indicates  that  lead,  and  probably  silver,  ran  higher  in  upper  carbonate  levels;  that 
gold,  copper,  and  zinc  increase  in  depth,  and  that  foot  wall  bodies  were  richer  than 
fissure  bodies. 

Up  to  1880  the  total  output  is  reported  to  have  been  $1,500,000  in  gold  and 
silver. 

DIXON    MINE. 

Situation  and  development, — The  Dixon  mine  is  situated  on  the  northwest  side 
of  Bingham  Canyon,  at  and  under  the  mouth  of  Freeman  Gulch,  on  a  northeast- 
southwest  fracture  zone,  in  black  calcareous  shale.  This  has  been  opened  to  a 
depth  of  250  feet  on  the  vein  by  the  main  incline  (100  to  150  feet  were  under  water 
at  time  of  visit)  and  for  over  1,000  feet  along  the  vein  by  drifts  driven  northeastward 
and  southwestward  at  several  levels. 

Geology. — The  country  is  a  massive,  fine-grained,  calcareous  shale,  which  appar- 
ently strikes  northeast-southwest  and  dips  northwest.  Its  thickness  has  not  been 
proved,  but  crosscuts  show  it  to  be  at  least  100  feet.  It  may  be  traced  on  the  surface 
on  the  northwest  side  of  main  Bingham  Canyon  for  over  1,500  feet.     Cutting  this 
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member  is  a  distinct  zone  of  fracture  and  movement  which  trends  N.  15®  E.  and 
dips  northwestward  at  angles  ranging  from  20°  to  50°,  with  an  average  of  about 
30°.  Two  strong,  barren  sUp  planes  parallel  to  strike  stand  steeper  than  the  main 
locus  of  ore  and  nearly  vertical.  A  northwest-southwest  plane  appears  to  lead  up 
to,  but  not  through,  the  ore. 

Ore. — A  fracture  is  the  locus  of  the  ore  bodies  and  it  has  been  opened  at  many 
points  along  its  outcrop.  Thus,  600  feet  southwest  of  Freeman  Gulch  it  appears  as 
a  black  staining  of  the  quartzite;  to  the  east  an  incline  cuts  it  at  the  head  of  Big 
Stope;  thence  to  main  incline  northeast  of  mouth  of  Freeman  Gulch  it  is  exposed 
in  tunnels,  inclines,  and  shafts.  Underground  this  locus  presents  a  sharply  defined 
plane  of  movement  under  a  hanging  wall  of  black  shale  and  an  indefinite  foot  wall 
of  the  same  rock,  which  grades  downward  into  quartzite.  None  of  the  bodies  are 
known  to  be  in  contact  with  quartzite  on  either  hanging  or  foot  wall. 

The  ore  occurs  in  double  convex  lenses  which  lie  in  the  fissure  immediately 
below  the  hanging  wall  and  upon  a  bench  formed  by  the  local  flattening  of  the  fissure. 
Smaller  lenses  of  ore  underlie  these  major  bodies.  Although  considerable  explora- 
tion has  been  carried  on  below  the  main  drift  level,  it  is  reported  that  no  continua- 
tion  below  of  the  large  lenses  which  were  followed  from  surface  to  that  level  has  ever 
been  found.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  they  have  been  truncated  by  faults  belonging 
in  the  series  of  barren  northeast-southwest  slip  planes  which  dip  more  steeply  than 
those  at  the  locus. 

Composition  and  value  of  ore. — The  ore  is  a  mixture  of  lead  carbonate  and 
sulphide.  At  several  points,  particularly  in  the  *^Big  Stope,"  considerable  masses 
of  oxidized  ore  lie  below  the  nonoxidized  sulphide  ore.  Oxides  also  appear  within 
sulphide  ore,  as  in  the  *  'Big  Stope,*  *  where  a  strong  band  of  solid  pyrite  underlies 
the  hanging.  A  band  of  brown  carbonate  succeeds  and  is  itself  underlaid  by  sulphide 
ore.  Occasionally  a  bed  of  fibrous  gypsum  separates  the  ore  from  underlying 
black  gouge.  The  ore  is  made  up  of  cerussite  (?),  galena,  pyrite,  and  sphalerite, 
and  the  gangue  includes  selenite  and  fibrous  gypsum.  The  carry  is  stated  to  have 
varied  along  the  fissure,  gold  being  highest  at  the  southwest  and  lead  at  northeast. 
Thus,  values  are  reported"  to  have  run  as  follows:  At  the  head  of  the  *  *  Big  Stope,' ' 
3  to  4  ounces  gold;  100  to  200  oxmces  silver;  to  the  northeast,  lead  increased  15 
ounces,  silver  2  to  4  ounces,  gold  a  trace,  while  farther  northeast  black  ore  ran  6 
to  10  ounces  silver,  with  only  a  trace  of  gold.     Total  output,  about  $200,000. 

Relation  of  Winamuck  lode  to  Dixon  lode. — The  continuation  of  the  famous 
Winamuck  lode  and  its  relation  to  the  Dixon  lode  have  been  long-debated  subjects 
among  many  of  Bingham's  best  miners,  and  to-day  able  experts  hold  that  the  two 
lodes  are  the  same,  while  equally  able  ones  are  strong  in  the  opinion  that  the  two 
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lodes  are  entirely  separate  and  can  not  unite.  The  vague  character  of  the  loci, 
the  variations  in  the  walls,  the  obscurity  of  the  rock  structure,  and,  finally,  the 
lack  of  connections  make  the  question  difficult. 

A  belief  which  has  received  considerable  credence  is  that  the  two  properties 
are  on  the  opposite  limbs  of  an  anticlinal  fold  whose  axial  portion  has  been  removed 
by  Bingham  Creek.  Certain  features  appear  to  support  this  view.  Thus,  the 
northeast  strike  of  the  beds  on  the  Dixon  side  of  the  gulch  seems  to  swerve  slightly 
toward  the  Winamuck,  as  if  to  form  the  nose  of  an  anticline  plunging  northeast 
under  Bingham  Canyon.  The  Winamuck  lode  strikes  directly  toward  the  Dixon 
property,  and  in  both  a  small,  black,  fine-grained,  arenaceous  rock  forms  the  hanging 
wall.  But  against  the  probability  of  the  unity  of  these  lodes  pertinent  objections 
arise.  Although  both  foot  and  hanging  walls  in  the  Dixon  are  of  black  shale,  this 
black  shale  is  not  always  even  the  hanging  wall  in  the  Winamuck,  and  quartzite 
forms  normally  the  foot  wall.  Again,  the  general  trend  of  the  Dixon  is  N.  15°  to  25° 
E.,  while  that  of  the  Winamuck  is  N.  40°  W.;  nor  is  there  visible  evidence  that  the 
trends  var^-  so  as  to  bring  the  lodes  into  continuity  one  with  the  other.  Furthermore, 
the  apex  of  the  Dixon  is  said  to  have  been  traced  northeastward  much  beyond  the 
Winamuck.  In  brief,  the  Dixon  seems  to  be  a  lode  trending  with  the  strike  of  the 
beds  down  the  canvon  between  like  walls,  while  the  Winamuck  seems  to  be  on  a 
fracture  trending  across  the  bed  of  the  canyon  between  unlike  walls.  The  question 
rests  unproved,  but  the  balance  of  evidence  inclines  toward  the  probability  that 
the  Winamuck  and  Dixon  lodes  are  not  the  same,  although  the  Winamuck  fault 
might  cut  the  Dixon  lode. 

TIEWAUKEE    MINE. 

Situation  and  development, — The  Tiewaukee  mine  is  situated  on  the  southwest 
side  of  the  maiu  Bingham  Canyon  about  500  feet  south  of  the  mouth  of  Freeman 
Gulch.  A  series  of  northeast-southwest  lodes  with  northwest  dips  has  been  opened 
by  a  crosscut  tunnel  210  feet  in  length  at  Tramway  level*  lateral  drifts  therefrom, 
winzes  down  on  vein,  stopes  up  on  vein  and  upper  tunnel,  and  inclines  connecting 
the  levels. 

Geology. — The  country  rock  is  quartzite,  which  is  locally  calcareous  and  includes, 
on  the  lower  level,  black,  fine-grained,  arenaceous  members.  This  country  is  cuU 
by  a  series  of  movement  planes  which  trend  N.  30°  to  42°  E.  and  dip  northwestward 
at  angles  ranging  from  20°  to  70°.  These  sometimes  appear  to  coincide  with  the 
bedding,  and  at  others  clearly  cut  steeply  across  the  banding  of  the  quartzite. 
The  dip  and  strike  vary  much  in  the  upper  workings.  Faulting  on  northeast  planes 
is  visible  on  the  lower  level;  downthrow  to  north  and  heavier  offset  has  probably 
taken  place  upon  upper  level. 

1055&— No.  38—05 20 
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Occurrence  of  ores, — The  ore  occurred  in  lenticular  shoots  on  the  fissures,  with 
branching  lenses  in  the  hanging  and  foot  walls,  or  ascended  in  the  hanging  wall  as 
irregular  sinuous  pipes.  On  the  main  level  the  loci  are  the  four  most  pronounced 
zones  of  movement  of  the  northeast-southwest  series.  The  walls  are  either  normal 
quartzite  or  black  shale,  as  follows:  (1)  Fissure  nearest  gulch,  walls  of  crushed 
quartzite  inclosing  black,  shaly  gouge;  (2)  next  beyond,  walls  of  quartzite,  black 
shale  occurring  in  local  stretches;  (3)  walls  of  quartzite;  (4)  hanging  wall,  black, 
calcareous  shale,  foot  of  quartzite.  The  second  and  third  fissures  have  been  most 
thoroughly  opened  and  show  the  shoots  to  be  exceedingly  irregular  in  form,  direction, 
and  size.  Above  the  main  level  the  ore  appears  to  leave  the  definite  fissure  and 
to  follow  a  serpentine  course  as  pipes  or  chimneys  in  the  hanging  wall,  now  flat- 
tening, now  standing  vertical.  Many  vugs,  pockets,  and  lenses  in  the  quartzite 
show  iron,  copper,  and  lead  sulphide  frozen  to  the  walls. 

Composition  of  ores, — The  ore  is  composed  of  galena,  pyrite,  chalcocite,  and 
sphalerite,  with  a  quartz  gangue.     D.  B.  Huntley  states  that — 

* '  the  gangue  of  the  vein  [probably  the  outer  one  of  the  four  described  above]  is  a 
very  soft,  blue  clay,  with  bands  of  quartz,  in  which  binnite,  pyrargyrite,  zinc  blende, 
pyrite,  galena,  and  sometimes  native  silver  occur  quite  irregularly.  On  either  side 
of  the  vein  there  is  a  10-inch  band  of  low-grade  pyritous  ore.  For  60  feet  from 
the  croppings  only  ochery  carbonates  were  found.  At  about  550  feet  ruby  silver 
and  large  quantities  of  zinc  blende  appeared.  The  different  minerals  are  in  bands, 
ruby  silver  occurring  on  the  foot  wall,  zinc  blende  and  pyrites  in  the  center,  and 
galena  on  the  hanging  wall.^^" 

The  transition  between  carbonates  and  sulphides  is  very  similar  to  that  seen 
in  the  Black  Dog  tunnels.  Carbonates  occur  in  the  surface  portions  and  pass  into 
sulphides  in  depth  both  downward  on  the  veins  and  southwestward  deeper  into 
canyon  wall. 

Values. — ^In  1880  it  was  reported  that  ^  *  360  tons  were  extracted,  which  assayed 
about  95  ounces  silver,  40  per  cent  lead,  and  $12  gold.^'''  A  recent  leaser  reports 
from  No.  2  lode  work-tunnel  level,  60  ounces  silver,  40  to  50  per  cent  lead;  from 
winze  below  work  level,  102  ounces  silver,  22  per  cent  lead,  12  per  cent  zinc,  and 
at  the  level  of  middle  tunnel  a  foot-wall  body  under  main  shoot,  which  was  followed 
JOO  feet  on  dip,  yielded  $17  gold,  33  per  cent  iron. 

CALEDONIA    MINE- 

Situation  and  development. — This  property  is  situated  in  Winamuck  Gulch 
about  250  feet  above  Bingham  Creek  and  1,400  feet  S.  15°  E.  of  the  Winamuck 
boiler  house.  Its  workings  comprise  a  tunnel  about  500  feet  in  length,  two  inclines 
down  on  a  lode,  and  a  raise  on  same  to  upper  stopes. 

aTenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  411.  6 Ibid. 
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Geology, — The  country  rock  is  a  gray  sandstone  and  quartzite.  Fissures  strik- 
ing N.  40°  W.,  with  considerable  minor  faulting,  appear,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
inclines  a  gently  dipping  fault  seems  to  truncate  banding  in  quartzite. 

Ore. — The  ore  occurs  in  layers,  associated  with  a  bed  of  disintegrated  quartzite 
and  gray  sandstone,  which  averages  2  feet  in  thickness  and  dips  to  the  southwest- 
ward.  Above  the  work  level  a  shoot  follows  an  irregular  course,  being  flat,  then 
branching  into  the  walls  as  pockets  and  lenses,  then  rising  steeply  along  a  northeast- 
southwest  fracture  plane.  Below  the  work  level  it  lies  more  uniformly  with  the 
bedding.  The  upper  workings  yielded  carbonates  and  the  small  stopes  off  from 
the  east  incline  show  pyrite  and  galena,  the  latter  mainly  in  pockets.  This  mine 
was  worked  in  the  early  days  for  carbonate  ore,  and  the  total  output  to  1880  is 
reported  to  have  been  $15,000.  Leasers  are  now  explormg  the  sulphides  in  the 
lower  workings  for  lead,  silver,  and  gold. 

SEDALIA    TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  1,200  feet  southeast  of  the  Caledonia  and  is  driven 
S.  35°  W.  through  quartzite.     No  mineral  was  seen. 

MOHAWK   TUNNEL. 

The  Mohawk  tunnel  is  situated  just  east  of  the  railroad  in  the  bottom  of 
Bingham  Canyon,  about  1,000  feet  northeast  of  the  Winamuck  boiler  house.  As 
far  as  it  was  accessible  at  time  of  visit,  the  first  210  feet,  it  followed  a  southeast 
course  (S.  40°  E.)  through  quartzite.  The  banding  in  the  quartzites  indicated  a 
strike  about  east-west  and  a  gentle  northerly  dip  with  local  folds.  No  mineral 
was  seen. 

BROAD   GAUGE    MINE. 

Situation  and  development. — The  Broad  Gauge  is  situated  on  the  northwest 
side  of  Bingham  Canyon,  about  2,400  feet  above  Dry  Fork.  The  ore  occurred 
adjacent  to  a  lower  contact  of  porphyry  with  quartzite.  The  development  com- 
prises a  tunnel  over  500  feet  in  length,  with  inclines  down  80  to  90  feet  and  short 
drifts  off  from  foot,  a  raise  to  upper  levels  and  stopes,  an  incline  to  the  surface 
over  100  feet,  and  a  short  lower  tunnel. 

Geology. — The  normal  quartzite  is  cut  by  an  irregular  body  of  porphyry. 
On  the  surface  this  mass  is  seen  to  be  the  southeast  extension  of  a  persistent  dike 
which  extends  northward  from  this  property  for  over  a  mile.  Underground  the 
main  body  has  been  followed  down  on  its  northwest  dip  almost  continuously  from 
the  surface  to  a  point  about  225  feet  below  the  work  level.  A  second  body  appears 
to  branch  from  the  main  dike  as  a  sill  and  dike.  The  thickness  of  these  bodies 
at  one  point  was  .  5  to  20  feet,  and  at  another  it  was  reported  to  be  40,  bufdfevel- 
opment  is  insufficient  to  afford  a  proper  estimate  of  thickness. 
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Ore. — The  ore  has  occured  chiefly  in  lenses  in  a  zone  of  crushed  quartzite 
which  lies  immediately  under  the  branching  porphyry  body.  These  lenses  differ 
in  thickness,  the  largest  being  at  most  a  foot  and  a  half  thick.  They  do  net  lie 
at  the  contact  but  in  the  quartzite,  and  they  are  separated  from  the  porphjTy 
by  about  6  inches  of  quartzite.  Associated  with  the  pay  ore  in  the  quartzite 
breccia  are  chalcanthite,  hematite,  pjTite.  and  selenite.  The  ore  is  a  lead  car- 
bonate with  accessor}'  gold  and  silver,  and  is  reported  to  run  8  to  300  ounces  of 
lead  and  low  in  gold  and  silver. 

MIDLAND    MINE. 

Situation, — The  Midland  mine  is  situate<J  on  the  southeast  side  of  Bingham 
Canyon,  just  above  Drj-  Fork,  the  lower  tunnel  lying  1.200  feet  southwest  of  the 
mouth  of  Dry  Fork,  and  the  upper  at  the  head  of  the  road  in  Damphool  Gulch. 

Development  and  geology. — The  upper  tunnel  enters  a  strong  fissure,  aft^r 
passing  eastward  525  feet  through  quartzite.  This  has  been  opened  by  drifts 
to  the  north  and  south  for  about  700  feet.  It  trends  X.  10^  \V..  S.  10°  E..  dips 
westward  at  angles  ranging  from  70°  to  H0°,  and  the  crushed  zone  between  slicken- 
8ide<i  walls  varies  in  width  from  3  to  15  feet.  The  lower  tunnel  enters  quartzite 
550  feet  below  and  1,350  feet  northeast  of  the  upper,  strikes  a  fracture  zone,  and 
ex<*ept  for  incidental  departures  follows  it  southeastward  for  nearly  800  feet 
The  zone  trends  N.  10°  to  20°  W.  and  dips  westward  at  angles  ranging  from  65"^ 
to  H()°.  the  average  being  70°,  and  varies  in  thickness  from  a  close  fissure  to  4  feet 
For  the  greater  portion  of  its  course  it  lies  within  quartzite  walls  and  carries  stained 
m^heriuis  material.  Soon  after  cutting  the  fissure,  however,  it  crosses  a  narrow 
iliko  of  porphyry,  small  fault  blocks  transported  by  subsequent  movement  on 
the  llHHurt*,  and  a  dike  80  feet  in  thickness  on  the  top.  Above  the  upper  tunnel 
nimr  the  crest  of  the  divide,  a  strong  fracture  zone,  which  has  been  explored  by  a 
Mi^'ioH  of  open  cuts,  shows  a  trend  and  location  conformable  to  that  of  the  main 
fUMiu*e  if  the  vertical  dip  at  the  surface  be  considered  to  continue  down  nearly  to 
tho  upper  tunnel. 

Ore.  The  crushed  quartzite  exposed  on  the  open  cuts  on  the  apex  is  highly 
MtaiiUMi  with  brilliant  red,  yellow,  and  brown  colors,  and  it  is  stated  that  some 
ftKcelleat  ore  occurred  there.  The  ore  is  worked  through  the  upper  tunnel.  It 
occurn  ii\  the  fissure  in  three  distinct  shoots,  which  appear  to  pitch  steeply  to  the 
HdUth.  The  northern  one  is  80  to  90  feet  broad  on  the  top,  the  central  one  50  to 
(M),  and  the  extent  of  the  southern  is  unproved.  They  show  brown  carbonate 
ore  blotched  with  marcasite  and  a  few  cores  of  galena;  while  the  intervening 
barrou  portions  of  the  fissure  carry  loose,  sandy,  stained  breccia. 

Values. — The  ore  is  in  the  form  of  carbonate.  Its  character  and  values  differ 
in  the  different  shoots.     Copper  is  reported  to  be  highest  in  the  northern  shoot, 
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silver  highest  in  the  middle  shoot,  and  lead  highest,  silver  lowest,  and  copper 
absent  in  the  southern  shoot.  Ore  from  the  northern  shoot  is  said  to  have  assayed 
38  per  cent  lead,  8  to  10  ounces  silver,  $3  gold,  and  some  copper,  and  the  southern, 
or  lead  shoot,  is  said  to  have  run  50  per  cent  lead.  No  true  ore  body  has  been 
encountered  in  the  lower  tunnel,  although  a  small  pocket  was  opened  which  is 
reported  to  have  assayed  $80  in  gold.  The  well-defined  hanging  wall  appears 
still  to  be  the  pathway  for  water.  The  tunnel  is  now  being  driven  southward 
with  a  view  to  working  the  shoots  opened  in  the  upper  tunnel  at  this  lower  level 
below  the  downward  extent  of  oxidation. 

SILVER   BELL   MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  on  the  northwest  side  of  Bingham  Canyon,  just 
below  the  Midland  mine.  The  tunnel  extends  northwestward  for  300  feet  and 
opens  a  well-defined  zone  of  clay  gouge  in  quartzite  1  to  2i  feet  thick.  This 
trends  N.  20°  W.  and  dips  southwestward  at  angles  ranging  from  45°  to  50°.  It 
has  been  followed  down  to  60  feet.  Ore  is  said  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
quartzite  overlying  the  gouge  and  is  reported  to  have  assayed  65  ounces  silver, 
6  per  cent  lead,  and  $3  gold. 

MIDAS   CREEK. 

The  upper  portion  of  Midas  Creek  cuts  across  the  northward  continuations 
of  the  Fortune  sill  and  of  a  massive  limestone  which  appears  to  correspond  to  the 
Jordan  member.  These  two  members  have  formed  the  basis  for  considerable 
prospecting  in  this  locality,  but  no  properties  were  operated  at  time  of  visit.  The 
lower  course  of  the  creek  within  the  limits  of  the  area  studied  is  on  the  eastern 
limiting  extrusive  volcanic  tuff  and  unconsolidated  waste.  Bingham  tunnel, 
which  lies  in  its  outer  area,  is  the  only  property  to  be  described  in  this  locality. 

BINGHAM   TUNNEL. 

Situation  and  development, — The  entrance  to  Bingham  tunnel  is  situated 
in  a  gully  in  the  foothills  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  main  Oquirrh  Range,  about 
2|  miles  due  east  of  the  Winamuck  mine,  575  feet  lower  than  the  mouth  of  Carr 
Fork,  1,375  feet  lower  than  the  No.  7  tunnel  of  the  Highland  Boy,  and  1,250  feet 
lower  than  the  Evans  tunnel  of  the  United  States  Company.  The  tunnel  extends 
directly  southwestward  (S.  48°  to  50°  W.)  for  about  2,150  feet  and  lies  entirely 
in  latite  (extrusive).  A  shaft  is  reported  to  be  down  70  feet  at  a  point  in  line  of 
tunnel  and  4,000  feet  from  its  mouth,  1,850  feet  beyond  the  present  face  of  tunnel. 

Object. — The  primary  object  of  this  enterprise,  as  stated  by  the  manager  of  the 
Bingham  Tunnel  Company,  is  to  furnish  a  low-level  outlet  for  the  large  properties 
of  Bingham.     Dimensions  of  7  to  8  feet  in  height  and  8  to  9  feet  in  width  have  been 
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maintained  with  the  intention  of  allowing  space  for  a  joint  work  tunnel  as  well  as 
supplying  drainage  and  ventilation.  If  ultimately  completed  as  designed  it  will 
have  a  total  length  of  about  4  miles.  Beyond  the  immediate  utility  of  the  project 
in  draining  the  combined  Dalton  and  Lark-Yosemite-Brooklyn-Lead  mine  group,  its 
success  will  depend  upon  the  continuance  in  depth  of  the  main  shoots  in  the  large 
mines.  In  event  of  not  encountering  possible  obstacles  to  such  continuation  in  the 
Highland  Boy,  Commercial,  Telegraph,  and  Jordan  properties,  Bingham  tunnel 
might  become  of  essential  importance  in  the  profitable  exploitation  of  very  low- 
grade  ores. 

Geology. — This  property  is  located  within  the  great  area  of  extrusives  which 
blanket  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Oquirrh  Range  in  this  region.  Limited  surface 
exposures  and  the  section  revealed  by  this  tunnel  show  that  the  general  country 
rock  in  this  area  is  latite.  At  the  mouth  )f  Bingham  tunnel  this  appears  to  be  a 
flow  or  breccia  made  up  of  roughly  circular  portions  of  fine  light-gray  cores  inclosed 
by  crushed  and  broken  cementing  material  of  similar  composition.  Weathered 
exposures,  as  in  main  Bingham  Canyon  (PI.  XI),  exhibits,  in  addition  to  this  brec- 
ciated  character,  a  rough-bedded  or  flow  structure.  An  exposure  on  the  north  side 
of  the  canyon  shows  that  this  latite  overHes  an  old  soil  and  land  surface,  and  this 
evidence  is  corroborated  by  the  general  distribution  of  this  mass,  which  wraps  about 
the  sediments  and  covers  them  up  to  a  generally  constant  elevation.  In  short,  these 
facts  indicate  that  the  country  rock  in  this  region  is  a  flow  or  succession  of  flows  of 
latite. 

Examination  of  the  walls  of  the  tunnel  shows  that  although  the  greater  portion 
of  the  country  rock  is  the  normal  Ught-gray  latite  (homblende-biotite-latite)  many 
of  the  included  subangular  blocks,  ranging  in  diameter  from  a  few  inches  to  1  or  2 
feet,  and  even  considerable  stretches  are  made  up  of  a  finer-grained,  darker  rock, 
which  is  a  slightly  different  type  of  latite  (hornblende-augite-latite).  The  sub- 
angular  inclusions  embrace  various  facies  of  the  latite. 

In  one  instance  a  continuous  mass  of  the  hornblende-augite-latite  about  75 
feet  thick  was  penetrated  and  a  well-developed  breccia  ted  contact  exposed.  Its 
relation  to  the  general  country  could  not,  however,  be  clearly  determined.  It  seems 
probable  that  either  the  composite  country  rock  is  made  up  of  a  succession  of  flows, 
which  vary  somewhat  in  mineralogical  composition,  or  that  within  the  general  out- 
flow more  basic  portions  segregated.     It  was  not  possible  to  determine  this  feature. 

The  country  rock,  as  may  be  seen  in  that  portion  of  it  which  is  traversed  by  the 
Bingham  tunnel,  is  intersected  by  sUp  planes,  some  of  which  are  tight  while  others 
bear  gouge  and  some  breccia.  Their  prevailing  trend  is  northwest-southeast  and 
their  dip  is  northeast.  So  far  as  observed,  however,  neither  these  fissures  nor  the 
country  rock  carries  metallic  values,  and  no  assays  have  been  reported. 
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KEYSTONE  GULCH. 

This  gulch  cuts  the  sedimentary  series  3,000  feet  southeast  of  Midas  Creek  in  a 
northeasteriy  direction.  The  country  rock  is  normal,  gray-brown  quartzite  (strike 
north-northeast,  dip  northwest  at  angles  ranging  from  20°  to  30°)  locally  brecciated 
with  more  calcareous  portions  and  cut  by  porphyry  sills.  The  eastern  extruv^ive 
extends  up  the  gulch  to  the  new  Mammoth  mill.  About  1,500  feet  above  a  strong 
sill  is  opened.  At  a  distance  of  600  or  700  feet  up  the  gulch  a  minor  sill  rises  from 
the  bottom  up  the  mountain  slope  over  a  prominent  ledge  of  quartzite  and  porphyry 
that  crosses  the  cre^t  of  the  divide  at  the  head  of  the  gulch.  The  lowest  sill  is 
about  150  feet  thick  and  is  the  largest  sill  known  in  the  district.  It  is  known  to 
extend  from  the  main  intrusive  body  of  Upper  Bingham  to  a  point  beyond  Midas 
Creek.  This  has  been  opened  at  many  points  and  reaches  its  greatest  economic 
importance  on  the  Fortune  property.  It  may  be  appropriately  known  then  as  the 
''Fortune  sill.'' 

The  ore  bodies  known  to  occur  in  this  gulch  lie  on  or  adjacent  to  incline  con- 
tacts with  porphyry.  The  properties  will  be  described  in  the  following  order: 
Fortune,  Congor,  Illinois,  Blaine,  and  Extra  Session. 

FORTUNE    MINE. 

Situation. — ^The  Fortune  mine  is  situated  in  the  middle  portion  of  Keystone 
Gulch,  about  6,300  feet  east-southeast  of  the  mouth  of  Carr  Fork  and  an  equal  dis- 
tance northeast  of  the  mouth  of  Bear  Gulch.  Its  ore  bodies  occur  at  the  lower 
contact  of  the  Fortune  sill. 

Development, — Development  has  proceeded  through  a  system  of  tunnels  which 
have  been  driven  southeastward  on  the  lower  contact  of  the  sill.  The  main  tunnels 
(from  lowest  to  highest,  which  is  also  the  order  of  length,  longest  to  shortest)  are 
Contention,  Keystone,  Freedom,  and  Fortune.  Through  these  the  contact  has  been 
explored  along  its  strike  for  about  1,000  feet,  and  on  the  dip  over  600  feet.  The 
northwest  crosscut  from  the  Contention  pierces  the  sill  to  the  overlying  quartzite. 

Geology, — The  Fortune  sill  may  be  traced  on  the  surface  up  along  the  divide 
between  Copper  and  Keystone  gulches,  across  it,  just  above  the  saddle,  and  down 
northwestward  to  the  bottom  of  Keystone  Gulch,  and  thence  northwestward. 
Quartzite  appears  to  lie  both  above  and  below  it  wherever  it  is  exposed  in  Keystone 
Gulch,  but  a  thin  limestone  outcrops  below  it  just  below  the  upper  trail  on  the  Cop- 
per Gulch  side.  Underground  the  quartzite  strikes  generally  S.  25°  to  30°  W. 
(though  at  one  point  in  upper  workings  it  was  S.  12°  E.)  and  dips  20°  to  35°  to  the 
northwest,  with  an  average  of  30°,  and  the  sill  dips  in  general  accordance  with 
the  bedding.  At  the  point  on  Contention  level  where  a  northwest  crosscut 
shows  its  thickness  to  be  150  feet,  its  lower  contact  dips  22°  and  its  upper  24°. 
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Normal  quartzite  here  overlies  it  for  at  least  125  feet,  and  similar  crushed  quartzite 
is  seen  to  underlie  it  at  the  entrance  of  the  Contention.  At  several  points  por- 
phyry breaks  upward  from  the  underlying  quartzite  over  lenses  of  calcareous  shale 
3  to  5  feet  in  thickness.  In  some  instances  this  appears  to  be  true,  banded,  blue 
limestone;  in  others,  an  impure,  arenaceous  limestone;  and  again,  a  black  sand- 
stone. Another  phase  of  the  carbonaceous  member  is  undoubtedly  presented  by 
the  white,  ''sugary,^*  honeycombed  quartz  on  the  Contention  level  as  a  replace- 
ment product.  Between  the  sill  and  the  underlying  quartzite  is  a  distinct  and 
perfect  zone  of  movement  which  varies,  excepting  at  one  or  two  points  where 
the  porphyry  is  frozen  to  the  quartzite,  from  a  clean  slip  plane  to  a  thick  band  of 
moist,  clay-like  gouge.  Where  the  black,  calcareous  shale  comes  in  it  is  as  a 
hanging  for  the  fracture.  A  few  northwest  planes  of  movement  and  faulting  suc- 
ceeded both  the  date  of  fracturing  and  the  subsequent  mineralization. 

Occurrence  of  ore. — The  tenacious,  varicolored  gouge  in  the  contact  fissure  gives 
way  at  several  points  along  the  strike  to  lenticular  bodies  of  ore  which  thicken 
rapidly  from  a  feather-edge  to  6  and  7  feet,  then  thin  with  similar  rapidity.  These 
ore  shoots  are  enlongated  lenses  or  pencils  which  have  their  maximum  extent  in  the 
direction  of  dip.  The  four  or  five  distinct  lenses  include  two  main  shoots,  namely, 
one  opened  along  the  Keystone  incline  and  one  along  the  ^ '  Big  raise.  ^ '  The  shoot  on 
the  Keystone  incline  extended  for  more  than  150  feet  along  the  contact  on  the 
Freedom  level  and  has  been  stoped  from  above  the  Fortune  level  to  a  point  about 
50  feet  below  the  Keystone  level,  having  a  total  length  on  the  dip  of  about 
500  feet.  This  shoot  appears  to  grow  narrower  and  thinner  as  it  descends  and  to 
thin  out  before  reaching  the  Contention  level.  The  shoot  along  the  ''Big  raise,^' 
although  not  so  extensive  above,  shows  a  thickness  of  15  feet  on  the  Keystone 
level  and  6  feet  on  the  Contention  level.  Both  shoots  pitch  to  the  southwest. 
No  ore  has  yet  been  found,  as  in  the  Congor,  in  the  Fortune  at  the  upper  contact 
of  the  porphyry. 

Walls, — Quartzite  forms  the  foot  wall  throughout  the  mine,  but  the  hanging 
wall  differs,  being  a  black  pseudolimestone,  as  in  the  lower  extent  of  the  Keystone 
shoot;  coarse  porphyry,  as  over  portions  of  the  *'Big  raise"  shoot;  honeycombed 
quartzite  (replaced  Umestone),  as  best  exposed  on  the  Contention  level,  and  calca- 
reous quartzite,  as  shown  at  the  inner  extension  of  the  Contention  tunnel. 

Composition  of  ore. — The  development  of  this  property  reveals  in  valuable  com- 
pleteness the  succession  in  the  character  of  ore  resulting  from  superficial  alteration. " 
In  the  upper  stopes  on  the  Fortune  and  Freedom  levels,  oxidized  ores  of  lead  and 
copper  are  found  with  them,  and  below  them  the  carbonates  come  in  only  to  give 
way  to  sulphides  in  depth  beneath  the  surface,  and  on  the  lowest  level,  beneath  a 

a  Penrose,  R.  A.  F.,  jr.,  Superficial  alteration  of  ore  deposits:  Jour.  Oeol.,  1894,  vol.  2,  No.  3,  p.  307. 
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shoot  of  sulphide  ore,  metallic  or  native  copper  occurs  in  arborescent  films  in  frac- 
tures in  the  quartzite  foot  wall.  Carbonate  ore  has  been  taken  from  the  Fortune 
level,  from  the  outer  portions  on  the  Freedom  level,  and  sparsely  from  the  Keystone. 
In  general  the  transition  zone  between  superficially  altered  and  unaltered  ore  is 
accordant  with  the  surface.  At  some  depth  beneath  the  surface  the  ore  becomes 
a  copper-iron  ore  carrying  lead  locally.  It  is  composed  of  pyrite,  some  chalcopyrite, 
chalcocite,  and  galena. 

BROOKS    TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  500  feet  north  of  the  Fortune  mill.  It  extends  north- 
ward for  more  than  600  feet  over  a  quartzite  foot  wall,  and  a  brown,  siliceous 
decomposed  rock.  An  examination  of  a  thin  section  of  this  under  the  microscope 
shows  that  it  is  calcareous  sandstone.     No  ore  was  observed. 

CHESTER    TUNNEL. 

The  Chester  tunnel  is  situated  700  feet  northwest  of  the  Fortune  mill,  and 
about  300  feet  northwest  of  the  Brooks.  It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit, 
but  has  been  driven  by  the  Fortune  Company  on  the  eastern  extension  of  the 
Fortune  sill.  Its  dump  is  almost  entirely  made  up  of  coarse  porphyry,  and  shows 
also  black,  siliceous  material,  which  may  be  an  altered,  calcareous  member.  No 
ore  was  in  sight. 

CONGOR    MINE. 

Situation  and  development, — The  Congor  mine  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of 
Keystone  Gulch,  1,400  feet  S.  75^  W.  of  the  Fortune  mill.  It  is  located  on  aeon- 
tact  of  coarse  porphyry  (biotite-latite)  with  overlying  black  limestone,  or  gray, 
calcareous  quartzite. 

The  contact  has  been  opened  by  a  tunnel  extending  northward  about  900 
feet,  by  an  incline  running  S.  70°  W.  for  500  feet  at  an  angle  of  30°,  and  by  drifts 
from  this  to  the  northwest  and  southeast  at  several  levels. 

Geology, — The  country  rock  appears  to  be  quartzite  with  local  lithological 
variations.  Thus,  on  the  upper  level  it  is  black,  thinly  laminated,  and  coarsely 
jointed  rock,  resembling  limestone;  at  the  bottom  drift  it  is  a  calcareous  rock  for  a 
distance  of  over  300  feet;  on  the  first  level  above  the  bottom  it  is  a  gray,  slightly 
calcareous  quartzite;  and  on  the  next  level  above  this  it  is  a  white,  calcareous 
quartzite.  Between  this  variable  calcareous  member  and  an  underlying  quartzite 
a  sill  12  to  15  feet  in  thickness  breaks  in  with  an  uneven  upper  contact. 

The  period  of  mineraUzation  appears  to  have  succeeded  that  of  intrusion  and 
to  have  preceded  that  of  fracturing. 

Ore, — The  ore  occurs  in  several  forms.  Commonly  it  is  found  in  a  tabular 
or  lenticular  body  1  to  4  feet  in  thickness  at  the  upper  contact  of  the  sill;  at  other 
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points  it  fills  seams  in  a  fracture  zone  extending  12  feet  above  the  porphyry;  also 
in  a  steeply  inclined  northeast  fissure  as  a  solid  mass  of  ore.  It  occurs  also  as  a 
3-inch  seam  of  black  sulphide  within  the  porphyry  and  as  minutely  disseminated 
grains  in  a  decomposed  talcose  porphjTy.  In  brief,  a  zone  25  to  30  feet  in  thickness 
between  quartzite  walls  is  formed  by  12  to  15  feet  of  mineralized  porphjTy,  an  over- 
lying band  of  gouge  carrying  a  band  of  ore  1  to  4  feet  in  thickness,  and  a  variable, 
gray  and  black,  calcareous  quartzite  or  limestone  10  to  12  feet  in  thicknesa^  fissiu'ed 
and  seamed  with  pyritic  ore.  The  main  body,  however,  lies  on  the  upper  contact 
ot  the  porphyrj'.  In  the  upper  portions  of  the  workings  carbonates  appear,  but 
these  give  way  to  sulphides,  such  as  pyrite,  chalcopyrite,  and  some  chalcocite. 

Values. — It  is  reported  that  the  copper-iron  ore  in  the  northeast  fissure  carried 
15  per  cent  copper  and  that  some  of  that  at  the  porphyry  contact  carried  40  to  50 
per  cent  copper. 

ILLINOIS    MINE. 

Situatian  and  developmenL — The  lUinois  mine  is  situated  in  the  bottom  of 
Keystone  Gulch,  about  1,600  feet  southwest  of  the  Fortune  mill.  It  is  at  the 
lower  contact  of  a  porphyry  sill  with  quartzite. 

The  development  consists  of  a  crosscut  tunnel  driven  southwest  ward  over  150 
feet,  a  drift  on  the  contact  running  south-southeastward  about  275  feet,  and  a 
winze. 

Geology. — The  contact  is  between  a  coarse  porphyry  and  underlying  beds 
which  vary  from  normal  quartzite  to  calcareous  portions.  A  black,  calcareous 
shale  overlies  the  porphjTy.  On  the  main  level  very  little  mineral  shows  on  the 
contact;  some  occurs  in  slip  planes  in  quartzite,  while  on  the  lower  level  pyritic 
ore  occurs  along  the  contact,  and  at  one  point  reaches  a  thickness  of  6  inches. 

BLAINE   TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  in  the  south  side  of  the  gulch,  500  feet  southeast 
of  the  lUinois  and  about  175  feet  above  it.  It  extends  325  feet  in  a  southwesterly 
direction,  thence  80  feet  to  the  northwest.  After  passing  through  porphyry  at 
the  mouth  and  along  the  lower  contact  of  this  porphyry  with  a  black  limestone 
for  about  100  feet,  it  lies  entirely  in  the  black  country  rock.  This  strikes  N.  10**  E. 
and  dips  to  the  northwest  at  an  angle  of  30°.     No  mineral  was  seen. 

EXTRA    SESSION    INCLINE. 

This  property  is  situated  about  2,300  feet  northeast  of  the  Fortune  mill.  Its 
workings  were  not  accessible  at  time  of  visit.  It  is  reported,  however,  that  an 
incline  is  being  sunk  in  a  thin  limestone  which  Ues  upon  porphyry  and  under 
quartzite.     No  ore  has  been  found. 


/ 
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COPPER  GULCH. 

Copper  Gulch  trends  in  a  northeasterly  direction  across  a  series  of  normal 
quartzites  which  include  two  massive  Umestones.  The  upper  limestone  is  crystal- 
line marble  and  the  lower  a  dark-blue  marble.  The  general  strike  is  northeastward 
and  the  dip  is  northward.  The  Fortune  sill  crosses  from  its  parent  at  the  head  of 
the  gulch;  an  irregular  intrusive  body  cuts  the  upper  limestone  below,  and  the 
porphyritic  extrusive  terminates  the  sedimentary'  beds  near  the  mouth  of  the  gidch. 

The  ore  occurs  along  planes  in  the  sedimentary  series,  which  are  accordant 
with  the  bedding  and  adjacent  to  limestone  horizons.  The  mines  of  this  locality, 
together  with  the  Brooklyn  and  Yosemite,  near  the  head  of  Yosemite  Gulch,  have 
been  more  recently  known  as  the  ''Dalton  and  Lark  group."  For  purposes  ot 
description  the  properties  included  in  this  group  will  be  considered,  first,  according 
to  their  geographical  location  by  gulches;  and  second,  by  their  occurrence  on 
separate  lodes. 

DALTON  AND   LARK-LEAD- YOSEMrrE-BROOKLYN    GROUP.* 

The  mines  comprising  this  group  include  in  Copper  Gulch  the  Dalton  and  Lark, 
Yosemite  No.  2,  Richmond,  Lead,  Sampson,  Antelope,  Wasatch,  Miner's  Dream, 
and  Silver  Gauntlet,  and  in  Yosemite  Gulch  the  Brooklyn  and  Yosemite.  Surface 
indications  show  that  they  lie  along  a  belt  of  limestones  in  which  two  massive 
members  outcrop  prominently.  According  to  Mr.  Daggett,  there  is  a  third  zone 
of  mineralization  between  these  two.  The  highest  appears  to  be  the  eastern  con- 
tinuation of  the  Commercial  limestone,  known  as  the  '  'Lead  mine  limestone,' '  after 
the  chief  mine  located  on  it.  The  following  mines  are  also  on  the  same  member: 
Richmond,  north  drift  at  640-foot  level  on  the  Dalton  and  Lark,  Silver  Gauntlet, 
and  June  Blossom.  The  middle  zone  is  stated  by  Mr.  Daggett  to  be  a  lime  belt 
which  lies  between  quartzite  walls,  and  is  so  thoroughly  mineralized  that  very  little 
lime  may  be  seen  to-day.  It  is  known  as  the  '  *  Yosemite-Lark ' '  vein  and  has  been 
worked  through  the  following  mines:  Antelope,  Dalton  No.  2,  Dalton  No.  1,  Sampson 
incline,  Yosemite  No.  2  incline  and  upper  tunnel,  and  Yosemite  No.  1.  The  lower 
zone  is  on  the  apparent  eastern  extension  of  the  Old  Jordan-Old  Telegraph  lime- 
stone, and  in  this  locality  is  known  as  the  ' '  Brooklyn ' '  limestone,  after  the  mine 
of  that  name.  The  following  mines  are  also  on  it:  Wasatch,  Miner's  Dream  tunnel, 
and  Revere. 

a  The  mines  of  this  group  were  not  open  for  study;  consequently,  with  the  exception  of  facts  gathered  from  surface 
exposures,  the  statements  in  this  report  are  baaed  on  the  authority  of  others.  Valuable  information  regarding  history, 
development,  and  output  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Ellsworth  Daggett,  an  experienced  mining  engineer  of  Salt  Lake  City.  Fur- 
ther information  was  supplied  by  Messrs.  E.  Hanauer,  A.  P.  Mayberry,  Charles  Legg,  and  former  leasers  and  employees. 
Mint  reports  have  given  additional  data.  In  May,  1901,  this  entire  group  was  purchased  by  the  Bingham  Copper  and  Gold 
Mining  Company,  and  was  consolidated  with  that  company  under  the  name  "  Bingham  Consolidated  Mining  Company." 
Recent  developments  on  this  property  are  briefly  noted  in  Addendum. 
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Situation, — The  mines  in  the  Lead  mine  zone  are  situated  as  follows:  Lead 
mine,  at  the  head  of  the  tramway  in  the  upper  portion  of  Copper  Gulch,  3,800  feet 
north-northeast  of  Upper  Bingham  and  4,700  feet  northeast  of  the  Telegraph  mine; 
Silver  Gauntlet,  1,050  feet  S.  15°  W.  of  Lead  mine;  Richmond,  2,150  feet  east- 
northeast  of  Lead  mine.  The  situations  of  those  on  the  Yosemite-Lark  vein 
in  Copper  Gulch  are:  Antelope,  360  feet  east  of  Richmond;  Dalton  No.  2,  about 
750  feet  S.  20°  W.  of  Richmond;  Dalton  No.  1,  520  feet  southwest  of  Dalton  No.  2; 
Sampson  (main  incline),  480  feet  southwest  of  Dalton  No.  1;  Yosemite  No.  2  (main 
incline),  1,200  feet  southwest  of  Sampson  incline  and  940  feet  southwest  of  Lead 
mine.  The  situations  of  those  on  the  Brooklyn  zone  in  Copper  Gulch  are :  Miner^s 
Dream  tunnel,  340  feet  south  of  Dalton  No.  2  and  600  feet  northeast  of  Sampson; 
Wasatch  tunnel,  450  feet  east-northeast  from  Miner's  Delight  and  east-southeast 
from  Dalton  No.  1. 

Development,— The  composite  underground  map  of  these  properties  indicates 
that  the  most  extensive  workings  driven  on  these  ore  bodies  from  Copper  Gulch 
are  on  the  Yosemite-Lark  ore  body,  and  that  the  relative  extent  of  those  on  the 
Lead  mine  ore  body  and  Brooklyn  ore  body  is  in  that  order.  The  Yosemite-Lark 
ore  body  has  been  explored  by  the  Antelope  inclined  shaft  on  the  east  to  the 
600-foot  level,  where  a  drift  connects  with  workings  to  the  west;  by  the  Dalton 
inclined  shafts  Nos.  2  and  1  down  to  and  below  the  800-foot  level,  with  drifts 
extending  northeast  and  southwest  on  the  640-,  680-,  and  800-foot  levels;  by  the 
Sampson*  main  incline  down  to  700-foot  level  with  that  number  of  lateral  drifts, 
and  bv  the  Yosemite  inclined  shaft  No.  2  down  to  tenth  level,  with  drifts  of  that 
number  extending  northeastward  and  connecting  at  one  or  more  levels  with  those 
running  west  from  the  Sampson  incline.  In  brief,  the  chief  development  on  the 
east,  between  Antelope  and  Sampson  inclines,  is  on  the  640  and  680  levels;  on  the 
west,  between  Sam.pson  and  Yosemite  No.  2.  It  has  been  regularly  opened  from 
surface  to  lowest  level.  This  ore  body  has  thus  been  continuously  opened  from 
Copper  Gulch  for  a  distance  of  about  1,600  feet  along  its  strike  and  about  1,000 
feet  on  its  dip. 

The  Lead  mine  ore  body  has  been  explored  by  the  Richmond  incline  and  No.  4 
shaft  on  the  east;  by  the  North  drift,  which  extends  about  1,700  feet  along  the 
strike  of  the  ore  body,  and  is  entered  from  the  640-foot  level  on  the  Yosemite-Lark 
ore  body  by  the  Dalton  crosscut  No.  2;  by  the  Anderson  crosscut;  by  the  640-foot 
crosscut;  by  a  crosscut  running  northwest  from  the  foot  of  the  Antelope  incline;  by 
the  Lead  mine  incline,  reported  to  a  depth  of  600  feet,  with  extensive  irregular 
laterals;  and  by  the  Silver  Gauntlet  tunnel  to  a  total  length  of  about  330  feet. 

The  Brooklyn  ore  body  is  here  known  only  through  the  Wasatch  tunnel,  about 
1,200  feet  in  length,  and  the  Miner's  Dream  tunnel,  over  1,000  feet  in  length. 
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Geoloffy. — ^The  general  strike  of  the  three  bodies  is  northeast-southwest  and  the 
dip  northwesterly.  The  continuous  drifts  on  the  640-foot  level  in  the  Dalton  and 
Lark  and  on  the  1,000-foot  level  in  the  Yosemite  No.  2  show  a  constant  strike  of 
N.  42°  E.  The  average  dip  is  about  40°,  though  a  higher  inclination  is  frequent. 
Thus  Huntley  gives  the  dip  of  the  quartzite  walls  in  the  Lead  mine  as  50°. 

The  countr}^  rock  is  quartzite,  and  in  this  are  three  important  occurrences  of  ore. 
The  Lead  mine  is  * 'located  on  a  contact  vein  between  limestone  and  quartzite."^ 
Antelope  crosscut  and  the  Richmond,  reported  on  the  same  ore  body,  are  appar- 
entlv  on  the  lower  contact  of  the  massive  Lead  mine  limestone.  On  the  640-foot 
crosscut  this  is  about  150  feet  thick.  The  Yosemite-Lark  ore  bodv  is  '  'a  lime  belt 
so  completely  mineralized  that  very  little  lime  appears  to-day"  between  quartzite 
walls.  Its  maximum  thickness  is  reported  to  be  25  feet.  The  thickness  of  the 
quartzite  which  forms  the  hanging  wall  for  the  Yosemite-Lark  ore  body  and  the 
foot  wall  for  the  Lead  mine  ore  body  varies,  being  100  feet  along  the  Dalton 
crosscut  on  the  640-foot  level,  120  feet  on  the  640-foot  crosscut  1,000  feet  to  the 
southwest.  The  Brooklvn  ore  bodv  is  on  a  second  massive  limestone,  wliich  lies 
on  quartzite  walls  and  averages  150  to  160  feet  in  thickness.  The  tliickness  of 
the  quartzite  intervening  between  the  Yosemite-Lark  ore  body  and  the  Brooklyn 
ore  body  on  the  Miner's  Dream  quartzite  is  about  300  feet. 

In  this  region  the  ore  bodies  are  fortunately  free  from  interruption  by  porphyry 
as  compared  with  the  other  properties  on  the  same  limestones  to  the  west.  Antelope 
crosscut  passes  through  a  sill  25  feet  thick,  which  lies  in  the  quartzite  between  the 
Lead  and  Yosemite-Lark  ore  bodies.  The  extension  in  the  Dalton  and  Lark  ore 
body  westward  from  Yosemite  No.  2  main  incline  appears  to  be  interrupted  by  an 
irregular  intrusive,  which  may  be  seen  breaking  across  the  Lead  mine  limestone  on 
the  surface  along  the  zigzag  trail  which  leads  south  from  the  Lead  mine  to  the 
Brookljm  and  Yosemite;  also  in  tunnels.  Mr.  Daggett  states  that  the  zones  are 
not  known  to  be  faulted. 

Occurrence  of  ore. — The  ore  occurs  in  tabular  bodies  or  extensive  and  relatively 
thin  lenses,  whose  strike  and  dip  are  accordant  with  those  of  the  calcareous 
members  which  they  either  partially  or  entirely  replace. 

On  the  Yosemite-Lark  ore  body  it  would  appear  from  the  location  of  workings 
that  the  locus  of  ore  deposition  between  the  Antelope  and  Sampson  was  not  miner- 
alized in  pay  quality  above  the  640-foot  level.  Farther  southwest,  between  Sampson 
and  Yosemite  No.  2,  pay  values  extended  not  only  to  an  equal  depth,  but  above,  to 
the  surface.  Mr.  O.  A.  Palmer  is  quoted  as  having  reported  that  ' '  the  ore  shoot 
now  being  worked  upon  the  Lark  vein  is  one  continuous  body  of  ore  1,500  feet 
long,  with  an  average  width  of  5  feet,  and  extends  from  the  560-foot  level  to  the 

a  Mint  report  for  1883.  j).  635. 
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800-foot  level.  But  little  stoping  has  been  done  upon  it.  This  one  body  of  ore 
then  gives  stoping  ground  1,500  by  240  by  5,  which  should  produce  180,000  tons 
of  ore.''" 

Mr.  Daggett  states  that  the  upper  500  feet  on  the  Dalton  and  Lark  ore  body  is 
of  too  low  grade  to  pay  for  stoping  and  that  from  500  to  640  feet  it  is  stoped  out^ 
and  he  describes  the  ore  body  at  present  in  sight  as  3  feet  ^dde,  940  feet  long,  and 
of  unproved  depth. 

The  ore  on  the  Lead  mine  ore  body  seems  to  have  occurred  very  irregularly.  In 
1880,  Huntley*  described  that  opened  in  the  Lead  mine  as  *^a  large-bedded  vein 
or  mineral  belt  ...  in  a  wedge-shaped  mass ' '  which  ^  *  came  within  4  feet 
of  the  surface' '  while  '  'branching  from  this  [the  body  or  chimney  of  clear  cerussite 
10  inches  square  in  about  the  center  of  the  mass],  and  in  all  parts  of  the  mine,  occur 
bodies  and  stringers  of  the  clean  ore,  from  a  few  inches  to  a  few  feet  in  width.' ' 

The  Mint  report  for  1884  states  that  'Hhe  Lead  mine  is  a  location  on  the 
Yosemite  ledge' '  which  '  *  has  a  succession  of  ore  chimneys  of  unusual  dimensions,' ' 
and  that  *  *  two  ore  pipes  have  been  cut  by  this  (second)  level,  and  also  by  the 
fourth  level  120  feet  lower."  ^ 

Of  the  Brooklyn  ore  body  in  Copper  Gulch  little  has  been  published.  Himtley '' 
gives  ' '  the  widths  of  vein"  as  ' '  60  feet,' '  and  the  Mint  report  states  that  this  lode 
is  reached  by  a  tunnel  and  an  incline  down  on  it  220  fcet.*^ 

Composition  of  ore. — In  composition  the  ore  found  in  the  upper  workings 
was  a  carbonate  carrying  lead,  silver,  and  gold.  In  depth  sulphides  have  been 
reached  and  a  sample  of  ore  shows  galena,  pyrite,  and  quartz.  Huntley  states 
that  the  Lead  mine  ore  ' '  consisted  of  a  light-brown,  granular,  and  crystallized 
cerussite  (locally  called  Crystallized  lead')  mixed  with  small,  angular  fragments 
of  quartz."-^'  The  oxidized  ore  extends  to  a  much  greater  depth  in  the  proper- 
ties lying  on  this  slope  of  the  deep,  waste-filled  Jordan  Valley  than  it  does  in  mines 
lying  within  the  range;  thus,  at  a  depth  of  600  feet  in  the  Lead  mine  sulphidea 
had  not  been  encountered  (compare  BrookljTi,  p.  321),  while  often  the  outcrops 
of  some  of  the  ore  bodies  found  near  the  crest  of  the  range  are  said  to  have  been 
§ulphides.  The  penetration  of  oxidation  to  such  depths  appears  to  have  given 
rise  to  the  opinion  that  ' '  the  ore  will  be  found  in  an  oxidized  condition  to  an 
infinite  depth.'  '^^ 

Values. — The  ores  are  usually  separated  into  two  different  classes,  the  first 
being  smelting  ore,  and  the  others  requiring  preUminary  concentration.  Consid- 
erable bodies  of  low-grade  ore  are  said  to  have  been  opened  in  most  of  the  mines 
of  this  group.     In  the  Yosemite-Lark  ore  body  the  quality  of  ore  varied  along  both 


n  Mining  Review,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  October  15,  1900. 
(>  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  420. 
cMint  report,  1884,  p.  418.  * 

(<  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  420. 


'Mint  report,  1884,  p.  635. 
/Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  420, 
a  Mint  report,  1882,  p.  262. 
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strike  and  dip;  thus  the  grade  of  that  on  the  Dal  ton  and  Lark  ground  ran 
sUghtly  higher  than  that  to  the  west  on  Sampson  and  Yosemite  No.  2  ground. 
The  value  of  the  ore  in  the  Dalton  and  Lark  shoot  ran  very  low  in  the  upper 
500  feet;  increased  to  good  pay  values  thence  to  the  680-foot  level;  then  fell  off, 
but  continued  higher  than  the  average  value  of  all  ore  above.  In  the  Yosemite 
the  ore  grew  leaner  in  depth. 

In  the  estimation  of  Mr.  Daggett,  based  upon  an  observation  of  ore-in-place 
assays  of  numerous  samples  and  known  history  of  the  mines,  ^*  there  is  probably 
within  minable  hmits  below  the  lowest  workings  as  much  and  as  rich  ore  as  has 
been  encountered  in  the  portion  explored.^'  The  average  of  the  actual  values 
of  ore  and  the  products  from  the  several  properties  are  as  follows: 

Production  of  certain  mines  in  Copper  OuUh. 


Name  of  mine. 


Lead. 


Per  cent. 

Dalton  and  Lark i      19 

Sampson j      43.  55 

Yosemite  No.  2 \      43.21 

Lead  mine I      41 .  14 


Silver. 

1 
Gold. 

Ounces. 

Ounce*. 

24 

0.075 

9.02 

.48 

16.58 

.065 

7.82 

.053 

Total 
product. 


Tons. 

32,826 

4,876 

12,728 

62,531 


NEW   MAMMOTH    MINE. 

Situation  and  development. — This  property  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of 
Copper  Gulch  a  few  feet  north  and  300  or  400  feet  above  the  Dalton  and  Lark. 
It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit.  It  is  reported  to  be  located  on  a  fissure  plane 
in  altered  quartzite  which  dips  with  the  bedding  at  an  angle  of  about  40°.  Develop- 
ment work  consists  of  a  tunnel  driven  at  a  low  level  in  the  hanging  toward  the 
fracture  and  an  inclined  shaft  down  on  the  fissure  400  feet  from  its  outcrop  on 
the  brow  of  the  spur. 

The  altered  quartzite  which  forms  the  walls  of  the  fissure  is  stated  to  carry 
a  little  ore  in  an  oxidized  form.  This  is  made  up  of  a  little  gold  with  a  little  pyrite. 
Assays  from  ore  in  the  mine  average  $1.43  gold;  from  ore  in  dump  $2;  and  the 
actual  yield  from  the  mill  was  $1.40. 

YOSEMITE  GULCH. 

The  series  of  quartzite  and  interbedded  limestones  that  are  crossed  by  Copper 
Gulch  outcrop  about  the  north  and  west  and  forking  heads  of  Yosemite  Gulch. 
Underlying  quartzites  inclose  thin,  black,  siliceous  or  cherty  members — probably 
altered  limestone — and  near  the  base  a  thick  massive  limestone.  The  extrusive 
porphyry  terminates  the  outcrop  of  the  last,  two  irregular  bodies  break  abruptly 
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acro6r4  the  \te<Li  on  the  south  side  of  the  o^ilch,  and  oe&r  the  hesd  an  extensive 
j)orphyi7'  \)fAy  breaks  up  acri:)5>ft  the  Jordan  limestone  into  the  base  of  the 
Commercial  limestone.  The  general  strike  is?  northeasterly  and  dip  northwesterly. 
The  more  important  f:>ccurrences  of  ore  known  in  this  I«jcality  are  on  planes 
generally  accordant  vi^ith  the  bedding  and  ast««K'iateil  with  calearet>us  members. 
This  will  be  considered  under  the  pri>perties  on  which  they  are  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  Brooklyn.  Yt)semite.  Revere.  Paradox.  Gladstone.  St.  Joe.  No- You- 
Don't.  Badger,  and  Chicago. 

Situation. — The  Brooklyn  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  n^vtli  fort  of 
Yosemite  Gulch.  2A()0  feet  south  of  the  Lead  mine.  3.2t»  feet  east  of  Upper  Bing- 
ham, and  an  equal  distance  northeast  of  the  Telegraph  mine.  It  is  located  on  the 
lower  of  the  two  main  limestones. 

Derflopm^nt. — This  ore  body  has  been  more  extensively  developed  at  this  mine 
than  at  any  point  east  of  the  United  States  properties.  A  generalized  map  of  under- 
ground workings  shows  that  in  depth  it  Is  known  through  an  incline  which  is  down 
1,450  feet,  and  that  along  the  strike  it  has  been  opened  by  drifts  driven  northeast  and 
southwest  for  many  hundred  feet  from  the  incline  at  tifteen  levels,  those  upon  the 
Xo.  5  level,  for  example,  extending  1.300  feet  from  face  to  face.  The  )Iint  report  for 
18S4  ^p.  417 »  further  states  that  **the  first  level  S4>uthwest  has  been  connected  with 
the  bottom  of  the  old  Revere  workings.  It  is  still  1. 000  feet  from  the  southwest  end 
of  the  property,  and  is  at  least  1.100  feet  above  water  level.  A  tunnel  starting  in 
from  the  gulch  below  the  works  connects  with  this  level  southwest,  allowing  the  cars 
to  be  run  out  instead  of  hoisted,  and  helping  the  ventilation.  A  series  of  raises  is 
being  brought  up  from  the  lower  levels  and  from  the  fifth  to  the  first,  and  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  levels  are  to  be  worked  out  throu^  the  fifth. 

The  extension  of  the  level  to  the  Revere  makes  the  distance  for  which  this  lode 
has  been  e.xplored  underground  along  the  strike  about  2.000  feet. 

Gicio^j. — On  the  surface  this  limestone  zone  is  seen  to  be  made  up  of  true  lime- 
stone portions,  somewhat  cherty  in  places,  with  interbedded.  more  siliceous  portions 
which  are  not  distinguishable  from  quartzite.  The  width  of  outcrop  decreases  rapidly 
southwestward.  and  on  the  spur  next  south,  it  was  not  found  to  outcrop  as  a  true 
limestone.  The  ore  body  is  reported  to  be  in  a  normal  limestone  between  quartzite 
walls  (PI.  XLV).  Its  general  strike  is  northeastward:  the  dip  is  said  to  steepen  in 
depth  as  follows:  ''From  surface  to  fifth  level,  average  dip  .T2°:  fifth  to  seventh, 

•Owing  to  the  reported  pRveoee  of  wAter  up  to  \ht  fifth  lev^  tnd  to  the  onsi^  cooditioo  of  the  indlDe  to  thkt  pofcit 
tH»  ftopertj  w%a  not  examined  by  the  writer.    The  4e9crf pti«xi  here  pveo  is  b«aed  apoa  infonnAtioa  suppOed  bj 
E.  Dacpett.  A.  P.  Ma jberry.  Charles  Legg.  and  the  Ccnsos  and  Mint  reports. 
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38°;  eighth  to  tenth,  42°;  tenth  to  twelfth,  47°;  twelfth,  steeply.  No  faulting  has 
been  encountered. 

Occurrence  of  ore. — The  ore  is  said  to  occur  in  lenticular  shoots  or  pencils  wliich 
lie  on  the  plane  of  the  quartzite  foot  wall.  '  'The  mine  has  three  regular  ore  pipes  in 
the  length  of  ground  broken  continuous  from  the  surface,  and  new  ones  are  coming 
in  on  the  sixth  and  seventh  levels  southwest,  and  on  the  tenth  southwest  and  north- 
east.' '  ^  The  last  superintendent  states  that ' '  the  ore  body  on  the  lowest  (1,450-foot) 
level  is  2  to  18  feet  thick,  and  180  to  190  feet  wide  along  strike. ' ' 

Composition  of  ore. — The  ore  carries  gold,  silver,  and  lead,  and  is  essentially  a 
lead-silver  producer;  lead  seems  to  have  been  the  chief  component.  Below^,  with 
the  appearance  of  pyrite,  some  copper  and  gold  may  be  expected.  Oxidation  is 
reported  to  extend  to  a  depth  of  1,200  feet.  *  '  *  Iron  pyrites  occur  in  the  center  ore 
pipes  just  above  the  eleventh  level,  cutting  out  the  larger  moiety  of  lead. ' ' '' 

Values. — In  1884  first-class  ore  was  reported  to  average  50  per  cent  lead  and 
9  ounces  silver;  second  class,  20  per  cent  lead  and  4 J  ounces  silver.  The  general 
average  of  assay  values  gives  lead  39.23  per  cent,  silver  9.33  ounces,,  and  gold  0.057 
ounce.     The  known  output  to  1900  was  94,280  tons. 

REVERE    MINE. 

Situation. — The  Revere  mine  is  situated  1,700  feet  south  of  the  Brooklyn,  at 
the  point  where  the  main  road  from  Yosemite  crosses  the  divide  of  the  first  spur  to 
the  south.  It  is  located  on  a  strong  fracture  zone  which  strikes  northeast  and  dips 
northwestward  at  an  angle  of  38°.  This  has  been  opened  by  an  incline  on  the  fissure 
which  is  now  accessible  to  a  depth  of  150  feet,  but  is  reported  to  be  down  550  feet, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  connected  with  the  main  Brooklyn  incline  by  a  drift  on  the 
Brooklyn  lode.  The  country  rock  is  a  breccia  made  up  of  angular,  unconsolidated, 
siliceous  fragments  of  quartzite,  and  possibly  some  limestone.  At  time  of  visit 
leasers  were  taking  small  quantities  of  rich  ore  from  minor  fractures  within  the 
breccia.  Former  extraction  has  left  a  good-sized  stope,  which  descends  as  a  sinuous 
pipe.  In  1884  it  was  reported  that ''  7,300  tons'*  of  Revere  ore  *' averaged  45  per 
cent  lead,  22 J  ounces  silver,  and  $3  gold  per  ton.*'* 

YOSEMITE    MINE.^ 

Situation  and  development. — The  Yosemite  is  situated  in  the  north  fork  of 
Yosemite  Gulch,  600  feet  northwest  of  the  Brooklyn.  It  is  on  the  Yo  emite-Lark 
lode,  which  is  developed  here  by  an  incline  that  has  been  carried  down  on  the  vein 

a  Mint  report,  1884,  p.  417. 

ft  According  toCbarles  Legg,  "below  surface; "  according  to  A  P  Mayberry,  "to  twelfth  level." 

<*  This  mine  is  idle  and  is  reported  to  be  under  water  to  the  upper  levels.    With  the  exception  of  the  facts  relating  to  the 

west  tunnel,  and  concerning  the  head  of  the  main  incline,  the  information  contained  in  this  description  has  been  obtained 

from  Messrs.  Hanauer,  Daggett,  leasers,  employees,  and  from  published  reports. 
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to  a  depth  of  more  than  800  feet  by  drifts  (four  to  the  northeast  and  eight  to  the 
southwest);  a  west  tunnel,  driven  westward  for  about  1,000  feet  from  a  point  on 
the  outcrop  of  the  vein  300  feet  west  of  the  main  incUne,  and  by  adit  tunnek,  with 
connecting  incUne,  on  the  rising  outcrop. 

Geology, — ^The  country  rock  is  quartzite  which  dips  northwestward  at 
angles  ranging  from  32°  to  45°.  In  the  west  drift  the  mineralized  portion  is  a  banded, 
thinly  laminated,  cherty  limestone  which  lies  upon  a  quartzite  foot  wall.  At  head 
of  main  incline  the  foot  wall  is  a  ferruginous  quartzite  dipping  northwestward  at 
angles  ranging  from  32°  to  44°.  '^The  gangue  of  the  vein  is  composed  of  quartz, 
clay,  and  talcose  clay,  stained  with  oxide  of  iron  above  the  water  line,  or  450-foot 
level.  ""^     Cross  fissures  cut  the  zone  of  mineralization  in  west  tunnel. 

Occu7ren<^€  of  ore. — The  ore  occurs  in  two  positions:  Elongated,  lenticular  shoots 
in  the  base  of  the  limestone  overlying  the  foot-wall  quartzite,  and  in  fissures.  Thus, 
at  Black  stope,  above  the  west  tunnel,  an  ore  body  stands  nearly  vertical  in  the  Ume- 
stone  and  makes  out  thereon  from  a  fissure.  ^  'There  are  five  or  six  ore  pipes  in  the 
length  of  ground  broken,  dipping  in  the  vein  from  the  southwest  45°.  One-fifth  of 
the  vein  on  its  strike  is  ore  pipes. "  *  ' '  One  shoot  was  found  from  20  to  60  feet  long, 
and  5  to  25  feet  (average,  7  feet)  wide,  extending  rom  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  500 
feet.  Another  body  of  very  clean  carbonate  ore  began  160  feet  from  the  surface 
and  extended  100  feet,  being  6  feet  wide  and  50  feet  long.  Various  other  small  beds 
have  been  found.  ^ '  '^  A  shoot  found  by  a  leaser  500  feet  west  of  the  incline,  between 
the  600-  and  800-foot  levels,  was  about  6  feet  in  thickness,  100  feet  wide  on  foot  wall, 
narrowed  and  thinned  downward,  and  pitched  south  west  ward.  The  average  assay 
value  of  shipments  from  the  Yosemite  No.  1  is  50  per  cent  lead,  14  ounces  silver, 
and  0.07  ounce  gold;  and  the  total  product  to  1900  is  30,000  tons. 

PARADOX   MINE. 

This  mu\e  is  situated  600  feet  southwest  of  the  Yosemite,  in  the  base  of  the 
Yosemite  limestone.  A  tunnel  extends  about  400  feet  southwesterly  on  the  foot- 
wall  quartzite,  and  cuts  a  mineralized  northwest-southeast  fissure.  This  fissure 
crosses  a  series  of  banded  cherts  and  carries  a  seam  of  galena  one-half  to  1^  inche^s 
in  thickness. 

ST.  JOE    MINE. 

Situation  and  development. — The  St.  Joe  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the 
head  slopes  of  Yosemite  Gulch,  about  2,000  feet  east  of  the  Telegraph  mine,  and 
1,600  feet  south  of  the  Brooklyn.     The  main  tunnel  extends  about  1,200  feet  in  a 

a  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  421.  bMlnt  report,  1884,  p.  418. 
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northwest  direction  (N.  65°  W.)  on  a  strong  northwest  fissure  in  porphyry.  Cross- 
cuts southwest  on  breccia  zones  extend  roughly  50,  100,  and  260  feet,  respectively. 
Geology. — The  tunnel  pierced  quartzite  at  its  mouth,  but  within  a  short  distance 
passed  through  a  strongly  brecciated  zone  of  rock  into  firm  porphyry,  which  continued 
to  the  face.  The  separate  breccia  zones  lie  under  the  main  porphyry  and  at  both 
the  upper  and  lower  contacts  of  a  minor  porphyry  mass  100  feet  in  thickness.  Trans- 
verse fractures  cut  both  porphyry  and  breccia  zones,  and  in  the  latter  carry  a  moist 
material  resembling  mud,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  name  of  *' mud  veins.''  The 
mud  veins  are  reported  to  have  furnished  most  of  the  ore  encountered  thus  far. 
Its  value,  as  shown  by  a  certificated  assay,  was  lead,  26  per  cent;  silver,  12  ounces; 
gold,  0.04  ounce. 

NO-YOU-DON't   PROSPECTS. 

This  property  is  situated  1,400  feet  southeast  of  the  Telegraph  hoist,  at  the 
crest  of  the  divide,  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  Telegraph  limestone.  At  this  point 
an  irregular  dike-boss  of  porphyry  breaks  across  the  limestone  and  terminates 
it  locally  on  the  east.  A  short  tunnel  has  been  driven  northward  in  discolored, 
crushed  material  resembling  limestone,  and  a  shaft  is  being  sunk  in  similar 
material  a  few  feet  to  the  east.  No  pay  ore  has  been  encountered  yet,  but  the 
staining  of  the  limestone  is  suggestive. 

BADGER    MINE. 

The  Badger  mine  is  situated  in  Lower  Yosemite  Gulch,  2,200  feet  east- 
southeast  of  the  Yosemite.  It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit,  but  judging  from 
surface  indications  exploration  has  proceeded  on  a  contact  between  quartzite  and 
overlying  black  chert.     No  ore  was  observed. 

CHICAGO   MINE. 

This  property  is  situated  in  Lower  Yosemite  Gulch,  1,800  feet  east-northeast 
of  the  Badger.     It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit. 

SAINTS'  REST  GULCH. 

Saints'  Rest  Gulch  lies  next  south  of  Yosemite  Gulch,  and  the  two  trend 
roughly  parallel.  Normal  quartzites  here  strike  northeast-southwest.  Fossiliferous 
blue  limestones  cap  the  spurs  to  the  south.  Very  little  work  has  been  done  in  this 
locality,  and  that  is  being  directed  toward  exploring  fissures  in  porphyry  and  quartz- 
ite, as  in  the  Daylight  Extension,  or  limestone  contacts,  as  in  the  Lenox. 
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DAYLIGHT  EXTENSION  TUNNEL. 

The  Daylight  Extension  tunnel  is  situated  in  the  east  slope  of  Saints'  Rest 
Gulch,  3,000  feet  southeast  of  the  Telegraph  tunnel,  and  2,000  feet  east  of  the  Bear 
Gulch  road.  It  extends  about  400  feet  south-southwest  along  a  zone  of  fissures. 
These  penetrate  brecciated  quartzite  to  dikes  of  fine-grained  intrusives  and 
quartzite.  The  main  fissure  zone  followed  by  the  tunnel  trends  N.  65°  to  70°  W. 
through  quartzite  and  dikes  alike.  It  carries  a  seam  of  zinciferous  galena  that 
ranges  in  thickness  from  3  to  4  inches. 

LENOX  TUNNEL. 

The  Lenox  tunnel  is  situated  in  Saints'  Re^t  Gulch,  about  1,600  feet  south- 
east of  the  Daylight  Extension.  It  extends  southeastward  through  cherty 
limestone  and  an  intrusive  in  barren  black  limestone.  Its  total  length  is  about 
250  feet.     No  ore  was  observed. 

YE8-YOU-DO  NO.  3  TUNNEL. 

This  tunnel  is  situated  on  the  slopes  above  and  about  665  feet  southwest  of 
the  Daylight  Extension.  It  follows  a  basal  contact  of  an  intrusive  over  quartzite 
for  75  feet  in  a  west-southwest  direction.     No  ore  was  seen. 

BLACK-JACK  GULCH. 

The  north  slopes  of  Butterfield  Canyon,  in  the  vicinity  of  Black-jack  Gulch 
and  parallel  gulches  to  the  east  and  west,  are  on  an  alternate  series  of  quartzite, 
fossiliferous  blue  limestones,  and  calcareous  sandstones.  Their  general  strike 
is  east-northeast,  and  their  dip  is  northward.  Numerous  sills  have  found  their 
way  into  tliis  series  at  different  levels.  The  lower  portion  of  Black-jack  Gulch 
lies  in  the  area  characterized  by  sediments,  the  headward  portion  on  a  large,  irreg- 
ular dike.  The  character  of  the  ragged  inclosing  quartzite  boundaries,  their  con- 
traction to  a  narrow  throw  across  the  most  massive  beds,  the  composition  of  the 
limestone-horse  ledge  therein,  and  the  orientation  of  beds  branching  laterally 
from  the  main  intrusive  mass  all  unite  to  suggest  that  the  movement  of  this  intrusive 
was  from  south  to  north. 

The  ore  which  has  been  discovered  in  tliis  locality,  so  far  as  known,  lies  without 
exception  on  fissures  which  trend  northeastward  and  southwestward  through  both 
quartzite  and  intrusives,  and  dip  to  the  north. 

All  of  the  properties  in  this  gulch  which  were  active  at  time  of  visit  are  operated 
by  the  Butterfield  Mining  Company.  They  may  be  best  considered  collectively 
with  a  view  to  the  light  they  throw  on  a  unified  group  of  lodes  in  the  following 
order:  Queen  tunnel,  Eagle  Bird  incline,  Northern  Chief,  Bemis,  and  Butterfield. 


1* 
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BUTTERFIELD   GROUP.* 

Situation, — This  group  covers  an  extensive  tract  which  extends  from  main 
Butterfield  Canyon  northwestward  along  Black-jack  Gulch  and  across  the  divide 
at  its  head  into  Porcupine  Gulch.  Thus,  the  geology  of  the  Butterfield  group  is 
the  geology  of  Black-jack  Gulch. 

Development, — The  northeast-southwest  ore-bearing  fissures  have  been  devel- 
oped by  individual  tunnels  and  drifts  on  veins,  as  in  the  Northern  Chief,  Bemis,  and 
Hiatt;  by  inclines,  as  in  the  Eagle  Bird,  and  by  two  long  crosscut  tunnels,  as  in  the 
Queen  and  Butterfield. 

The  head  of  the  Eagle  Bird  incline  is  situated  on  the  crest  of  the  divide  between 
the  heads  of  Black-jack  and  Bear  gulches,  just  east  of  United  States  Locating 
Monument  No.  6.  The  incline  descends  northwestward  787  feet  at  an  angle  of  40® 
to  80°,  and  from  it  drifts  were  cut  on  Eagle  Bird  fissure  at  100-,  300-,  500-,  600-, 
and  700-foot  levels. 

The  Northern  Chief  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Porcupine  Gulch,  400  feet  north- 
northeast  of  the  Eagle  Bird.  A  short  tunnel  leads  southwestward  to  drifts,  inclines, 
shafts,  and  stopes  in  a  strong  zone  of  brecciated  porphyry. 

The  Queen  tunnel  enters  the  north  side  of  Black-jack  Gulch  1,600  feet  south- 
east of  the  Eagle  Bird  and  at  the  end  of  the  main  road  from  Bear  Gulch.  It  extends 
northwestward  2,750  feet  across  several  fissure  veins,  seven  of  which  have  been 
opened  by  drifts,  including  the  Queen,  Fischer,  and  Eagle  Bird  veins. 

The  Bemis  tunnel  enters  475  feet  southeast  of  the  Queen,  runs  northwestward 
to  the  Bemis  and  Hiatt  vein  (Queen),  and  follows  that  southwestward  for  a  distance 
of  725  feet. 

Butterfield  tunnel  starts  from  main  Butterfield  Canyon,  1,000  feet  below  and 
about  1  mile  east  of  Queen  tunnel.  It  is  mapped  and  reported  to  extend  N.  60® 
28'  W.,  with  an  absolutely  straight  course  for  8,766  feet,  and  to  lie  almost  imme^ 
diately  under  the  Queen  on  its  inner  course.  It  was  driven  with  the  twofold  view 
of  draining  the  upper  workings  so  as  to  permit  exploitation  of  Queen  vein  downward 
and  of  cutting  the  known  lodes  at  a  depth. 

Geology, — ^The  general  strike  of  the  quartzite  in  the  upper  portion  of  Black- 
jack Gulch,  where  most  of  the  development  has  taken  place,  is  northeast-southwest 
and  the  dip  northwest.  The  Northern  Chief  and  Eagle  Bird  are  entirely  in  an 
igneous  country.  The  Queen  tunnel  is  in  an  intrusive  body  for  the  first  640  feet, 
with  the  exception  of  a  thin  strip  of  quartzite  near  the  mouth;  it  th^n  passes 
through  quartzite  for  1,200  feet  to  a  drift  on  Eagle  Bird  vein,  cutting  an  east-west 

a  In  connection  with  the  work  on  this  property,  the  writer  is  glad  to  acknowledge  the  willing  assistance  and  courtesy  of 
Mr.  George  \V.  Keel,  manager  and  part  owner  of  the  Buttcrfeld  Mining  Company.  For  recent  development  see  Adden- 
dum, p.  383. 
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dike  175  feet  west  of  the  Eagle  Bird  drift,  then  continues  in  an  intrusive.  The 
Butterfield  tunnel  was  not  accessible  at  date  of  visit,  an  accident  having  occurred 
which  temporarily  interfered  with  collecting  the  supply  of  water  required  for  the 
operation  of  a  powerful  fan.  It  is  reported  to  cut  a  succession  of  quartzites  and 
limestone  in  its  outer  portion  and  the  series  noted  in  the  Queen  tunnel  in  its  inner 
portion. 

Since  the  intrusion  of  these  dikes  and  dike  sills  this  composite  country  rock  has 
suffered  fracturing  along  a  series  of  northeast-southwest  planes  which  dip  40®  to 
85*^  to  the  northwest.  Some  of  these  are  only  barren  fracture  planes,  along  which 
the  country  rock  has  suffered  crushing  and  movement;  others  carry  mineral  in 
varying  degree  and  have  been  opened  by  drifts.  Three  of  the  latter  have  yielded 
valuable  ore  in  paying  quantities.  These  are  the  Queen,  the  Eagle  Bird,  and  the 
Northern  Chief  fissures. 

QUEEN    LODE. 

General  features, — This  lode  was  studied  on  the  Queen  level,  where  it  is  cut 
229  feet  from  the  mouth  and  drifted  on  northeast  and  southwest  for  500  feet.  It 
is  reported  to  have  been  worked  tlu-ough  below  and  proved  to  be  the  same  as  the 
Bemis  and  Hiatt  vein,  and  also  to  have  been  cut  on  Butterfield  tunnel  level.  It 
strikes  N.  50°  E.,  dips  northwest  at  an  angle  of  45°  between  slickensided,  intrusive 
walls,  and  varies  in  thickness  between  5  and  10  feet.  The  zone  is  composed  of 
crushed  or  shattered  intrusive  which  is  divided  into  lenses  by  slip  planes.  Along 
these  planes  oxidation,  alteration,  and  mineralization  have  occurred. 

Ore. — The  ore  occurs  in  lenses  on  these  seams.  The  structure  of  these  lenses 
is  often  distinctly  crustified.  They  are  said  to  be  richest  where  they  are  thinnest, 
and  some  extra-rich  ore  (silver)  extends  up  from  the  apparent  fissure  into  thin 
cracks  -in  the  hanging  wall.  In  composition  the  ore  is  silver-lead  sulphide,  \\dth 
accessory  gold,  iron,  zinc,  and  a  trace  of  copper.  The  gangue  minerals  include 
barite  and  rhodochrosite. 

Considerable  high-grade,  ruby  silver  ore  is  said  to  have  been  found  in  the  roof, 
and  lead  on  the  foot.  The  ore  is  reported  to  carry  silver  (average),  40  ounces, 
(high),  90  ounces;  lead,  15  per  cent;  gold,  $3  to  $4,  as  well  as  iron  and  zinc  and  a 
trace  of  copper. 

This  vein  has  been  cut  on  the  Bemis  and  Hiatt  level  and  Butterfield  tunnel 
level,  100  and  1,000  feet,  respectively,  below  Queen  level,  and  accordingly  fur- 
nishes valuable  evidence  regarding  the  continuation  of  values  in  depth.  Huntley 
records  the  value  of  ore  from  Queen  and  Bemis  (next  level  below  Queen)  to  average : 
Silver,  65  ounces;  lead,  4^  per  cent;  gold,  $5;  and  that  from  Hiatt  (same  vein  on 
Bemis  and  Hiatt  level),  silver,  23  ounces;  lead,  9  per  cent;  gold,  S5.     On  Butter- 
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field  level,  1,000  feet  below  Queen  level,  a  mineralized  vein  was  cut  at  the  point 
anticipated  by  plotting  where  the  Queen  vein  would  come  down.  This  is  said  to 
have  assayed  in  kind  and  quaUty  like  the  Queen  ore,  though  apparently  somewhat 
pinched  and  becoming  barren  toward  the  north. 

EAGLE   BIRD  LODE. 

General  features. — The  Eagle  Bird  lode  was  examined  in  open  cuts  in  its  outcrop 
along  Eagle  Bird  incline,  in  drifts  off  from  it,  and  along  the  drift  500  feet  in  length 
which  has  been  driven  on  it  from  a  point  on  Queen  tunnel  1,900  feet  from  the  mouth, 
and  it  is  reported  to  have  been  cut  on  the  Butterfield  tunnel  level.  It  trends  due 
north  and  south  in  south  drift  on  700-foot  level  and  N.  15°  E.  on  Queen  tunnel 
level.  It  dips  northwestward  at  an  angle  of  60°  from  the  surface  to  the  300-foot 
level,  at  40°  for  a  short  stretch  between  the  300-  and  400-foot  levels,  at  from  70°  to 
80°  immediately  below,  then  at  60°  to  the  bottom,  with  an  average  of  about  63°.  Its 
outcrop  shows  a  belt  of  shattered  and  altered  monzonite  which  appears  bleached 
to  a  speckled  white  product  for  a  width  of  4  feet.  Underground  it  is  a  zone  of 
fracture  and  movement  in  monzonite  which  reaches  a  maximum  thickness  of  20 
to  30  feet.  The  pay  portion  of  this  fissured  fracture  zone  lies  usually  between 
distinct  slip  planes,  often  immediately  under  the  hanging  wall,  and  consists  of  a 
mineralized  streak  which  varies  from  1  to  5  feet  in  thickness,  with  an  average  of 
3  to  4  feet.  It  carries  galena,  sphalerite,  rhodochrosite,  and  quartz.  These  occur 
in  crustified  structure,  with  barite  and  rhodochrosite  cores  inclosed  successively  bj- 
bands  of  galena  (1  to  4  inches  thick),  sphalerite,  quartz,  disseminated  pyrite,  and 
an  irregular  quartz  and  brecciated  intrusive  mass  seamed  with  galena  veins. 

Values. — The  values  lie  not  alone  in  the  visibly  mineralized  streak  but  through- 
out the  mass  between  the  distinct  walls.  In  fact,  it  is  reported  that  the  black 
apparently  barren  material  runs  highest  in  gold;  while  the  quartz,  the  lower  crust 
of  the  hanging  wall,  horses  of  intrusives,  and  black,  clayey  gouge  carry  good  values 
of  the  same  mineral.  Silver  is  associated  with  the  galena;  copper  is  low;  zinc 
rises  at  times  to  16  per  cent.  The  richness  of  the  quartz  is  in  strong  contrast  with 
the  barrenness  of  the  rhodochrosite.  Some  arsenopyrite  is  reported.  The  ore 
is  considered  distinctly  adapted  to  milling  for  gold.  Values  vary  a  little  in  depth^ 
copper  being  highest  on  the  surface;  silver  where  the  country  is  most  altered;  and 
gold  $9  to  $25,  in  association  with  quartz. 

NORTHEBN  CHIEF  LODE. 

This  lode  has  been  opened  extensively  by  tunnels  and  inclined  shafts.  It  lies 
in  a  broad  zone  of  brecciated  igneous  rock  and  is  more  irregular  than  either  the 
Queen  or  Eagle  Bird  lode.    The  ore  frequently  occurs  in  pockets.     It  is  remarkable 
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for  its  high  copper  values,  which  he  at  least  in  part  in  covellite.  Assays  are  reported 
to  show  copper,  19  per  cent;  lead,  29  per  cent;  silver,  14  ounces;  gold,  $19.  The 
same  zone  is  said  to  have  been  cut  as  a  small  vein  on  the  Queen  tunnel  level,  but 
has  not  yet  been  reached  on  the  Butterfield  tunnel  level. 

SUMMARY  OF  VALUES. 

In  brief,  the  chief  carry  of  the  Queen  vein  is  silver  with  lead,  of  the  Eagle  Bird 
vein,  gold,  and  of  the  Northern  Chief,  copper. 

LUCKY   BOY   TUNNEL. 

The  Lucky  Boy  tunnel  is  situated  between  400  and  500  feet  southeast  of  the 
Queen,  at  the  bottom  of  Black-jack  Gulch.  The  property  was  not  open  at  time  of 
visit,  but  is  worked  at  intervals  by  leasers.  It  is  understood  to  be  on  a  fissure 
which  trends  parallel  to  those  cut  by  the  Queen  tunnel,  and  to  have  formerly 
afforded  high-grade  oxidized  ore.  It  has  also  been  stated  that  ' '  it  is  a  contact 
vein  and  pitches  into  the  hill  at  an  angle  of  about  20°.'  ^ "  The  same  writer  con- 
tinues, * '  a  long  tunnel  catches  it  on  its  dip  525  feet  below  the  outcrop,  and  a  level 
at  that  point,  as  well  as  one  250  feet  lower,  develops  three  ore  pipes,  which  without 
doubt,  are  continuous  to  the  surface.' '  It  is  from  this  property  that  the  mineral 
^ '  luckite' '  was  described.  It  is  a  variety  of  melanterite,  a  hydrous  ferrous  sulphate 
in  which  1.9  per  cent  of  the  ferrous  sulphate  is  replaced  by  manganous  oxide. 
Mallardite,  a  hydrous  manganese  sulphate,  and  barite  were  also  found  here. 

ADJACENT  GULCHES. 

The  north  slope  of  Butterfield  Canyon  west  from  Black-jack  Gulch  to  its  head 
is  cut  by  a  number  of  gulches  which  expose  geological  features  that  are  character- 
istic of  Butterfield  Canyon.  Massive  quartzite  includes  two  intercalated  calcareous 
members,  a  thin,  brown,  calcareous  sandstone,  and  a  normal  blue  limestone.  Imme- 
diately overlying  the  upper  of  these  two  members  is  a  persistent  intrusive  mass 
in  the  form  of  a  sill,  which  forks  at  the  east  end  and  gives  off  a  minor  dike-sill 
northward.  Toward  the  crest  of  the  divide  a  dike-sill  cuts  massive  quartzite. 
This  composite  country  has  undergone  intense  fracturing  and  fissuring.  The 
principal  underground  work  in  this  vicinity  has  been  done  on  a  prominent  fracture 
zone,  and  minor  fractures  and  some  igneous  contacts  have  also  been  prospected. 

ST.  JAMES   MINE. 

Situation  and  development, — This  property  is  situated  near  the  crest  of  the 
main  Bingham-Butterfield  divide,  at  the  head  of  the  next  gulch  which  unites  with 
main  Butterfield,  west  of  Black-jack,  3,150  feet  south  of  the  Jordan  cyanide  mill, 

a  Mint  report,  1P84,  p.  120. 
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and  1,900  feet  west  of  the  Eagle  Bird  incline.  It  is  located  upon  a  strong  north- 
east-southwest fissure  and  this  has  been  opened  by  three  tunnels  and  a  shaft. 
The  upper  tunnel  is  in  155  feet;  the  middle,  60  to  75  feet  below,  is  in  60  feet; 
the  lowest  is  in  425  feet,  with  crosscuts,  parallel  drifts,  and  an  inclined  shaft;  and 
a  winze  from  between  upper  two  tunnels  extends  180  feet  down  to  lowest  tunnel. 

Geology, — The  country  rock  is  quartzite  which  strikes  N.  80°  W.  and  dips  north- 
eastward at  an  angle  of  15°.  On  the  surface  and  in  the  two  upper  tunnels  this 
appears  to  be  the  only  rock,  but  the  lower  tunnel  cuts  an  intrusive  body  wliich 
inclosed  small  horses  of  quartzite,  banded  limestone,  and  white  limestone,  or 
marble.  Subsequent  to  the  date  of  intrusion  a  powerful  fracturing  occurred, 
represented  b\^  a  series  of  fractures  which  trend  N.  25°  E.,  and  dip  southeastward 
at  an  angle  of  69°.  In  the  main  breccia  zone,  which  lies  east  of  the  Main  tunnel, 
an  altered  quartzite  comes  in  for  a  distance  of  6  feet  and  lies  within  the  main  breccia 
zone  upon  a  foot  wall  of  '* sugary"  quartz. 

Ore. — The  chief  pay  streak,  18  inches  in  width,  is  reported  to  carr\^  15  to  20 

ounces  of  gold,  30  ounces  of  silver,  and  some  lead,  with  an  average  value  of  $35 

per  ton. 

i-i>on't-care  tunnel. 

This  prospect  is  situated  on  the  southwest  slope  of  West  Mountain  in  a  gully 
next  west  of  the  main  spur,  just  below  the  main  road.  It  enters  quartzite  imme- 
diately below  the  limestone.     No  ore  was  observ^ed. 

PINE  CANYON  AND  BALTIMORE  GULCH. 

Pine  Canyon,  with  its  southeastern  branch,  Baltimore  Gulch,  forms  one  of  the 
main  canyons  in  the  western  slope  of  the  Oquirrh  Range.  Its  slopes  descend 
steeply  to  a  broad,  flat  to  convex  bottom  of  gravels,  which  rises  in  an  extensive 
fan  of  gravel  at  the  mouth  of  Baltimore  Gulch.  These  gravels  carry  quartzite, 
sandstone,  impure  calcareous  sandstones,  and  limestone.  These  slopes  are  wooded 
or  cliffed,  and  prominent  ledges  supply  extensive  talus  deposits,  which  in  turn  feed 
the  gravel  bottom.  The  bed-rock  series  is  varicolored  quartzite,  with  soft,  gray 
and  buff  sandstones.  Thin  blue  limestones  outcrop  on  the  main  divide  south 
of  the  Rosa,  and  on  the  west  slope  along  the  trail.  The  strike  is  due  east-west, 
and  the  dip  is  northward  at  angles  ranging  from  30°  to  45°.  The  chief  properties 
in  this  locality  are  the  Star  and  Copper  Boy. 

STAR    MINE. 

The  Star  mine  is  situated  in  the  west  wall  of  Pine  Can  von,  about  300  feet  above 
and  to  the  west  of  the  mouth  of  Baltimore  Gulch.  It  is  on  a  blue  limestone  which 
has  been  opened  at  several  points  on  its  outcrop  by  tunnels  and  incline  shafts. 


330  GEOLOGY    OF   BINGHAM   MINING    DISTRICT,  UTAH. 

At  time  of  visit  the  main  occurrence  of  ore  was  not  accessible.  In  upper  tunnels 
a  thin  zone  of  buff,  earthy  gouge  was  seen  dipping  gently  northward  between 
quartzite  walls.  Below,  on  the  two  main  levels,  this  or  a  similar  ocherous  zone 
is  reported  to  overlie  the  limestone  at  the  base  of  the  quartzite.  This  is  said  to 
carry  the  ore.  At  time  of  visit  a  new  tunnel  was  being  driven  to  tap  the  ore  at  a 
much  lower  level.  The  gold  ore  is  treated  in  a  cyanide  mill  of  25  tons  capacity, 
which  has  been  erected  immediately  bolow  the  tunnels  at  the  base  of  the  slope. 
The  ore  is  said  to  carry  $3  to  $8  per  ton. 

COPPER    BOY    TUNNEL. 

This  property  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Baltimore  Gulch,  3,700  feet  southeast 
of  the  Star  mill.  It  was  not  open  at  time  of  visit;  it  apparently  extends  southward 
through  quartzite.     No  indications  of  ore  were  observed. 


A 


CHAPTER    VI. 

PliACERS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Bingham  is  the  only  locaUty  in  the  State  where  placer  mining  has  been  success- 
fully prosecuted.**  It  reached  its  greatest  development  during  the  years  1868- 
1872,  and  since  then  has  steadily  waned  until  at  present  only  a  few  scattered  creek 
deposits  are  operated.  The  deposits  which  are  known  to  carry  gold  have  been  practi- 
cally worked  out  with  the  exception  of  an  extensive  body  of  gold-bearing  gravels 
that  cover  the  bottom  of  lower  Bingham  Canyon  to  a  considerable  depth. 

Auriferous  gravels  occur  on  the  walls  and  bottoms  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  its 
tributaries  through  a  vertical  range  of  several  hundered  feet,  in  bench,  rim,  and 
creek  deposits.  The  bench  deposits  have  been  opened  in  middle  Bingham  Canyon 
on  Argonaut,  Dixon,  Cherikino,  and  upper  Clays  ground;  in  Carr  Fork  at  the 
Gardella  pit;  and  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon  on  the  St.  Louis,  Lashbrook,  and 
Schenk  ground.  Rim  deposits  were  best  developed  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon, 
where  they  have  been  opened  by  the  Old  Channel,  Clays,  and  Mayberry  workings. 
Shallow  creek  deposits  have  been  worked  at  the  Castro  placer,  in  Bear  Gulch;  at  the 
junction  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  Carr  Fork,  and  at  other  scattered  localities. 
Deep  creek  gravels  have  been  worked  on  West  Mountain  placer  and  Bingham 
placer  ground  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon.  Some  of  these  deposits  may  be  corre- 
lated in  distinct  channels.  They  indicate  deposition  at  successively  later  and  later 
periods  during  a  general  cutting  of  the  valley  down  to  lower  and  lower  levels  through 
five  distinct  stages  of  dissection. 

Most  of  the  gold  has  been  derived  from  croppings  of  ore-bearing  limestone; 
some  has  undoubtedly  come  from  auriferous  copper-bearing  monzonite  and  crop- 
pings of  veins  and  lodes,  and  some  possibly  from  quartzite.  Far  the  greater  portion 
lies  in  the  lowest  5  to  6  feet  of  uncemented  gravel  immediately  above  bed  rock, 
though  a  little  flour  gold  has  been  found  in  a  few  upper  leads.  The  pay  gravel  was 
worked  by  tunnels  on  bed  rock  by  lateral  drifts  from  the  bottom  of  shafts  to  bed 
rock,  and  in  a  few  places  by  hydraulicking.  The  gold  was  usually  recovered  by 
ordinary  sluicing.  It  is  medium  coarse,  well  waterwom,  and  battered.  Values  were 
variable,  averaging  6  to  10  cents  per  yard  in  some  bench  deposits,  over  $2  a  day  in 
some  rim  deposits,  over  S2.75  in  the  Mayberry  rim  deposits,  and  about  10  cents  a 
pan  in  some  of  the  deep  creek  gravels.  The  fineness  is  reported  to  be  between  0.850 
and  0.950.     The  total  known  output  amounts  to  about  $1,500,000. 

a  Tenth  Obosub,  voL  13,  p.  419;  also  Mint  report  for  1870,  p.  219;  idem,  1885,  p.  179. 
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4it!^prttly  r«»'p^>rr*wi.  Or.**-  Aiinhrir  *rAr>»*»  rhAn  piAf-^^r?  »»*r<?  dLacovererf  in  I^^4-' 
.V>fr»^-  pirm^^-n  mAinfAin  nhA5  sp"4d  w*a  firsc  dinrr/VApHi  in  th*  grmv^^k  of  this  cAaj«ML 
iri-  tti^:  fail  of  H^i*^/'  *nrf  -^a-*  *#^tiTeiy  <*aipu"ArM  hv  P««^t^r  Ciat';  An-i  G.  W.  CnjwieT  in 
th^  Apringf  of  1  ii^#7.  r>f,hrf>"n  hoW  r.hAn  ■ '  fr»^  z^Ad  »*«  t:r*t  disi'ovi^n?*!  in  BinghAm  in 
l^A  hj  A  f^rj  of  ^*W  r*lrfomiAn?i.  »ho.  r^tnmin:^  frfim  M'>ntAa*  to  pAae  th*  winttHr 
in  .^Alt  r^k#^  rirr.  pronp^^t^  rht^  rAnyor*  in  ?:h^  ^^riv  pArx  of  thAt  y«?Ar.  It  was  ii»>t. 
how#-v#rT.  'jntil  th#^  spring  of  I^>-S  thAf.  mu^h  work  wa^  don*^  in  pn>ip^f;ting  for  gold 
ifi  t.h^-  jfTAv^U. '  **  Pla/^^r  sf^iW  w  a-  riot.  how^vi^r.  i:h^  ^^nt  whirh  twl  to  the  devefc>p- 
rn^r»f  of  f h^  '^*rnp.  a%  Ka*  Fj*^n  nfi^^  oA-i^  with  ^p  mAny  oth^r  OAmpt^  t>f  the  West.  f«:>r 
fMr\^fUHf^^  arid  milphid^i^  of  I^Ad  And  /ropp^irr  hiAd  Fi**n  discovered  ftbout  two  yeArs 
Jj^rfor*-  -^^  p.  **!,.  Th#r  fir?f  ^n/^r^s^r-fiii  operation  jip»'>n  high-level  giAvels  was- 
/iarri#^l  on  in  H^^n.  af  a  fioinf  ab^^tit  I//1O  fe^t  aV^/ve  My^rs'?.  Hotel. 

Earhj  fifiyy-'f').  TYw  dLv^overy  tFiat  r.h#^  Bingham  graveb  CAiried  gold  in  pAV 
quantities  aroij-»ed  ^eat  ^nthrj>ia>Tn.  and  pi^^-fiecting  waa  thereup>>n  actively  taken 
up.  TTie  r^r^'iif-  w^r^  T^afbifartorj'  J^yond  exfjeftaiion.  for  it  appears  that  by  1S70. 
desnpit^  the  fK^w#-rful  opf>^/5*ifion  of  BrigJiam  Young,  a  million  dollArs  in  streAm  gold 
had  f^e^n  r*-rovfred  from  graveL-n  in  thi.n  di*frirt.  In  fact,  this  early  period,  from 
IS^JS  to  1*^72,  proverl  to  l>e  that  of  maximum  activity  in  gravel  mining. 

iWfi^nt  rondi(i//r».  S'lrtff  that  time,  s/i  far  as  may  Jie  learned  from  incomplete 
re^'ord-t.f^xrr'Tpt  during  a  -flight  revival  in  1  SSI.  the  placer  output  has  steadily  declined. 
T^ftrw  grav*'!  mining  has  U^^-n  int/'rmittently  <:arrierl  on.  As  late  as  1S9S  the  Argonaut 
WA-4  hydraulir-kwl.  In  Der-f-ml^r.  1W2.  Bartholomeo  Gardella.  a  veteran  gravel 
min^T,  WAH  working  the  Dixon  bar  on  its  .southern  portion  in  the  north  slope  of 
Dixon  Gulch.  And  in  recent  years  s^ime  sluicing  hAS  been  conducted  in  Bear  Gulch. 
Tlie  latest  exten.sive  of>eration.s  in  gravel  mining,  and  perhaps  the  most  expensive 
flingl^'  fHece  of  work  ^ ver  undertaken  in  this  line  in  the  State,  was  the  exploration  of 
WfHt  Mountain  gr^Mjnd  toward  the  close  of  the  nineties.  Regarding  this  work,  which 
is  d^'H'TiU'd  in  v>me  detail  in  the  general  consideration  of  that  property,  it  is  suffi- 
cient in  thi.H  connection  to  .state  that  it  was  eventually  abandoned  without  having 
abided  significantly  to  the  output.  Kffcently  the  water-filled  shaft  and  connected' 
working?*  of  thi.s  company  have  l>een  secure<l  by  mill  operators  for  the  purpose  of 
HU[>plying  water  for  u.s/;  in  wet  concentration.  Placers  in  Bingham  have  now  ceased 
U)  be  an  im[Kirtant  wiurce  of  ore. 

»HuntU'.y,  If.  H.,  Twith  ^>fiiiii«,  vol.  U,  p.  4I». 
''  f>ni'm«l  t'ommuuU-i^tifm  Irom  i>unhe\  CU^yn. 

r  f^ra^rfiftl  <ttmm\inU-i^\\tm  Irom  U^orp  Morrln,  one  of  the  origiiiAl  locaton  of  the  Old  JonUn  daim,  the  oldest  in  the- 
8Ut^. 

flUxittiLy.  J.  H,,  Miner*l  Revouroeti  of  the  Territory  of  Uub,  1872,  p.  5. 
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Character  of  gold. — The  detrital  gold  obtained  from  Bingham  gravels  is  coarse, 
ranging  from  one-half  an  ounce  downward.  It  is  reported  to  have  shown  typical 
facies,  being  pounded  and  flattened  into  flakes  and  scales  which  show  puncturing 
and  indenting  by  gravels.     Some  valuable  nuggets  have  been  found." 

The  fineness  of  Bingham  placer  gold  has  been  reported  b}^  two  authors,  and 
<?onsiderable  difference  appears.  Egleston  gives  the  pay  contents  of  Utah  (Bingham) 
gravel  as  follows:  Fine  gold,  967.5;  fine  silver,  132.5  (estimated);  base  metal, 
4.4;  total  crude  metal,  1,104.4.*  Huntley  states  that  the  fineness  averages  about 
0.852  gold  and  0.140  silver.^ 

Occufrence  of  pay. — The  general  occurrence,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from 
information  obtained  from  various  sources,  is  like  that  characteristic  of  placer 
gold  in  old  stream  beds  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  That  is,  pay  occurs  highest 
over  bed  rock  or  in  the  case  of  upper  leads,  over  a  relatively  dense  member,  and 
best  in  the  main  channel,  thinning  outward  toward  the  rims.  This  seems  to  have 
been  found  true  in  the  gravel  of  various  channels,  whether  high-lying  patches, 
intermediate  channels,  or  deep-lying  gravels. 

In  these  gravels  the  values  have  been  found  to  lie  at  two  general  horizons, 
namely,  in  upper  leads  and  immediately  overlying  bed  rock.  (PI.  XLVI.)  Thus, 
in  the  so-called  channel  deposits,  low  values  averaging  $1  to  $2  per  day  were  found 
in  a  ^  'gray  wash* '  8  to  10  feet  in  thickness,  w^hich  lies  15  to  18  feet  above  bed  rock 
upon  8  to  12  feet  of  waste,  including  poorly  sorted  soil,  rock,  and  vegetable  debris. 
But  the  principal  source  of  pay  was  the  ' '  red  gravel  *  *  which  immediately  over- 
lies bed  rock  to  a  thickness  ranging  from  3  to  8  feet.  Similarly,  in  the  gravels 
as  a  whole,  including  this  channel  and  all  others  thus  far  discovered  in  this  local- 
ity, the  bulk  of  the  gold  has  been  taken  from  the  portions  immediately  overlying 
bed  rock. 

The  broad  features  of  occurrence  are  illustrated  by  the  following  examples: 
In  the  exceptionally  rich  stretch  adjacent  to  Damphool  Gulch,  opened  by  the 
Clays  Brothers,  pay  was  taken  from  the  lowest  5  or  6  feet  of  gravel,  and  the  highest 
values  from  the  lowest  portion.  Although  gold  is  said  to  have  been  most  abun- 
dant in  the  high-lying  remnants,  worked  at  various  points  along  the  canyon  wall, 
it  has  also  been  found  to  occur  at  higher  levels,  in  that  portion  of  the  gravel  which 
immediately  overlies  bed  rock.  Thus,  in  the  ground  explored  by  the  Bingham 
Placer  Company,  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon,  some  pay,  composed  chiefly  of  flaky 
gold,  with  some  magnetic  (?)  iron,  lay  upon  a  firm  floor  of  ^'cemenf  gravel,  at 
a  depth  of  115  feet  beneath  the  present  stream  level  and  at  an  elevation  of  at  least 

a  See  Values,  p.  337. 

6 Egleston,  Thomas,  Metallurgy  of  Silver,  Gold,  and  Mercury  in  the  U.  8.,  1890,  vol.  2,  p.  261. 

«  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  419. 
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135  feet  above  bed  rock.  This  was  probably  one  of  the  best-defined  upper  leads 
developed  in  the  history  of  placer  mining  in  Bingham.  Another  instance  is  fur- 
nished by  recent  sampling  of  the  face  of  gravels  exposed  in  the  Argonaut  cut. 
From  this  it  appears  that  the  lowest  30  feet  of  gravel  carries  low  values  through- 
out, although  the  lowest  5  feet  yielded  considerably  higher  values. 

The  occurrence  in  narrow  channels  on  the  rims  of  major  channels  is  admi- 
rably illustrated  by  the  rim  benches  on  the  May  berry  and  the  Clays  ground.  Thus 
the  Mayberry  bar  was  a  deposit  of  pay  gravel  filling  an  early  high  channel  75  feet 
below  the  present  surface.  The  width  developed  between  the  rims  is  about  50 
feet,  and  the  length  from  a  point  where  it  leaves  the  present  rock  wall  to  that 
where  it  reenters  the  main  channel  is  about  150  feet.  Extensive  exploration  of 
the  Clays  bar  adjacent  to  Damphool  Gulch  proved  that  the  benches  on  which 
pay  occurs  there  were  remnants  of  channels  cut  in  bed  rock  at  three  distinct  levels 
during  the  general  epoch  of  degradation.  The  upper  bench  lay  30  feet  below 
the  present  level  of  the  valley  bottom,  and  was  60  feet  in  width.  This  fell  off 
to  a  bench  20  feet  wide  at  a  depth  of  20  feet  below  (250  feet  below  the  surface), 
and  that  gave  way  to  a  third  and  probably  later  narrow  channel  15  feet  lower 
and  30  to  50  feet  wide.  Gold  occurred  in  the  gravel  upon  each  of  these  benches, 
but  the  highest  values  occurred  on  the  liighest  bench. 

As  regards  the  distribution  of  gold  longitudinally  along  the  course  of  the 
streams,  there  appears  to  have  been  some  localization  of  values  in  that  direction 
also.  Thus  the  occurrence  of  the  richest  stretches  appears  to  have  been  in  gen- 
eral in  the  upper  or  headward  portion  of  stream  deposits.  In  certain  instances, 
as  in  upper  Bingham  Canyon  and  Carr  Fork,  the  position  of  these  richer  bars 
was  clearly  determined  by  the  position  of  the  source  of  their  gold,  for  in  these 
localities  paj^  occurred  a  short  distance  dowTistream  from  the  points  where  the 
stream  crossed  ore-bearing  limestones.  The  occurrence  of  nuggets  in  the  ground 
worked  by  the  Clays  Brothers,  near  Damphool  Gulch,  however,  is  not  so  readily 
understood,  for  gold-bearing  members  are  not  known  to  occur  in  that  immediate 
vicinity.  Its  deposition  in  its  present  position  may  have  been  due  to  repeated 
reworking  of  gravels  far  upstream,  or  it  may  be  ascribed  to  unusual  flow  of  water 
after  extremely  heavy  spring  storms.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  it  was  derived 
from  an  adjacent  gold-bearing  ore  body  which  is  still  unknown.  In  a  broad  way, 
just  as  the  size  of  gold  particles  is  found  to  decrease  from  their  parent  ledge  down- 
stream, so  it  appears  to  grow  finer  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  portion  of  the 
Bingham  Canyon. 

The  nature  of  the  association  of  gold  with  its  inclosing  gravel  is  in  general 
that  which  is  characteristic  of  unconsolidated  materials.  The  gravel  which  was 
mined  from  the  surface  of  bed  rock  at  the  extreme  lower  portion  of  the  spur  between 
Bingham  Canyon  and  Carr  Fork,  however,  unlike  the  bulk  of  Bingham  gravels, 
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is  reported  to  have  been  cemented,  and  to  have  required  special  treatment  before 
the  gold  contents  could  be  extracted. 

Exploitation, — The  method  of  opening  the  pay  areas  and  of  extracting  and 
removing  the  gold  varies  according  to  the  location  of  the  individual  occurrences. 
Some  deposits  were  hydraulicked,  others  were  reached  through  shafts  and  lateral 
drifts  off  from  their  bottoms,  a  very  few  were  so  exposed  as  to  permit  working 
immediately  on  surface,  and  a  number  were  operated  through  bed-rock  tunnels. 
Thus,  the  Gardella  and  Argonaut  were  hydraulicked,  the  former  in  1872  to  a  con- 
siderable depth  and  over  a  circular  area,  and  the  latter  in  a  cut  in  gravels  200  feet 
long,  50  feet  wide,  and  50  feet  high.  The  Argonaut  hydraulicking  was  conducted 
under  a  head  pressure  of  100  feet,  through  a  pipe  10  inches  in  diameter  and  three 
twenty-seconds  inch  in  thickness, "  which  carried  from  300  to  400  miner's  inches 
of  water  and  threw  a  stream  80  feet  in  length  from  a  3-inch  nozzle.*  In  early 
times  a  part  of  this  ground  is  reported  to  have  been  drifted.* 

In  exploiting  the  deposits  at  the  mouth  of  Damphool  Gulch  the  Clays  Brothers 
sunk  round  shafts  to  bed  rock  and  stoped  out  the  lowest  5  or  6  feet  of  gravel  for  a 
distance  of  from  6  to  20  feet  from  the  bottom  of  a  shaft.  Two  days  usually  sufficed 
for  sinking  one  of  these  shafts.  The  method  was  safe  and  cheap,  because  drifting 
was  not  carried  far  from  the  bottom  of  a  shaft.  The  situation  of  the  upper  Clays 
bar  in  Bingham  Canyon,  above  the  mouth  of  Carr  Fork,  and  of  Dixon  bar,  permitted 
drifting  in  pay  along  bed  rock  from  the  surface  upstream.  In  a  similar  way,  the 
bottom  gravels  in  West  Mountain  ground  are  said  to  have  been  opened  by  a  bed- 
rock drift  off  from  the  base  of  the  drainage  shaft  along  the  channel.  In  upper 
Bingham  and  Bear  gulches  the  pay  portion  is  exposed  along  its  source  directly 
to-day,  so  as  to  allow  open-cut  working. 

The  pay  gravel  was  removed  in  various  ways.  In  hydraulicking  the  washings 
were  of  course  led  through  sluices.  In  drift  mining,  the  usual  method — cross- 
cutting  and  stoping — was  followed.  In  the  Clays  lower  workings  the  gravel  was 
hoisted  in  rawhide  buckets  by  windlass. 

As  to  the  early  methods  of  saving  the  gold  very  little  information  could  be 
obtained.  Evidently  they  were  very  primitive.  It  is  reported  that  in  1874  gold- 
bearing  gravel  was  drifted  out  and  *  *  washed  in  sluices  on  the  surface.' '  ^ 

At  present  in  Bear  Gulch  water  is  ponded  and  led  through  a  short  flume  or 
sluiceway  over  the  gravels  and  the  gold  is  caught  by  California  riffles.  Sluices 
and  liffles  were  undoubtedly  utiUzed  in  saving  the  gold  from  the  hydraulicked 
gravels,  and  a  similar  method  seems  to  have  been  followed  at  the  West  Mountain 
placer. 

a  Egleston,  Thomas,  Metallurgy  of  SHver,  Gold,  and  Mercury  in  the  U.  S.,  1890,  vt>l.  2,  p.  176. 

<>  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  196. 

^Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13.  p.  420. 
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The  problem  of  suitable  water  supply  has  ever  been  a  serious  one  in  woridn^ 
the  auriferous  crravels  of  Bingham.  The  usual  scarcity  of  water  for  washing  has 
been  experienoed  about  the  heads  of  canyons,  while  the  gravels  which  occupy  the 
deepest  channel  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon  contain  such  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  as  to  interfere  with  underground  work. 

It  has  l>een  said  that  from  the  earliest  days  to  the  present  washing  has  been 
hampered  by  an  insufficiency  of  stream  water.  In  1870  it  was  stated  that  *  'owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  water,  it  ''placer  mining)  could  not  be  successfully  followed  except 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  when  the  melting  snow  furnished  plenty  of  water/  **■ 
At  the  present  day  the  preparations  for  working  the  gravels  in  Bear  Gukh  are  timed 
so  that  the  spring  waters  may  be  utilized.  Although  it  may  be  that  insufficient 
water  supply  might  render  profitable  washing  at  the  upper  portions  of  the  canyon 
and  its  forks  uncertain,  utilization  of  the  present  supply  could  be  far  more  econom- 
ically conser\'ed.  Nor  should  it  be  felt  that  Bincrham  is  less  fortunate  than  manv 
other  [)lacer  IrK-ahties  in  this  respect.  From  replies  to  queries  sent  out  by  mining 
specialists  engaged  in  the  collection  of  data  for  the  Tenth  Census  as  to  source  of 
water  utilized  for  placer  mining,  it  appears  that  S2.93  per  cent  of  the  parties  gave 
snow  as  the  original  s<^iurce  of  their  supply.  15.45  per  cent  rain,  and  1.62  per  cent 
both  snow  and  rain.  At  Bingham  there  are  heavy  snows  which  last  from  early  in 
the  fall  to  late  in  the  spring,  and  it  would  seem  entirely  feasible  to  coDect  the  snow 
water  in  a  cheap  but  adequate  reservoir  and  to  economize  its  use  by  sluicing. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  obstacle  to  the  successful  exploitation  of  the  deep-lying 
gravels,  which  has  long  proved  insurmountable,  has  been  the  excess  of  water. 
Accordingly,  when  the  West  Mountain  Placer  Company  was  organized  in  1898  this 
difficulty  was  considered  and  development  was  undertaken  with  this  in  mind.  It 
was  proposed  to  extend  a  system  of  drifts  and  shafts  across  the  channel  from  rim 
to  rim  on  the  upstream  side  of  the  workable  ground,  to  collect  therein  the  subsurface 
flow  of  water,  and  to  pump  it  thence  to  the  surface,  thus  leaving  the  region  below 
accessible  for  thorough  exploitation.  That  this  method  has  not  succeeded  is  said 
to  be  due  to  insufficient  pumping  capacity.  The  present  superintendent  states, 
however,  that  the  capacity  is  sufficient  to  manage  the  main  flow  from  upstream 
and  that  the  uncontrolled  flow  enters  below  the  drainage  cross  section  by  seepage 
downward  from  the  overlying  creek,  from  side  streams,  or  from  bed  rock.  It  was 
afterwards  proposed  to  govern  this  flow,  which  amounts  to  100  gallons  per  minute, 
by  operating  an  electric  pump  of  900  gallons  power  at  a  lower  shaft.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  entire  drainage  problem  might  have  been  solved  more  satisfac- 
torily by  leading  the  excess  water  out  through  a  long  drainage  tunnel  driven  from 
below  on  bed  rock. 


ft  Huntley,  D.  B.,  Tenth  Cenius,  vol.  13,  p.  420. 
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Values, — The  values  in  Bingham  gravels,  so  far  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
meager  data  at  hand,  have  not  been  high.  The  lowest  30  feet  in  the  Argonaut  cut 
are  reported  to  have  averaged  6  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  the  lowest  5  feet  to  have 
averaged  18  cents.  The  Mayberry  rim  channel  is  said  to  have  averaged  $2.93  a  pan. 
The  lower  rim  channels  worked  by  the  Clays  in  the  lower  canyon  are  stated  by  Mr. 
Clays  to  have  run  fairly  high — 6  pans  it  is  said  averaged  $5,  and  in  places  the 
gravel  ran  $18  to  $20  a  yard.  The  gravel  lying  deep  beneath  the  present  stream 
level,  upon  the  lowest  bed  rock,  was  found  in  the  West  Mountain  workings  to  average 
8  to  10  cents  a  pan.  In  one  instance  it  gave  $1.56  from  a  single  pan;  and  yielded 
several  nuggets  valued  at  from  40  to  50  cents,  and  one  amounting  to  $1.66.  The 
largest  nugget  known  to  have  been  taken  from  Bingham  gravels  is  that  found  in 
August,  1876,  near  Damphool  Gulch,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Clays,  which  is  reported  to  have 
weighed  7  ounces  and  15  pennyweights  and  to  have  been  valued  at  $128.  It  has 
ranked  since  that  date  (so  far  as  known  without  contradiction)  as  the  largest  single 
piece  of  gold  ever  found  in  Utah. 

Output — The  total  value  of  gold  produced  by  the  Bingham  placers  can  not  be 
stated  with  ciiactness.  Precise  returns  were  made  for  only  a  few  years;  general 
averages  were  stated  for  others,  and  no  figures  whatever  were  furnished  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  period  of  operation.  Thus  many  small  amounts  which  have 
been  taken  out  intermittently  for  the  last  nine  years,  but  apparently  not  reported, 
must  be  omitted.  The  Argonaut  is  reported  to  have  produced  $100,000,  and  the 
Clays  diggings  in  the  lower  canyon,  $175,000.  A  single  clean-up  at  the  West  Moim- 
tain  is  said  to  have  yielded  $500.  The  following  summary  is  based  almost  entirely 
upon  the  Mint  reports,  the  best  available  data,  but  the  resulting  total  is  necessarily 
below  rather  than  above  the  true  total: 

Known  otUput  of  placer  gold  from  Bingham ^  Utah. 

186^70 l,000,00a-€00.000 

1871 100,000 

1872 U)0,000 

1873  (from  Bear  Gulch) 27,000 

1874 85,000 

1875 30,000 

1880 «20,000 

1881 116,300 

1890 1P,000 

1891 2,600 

1892 6,000 

Total 1 ,  490, 900  or  1 ,  096, 900 

<«  Tenth  Census,  vol.  13,  p.  318. 
10556— No.  38—05 22 
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Future  of  the  industry. — The  only  considerable  body  of  gold-ber.ring  gravels  in 
Bingham  remaining  unworked  is  that  which  fills  the  bottom  of  lower  Bingham 
Canyon.  Judging  from  all  that  can  be  ascertained  regarding  the  facts  brought 
out  by  its  exploration  and  from  the  opinions  of  inteUigent,  trustworthy  miners  of 
extended  local  experience,  detrital  gold  occurs  there  in  paying  quantities. 

In  placer  gold  deposits,  as  in  case  of  ore  bodies  in  place,  the  most  inaccessible, 
which  are  often  those  at  depths,  await  the  exhaustion  of  superficial  and  more  acces- 
sible occurrences.  Success  in  these  gives  confidence  and  draws  capital  to  wider 
undertakings.  Superficial  pay  gravels  appear  to  have  been  worked  out.  Numer- 
ous isolated  remnants  of  high-level  channels  have  been  explored  from  Upper  Bing- 
ham to  the  Lead  Mill  station.  Some  of  these  paid  well  while  they  lasted;  many 
proved  unprofitable.  The  detrital  gold  which  lies  deep  beneath  the  present  stream 
upon  bed  rock  in  the  lower  canyon  awaits  practical  exploitation  on  a  large  scale. 
Upon  the  outcome  of  such  operations  on  these  deposits  rests  the  future  of  placer 
mining  in  Bingham. 

HISTORY  OF  AURIFEROUS  GRAVELS. 

In  the  following  section  some  of  the  more  important  factors  that  were  appar- 
ently mvolved  in  the  deposition  of  gold-bearing  gravels  at  Bingham  are  briefly 
considered.  These  include  the  development  of  the  present  topography,  the  distri- 
bution and  sources  of  the  gravels  and  of  their  included  pay,  the  deposition  of  the 
placers,  the  correlation  of  the  placers,  and  a  r^sum<?,  of  the  history  of  the  placers. 

Present  topography — ^The  Oquirrh  Range  rises  steeply  from  elevations  on  the 
surrounding  desert  of  about  5,000  feet  to  elevations  on  the  main  divide  of  over 
9,000  feet  at  the  northern  and  over  10,000  feet  at  the  southern  portion  of  the 
range.  Its  actual  lower  slopes  are  buried  beneath  many  hundred  feet  of  rela- 
tively recent  unconsoUdated  deposits,  so  that  it  is  only  the  upper  portion  of  the 
entire  mountains  which  appears  above  this  blanket  of  waste  and  is  to-day  consid- 
ered the  range.  The  eastern  slope  of  the  actual  range  probably  descends  beneath 
Salt  Lake  Valley  on  roughly  the  same  general  inclination  as  Is  exposed  in  its  upper 
portion,  passing  deeper  and  deeper  until,  well  toward  the  eastern  side  of  the  area,  it 
meets  the  much  steeper  western  slope  of  the  Wasatch.  The  variations  in  the  local 
base-level  determined  by  this  heavy  blanket  of  waste,  and  earlier  by  the  inland  sea 
which  occupied  this  area,  have  played  an  important  part  in  the  development  of 
the  present  topography  of  the  range.  A  thorough  consideration  of  these  prob- 
lems requires  more  complete  evidence  than  is  now  at  hand  and  would  lead  far 
away  from  the  more  directly  economic  puri)ose  of  the  present  volume.  The  purely 
physiograpliie  questions  involved,  including  the  main  conclusions  regarding  this 
area,  those  regarding  the  Wasatch,  and  the  correlation  of  the  two,  may  be  presented 
in  a  separate  paper. 
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The  visible  slopes  of  the  range  are  cut  by  numerous  canyons  trending  roughly 
(east-west)  transverse  to  the  range.  Bingham  Canyon,  the  master  stream  of  the 
region  under  special  consideration,  maintains  a  generally  northeast  course  from 
the  main  divide  to  Salt  Lake  Valley,  cutting  obUquely  across  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  range.  Short,  deep,  narrow,  and  steep-sided  canyons  head  on  the  main  divide 
and  drain  into  Bingham  Canyon  from  the  west.  The  bottoms  of  the  master  canyons 
rise  with  comparatively  gentle,  regular,  slopes,  from  the  deserts  far  into  the  range, 
nearly  to  the  main  divide.  Thus  they  have  reached  that  state  of  balance  between 
erosion  and  deposition  known  as  graded,  when,  by  duly  wearing  their  slopes  down 
or  building  them  up  with  respect  to  the  base-level  of  their  basin,  their  capacity  to 
do  work  becomes  equal  to  the  quantity  of  work  they  have  to  do.^  Their  head  ward 
portions,  however,  rise  from  the  partially  graded  stretch  to  the  crest  of  the  main 
divide  by  exceedingly  steep  slopes.  The  side  canyons  draining  into  these  masters 
are,  like  them,  narrow  and  steep,  but  diflFer  in  having  less  graded,  more  steeply 
sloping  bottoms.  Thus  the  main  streams  have  cut  deeply  far  toward  their  heads; 
the  chief  laterals  have  done  the  same  to  a  less  extent,  but  the  numerous  side  gullies 
rise  abruptly.  As  a  whole  the  master  streams  are  fairly  graded,  and  the  principal 
side  streams  are  partially  graded  in  their  lower  and  upper  courses,  and  their  side 
gullies  are  not  graded.  Thus,  while  all  the  canyons  are  narrow,  the  masters  exhibit 
very  narrow  flat  bottoms  which  extend  short  distances  up  the  larger  tributaries. 

The  general  eastern  and  western  slopes  of  the  range,  the  major  divides  between 
master  streams,  and  the  minor  divides  exhibit  definite  systematic  modifications 
in  form.  In  general  the  profiles  of  divides  between  streams  draining  eastward 
show  a  generally  even,  gradual,  decline  to  the  Jordan  Valley,  with  accented  departures 
at  top  and  bottom.  Thus  above  this  prevailing  slope  rise  the  peaks  along  the  main 
divide;  below  it  descends  the  sudden  pitch-off  eastward  to  the  desert.  In  the 
region  about  Bingham  Canyon  the  land  form  appears  to  comprise  five  elements. 
The  prevailing  slope  is  a  moderately  incUned,  partially  graded  surface,  above  which 
rise  precipitous  ledgy  peaks  on  the  main  divide,  and  below  which  abruptly  descend 
the  steeper  slopes  of  the  present  canyon.  Farther  downward  these  slopes  give 
way  to  flat  valley  bottoms,  beneath  which  narrow  steep-sided  trenches  have  been 
cut.  These  several  elements  appear  in  fig.  9  (p.  344),  which  was  prepared  from 
an  exact  tracing  from  a  photograph  of  the  essential  topographic  features.  In 
brief,  the  present  topography,  comprising  several  types  of  form,  is  composite.  The 
production  of  this  composite  topography  as  a  factor  which  influenced  the  deposi- 
tion of  auriferous  gravels  is  briefly  described  under  the  heading  ^*  Stages  of 
erosion,^'  page  342. 

'I Davis,  W.  M.,  Jour.  Oeol.,  vol.  10,  pp.  86,87. 
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Distribution  of  gravels, — Stream  gravels  occur  in  Bingham  Canyon  and  adjoin- 
ing canyons  in  two  forms,  (1)  as  channel  fillings  covering  the  main  bed-rock  bot- 
tomS;  under  present  streams,  creelc  gravels;  and  (2)  as  deposits  on  earlier  stream 
beds  now  left  as  isolated  remjiants  upon  canyon  walls  above  present  streams, 
bench  gravels. 

The  creek  gravels  include  those  lying  in  the  immediate  bed  of  the  present 
creek  (creek  gravels  proper),  those  lying  on  the  rock  walls  (rim  gravels),  and  those 
Ijring  below  the  present  creek  level  inmaediately  upon  the  lowest  bed  rock  (deep 
creek  gravels). 

The  creek  gravels  cover  the  bed  of  Bingham  Canyon  from  the  Jordan  Desert 
well  toward  the  head  of  the  main  canyon,  and  extend  up  Bear  Gulch  almost  to  its 
head,  as  well  as  up  the  other  main  forks  of  the  canyon.  Although  interrupted 
locally  by  bed  rock,  they  are  practically  continuous  along  these  stretches.  Their 
thickness  decreases  upstream.  Thus  near  the  mouth  of  the  canyon,  on  the  Bing- 
ham ground,  a  shaft  that  is  reported  to  be  down  250  feet  has  not  reached  bed  rock. 
Farther  upstream,  at  West  Mountain  shaft,  the  thickness  of  the  gravels  is  about 
150  feet;  still  farther  above,  at  the  mouth  of  Carr  Fork,  the  thickness,  it  is  under- 
stood, is  about  60  feet;  in  upper  Bear  Gulch  the  thickness  is  about  15  to  20  feet, 
and  thence  headward,  as  well  as  in  upper  Bingham  Canyon  and  Carr  Fork,  the 
thickness  decreases.  In  short,  the  deposit  of  creek  gravels  as  a  whole  has  the  form 
of  a  wedge,  with  the  thick  end  downstream.  ^ 

Deep  creek  gravels  have  been  explored  in  lower  and  middle  Bingham  Canyon. 
Rim  deposits  have  been  opened  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon  at  a  depth  of  90  feet 
below  the  present  creek  level,  and  from  Damphool  to  Markham  gulches  at  depths 
varying  from  60  to  10  feet  below  the  surface.  And  shallow  creek  gravels,  or  creek 
gravels  proper,  have  been  worked  in  the  bed  of  the  present  creek,  principally  in 
upper  Bingham  Canyon  and  its  headward  branches,  Carr  Fork  and  Bear  Gulch. 
In  general  the  inclination  of  the  rims  appears  to  be  steeper  than  that  of  the  present 
stream,  so  that  downstream  they  appear  to  descend  deeper  and  deeper  beneath 
the  present  creek  level. 

Bench  gravels  are  distributed  in  isolated  patches  at  numerous  points  along 
the  main  canyon,  in  its  middle  and  lower  portions,  at  elevations  ranging  from  20 
to  375  feet  above  the  present  stream.  Regarding  certain  of  the  higher  patches 
it  may  only  be  said  that  they  now  occupy  rock  shelves  carved  by  early  streams. 
Similarly  some  of  the  lower  ones,  like  the  rim  deposits,  fill  remnants  of  old  channels, 
but  a  number  of  the  deposits  at  intermediate  elevations  clearly  lie  upon  a  distinct 
bench.  A  comparison  of  transverse  profiles  (PI.  XIjVI)  of  the  canyon,  at  points 
where  these  deposits  occur,  with  the  tracing  showing  the  prominent  topographic 
points  on  the  canyon  walls  (fig.  9)  shows  that  the  bench  is  the  old  prevailing  graded 
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slope  of  the  region,  upon  which,  before  the  cutting  of  the  late  canyon  began,  exten- 
sive deposits  of  gravel  were  laid. 

The  relations  between  these  several  bench  deposits  may  in  some  instances 
be  recognized;  in  others  they  are  doubtful.  The  evidence  of  various  kinds  upon 
this  problem  is  discussed  under  the  heading  **  Correlation  of  placers, '*  page  347. 

Sources  of  gravels  and  gold, — Evidence  as  to  the  sources  of  the  gravels  is  found 
in  their  distribution,  composition,  association,  and  form.  The  occurrence  of  the 
gravels  in  the  form  of  stream  deposits  indicates  their  derivation  from  sources 
upstream  from  their  present  position.  In  all  observed  instances  the  grades  of 
the  former  stream  courses,  allowing  for  subsequent  tilting,  show  that  their  direc- 
tions of  flow  were  in  general  the  same  as  those  of  present-day  streams.  The 
gravels  therefore  reached  their  present  position  from  points  farther  up  the  present 
valleys. 

The  gravels  include  fragments  of  rocks  of  the  principal  types  found  in  the 
district,  but  predominantly  the  more  resistant  ones,  as  quartzite,  quartzite  breccia, 
chert,  monzonite,  and  porphyry.  As  these  occur  generally  throughout  the  district, 
and  the  drainage  comprise^s  only  a  single  basin,  the  sources  of  any  particular  deposit 
can  not  be  definitely  assigned  to  a  single  locality.  The  apparent  restriction  of  the 
coarse  granular  rock  (monzonite)  found,  in  the  lower  workings  of  the  Highland  Boy 
to  that  general  locaUty  in  Carr  Fork  affords  an  exception.  Bowlders  of  that  rock 
are  found  in  the  gravel  exposed  in  the  Gardella  pit,  indicating  their  partial  if  not 
complete  derivation  from  Carr  Fork.  Although  other  distinctive  types  are  wanting, 
it  was  noted  that  the  types  represented  in  the  various  deposits  occur  in  place 
upstream.  Thus  the  association  of  rocks  in  the  gravels,  allowing  for  the  omission 
of  those  which  do  not  well  resist  erosion,  is  the  same  as  their  association  in  place. 

The  form  of  the  gravels  affords  a  rough  key  to  their  soiuxje,  on  the  basis  that 
the  most  perfe<5tly  rounded  and  waterwom  bowlders  have  traveled  farthest.  In 
general  the  lower  (both  downstream  and  on  the  canyon  walls)  that  gravels  occur, 
the  more  perfectly  rounded  and  waterwom  they  are.  Exceptions  to  this  are  seen 
in  the  intercalated  beds  of  sharply  angular  material,  but  this  was  undoubtedly 
of  immediately  local  derivation.  Thus  the  high  bench  gravels  exposed  in  the  St. 
Louis  workings  appear  only  partially  worn,  while  those  taken  from  the  Clays  rim 
are  reported  to  have  been  very  thoroughly  rounded. 

The  sources  of  the  gold  in  these  gravels  is  partly  indicated  by  similar  criteria. 
In  gravel  lying  in  the  headward  portions  of  the  canyon  and  its  forks  comparatively 
coarse  gold  has  been  reported.  In  that  deposited  far  out,  at  the  mouth  of  the  main 
canyon,  the  gold  is  reported  to  have  been  very  fine.  Similarly,  the  gold  in  the 
high  bench  gravels  is  said  to  have  been  rough,  as  distinguished  from  that  in  the 
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m^k  grav^ifl.  i>flp«>rimll7  ^  ^'^^  low<»r  canyon,  wiiich  is  reported  to  hitve  been  rounded, 
worn,  and  batr^r«^d.  rVtrital  gold  in  high  Values  occnis  in  creek  gravels  imine- 
diat^iy  downfltn^m  from  the  croppings  of  the  :m-cailed  *' oxidized  gold  ores.' '  and 
theflie  wf>re  doubtleflR  the  prinripal  .sources  of  ptacer  gold.  The  pay  gravel  of  c»xain. 
pia/!er  deposits,  however,  can  hardly  he  aaaigned  to  that  source.  la  upper  Bear 
(hilch  no  ore-hearing  limestone  crops  upstream  from  the  auriferous  gravels,  and 
reconstnirtion  of  topography  does  not  make  the  derivation  of  ail  the  gold  from 
oxidized  ore  in  limestone  i^eem  more  probable.  Some  of  it  may  have  come  from 
croppings  of  ore  on  the  Bazouk  property,  hut  the  main  source  of  the  gold  in  this 
locality  was  more  Hkely  mineralized  porphyry.  Again,  the  occurrmce  of  the  lai^est 
single  piece  of  gold  known  to  have  been  found  in  Utah,  adjacent  to  Damphooi 
Onlch,  far  from  the  known  cropping!)  of  any  highly  mineralized  limestone,  calls  for 
further  explanation.  This  and  associated  coarse  gold  may  have  come  from  an 
adjacent  ore  body  which  still  remains  undiscovered,  but  it  is  more  likely  to  have 
been  derived  from  some  fissure  or  lime  cropping  at  a  more  distant  point  and  to 
have  reached  its  present  position  by  migration  downstream. 

Some  of  the  gold  in  this  .<9ection  has  doubtless  reached  its  position  by  oft- 
repeaf^ed  transportation  from  some  distance  upstream.  Some  probably  came 
from  gold-  and  copper-bearing  porphyries.  Numerous  assays  of  the  Bingham 
monzr>niie  on  the  Wall  and  Boston  (Consolidated  properties  indicate  a  constant 
tb<>ugh  Urw  content  of  gold.  Furthermore,  extensive  observations  on  the  Alf^isWw 
pla/'^rs,  now  borne  ovit  by  detailed  studies,  tend  to  show  that  the  pay  in  those 
rich  gravels  is  not  so  largely  derived  from  strong  quartz  veins  as  from  innumerable 
minute  veinlets  and  impregnations  that  are  generally  disseminated  throughout 
entire  formations.  "^  Fn  a  similar  manner  it  is  not  improbable  that  not  only  the 
intrtisives  carry  fine  gold,  but  also  .se^limentary  formations,  such  as  the  great 
Bingharn  qtiartzite.  In  brief,  the  pay  in  the  Bingham  placers  was  derived  from 
the  repla/'^ment  and  fisstire  ore  lK>dies,  from  impregnated  intrusives,  and  possibly 
in  minor  amounts  from  impregnated  sediments. 

Hf4igefi  of  erofofm.  The  date  of  the  initiation  of  erosion  on  the  present  Oquirrh 
Range  ran  not  be  precisely  stated.  The  lowest  as  well  as  the  highest  known  sedi- 
ments out^'/fopping  in  the  Bingham  area  have  thus  far  been  found  to  include  only 
tipper  ('arboTiiferoim  faunas.  No  visible  paleontologic  or  stratigraphic  record  of 
the  geologic  liistory  of  the  area  from  that  time  until  Quaternary  is  known.  If  such 
record  was  written  it  lies  hidden  beneath  the  desert. 

Sornetliing  riiay  be  det^*nnined  regarding  this  area,  however,  by  comparison 
with  tlie  liistory  of  a<ljoining  regions.  Regarding  the  history  of  the  Tintic  Moxm- 
iains,  the  H<iuthern  extension  of  the  Oquirrh  Range,  it  has  been  stated  that  ''the 

"  MiH'fifiniilfifiiim^d  tn  ihi*  ('Hfin  Norm*  Ami  NorUm  liny  Ri^glrmi,  Aliuika,  in  I9()0,  by  A.  H.  Brooks,  O.  B.  Richardson,  A.J. 
(^olllur,  sml  W.  ('.  MKmlmitiiiJI,  r.  h  O0OI.  Httrvey,  IWl,  p.  142. 
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southeastern  shore  of  the  Mesozoic  continent  was  not  far  from  the  southern  end 
of  the  Tintic  Mountains.  In  post-Jurassic  time  the  young  continent  received 
an  important  addition  on  its  western  edge — an  upUft  which  was  accompanied  by 
a  marked  pHcation,  producing  folded  ranges.' '** 

The  same  writer  continues:  ''This  post-Carboniferous  upUft  inaugurated  a 
decided  change  in  the  history  of  the  area.  Erosion  was  substituted  for  sedimenta- 
tion and  the  new  land  area  immediately  began  to  have  its  surface  wasted  away. 
It  appears  probable  that  many  thousand  feet  of  Carboniferous  strata  have  wholly 
disappeared  from  the  Tintic  region,  and  their  erosion  was  pre-Tertiary.' '  * 

In  view  of  the  probable  bulk  of  this  range  at  this  time  to  the  south,  and  of  the 
present  maximum  depression  in  the  Great  Basin  (Great  Salt  Lake)  to  the  north, 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  range  grew  northward.  The  Mediter- 
ranean of  that  period,  now  Great  Salt  Lake,  grew  shallower  and  shallower  as  the 
elevation  extended  northward.  Down  the  north-northeast  consequent  slope  flowed 
initial  consequent  streams,  whose  course  is  preserved  to-day  only  by  such  master 
streams  as  Bingham  Creek. 

The  dissection  which  began  at  that  time  is  still  in  progress.  It  has  not  pro- 
ceeded regularly,  but  by  stages  of  greater  and  less  intensity.  During  some  of  the 
less  active  stages  cutting  down  gave  way  to  filling  up,  and  these  gravels  were 
deposited. 

Complete  treatment  of  this  problem  involves  thorough  consideration  of  such 
factors  as  climatic  variations,  orographic  and  epirogenic  movements,  and  factors 
determining  synchronous  degradation  and  aggradation.  The  field  study  has  not 
been  sufficiently  wide  to  afford  data  required  for  the  adequate  consideration  of 
these  factors.  Some  evidence,  however,  has  been  obtained,  and  that  must  suffice 
for  the  present.  In  a  broad  way  it  is  evident  that  general  increase  or  decrease  in 
precipitation  would  produce  a  corresponding  change,  other  factors  being  constant, 
in  stream  degradation  and  aggradation.  Ice  erosion  might  produce  characteristic 
topography.  Broad  land  movements,  either  orographic  or  epirogenic,  might  produce 
similar  results,  according  as  the  tilting  hastened  or  retiarded  degradation.  Differ- 
ential tilting  along  axes  athwart  stream  courses — stream  capture  and  diversion, 
etc. — are  factors  in  synchronous  degradation  and  aggradation.  Finally,  if  Lake 
Bonneville  had  extended  high  enough  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Oquirrh  Range 
it  might  have  caused  the  deposition  of  such  deposits  of  detrital  material  as  the 
gravels  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon. 

In  general,  records  of  precipitation  in  this  region  extend  back  only  to  about  1863, 
a  period  covering  not  even  the  deposition  of  the  latest  creek  gravels,  and  are  accord- 

a  Smith,  O.  O.,  and  Tower,  O.  W.,  Oeology  and  Mining  Industry  of  Tintic  district,  Utah,  Nineteenth  Ann.  Rept  U.  S. 
Oeol.  Survey,  pt.  3,  p.  671. 
b  Ibid.,  p.  672. 
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ingly  valueless  in  interpreting  the  great  ijtages  of  erosion.  Evidence  of  glaciation 
has  not  been  found.  In  his  study  of  Lake  Bonneville  history  Gilbert  described  a 
fault  along  the  west  base  of  the  Oquirrhs,  on  which  he  believed  the  range  to  be  rela- 
tively rising  on  tlie  east.  Further,  he  determined  a  broad  epirogenic  movement 
of  the  same  phase  which,  like  that  oh  the  fault,  tends  to  tilt  the  range  in  posl- 
Bonneville  time  toward  the  east.  Such  a  movement,  even  of  that  recent  date, 
would  not  affect  the  great  erosion  stages,  and  it  is  believed  the  movements  began 
at  a  much  earlier  period.  As  regards  the  influence  of  Lake  Bonneville  upon  the 
deposition  of  the  latest  thick  gravel  deposits  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon,  it  is  to  h« 
noted  that  the  general  upper  limit  of  that  water  body  assigned  by  Gilbert  is  5,200 
feet,  while  the  present  elevation  of  the  surface  of  the  gravels  on  West  Mountain  placer 
ground  is  5,500,  and  their  base  at  that  point  about  5,250,  and  that  the  Bonneville 


Fio.  0.— Profilea  of  Itlngliam  Canyon,  showing  stugss  ol 

DUck  Dog  tuniH'l.    a.  Mature  dych!.  hencli  ^ravpl  etagc:  b,  youtlitut  cycle,  ranyon  BUge;  c, 
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bench  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  range  within  the  Bingham  area  was  not  noted 
at  or  above  the  6,250  level.  These  evidences  are  in  accord  with  Gilbert's  opinion 
of  the  extent  of  Lake  Bonneville  in  this  locality  as  depicted  on  his  map,  which  shows 
the  upper  limit  of  the  lake  extending  considerably  to  the  east  of  the  eastern  foothills 
of  the  Oquirrhs,  and  tlius  below  Bin'gham  Canyon.  Although  this  would  appear 
to  eliminate  this  factor  in  the  deposition  of  even  the  most  recent  gravels,  the  question 
is  a  broad  one  whose  final  solution  must  await  more  extended  study  of  recent  land 
movements  and  of  the  eastern  continuations  of  the  Bingham  Creek  gravels  than 
was  practicable  during  the  present  survey.  Lithologic  differences  and  geologic 
structures  fail  to  explain  the  systematic  topographic  features.  The  land  forma 
themselves  can  best  tell  their  history. 


w-t; 
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rhe  present  topography  of  the  Bingham  region  is  composite  (see  fig.  9).  As 
above  stated,  it  indicates  that  at  one  time  dissection  advanced  well  beyond  maturity 
(when  the  reUef  began  to  decrease)  and  produced  a  surface  of  moderate  relief. 
The  main  slopes  were  fairly  graded,  a  few  ungraded  ledgy  remnants  only  remaining. 
Succeeding  the  long  quiescence  required  for  such  denudation,  an  elevation  of 
several  hundred  feet  ensued,  and  another  cycle  was  inaugurated.  This  elevation 
revived  the  streams,  enabling  t^iem  to  cut  actively,  as  is  shown  by  the  topography 
of  the  present  master  canyons  and  their  forks.  Their  narrow,  steep-sided  walls 
are  proof  of  their  youthful  character  and  show  that  the  dissection  which  produced 
them  has  not  advanced  far.  In  fact  it  appears  to  have  been  early  interrupted  by 
another  land  movement,  which  was  probably  in  its  broad  effect  a  depression  or, 
more  precisely,  a  tilting  eastward.  In  consequence  of  this  interruption  and  loss 
of  energy  the  streams  were  forced  to  lay  down  their  loads,  and  thus  fill  up  the  lower 
portions  of  the  master  canyon  and  its  main  adjoining  canyons  with  a  heavy  deposit 
of  gravel.  This  aggradation  appears  to  have  given  way  at  the  present  date  to  a 
slight  dissection  (PI.  XLVII).  This  is  most  marked  in  the  head  ward  portions  of 
the  gravel  filling,  and  gradually  decreases  out  toward  the  mouth  of  the  main  canyon, 
though  even  there  high  gravel  terraces  show  it  to  be  pronounced.  These  last  two 
stages,  filling  and  subsequent  cutting,  are  assigned  to  corresponding  land  movements 
only  tentatively,  as  further  study  might  show  that  the  elevation  which  initiated 
the  canyon  stage  is  still  in  progress  and  that  the  recent  minor  aggradation  and 
dissection  are  due  to  other  causes. 

In  brief;  the  topography  of  Bingham  Canyon  appears  to  have  been  produced 
during  at  least  four  cycles,  which  were  initiated  by  two  positive  geographic  inter- 
ruptions and  one  negative  interruption.  An  early  cycle  of  unknown  extent  was 
interrupted  by  a  considerable  elevation,  succeeded  by  reduction  to  maturity, 
followed  by  pronounced  uplift  initiating  dissection  which  in  early  youth  was  termi- 
nated by  an  uneven  east-westerly  depression  which  at  a  comparatively  recent  date 
may  have  given  way  to  a  slight  uplift.  (f 

Deposition  of  gravels, — Dissection  and  denudation  imply  reciprocal  deposition. 
The  stages  of  erosion  are  not  conceived  as  comprising  continuous  erosion  alone, 
for  erosion  in  one  part  of  a  canyon  was  doubtless  contemporaneous  with  corre- 
sponding deposition  in  other  parts.  Furthermore,  it  is  not  improbable  that  during 
epochs  that  were  characterized  as  a  whole  by  degradation  there  were  transient 
periods  characterized  by  aggradation.  Such  general  aggradation  is  exemplified 
on  a  more  extensive  scale  by  that  which  marked  the  physiographic  cycle  next 
to  the  last  and  which  was  recorded  by  the  gravels  blanketing  the  bottom  of 
the  present  Bingham  Canyon. 

The  preservation  of  gold  in  the  gravels  is  immediately  due,  then,  to  deposi- 
tion.    The  most  widespread  period  of  deposition  recorded  was  that  just  men- 
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tioned,  during  which  a  heavy  deposit  of  gravel,  over  250  feet  in  thickness,  was 
laid  down  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon  and  a  conterminous  though  gradually  thin- 
ning deposit  was  laid  down  in  middle  and  even  upper  Bingham  Canyon.  Deposition 
at  other  periods  is  marked  by  the  bench-gravel  deposits.  The  possibiUty  that  all 
the  gravels  were  deposited  during  a  single  long  period  of  deposition  that  lasted 
until  the  filling  reached  the  highest  point  at  which  gravels  occur,  and  that  in  the 
course  of  their  removal  down  to  their  present  level  the  benches  escaped  as  rem- 
nants, appears  highly  improbable. 

Their  positions  and  the  character  of  their  rock  bottoms  make  it  probable 
that  the  bench  gravels  were  laid  down  on  beds  of  early  streams  which  then  flowed 
at  the  elevations  of  the  benches.  The  lack  of  data  on  various  bench  deposits  and 
their  comparative  isolation  and  scantiness  renders  knowledge  of  their  relation- 
ship, of  their  possible  continuance,  and  thus  of  their  extent,  very  imperfect. 
Accordingly,  it  can  not  be  positively  known  whether  they  were  deposited  during 
periods  of  general  deposition  throughout  the  canyon  or  were  of  only  local  deposi- 
tion. It  seems  probable,  however,  that  the  high  benches  are  merely  remnants 
of  local  deposits  which  escaped  removal  during  subsequent  erosion  by  virtue  of 
their  isolation  beyond  the  course  of  later  streams.  Lower  bench  gravels,  as  in 
the  Dixon  and  Argonaut,  show  more  continuity  and  so  far  suggest  more  extensive 
deposition.  Their  origin,  however,  appears  to  have  been  like  that  of  the  higher 
benches. 

The  rim  gravels,  so  far  as  position  on  inclosing  rock  walls  is  concerned,  are 
genetically  like  the  bench  gravels.  Their  position  with  regard  to  the  creek  gravels, 
however,  suggests  the  alternative  possibility  that  they  may  have  been  deposited 
during  the  period  of  the  general  deposition  of  creek  gravels.  The  relative  dates 
of  the  deposition  of  the  rim  and  the  adjacent  creek  gravels  are  indicated  by  several 
features.  A  section  across  the  gravels  will  show  the  relation  of  the  rim  gravels 
and  the  beds  overlying  those  at  a  corresponding  elevation  in  the  main  channel. 
Again,  a  vertical  exposure  of  the  members  composing  the  bedding  of  the  main 
channel,  as  in  a  shaft,  will  prove  the  presence  or  absence  of  an  upper  lead  in  the 
main  channel  at  the  elevation  of  the  rim  pay.  Further,  the  general  character 
of  the  rim  gravels  as  regards  decomposition,  rock  association,  consolidation,  etc., 
as  compared  with  that  of  possibly  contemporaneous  gravel  in  the  main  channel, 
is  often  sufficient  to  prove  cheir  relative  age.  These  criteria  have  not  been  devel- 
oped in  Bingham,  and  accordingly  the  relative  ages  of  rim  and  creek  gravels  can 
not  be  stated  with  certainty.  The  fact,  however,  that  rich  gravel  has  not  been 
found  at  corresponding  heights  in  the  main  channel,  that  rim  gold  differs  in  char- 
acter, and  that  in  some  instances  deep-creek  gravel  is  reported  to  have  yielded 
extra  high  values  on  bed  rock  immediately  downstream  from  the  rim  deposit, 
strongly  suggests  that  the  Clays,  and  probably  Old  Channel  rim  deposits,  are  older 
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than  the  creek  gravels  m  their  vicinity.     If  this  be  true,  they  would  be  older  than 
the  creek  gravels,  and  thus  would  be  genetically  related  to  the  bench  gravels. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  the  deposition  of  the  gold  in  these  gravels  takes  place 
by  a  double  process  of  repeated  natural  concentration.  On  being  released  from 
bed  rock  by  erosion,  gold  is  shed  into  streams,  and  by  being  successively  trans- 
ported down  the  stream  and  deposited  becomes  concentrated.  Gold-bearing 
gravels  were  early  deposited  on  the  bed  of  streams  long  before  the  present  canyon 
assumed  its  present  form.  Subsequently,  streams  cut  down  through  those  gravels, 
left  portions  lying  on  the  walls  as  benches,  and  carried  other  portions,  with  the 
included  gold,  down  to  its  deeper  bed.  By  many  repetitions  of  this  process,  shown 
by  the  increased  rounding  of  the  gravel  and  gold  in  the  deeper  later  deposits,  the 
gold  has  been  lowered  from  higher  to  lower  and  lower  levels  and  thus  concentrated 
again  and  again. 

Correlation  of  placers, — In  some  placer  districts  only  certain  channels  are  worth 
working.  The  correlation  of  channels,  especially  when  they  are  numerous,  then 
becomes  of  prime  importance.  The  valuable  and  worthless  ores  are  thus  dis- 
tinguished with  a  view  to  concentrating  work  on  those  which  are  most  likely  to 
yield  a  profit. 

At  Bingham  the  several  placers  have  all  yielded  pay  and  belong  to  a  single 
drainage  system.  Their  correlation  is  not,  therefore,  of  much  practical  importance. 
The  principal  value  arising  from  such  correlation  would  be  for  the  information 
afforded  regarding  changes  in  grade  of  stream  beds  from  earUest  to  latest  ones 
and  thus  regarding  broad  earth  movements. 

The  data  required  for  such  close  correlation  is  not  to  be  obtained.  Comparative 
sections  of  capping,  alternation  of  sediments  with  volcanics,  grades  of  channel  inter- 
sections, etc.,  all  of  which  may  be  so  clearly  determined  elsewhere,  are  not  present 
or  accessible  in  this  region.  General  observations  have  been  made  on  such  features 
as  elevations  and  general  character  of  gravel. 

A  few  broad  probabilities  may  be  stated.  The  correlation  of  the  high  benches 
offers  the  greatest  diflSculty.  In  view  of  the  agreement  in  elevation,  width  of 
channel,  value  of  pay,  and  character  of  gold,  there  seems  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  Argonaut  and  Dixon  are  portions  of  the  same  channel.  The  view  enter- 
tained by  some  that  the  Gardella  is  also  to  be  correlated  with  this  channel  is  contro- 
verted by  the  wide  discrepancy  in  elevation.  This  objection  can  be  removed  only 
by  hypothecating  a  strong  fault,  for  which  no  visible  evidence  has  been  found. 
Neither  does  a  comparison  of  the  elevation  of  the  St.  Louis  pit  with  the  elevations 
of  the  pits  of  the  Dixon  and  Argonaut  appear  to  warrant  its  correlation  with  this 
channel.  For  that  channel  to  reach  the  St.  Louis  would  require  a  grade  that  was 
not  only  flatter  than  main  bed  rock,  but  even  flatter  than  the  present  graded  valley 
bottom.     As  regards  the  relation  of  the  Clays  and  Old  Channel  rim  deposits,  it  is 
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to  be  noted  that  their  elevations  agree,  but  some  of  the  Clays  gravel  was  cemented, 
while  that  of  the  Old  Channel  was  not,  and  the  Clays  rim  showed  tliree  channels, 
while  the  Old  Channel  was  not  so  reported.  Accordingly  it  is  uncertain  whether 
these  are  the  same  or  whether  one  is  later  and  cut  out  the  other.  Although  not 
yet  proved,  it  is  not  improbable  that  upper  leads  in  West  Mountain  ground  will 
prove  to  be  continuous  with  that  of  the  Bingham  placer. 

The  profile  of  the  present  creek  showing  bed  rock  where  encountered  affords 
a  suggestive  comparison.  Bed  rock  appears  to  descend  deeper  and  deeper  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  gravels  downstream.  Or  the  gravels  may  be  said  to  thicken 
downstream.     In  other  words,  the  slope  of  the  present  stream  bed  is  less  than  that 

of  bed  rock.     This  may  indicate  either  more  perfected  grading  at  present  or  a  tilting 

« 

toward  the  east.  The  tilting  seems  somewhat  more  probable  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  in  recent  time  the  present  stream  has  dissected  the  bottom  gravel  deeper  in 
the  upper  portion  of  Bingham  Canyon  than  in  the  lower  or  outer  portion.  That  is, 
three  known  stream  grades  appear  to  indicate  a  tilt  eastward  along  a  north-south 
axis  located  toward  the  head  of  the  canyon. 

Resume  of  history  of  gravels, — In  post-Carboniferous  time  the  Oquirrh  Range 
gradually  emergeJ  above  water  level  and  grew  northward.  Streams  flowed  north- 
ward down  its  slopes  and  began  the  work  which  Bingham  Creek  and  its  tributaries 
are  to-day  carrying  on.  That  work  consisted  of  wearing  down  the  surface,  cutting 
valleys,  and  transporting  downstream  the  product  of  that  erosion — that  is,  develop- 
ing the  present  topography.  Although  the  general  action  has  been  dissection, 
this  has  been  interrupted  for  relatively  short  periods  at  local  points  or  in  special 
instances  throughout  the  length  of  the  canyon  by  deposition.  The  removal  of  the 
various  rocks  and  of  their  included  gold  values  from  their  positions  in  place,  and 
their  subsequent  deposition  as  placers,  constitutes  the  history  of  the  auriferous 
gravels. 

Tliis  generally  continuous  dissection  has  been  made  possible  by  a  broad  uplift 
with  slight  eastward  tilting  of  the  entire  region,  accomplished  during  definite 
stages  which  were  characterized  by  elevation  followed  by  quiescence  and  degrada- 
tion, and  by  subsequent  aggradation  which  may  be  due  to  slight  depression.  Thus 
the  present  topography  indicates  that  a  long  early  cycle  was  interrupted  by  an 
elevation  of  many  hundred  feet,  introducing  reduction  of  that  land  surface  to  matu- 
rity,, then  succeeded  by  a  pronounced  uplift  initiating  dissection,  which  was  inter- 
rupted in  early  youth  by  aggradation.  This  deposition  and  succeeding  slight 
dissection  of  gravels  may  have  been  due  to  minor  depression  and  elevation  succes- 
sively in  the  course  pf  general  elevation. 

During  these  land  movements  the  activity  of  the  erosive  agents  has  varied 
accordantly.  At  an  early  date  auriferous  gravel  was  formed  by  the  erosion  of 
gold-bearing  ore  shoots  in  limestones  and  of  igneous  and  probably  sedimentaiy 
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auriferous  rocks.  Portions  deposited  in  stream  beds  were  subsequently  left  as 
benches  by  further  stream  incision.  Repeated  deposition  and  subsequent  dissection 
have  produced  a  series  of  high  bench  and  rim  deposits  of  auriferous  gravel.  The 
principal  deposits  of  auriferous  gravel  were  laid  down  (1)  at  the  close  of  the  erosion 
stage,  marked  by  the  mature  slopes,  and  (2)  after  the  close  of  the  cutting  of  the 
recent  canyon  and  the  succeeding  depression.  The  former  is  recorded  by  the 
Argonaut  and  Dixon  bench  gravels,  and  the  latter  by  the  wedge  of  creek  gravels. 
Each  removal  of  gravel  and  its  included  pay  from  higher  to  lower  levels,  as  well 
as  each  transportation  downstream,  has  acted  further  to  sort  and  to  concentrate 
the  gold.  Thus  the  present  creek  gravels,  including  their  eastern  continuation, 
include  all  the  gold  released  from  bed  rock  from  earliest  to  latest  time,  except  the 
relatively  small  per  cent  left  on  the  benches  and  that  removed  by  man.  The 
present  recent  dissection  of  the  creek  gravels  and  any  normal  succession  of  activities 
which  may  follow  will  continue  this  process  of  natural  concentration  of  the  placer 
gold. 

DESCRIPTIONS  OF  PLACER  MINES. 

The  placer  mines  of  Bingham  are  in  a  condition  that  is  unfavorable  to  critical 
study.  The  principal  workings  are  inaccessible,  reUable  information  is  scarce,  and 
detailed  facts  of  occurrence  required  for  adequate  correlation  can  not  be  obtained. 
Yet  certain  broad  features  of  location,  development,  occurrence,  values,  etc.,  have 
been  learned  by  conversation  with  operators  and  by  observation,  and  these  features 
afford  a  basis  for  general  descriptions  of  the  principal  workings. 

The  several  productive  areas  will  be  described  in  the  following  geographic  order: 
upper  Bingham  Canyon,  Bear  Gulch,  middle  Bingham  Canyon,  Carr  Fork,  and 
lower  Bingham  Canyon.  The  deposits  in  each  of  these  localities  will  be  considered 
roughly  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence  on  benches,  on  rims,  and  on  the  canyon 
bottom  at  or  below  the  present  creek  level. 

UPPER   BINGHAM   CANYON. 

Creek  gravels, — The  gravels  in  upper  Bingham  Canyon  which  have  yielded 
gold  are  the  deposits  filling  the  main  valley  bottom.  They  are  i;ecent  shallow 
deposits  of  waterworn  subangular  gravel,  including  quartzite,  porphyry,  and 
limestone.  Pay  is  reported  to  have  occurred  in  the  base  of  these  gravels  upon 
bed  rock. 

In  general,  the  gold  occurred  just  downstream  from  the  points  where  ore- 
bearing  members  are  crossed  by  the  creek.  Thus,  large  nuggets  are  said  to  have 
been  found  near  the  present  Niagara  mine,  and  in  the  early  days  it  is  reported  that 
rich  gravel  was  found  in  the  main  canyon  from  the  point  where  the  stream  crosses 
the  Old  Jordan  limestone  down  to  and  below  its  junction  with  Bear  Gulch. 
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BEAR   GULCH. 

Creek  gravels. — The  chief  locaUty  in  Bear  Gulch  where  gravels  are  now  worked 
lies  about  1,500  feet  upstream  from  the  Telegraph  mine.  Interbedded  angular 
quartzite  and  subangular  fragments  of  intrusives  occur  here  to  a  depth  of  10  to  15 
feet  (see  PL  XL VIII).  Recent  stream  cutting  has  exposed  at  the  base  of  these 
deposits,  immediately  upon  bed  rock,  a  fine,  poorly  washed  gravel  which  bears 
gold.  This  was  worked  from  1868  to  1872  by  an  experienced  placer  miner  named 
Castro,  and  is  still  exploited  annually  on  a  small  scale.  At  time  of  visit  (1900) 
preparations  were  being  made  to  work  this  deposit  during  the  spring,  when  melting 
snows  sufficiently  augment  the  weak  stream  to  permit  sluicing  and  washing  over 
California  riffles. 

MIDDLE   BINGHAM    CANYON. 

In  Bingham  Canyon,  between  Bear  Gulch  and  Markham  Gulch,  were  worked 
the  most  extensive  and  valuable  bench  gravels  in  the  district  and  some  creek 
gravels.  The  bench  deposits  include,  in  the  order  of  their  elevation  above  the 
present  stream,  the  following:  Argonaut  pit,  Dixon  channel,  Cherikino  bar,  and 
Clays  bar.  Creek  placers  which  were  worked  include  the  Heaton  &  Campbell  placer 
and  surface  workings  on  recent  deposits.  The  general  features  of  each  of  these 
workings  will  be  briefly  described  in  the  order  given  above. 

*  BBNOH  GRAVELS. 

Argonaut  pit — The  Argonaut  deposits  extend  across  the  end  of  the  spur 
between  Carr  Fork  and  Dixon  Gulch,  at  an  elevation  of  375  feet  above  the  present 
level  of  Bingham  Creek  (see  PL  XLIX,  A),  They  appear  to  fill  a  well-defined 
old  channel  or  bench  to  a  thickness  of  at  least  60  feet  (see  general  section  on  PI. 
XLVI).  An  excellent  exposure  shows  the  deposit  to  be  made  up  in  general  of  a 
capping  of  fine  sand  and  gravel  underlain  by  cross-bedded  lenses  of  sand;  black, 
carbonaceous  detrital  deposits;  ferruginous  subangular  material,  becoming  finer 
downward:  carbonaceous  material;  coarse  subangular  material  from  1  to  6  inches 
in  diameter;  a  lower  carbonaceous  bed,  and  a  base  hidden  by  talus.  The  bed  rock 
is  smoothly  waterworn.  The  correlation  of  this  gravel  wdth  that  in  the  Dixon 
channel  to  the  north  and  the  Gardella  pit  to  the  south  is  considered  under  the 
descriptions  of  those  respective  properties. 

In  the  early  days  the  base  of  tliis  bank  of  gravel  was  explored  by  small  open 
cuts  along  the  exposures  of  the  channel  bottom  in  Carr  Fork  and  Dixon  Gulch. 
Those  developments  apparently  warranted  more  extensive  work.  A  hydraulic 
plant  was  installed,  capable  of  throwing  an  80-foot  stream  through  a  3-inch  nozzle, 
and  the  deposit  has  been  piped  from  Carr  Fork  to  Dixon  Gulch  from  surface  to  bed 
rock.  The  resulting  cut  is  about  200  feet  long  by  50  wide  and  60  high.  The  flowage 
was  led  eastward  by  channel  cut  in  bed  rock  and  sluiced  in  Dixon  Gulch. 
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The  values  contained  in  this  deposit  were  recently  carefully  sampled  in  connec- 
tion with  a  lawsuit.  It  appears  that  the  lowest  30  feet  of  gravel  now  exposed  in 
the  face  of  the  main  cut  averaged  6  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  that  the  lowest  5  feet 
averaged  18  cents.  The  total  output  from  these  workings  can  not  be  stated  with 
certainty,  but  it  is  generally  held  that  it  is  approximately  $100,000. 

Dixon  cham^d, — The  Dixon  channel  is  located  on  a  bench  in  the  southern  wall 
of  Bingham  Canyon,  on  the  spur  between  Dixon  and  Markham  gulches,  at  an  ele- 
vation above  Bingham  Creek  of  about  350  feet  at  its  upper  end  and  about  300  at 
its  lower  end.  The  bed  rock  on  rims  and  channel  was  not  accessible  for  determi- 
nation of  present  elevation  and  grade.  The  upstream  end  of  thi^  deposit  lies  just 
across  Dixon  Gulch  and  only  125  feet  north  from  the  Argonaut.  The  accordant 
elevations  of  bed  rock  in  these  two  workings,  as  well  as  the  general  character  of 
the  channel,  seem  to  substantiate  the  general  beUef  that  the  Argonaut  and  Dixon 
workings  are  on  portions  of  the  same  bench  or  channel. 

This  channel  was  worked  in  1868.  The  exposure  on  the  wall  of  the  canyon  of 
the  downstream  portion  of  this  deposit  has  been  worked  by  an  open  cut;  two  shafts 
40  and  50  feet  deep  have  been  sunk,  a  bed-rock  tunnel  was  run  by  the  Dixon  Brothers 
upstream  for  a  distance  of  80  feet,  and  in  1902  Gardella  was  working  the  upper  por- 
tion of  this  deposit.  This  thorough  exploration  proves  the  deposit  to  be  a  filling  of 
gravels  in  a  stream  channel  to  a  depth  of  approximately  50  feet.  The  channel  is 
stated  to  be  25  to  100  feet  wide,  with  a  flat  stretch,  some  irregular  steep  portions, 
and  a  notable  pothole.     Rims  15  to  50  feet  wide  have  been  found. 

Information  as  to  the  character  of  gold  and  average  value  of  pay  is  scarce. 
In  general  the  gold  is  said  to  have  been  of  medium  size,  and  evenly  rather  than 
thickly  distributed,  so  that  a  moderate  and  constant  rather  than  a  high  saving  was 
effected.     No  figures  on  output  could  be  obtained. 

CheriTcino  bar. — Lower  bench  gravels  have  been  worked  in  middle  Bingham 
Canyon  at  several  points.  On  the  northeast  side  of  the  canyon,  in  the  rear  of  Rogers's 
custom  concentration  mill,  or  about  4,000  feet  upstream  from  the  mouth  of  Carr 
Fork,  is  a  deposit  which  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  extensive  masses  of  gravels 
known  above  the  extreme  outer  portion  of  the  canyon.  Its  general  appearance  is 
that  of  a  shelf  or  bench  of  solid  gravel,  approximately  250  feet  in  thickness,  1,500  feet 
in  length,  and  500  feet  in  breath.  Waterworn  gravels  cap  this  bench,  are  plentiful 
on  the  slopes  below,  and  appear  interbedded  with  waterworn  sand  and  subangular 
float  along  the  railroad.  They  have  been  insufficiently  explored  underground, 
however,  to  prove  their  true  character  and  extent.  A  tunnel  has  been  run  into  the 
base  of  these  gravels  about  50  feet  above  the  creek  level,  but  the  results  obtained 
were  not  to  be  learned.  It  is  reported  that  considerable  work  was  done  here  in  the 
early  days  by  two  Italians,  Cherikino  and  Bretano,  and  that  they  developed  a  well- 
defined  channel  at  an  elevation  somewhat  above  the  present  creek  level. 
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Clay8  bench, — At  the  junction  of  Carr  Fork  and  Bingham  Canyon,  overlying 
the  lower  portion  of  the  intervening  ^pur,  occurs  one  of  the  largest  and  richest 
deposits  of  gravel  in  this  region.  It  Ues  upon  quartzite  about  50  feet  above  Carr 
Fork  Creek  on  the  west  and  about  30  feet  above  Bingham  Creek  on  the  southeast. 
Its  maximum  dimensions  are  1,000  feet  in  north-south  and  east-west  directions,  and 
150  to  200  feet  in  thickness. 

The  gravel  composing  this  mass  includes  angular  and  subangular  quartzite, 
granular  fine-grained  monzonite  (found  in  main  Bingham  Canyon),  coarse  por- 
phyry (found  in  Carr  Fork),  and  quartzite  breccia.  The  base  of  the  deposit  is  made 
up  of  well-rounded,  fairly  coarse  fragments  of  fine-grained  intrusives,  quartzites, 
and  cherty  Umestones,  which  are  cemented  by  coarse  waterwom  quartz  sand. 
Between  these  basal  cemented  gravels  and  the  quartzite  intervenes  a  layer  of 
smoothed  and  polished  ferruginous  breccia,  reaching  in  places  a  thickness  of  6  inches. 

Development  work  in  the  base  of  this  mass  comprises  numerous  short  bed-rock 
tunnels  from  Bingham  Canyon,  the  Gardella  hydrauUc  pits,  and  a  long  tunnel  on  bed 
rock  in  Carr  Fork.  This  tunnel  was  driven  from  the  north  end  of  the  deposit, 
imder  the  center  of  the  spur,  for  800  feet,  whence  a  fork  to  the  south  connects  it 
with  Gardella  pit  and  with  Bingham  Canyon.  It  proves  the  presence  here  of  a 
narrow  channel. 

The  gold  found  here  was,  as  a  whole,  coarse.  The  best  values  occurred  in 
the  base  of  the  gravels  upon  bed  rock,  but  some  gold  was  taken  from  an  upper  lead 
150  feet  above  bed  rock.  It  was  in  this  deposit,  at  a  point  about  1,000  feet  above 
Myers's  Hotel,  that  the  first  successful  operations  (1868)  on  bench  gravels  in 
this  district  were  conducted.  Later  the  Clays  Brothers  worked  here  with  great 
success.  A  little  mining,  screening,  and  wasliing  is  still  carried  on.  Although 
no  definite  estimate  of  values  nor  output  was  obtainable,  it  is  reported  that  a 
large  amount  of  coarse  gold  was  richly  distributed  in  the  basal  gravel  and  was 
saved  at  considerable  profit. 

CREEK   OBAYEL8. 

Beaton  &  Campbell  placer. — No  direct  information  was  gained  about  drift 
workings  in  creek  gravels  in  the  upper  and  middle  portions  of  the  canyon.  The 
following  quotations  indicate,  however,  that  the  gravel  overlying  the  lowest  portion 
of  the  main  channel  (supposed  to  be  about  30  to  50  feet  in  thickness)  has  been 
profitably  exploited. 

In  1870  it  was  stated '^  that — 

**The  best-informed  parties  think  that  the  bed  rock  of  Bingham  Canyon  will 
prove  equally  as  rich  as  the  famed  'Alder  Gulch'  of  Montana.  .  .  .  Messrs. 
Heaton,  Campbell  &  Co.  are  now  working  the  bed  rock  of  this  gulch,  near  the  mouth 
of  Carr  Fork,  which  they  have  reached  after  two  years  labor  and  the  expenditure  of 
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$15,000  by  a  long  drain  tunnel.  They  informed  me  that  they  are  averaging  $12  per 
day  to  the  hand,  notwithstanding  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  they  are  at  present 
obliged  to  work  their  groimd.  They  have  not  as  yet  nm  any  side  drifts,  and  at 
present  raise  all  their  dirt  by  a  windlass  worked  by  two  men.  When  we  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  from  the  pay  dirt  excavated  by  one  drifter  enough  gold 
is  washed  to  pay  six  hands  $12  per  day  each,  or  a  total  of  $72,  abundant  evidence 
is  given  that  the  gulch  of  Bingham  is  very  rich  in  gold.' ' 

This  early  work  is  imderstood  to  have  been  accomplished  through  a  tunnel, 
1,000  feet  in  length,  which  extended  up  both  Carr  Fork  and  Bingham  Canyon. 
It  is  reported  to  have  paid  well.^  It  is  further  stated  that  in  1880  another  tunnel 
here  had  reached  a  length  of  1,500  feet  and  that  ''every  250  feet  a  shaft  is  sunk 
through  the  60  feet  of  overlying  debris.  The  gravel  drifted  out  is  washed  in  sluices 
on  the  surface.  The  pay  is  foimd  within  5  feet  of  the  bed  rock  covered  by  a  stratum 
of  cement  an  inch  or  two  thick.  The  channel  here  is  about  60  feet  wide  and  though 
rather  spotted,  owing  to  its  steep  grade,  has  paid  good  wages.' '  ^ 

Creek  workings. — In  Bingham  Canyon  the  recent  gravels  in  the  present  creek 
bed  have  been  worked  from  a  point  about  opposite  the  old  Rogers  mill  downstream 
for  about  2,200  feet  to  a  point  about  1,600  feet  above  the  mouth  of  Carr  Fork. 
Recent  stream  cutting  exposes  a  succession  of  fine  graVel,  sand,  carbonaceous 
material,  and  fragments  of  roots,  trees,  etc.  (See  PL  XLIX,  B.)  At  the  bottom 
of  this  cutting  some  work  is  said  to  have  been  done  in  sluicing  gravel  from  the 
present  stream  bed,  but  nothing  further  has  been  learned. 

GAKB  FORK. 
BENCH  GRAVELS. 

Two  bench  placer  deposits  have  been  worked  in  Carr  Fork,  both  on  the  south- 
east wall  of  the  canyon,  one  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Cottonwood  Gulch, 
and  the  other  downstream  near  the  mouth  of  Carr  Fork.  The  former  Kes  at  an 
elevation  of  60  to  80  feet  above  the  creek,  and  has  been  explored  by  a  small  open 
cut.  No  information  was  obtained  about  this  deposit,  and  it  is  believed  to  have 
been  unimportant. 

GardeUa  pit. — ^This  pit  is  a  portion  of  the  extensive  and  rich  body  of  gravels 
lying  between  the  lower  part  of  Carr  Fork  and  Bingham  Canyon.  The  workings 
on  this  deposit  from  Carr  Fork  include  a  number  of  short  drifts  extending  south- 
eastward in  the  base  of  the  gravel  and  an  extensive  open  cut.  It  is  reported  that 
this  cut  was  hydraulicked  in  1872  by  Bartholbmeo  GardeUa.  A  considerable 
circular  area  of  bed  rock  and  a  face  of  gravel  over  100  feet  in  height  have  been 
exposed.  The  general  featiires  of  this  deposit  and  of  its  included  values  are  con- 
sidered under  the  deposits  of  middle  Bingham  Canyon,  in  connection  with  the 
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BENCH    ORAVEI^. 


St.  Louis  workings. — On  the  northeast  wall  of  the  main  canyon,  from  a  point 
about  300  feet  above  the  Winamuck,  remnants  of  bench  gravels  occur  between 
300  and  400  feet  above  the  creek  at  intervals  through  a  distance  of  about  2,000 
feet.  Gravels  on  the  slope  above  the  Winainuck  include  large  well-rounded  bowl- 
ders of  quartzite,  quartzite  breccia,  porphyry,  and  cherty  lime. 

The  principal  work  on  this  series  of  bench  deposits  has  been  done  in  the  most 
northern  body.  This  property,  known  as  the  St.  LouLs  placer,  also  as  the  White 
channel,  was  exploited  by  the  Old  Channel  Company,  which  excavated  a  pit  that 
measured  75  by  35  feet,  with  a  face  about  60  feet  in  height.  The  face  shows  the 
following  section  (top  to  bottom):  8  feet  red  pebbly  soil,  including  worn  material; 
25  feet  bedded,  fine,  angular  quartzite  fragments,  2  to  4  inches  in  diameter;  25  feet 
coarse,  waterworn  bowlders,  1  to  7  feet  in  diameter,  including  porphyry,  quartzite, 
quartzite  breccia;  buflf  ferruginous  basal  portion  densely  compacted  and  partially 
cemented.  The  gold  from  these  gravels  is  said 'to  have  been  fine,  flaky,  and  only 
sHghtly  worn  and  smoothed.  The  pay  obtained  by  these  operations  is  reported 
to  have  been  poor  and  the  outcome  financially  to  have  been  a  loss. 

LashbrooTc  worki7igs, — On  the  north  side  of  the  canyon,  immediately  upstream 
from  the  mouth  of  Dry  Fork,  are  extensive  deposits  of  waterworn  gravels.  Three 
distinct  classes  of  gravel  may  be  recognized  at  this  point,  the  extensive  mass  covering 
the  bench  200  feet  or  more  above  tne  creek,  irregular  isolated  patches  on  the  steep 
slopes  below  this  capping,  and  the  creek  gravels.  The  capping  bench  deposits 
have  been  worked  at  intervals  by  Lashbrook  and  others,  and  it  is  stated  that  very 
little  gold  was  recovered.  Below  this  top  level  small  patches  filling  channel  rem- 
nants and  inequalities  in  bed-rock  gravels  have  been  found  which  carried  high 
values.     These,  however,  are  rather  limited  in  extent. 

Honxird  pit. — At  the  north  side  of  the  mouth  of  Dry  Fork  irregular  patches 
of  gravel  lying  below  the  bench  level  and  on  the  slopes  which  descend  thence  to 
the  present  creek  have  been  opened.  Nothing  is  known  of  the  results  of  the  work 
at  this  point.  Gravel  of  apparently  the  same  class,  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the 
canyon,  between  2,000  and  3,000  feet  north  of  Dry  Fork  and  just  north  of  the  Live 
Oak  shaft,  was  hydrauUcked  by  one  Howard.  This  work  is  reported  to  have  been 
unprofitable. 

ScJienk  placer. — On  the  south  side  of  Bingham  Canyon,  above  halfway  between 
the  main  West  Mountain  shaft  and  Lead  Mine  station,  there  is  a  long  stretch  of 
stream  gravels.  This  deposit  Hes  from  20  to  25  feet  above  the  present  creek  level, 
and  appears  to  be  a  remnant  of  the  early  stream  bed.  It  has  been  opened  in  its 
basal  portions  by  short  tunnels  on  bed  rock,  and  the  gold-bearing  gravel  was  worked 
by  Schenk  and  others  by  a  dry-washing  process.  These  and  other  attempts  to 
work  this  bench  deposit  at  a  profit  are  reported  to  have  failed. 
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RIM  ORAYELS. 

Bench  and  rim  gravels  are  both  remnants  of  deposits  in  former  stream  beds 
left  on  the  canyon  sides  by  subsequent  stream  erosion.  The  distinction  between 
the  two  is  based  on  their  positions  relative  to  the  surface  of  the  stream'  deposits 
of  the  present  creek.  It  is  purely  artificial  and  is  made  merely  for  convenience 
in  description.  Thus  the  deposits  of  lower  Bingham  Canyon,  described  above, 
have  been  included  under  bench  deposits  because  they  occur  on  benches  above 
the  surface  of  the  stream  deposits  of  the  present  creek.  Side  rock  benches  that 
lie  below  the  surface  and  higher  than  the  base  of  the  deposits  of  the  present  creek 
are  commonly  known  as  rims,  and  the  pay  gravels  that  he  upon  such  rims  are  accord- 
ingly termed  rim  gravels.  Three  rich  rim  deposits  have  been  exploited  in  lower 
Bingham  Canyon,  known  as  the  Old  Channel,  Clays  rim  workings,  and  the  Mayberry 
lim. 

Old  Channel.^ — ^The  longest,  richest,  and  best-defined  placer  in  Bingham,  so 
far  as  may  be  judged  from  reports,  was  the  ' '  Old  Channel, ' '  with  its  possible  exten- 
sion, the  Clays  bar.  This,  although  variously  correlated  with  different  gravels 
upstream,  is  best  developed  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon.  It  Ues  on  the  north  side 
of  Bingham  Canyon  about  1,000  feet  upstream  from  Freeman  Gulch,  and  has  been 
worked  thence  northeastward  through  a  projecting  spur,  and  thence  beneath  the 
mouth  of  Freeman  Gulch  and  beyond,  undergroimd  now  occupied  by  dwelling  houses, 
for  about  260  feet,  where  it  turns  eastward  into  the  main  canyon.  Downstream 
a  rim  that^is  generally  considered  the  same  has  been  explored  from  a  point  on  the 
south  side  of  the  canyon,  now  under  the  Winamuck  dump,  in  a  crescentic  eastward 
bend  through  low  spurs,  and  northward  to  a  point  just  beyond  the  base  of  the  road 
to  the  upper  workings  of  the  Winamuck  and  Caledonia.  Its  northward  bend  has 
apparently  been  removed  in  the  dissection  of  the  present  canyon.  Below,  from 
the  base  of  the  road  to  the  Midland  mine,  near  the  slaughterhouse,  it  and  the  portion 
known  as  the  Clays  rim  have  been  thoroughly  explored  along  a  general  northeasterly 
course  to  the  mouth  of  Damphool  Gulch.  Energetic  and  thorough  prospecting 
through  shafts  on  both  sides  of  the  canyon  have  failed  to  reveal  its  continuation 
beyond. 

In  general  the  upper  portion  of  this  deposit,  lying  above  and  adjacent  to  Free- 
man Gulch,  appears  to  have  been  laid  down  in  a  narrow  channel  and  locally  forms 
a  rim  from  10  to  20  feet  below  the  present  creek  level.  The  gold  found  in  it  is 
said  to  have  been  medium  coarse  and  rounded.  This  upper  portion  yielded,  it  is 
reported,  excellent  returns,  the  stretch  below  the  Winamuck  having  been  lean. 
The  stretch  extending  from  the  slaughterhouse   to  Damphool  Gulch  was  worked 

n  The  principal  facts  contained  in  the  account  of  this  series  of  workings,  as  well  as  those  given  in  the  general  history  of 
placer  working  in  Bingham,  were  kindly  famished  hy  Mr.  Daniel  Clays.    He  is  one  of  the  original  placer  mlnen  who 
to  Bingham  in  1870.  and  one  of  the  five  surrlvors  who  now  reside  in  Bingham. 
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by  two  parties,  the  upper  600  feet  by  one  Crowley,  the  lower  600  feet  by  the  Clays 
Brothers.  The  Crowley  ground  was  not  found  to  pay,  but  the  Clays  ground  was 
exceedingly  rich  and  was  most  thoroughly  worked.  Accordingly  it  was  more 
thoroughly  known  than  any  other  portion  of  these  rim  workings.  The  precise 
relation  of  the  Old  Channel  to  the  Clays  rim  is  in  some  doubt.  Though  they  are 
commonly  considered  the  same,  Mr.  Daniel  Clays  has  noted  that  the  form  of  the 
rim  channel  in  his  ground  is  quite  unlike  that  of  the  Old  Channel,  and  further, 
that  while  a  portion  of  the  basal  gravel  from  his  workings  was  somewhat  cemented, 
so  that  it  was  frequently  desirable  to  expose  it  to  alternate  freezing  and  thawing 
to  break  it  up,  the  Old  Channel  basal  gravel  was  unconsohdated.  Inasmuch  as 
the  Clays  ground  is  so  well  known  as  a  separate  successful  working,  it  will  be  here 
described  separately. 

Clays  rim, — ^The  rim  gravels  exploited  by  the  Clays  Brothers  are  located  on  the 
southeast  side  of  Bingham  Canyon,  below  the  creek  level,  and  extend  from  the  mouth 
of  Damphool  Gulch  upstream  to  a  point 

nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  next  Present    stream   level 

small  gully,  a  distance  of  something  over 

600  feet.  «•»"   gravels 

Exploration  has  revealed  a  series  of  i  .an  y      n      *    *     u  -. 

ir  uw^         Quart zita    bed  rock 

three  side  channels  or  rims,  30,  50,  and  65 

feet  beneath  the  surface  of  present  creek     ^  o        as       so       ts  f««« 

gravels,    averaging    60,    20,    and    30    feet,      Fk»*  lO.— TraMvewe  section  of  lower  Clays  ilm,  showing 

respectively,  in  width  (see  fig.  10).     The 

upper  level  is  at  this  point  at  the  level  of  the  Old  Channel  bar,  and,  though  the 
gravel  upon  it  is  partially  cemented,  the  two  are  commonly  considered  portions  of 
the  same  rim  deposit.  Bed  rock  in  the  Old  Channel  stretch  is  said  to  have  been 
even  and  waterwom,  with  only  one  pothole.  This  feature  of  this  and  other  lower 
rims  is  in  notable  contrast  with  the  steep  unevenly  potholed  beds  of  some  of  the 
high  benches,  such  as  the  Dixon  and  St.  Louis. 

The  single  rim  of  the  Old  Channel  gives  way  at  the  head  of  the  Clays  workings  to 
the  composite  three-channeled  rim  above  described.  And  similarly,  in  the  lower 
end  of  the  Clays  ground,  at  the  point  where  these  three  channels  swing  northward, 
they  are  replaced  by  a  single  channel  which  enters  the  main  canyon.  As  this  lowest 
part  carried  especially  high  values,  its  continuation  downstream  was  energetically 
sought.  Shafts  were  sunk  on  both  sides  of  the  canyon,  but  no  further  trace  of  this 
rich  rim  was  found  beyond. 

The  Clays  ground  on  this  rim  was  thoroughly  explored  by  sinking  shallow  shafts 
averaging  20  feet,  to  bed  rock,  and  by  stoping  laterally  from  the  bottom  of  the 
shafts  for  distances  ranging  from  6  to  20  feet,  according  to  the  character  of  pay  and  of 
the  ground.     This  method  was  found  more  economical  of  time,  money,  and  life  than 
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a  system  of  timbered  drifts  and  crosscuts.  On  the  upper  bench  the  lowest  5  to  6  feet 
of  gravel  was  worth  mining.  Highest  values  occurred  on  bed  rock.  In  general, 
pay  was  low  in  the  upper  300  feet  of  the  Clays  workings,  and  low  on  the  second  and 
third  channels  (see  fig.  10).  The  bulk  of  the  gold  recovered  was  taken  from  the  top 
channel.  Although  the  average  value  of  this  is  unknown,  it  is  reported  that  in  some 
cases  6  pans  yielded  $6  and  that  a  cubic  yard  gave  SIS. 20.  It  was  on  this  rim.  about 
150  feet  from  the  head  of  the  rich  300  feet,  that  Mr.  Daniel  Clays  foimd  the  nugget 
which  is  generally  admitted  to  be  the  largest  single  piece  of  gold  ever  found  in  Utah. 
This  nugget  weighed,  it  is  said,  7  ounces  15  pennyweights,  and  was  valued  at  $128. 
The  output  from  the  Clays  workings  includes  $138,000  taken  out  by  the  Clays 
Brothers,  and  enough  more  by  others  to  make  an  approximate  total  of  $175,000. 

Mayhernj  rim. — Mr.  A.  P.  Mayberry,  working  the  lower  portion  of  the  West 
Mountain  ground  adjacent  to  the  lower  shaft,  encountered  a  distinct  rim  on  the 
north  wall  of  the  canyon.  75  feet  below  the  surface.  It  appeared  to  be  a  remnant  of 
a  channel  50  feet  in  width,  which,  with  the  exception  of  this  stretch  150  feet  in 
length,  was  obliterated  by  later  cutting  of  the  main  channel.  This  enters  the  north 
wall  of  the  main  canyon  75  feet  below  the  present  stream  level,  extends  northeast- 
ward around  a  distinct  quartzite  ridge,  and  opens  into  the  main  channel  150  feet 
downstream.  The  basal  gravel  on  this  rim  is  reported  to  have  averaged  $2.93  to 
the  pan. 

Other  subsurface  exploration  in  West  Mountain  ground  proved  the  existence 
at  some  points,  90  feet  below  the  present  surface,  of  a  well-developed  rock  shelf,  12 
to  15  feet  in  width. 

DEEP  CREEK   GRATEL8. 

West  Mountain  placer," — This  property  includes  the  bottom  of  lower  Bingham 
Canyon  for  about  \\  miles,  extending  1,800  feet  above  Dr\'  Fork  and  4,800  feet  below. 
The  main  opening.  West  Mountain  shaft,  is  situated  700  feet  northeast  or  the  mouth 
of  Dry  Fork,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road.  Shafts  Nos.  1  and  2  have  been  sunk 
northeast  of  this  main  shaft,  at  distances  of  1,000  and  4,550  feet,  respectively,  and 
shaft  No.  3  has  been  sunk  at  a  point  still  farther  northeast  beyond  No.  2. 

Development  work  has  been  prosecuted  chiefly  from  these  three  points,  with 
a  view  ultimately  to  exploiting  the  basal  portions  of  the  gravels  wliich  overlie  the 
bexl  of  the  rock  channel,  but  with  the  immediate  view  of  draining  these  gravels  so 
as  to  permit  such  exploitation.  West  Mountain  placer  shaft  descends  to  a  depth  of 
160  feet  in  blue  limestone  on  the  north  rim  of  the  buried  channel.  Drifts  extend 
southward  at  90-  and  150-foot  levels  into  and  across  the  old  channel  (valley)  to  the 
southern  rim,  and  a  35-foot  raise  from  the  lower  connects  with  an  intermediate  level 


a  At  time  of  visit  this  property  was  not  in  operution;  water  filled  the  underground  workings  and  stood  in  the  main  shaft 
only  60  feet  below  its  collar.  The  statements  in  the  present  sketch  are  based  upon  information  gained  from  vaiious  eouroett 
but  chiefly  from  Mr.  F.  C.  Garland,  superintendent  of  the  mine. 
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which  extends  from  rim  to  rim.  Shaft  No.  1  descends  175  feet  southwestward  at  an 
angle  of  35°,  through  gravels  to  bed  rock.  From  this  point,  which  lies  at  a  vertical 
depth  of  about  150  feet,  a  drift  extends  southwestward  for  300  feet.  Shaft  No.  2 
was  excavated  in  the  same  direction  on  the  same  angle  for  150  feet  through  gravels, 
but  on  striking  water  was  abandoned.  Shaft  No.  3  also  follows  a  course  parallel  to 
that  ot  No.  1,  striking  bed  rock  at  170  feet.  From  its  foot  a  vertical  shaft  connects 
through  125  feet  of  gravels  with  the  surface,  a  drift  extends  northeastward  on  bed 
rock  100  feet,  and  another  southwestward  80  to  90  feet,  and  one  northward  about  80 
feet.  From  this  development  it  appears  that  the  present  stream  is  underlain  in 
this  portion  of  the  canyon  by  unconsolidated  gravels  to  an  average  depth  of  about 
150  feet.  The  rock  bottom  of  the  canyon  underlying  the  gravels  follows  a  course 
in  general  parallel  with  the  present  creek.  The  descent  of  the  walls  to  the  bed  rock 
bottom,  however,  is  not  constant,  but  is  interrupted  by  a  rock  shelf  (rim)  12  to  15 
feet  in  width,  about  90  feet  below  the  present  creek  level.  Its  position  suggests 
that  it  is  to  be  correlated  with  the  May  berry  rim,  although  its  width  is  considerably 
less.  The  filling  of  the  old  channel  is  said  to  be  practically  all  gravel,  although  pub- 
lished statements  give  additional  material.''  Thus,  at  the  lower  shaft,  *  *at  a  depth 
of  125  feet,  a  streak  of  black  loam  with  charred  trunks  of  trees'^  was  reported;  and 
at  the  upper  shaft  *' loose  wash  is  100  feet  deep  under  creek  bed,  then  there  is  a 
7-foot  stratum  of  cement.'' 

Pay  gravel  has  been  found  both  on  the  upper  rock  bench  and  at  the  bottom  of 
the  main  channel  on  bed  rock.  It  is  believed  to  exist  at  one  if  not  at  two  other 
higher  levels.  Values  average  about  equal  from  both.  In  the  main  West  Mountain 
group,  regular  shipping  has  not  been  carried  on.  The  known  values  were  obtained 
in  the  general  course  ot  exploration  and  development.  On  the  upper  bench  they  are 
found  through  a  thickness  of  7  feet;  on  the  main  level  in  a  similar  thickness,  with 
the  richest  portion  at  the  base  upon  bed  rock.  It  has  been  stated  that  bed  rock 
was  taken  up  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  to  3  feet  to  obtain  gold  which  it  was  anticipated 
had  settled  into  cracks.  The  values  were  remarkablv  uniform  not  onlv  on  the  two 
upper  levels,  but  also  along  the  course  of  the  bottom  placer.  The  average  value  of 
West  Mountain  gravel  in  minable  limits  is  reported  to  have  been  8  to  1 0  cents  per 
pan,  while  one  pan  ran  $1.56;  a  nugget  $1.66,  and  many  nuggets  40  to  50  cents. 
At  one  clean-up,  on  gravel  taken  in  the  course  of  nmning  a  drain  level,  $500  was 
reported  to  have  been  saved. 

At  present  (1904)  the  attempt  to  work  this  property  as  a  placer  appears  to 
have  been  abandoned,  tentatively  at  least,  and  its  main  shaft  is  used  by  the  Utah 
Copper  Company  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  a  large  concentrator. 

Bingham  placer. — This  property  is  situated  in  main  Bingham  Canyon,  adjoining 
West  Mountain  placer  on  the  east,  and  extends  thence  downstream  for  over  6,600 

«  Rinpham  BuUetin.  May  5.  1899. 
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feet.  It  was  not  in  operation  at  time  of  visit.  ^  Development  consists  of  a  shaft 
down  250  feet  and  200  feet  of  drifts  on  the  115-foot  level.  This  shaft  has  reached 
a  greater  depth  than  that  at  which  bed  rock  was  found  on  the  West  Mountain 
ground,  but  is  said  to  have  encountered  only  stream  gravels,  no  bed  rock.  If  this 
be  the  fact,  it  proves  that  the  rock  or  true  bottom  of  Bingham  Creek  maintains  to 
this  point  in  its  lower  course  at  least  as  steep  an  inclination  as  that  followed  above, 
and  thus  throws  important  light  on  the  relation  of  Bingham  Canyon  and  similar 
side  vaUeys  to  the  main  Jordan  VaUey. 

In  1899  work  was  devoted  to  exploring  the  pay  gravels  which  overhe  a  firm 
floor  of  '  'cement  gravel' '  that  was  encountered  after  passing  down  from  the  surface 
through  115  feet  of  loose  wash  gravel.  The  6  feet  of  gravel  which  inmiediately 
overUes  this  stratum  carries  gold,  often  in  form  of  thin  flakes,  and  much  magnetic 
iron.     "The  pay  gravel  is  apparently  as  rich  as  West  Mountain  dirt.'* 

Other  plcLcers. — Above  the  West  Mountain  placer  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon 
no  work  was  being  prosecuted  at  time  of  visit.  This  area,  however,  is  covered  by 
numerous  claims  which  would  attract  no  little  interest  in  event  of  the  successful 
exploitation  of  the  West  Mountain  groimd.  These  include  Hoffman,  Charles  Brink, 
M.  Gibbons,  May  &  Merrill,  Remnant,  McGuire  &  Co.,  and  others.  Some  pros- 
pecting has  been  done  on  these,  as  well  as  on  smaU  gravel  deposits  in  Bear  Gulch, 
main  Bingham  Canyon,  and  Carr  Fork.  They  are,  however,  with  rare  exception, 
only  prospects  and  Uttle  is  known  as  to  their  output  and  carry. 

o  statements  here  given  are  on  the  aathority  of  Bingham  Bulletin,  May  5, 1880. 
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CHAPTER   VII. 

COMMERCIAIi    APPI.1CATIONS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Mining  is  attended  by  many  difficulties.  In  Bingham  the  obstacles  of  high 
rates  for  labor,  freight,  and  supplies,  which  were  encountered  in  the  early  days  of 
the  camp,  have  been  largely  overcome.  Labor  is  relatively  cheap,  acceptable 
freight  rates  have  been  fixed  by  special  agreement,  and  supplies,  including  provi- 
sions, fuel,  and  tools,  are  obtained  at  fair  prices  by  daily  train  service  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Western  Railroad,  from  near-by  growing  cities,  and  from  thrifty  farmers. 
Operating  expenses  have  been  reduced  by  the  adoption  of  modem  mining  methods 
and  modem  machinery  underground,  of  aerial  tramway  systems,  and  of  extensive, 
complete,  and  thoroughly  modem  private  or  company  plants  for  smelting  and 
refining.  The  geological  conditions  were  the  chief  object  of  the  present  survey., 
however,  and  in  the  course  of  their  examination  many  geological  difficulties  were 
found. 

These  geological  difficulties  encountered  in  Bingham  are  mainly  of  a  structural 
nature.  A  great  thickness  of  rocks  of  similar  physical  character  and  structure 
ha^  suffered  crushing,  faulting,  and  intrusion  to  a  degree  of  complexity  which 
might  reasonably  have  been  considered  physicaUy  impossible.  Furthermore,  ore 
occurs  unevenly  in  various  forms  over  a  considerable  area.  Success  in  mining  in 
the  Bingham  district,  then,  requires  that  scattered  faulted  bodies  of  low-grade  ore 
be  found  and  followed  in  a  poorly  differentiated  coimtry  rock  which  has  been 
extensively  intruded  and  faulted. 

Through  the  cordial  cooperation  of  mine  owners  and  operators  very  favorable 
opportunities  were  afforded  to  study  these  features  and  to  note  their  interference 
with  mining.  Some  of  the  geological  aspects  of  certain  problems  related  to  the 
following  subjects  will  be  briefly  considered:  Prospecting,  exploration  of  fissures 
and  limestone,  character  and  exploration  of  igneous  rocks  and  of  faults,  continuity 
of  lode  ores  and  of  bedded  ores  in  Umestone,  and  exploitation  of  zinc  and  of 
auriferous  gravels. 

PROSPECTING. 

The  search  for  new  ore  bodies  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  experience  gained 
in  previous  surface  prospecting  and  underground  exploration.  The  presence  of  ore 
bodies  is  not  always  indicated  by  croppings;  accordingly  the  absence  of  distinct 
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croppiugs  or  gossans  is  not  to  be  interpreted  as  proving  the  absence  of  ore  bodies 
in  the  underlying  country.  Thus,  although  the  deposits  of  t/he  Old  Jordan  were 
indi(*ated  by  eroppings  of  galena  (l^a^d  sulpliide),  malachite  (green  copper  carbonate), 
and  azurite  (blue  copper  carbonate),  and  the  extensive  Winamuck  ore  shoot  was 
found  deep  within  the  country  rock  adjacent  to  a  prominent  ^^iron  hat,'^  yet  the 
mammoth'  No.  1  copper  shoot  of  the  Higliland  Boy  gave  no  surface  indication  of 
its  presence. 

Prominent  wall-like  masses  of  quartzitc  breccia  have  in  several  instances  been 
mistaken  for  gossans.  Several  examplci^  of  these  appear  along  the  road  which 
follows  the  divide  from  the  Eagle  Bird  westward  to  the  main  road  on  West  Mountain. 
They  are  mere  indurated  masses  of  brecciated  quartzite  and  frequently  show  no 
indication  whatever  of  mineralization. 

Each  type  of  country  rock  exhibits  characteristic  eroppings.  The  best  known 
indications  in  a  quartzite  country  are  found  in  the  prominent  cliffs  of  rusty  quartz- 
ite overlooking  the  Winamuck.  Here  massive,  somewhat  fractured,  quartzite  has 
been  discolored  over  a  large  area  with  brown,  rusty,  iron  stains.  Although  the 
ground  underlying  this  *  Mron  hat^'  has  not  been  opened  at  a  depth,  in  that,  a 
little  to  the  west,  has  been  found  the  great  Winamuck  shoot. 

The  character  of  eroppings  in  an  ore-bearing  fissure  in  limestone  or  meta- 
morphosed limestone  (marble)  is  perhaps  best  shown  north  of  upper  Bingham 
Canyon,  between  the  Old  Jordan  and  Neptune  properties,  where  the  Galena  fissure 
traverses  the  Jordan  limestone  (see  PL  XXVIII,  A).  The  white  marble  and 
grayish-blue  carbonaceous  bands,  in  a  zone  from  3  to  4  feet  wide,  are  traversed 
by  a  network  of  fissures  whose  walls  are  stained  brown  by  iron  and  occasionally 
spotted   green   and   blue   by   copper. 

The  eroppings  of  the  *' bedded''  or  replacement  ore  bodies  in  limestone  appear, 
so  far  as  may  be  judged  from  walls  of  open  cuts  indicated  by  those  of  the  Niagara 
and  Old  Jordan  ore  bodies,  to  be  rusty  iron-  and  copper-stained  marble,  of  t^n  cherty 
and  spotted  with  galena  (lead  sulphide).  One  of  the  original  locators  of  the  Old 
Jordan  states  that  large  masses  of  galena  outcropped  prominently  near  the  Jordan 
discover}\ 

The  best-known  surface  indications  of  ore-bearing  monzonite  are  to  be  observed 
in  Copper  Center  Gulch.  This  large  laccolithic  stock  of  monzonite  has  been  exten- 
sively explored  areally  and  in  depth,  and  found  to  carry  low  gold  and  copper  values 
deemed  sufficient  to  work  at  a  profit.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  ore  here 
occurs  not  in  definite  shoots,  but  rather  as  a  general  impregnation  of  the  entire  mass 
along  secondary  partings.  Thus  the  most  favorable  portions  of  this  body  to  prospect 
appear  to  be  the  zones  or  belts  of  fracturing,  crushing,  and  jointing,  along  which 
the  monzonite  has  been  most  highly  altered  and  mineralized. 
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In  brief,  iron-stained  quartzite  and  metamorphosed  limestone  stained  with 
Umonite  (iron  oxide),  azurite  (blue  copper  carbonate),  and  malachite  (green  copper 
carbonate),  and  spotted  with  galena  (lead  sulphide),  have  in  many  instances  guided 
exploration  to  the  discovery  of  valuable  ore  bodies,  and  in  some  instances  large 
shoots  have  been  found  where  surface  indications  were  unknown. 

EXPLORATION    OF    FISSURES. 

Only  a  small  portion  of  the  fissures  in  Bingham  have  been  mineralized.  The 
safest  clues  to  those  fissures  which  may  carry  ore  and  to  those  which  probably  do 
not  are  location,  trend,  and  dip. 

The  location  of  the  largest  veins  and  lodes  is  in  limestones  in  the  neighborhood 
of  intrusive^.  Strong  though  usually  somewhat  narrower  veins  and  lodes  also 
traverse  quartzite  and  intrusives.  These  general  facts  of  location  are  indicated  by 
the  great  series  of  productive  fissures  and  lodes  at  the  head  of  main  Bingham 
Canyon. 

As  to  trend  and  dip,  several  hundred  precise  measurements  underground 
indicate  that  the  fissures,  including  both  barren  and  mineralized,  trend  toward  all 
points  of  the  compass  in  about  equal  numbers.  Consideration  of  their  relative 
ages  shows  that,  with  certain  explicable  exceptions,  the  principal  fissures  belong 
to  three  groups,  developed  at  three  distinct  periods,  namely,  those  trending  north- 
east-southwest, then  those  trending  northwest-southeast,  and  a  later  series  trending 
northeast-southwest.  Furthermore,  over  84  per  cent  of  the  fissures  observed  to 
carry  pay  ore  trend  N.  5®  to  43®  E.  Over  80  per  cent  of  the  observed  pay  lodes 
dip  northwest  at  angles  ranging  from  45®  to  90®.  Thus  it  would  appear  that  only 
the  northeast-southwest  fissures  were  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  principal  period 
of  ore  deposition,  and  that  the  northwest-southeast  and  secondary  northeast- 
southwest  series  were  developed  subsequent  to  ore  deposition. 

In  brief,  the  available  evidence  tends  to  indicate  that,  first,  the  fissures  which 
are  far  most  likely  to  carry  valuable  ore  bodies  are  those  which  trend  northeast- 
southwest  and  dip  northwest;  and,  second,  the  probability  is  against  finding  pay 
ore  in  northwest-southeast  fissures. 

As  regards  the  probability  of  developing  pay  ore  in  fissures  which  do  not  reveal 
strong  surface  indications  or  likely  signs  on  superficial  prospecting,  a  few  observa- 
tions may  not  be  out  of  place.  Croppings  on  fissures  above  ore  shoots  are  not 
universal.  Although  ore  is  said  to  have  cropped  strongly  along  portions  of  the 
Galena  fissure,  in  other  stretches  which  overlie  known  ore  bodies  surface  indica- 
tions are  wanting.  And  although  croppings  were  found  locally  on  the  Last  Chance, 
Eagle  Bird,  Hoogley,  etc.,  neither  these  nor  the  other  fissures,  as  those  of  the  Silver 
Shield  and  Winamuck,  are  known  to  exhibit   prominent   croppings.     Similarly, 
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EXPLORATION   OP  LIMESTONE. 

The  great  bodies  of  copper  ore  appear  to  be  restricted  to  thick,  massive,  meta- 
morphosed limestones.  The  detailed  facts  of  their  occurrence  and  association  tend 
to  indicate  that  development  would  more  likely  result  in  the  discovery  of  pay  ore  if 
directed  toward  those  portions  of  massive,  metamorphosed  hmestones  which  have 
been  intensely  fissured  and  intruded.  Such  bodies  occur  characteristically  in  the 
groimd  adjacent  to  Bear  Gulch  and  upper  Bingham  Canyon  on  the  United  States 
property,  and  in  that  of  upper  Carr  Fork  of  the  Utah  ConsoUdated  (Highland  Boy) 
property. 

The  opinion  prevails  among  Bingham  miners  that  the  large  bodies  of  copper  ore 
occur  in  the  base  of  the  great  limestones,  immediately  upon  the  massive  quartzite. 
In  only  one  mine  was  a  copper  shoot  observed  to  Ue  upon  a  quartzite  foot.  This 
was  abnormal,  as  the  contact  resulted  from  deformation.  The  relation  there  shown, 
though  easily  mistaken  for  a  normal  one,  had  been  produced  by  faulting  ore  which 
formed  within  the  limestone,  well  above  its  base,  into  immediate  contact  with  under- 
lying quartzite.  In  all  other  cases  observed  the  ore  shoots  occur  within  the  great 
limestones  at  variable  distances  above  a  barren  foot-wall  contact.  Recent  develop- 
ments show,  moreover,  that  these  ore  bodies  are  not  confined  to  a  single  horizon 
ifvithin  a  limestone,  but  formed  at  various  horizons  one  above  another  (see  p.  150). 
In  view  of  these  two  facts  systematic  exploration  of  the  great  hmestones  assumes 
increased  importance.  Thorough  exploration  of  these  members  requires  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  beds  throughout  their  entire  thickness  from  wall  to  wall. 
This  may  be  secured  in  the  cheapest,  surest,  and  most  practical  manner  by  systemat- 
ically crosscutting  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  strike  of  the  bedding,  entirely 
through  the  limestone,  into  both  foot-  and  hanging-wall  quartzite. 

The  copper  shoots  in  the  limestones  are  flat,  irregular  beds  of  general  lenticular 
form,  and  occur  in  definite  limestone  beds  parallel  to  and  between  other  limestone 
beds.  They  thin  out  laterally  in  very  irregular  margins.  In  some  cases  their  great- 
est dimension  is  along  the  strike;  in  others  it  is  in  the  direction  of  dip.  Again,  some 
shoots  are  habitually  sharply  defined,  while  others  are  vague  and  indefinite,  fading 
out  imperceptibly  or  passing  gradually  one  into  another.  These  lenses  are  also 
found  to  end  in  the  same  manner  above  and  below,  as  well  as  laterally.  Thus  not 
only  is  absence  of  a  bedded  body  in  a  crosscut  not  to  be  taken  as  proof  of  its  absence, 
even  a  short  distance  to  either  side,  but  the  absence  of  bedded  ore  along  a  horizon  at 
any  level  is  not  proof  of  its  absence  along  the  same  horizon  at  higher  or  lower  levels. 
In  brief,  the  irregularity  of  these  lenticular  shoots  at  the  various  horizons  and  the 
imperceptibihty  of  some  of  their  transitions  from  one  to  another,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  abruptness  of  the  transitions,  both  laterally  and  along  the  dip,  increase 
the  necessity  of  systematic  crosscutting  at  frequent  intervals.     Although  finding 
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ore  is  thus  attended  with  some  difficulty,  complex  faulting  renders  following  the  ore 
even  more  difficult.  In  view  of  the  special  importance  of  the  subject  it  is  considered 
under  a  separate  head. 

CHARACTER   OF    IGNEOUS-ROCK    MASSES. 

The  prevailing  opinion  that  igneous  rocks  have  played  an  important  role  in  the 
formation  of  the  ores  of  this  district  has  been  substantiated  by  detailed  geologic 
study.  The  occurrence  of  great  bodies  of  copper  ore  appears  to  be  restricted  to 
massive  limestones  which  have  been  subjected  to  extensive  intrusion  and  meta- 
morphism  (see  discussion  of  occurrence,  p.  132).  Fissures  have  frequently  been 
found  to  contain  valuable  ore  shoots  between  walls  of  igneous  rock,  and  extensive 
intrusive  masses  have  been  proved  to  carry  low  values  of  gold  and  copper  dissemi- 
nated throughout. 

That  the  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  form  of  occurrence  of  igneous  masses 
is  appreciated  by  those  directing  development  work  in  Bingham  was  shown  by  the 
large  number  of  inquiries  which  were  made  regarding  problems  involving  igneous 
masses.  Indeed,  no  single  problem  seems  to  have  proved  a  more  serious  obstacle  to 
underground  development  than  intrusives.  Agreeable  to  repeated  requests,  the 
writer  will  endeavor  to  present  a  simple,  clear  statement  on  the  general  origin  and 
occurrence  of  Bingham  intrusives,  and  some  suggestions  as  to  their  exploration. 

The  large  number  of  occurrences  which  have  been  studied  throughout  the 
world  appear  to  show"  that  igneous  rocks  (i.  e.,  crystalline  rocks  such  as  granite, 
diorite,  and  those  with  porphyritic  structure,  popularly  termed  porphyries,  etc.) 
are  solidified  molten  masses  that  were  derived  from  deep  A^-ithin  the  earth.  The 
exact  role  played  by  each  factor  in  the  introduction  of  this  molten  material  into 
the  overlying  rock  is  the  object  of  deep  inquiry,  and  has  not  yet  been  entirely 
determined.  Certain  points  are,  however,  fairly  well  established.  Thus,  broadly 
viewed,  it  appears  that  rock  constituents,  which  are  united  in  a  molten  liquid, 
Keiiiili<|uid,  or  viscous  state,  occur  deep  beneath  the  earth's  surface  as  rock  magmas. 
K«ir  the  sake  of  concreteness  they  may  be  likened  roughly  to  some  such  substance  as 
m«)lasses.  Under  the  impulse  of  forces  acting  in  the  earth's  crust,  these  magmas  are 
driven  injected — into  the  inclosing  rocks,  and  sometimes  rise  through  all  the  over- 
lying rocks  to  the  surface  and  overflow.  Those  igneous  masses  which  are  intruded 
iiit(»  I  he  rocks  but  do  not  reach  the  surface  are  known  as  intrusives;  those  which 
How  (»ut  upon  the  surface  are  termed  extrusives.  Among  the  many  forms  of  intru- 
isivert,  three  type^^  are  commonly  encountered — the  tabular,  roughly  vertical,  wall- 
hke  imitis,  termed  diJce;  the  tabular,  generally  horizontal,  bed-like  layer,  termed  siU, 
til  intrusive  sheet;  and  the  bell-,  dome-,  or  hemispherical-shaped  mass,  termed 
laccAjL'Uh,     The  extrusives  occur  in  the  form  of  irregular  horizontal  sheets  or  flows. 
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The  forms  assumed  by  the  intruded  mass  of  magma  vary  according  to  the  character 
of  the  magma,  the  character  of  the  rocks  invaded,  and  the  condition  and  position 
of  those  rocks,  so  that  the  forms  found  in  different  mining  camps  vary,  as  do  those 
found  in  different  formations  in  the  same  camp. 

In  Bingham  instances  of  each  of  these  tj^pe  forms  occur.  Tlie  extrusive  rocks 
are,  so  far  as  found,  restricted  to  the  eastern  foothill  slopes  of  the  range,  where 
they  occur  as  an  extensive  overflow,  filling  the  depressions  of  an  old  land  surface. 
The  intrusives  occur  in  various  irregular  forms  throughout  the  district.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Upper  Bingham  an  extensive  intrusive  mass  attains  a  relatively  great 
thickness  and  a  roughly  hemispherical  shape  beneath  a  cap  of  massive  quartzite, 
and  may  thus  be  termed  a  laccolith.  Its  periphery,  however,  is  exceedingly  irreg- 
ular and  is  characterized  by  steep,  narrow,  wall-like  bodies,  and  flat,  sheet-like 
bodies,  which  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  parent  mass  out  into  the  inclosing 
walls  as  dikes  and  sills.  Thus,  workings  in  the  Old  Jordan  ^nd  Boston  Consoli- 
dated encountered  and  passed  through  excellent  examples  of  dikes,  and  lower  work- 
ings in  the  Telegraph  (Proctor  level).  Old  Jordan  (Utah  level),  and  Highland  Boy 
(No.  6  tunnel),  have  exposed  flat  contacts  of  intrusives  underlying  and  following 
bedding  planes  in  the  Kmestone  or  quartzite  countr}'^  rock  (PI.  XXII). 

In  the  absence  of  dominating  preintrusive  fissures  and  favorable  stratigraphic 
influences,  however,  the  intrusives  in  this  area  have  not  assumed  typical,  sharply 
defined  forms.  On  the  contrary,  the  fact  that  the  sediments  in  general  are  massively 
bedded,  and  in  certain  areas  are  intensely  crushed,  explains  the  extremely  irregular 
forms  of  the  Bingham  intrusives. 

The  term  porphyry  has  in  colloquial  usage  been  applied  to  all  these  various 
occurrences  of  igneous  rock  without  regard  to  their  structure  or  to  their  form  of 
occurrence.  Some  of  these  rocks  do  exhibit  typical  porphyritic  structure — i.  e., 
they  contain  larger  individual  crystals  imbedded  in  a  fine-grained  crystalline  or 
glassy  groundmass.  Thus,  the  Fortune  intrusive  shows  crystals  of  feldspar,  mica 
and  hornblende  embedded  in  a  dark  greenish-gray  groundmass.  Similarly,  the 
Zelnora  dike  and  Winamuck  dike  exhibit  true  porphyritic  structure.  But  the 
largest  and  economically  the  most  important  intrusives  in  the  region  do  not  possess 
porphyritic  structure,  and  thus  can  not  correctly  be  termed  porphyry.  The  r©ck 
making  up  the  laccolithic  mass  at  Upper  Bingham  and  also  the  Last  Chance  body 
is  dark  gray,  even  fine  grained,  and  granular.  Its  mineralogical  and  chemical 
composition  show  it  to  be  monzonite.  The  intrusive  rock  of  the  porphyritic  dikes 
and  sills  appears  to  be  monzonite-porphyry,  and  the  extrusive  to  be  normal  latite 
(see  p.  129). 
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EXPLORATION    OF   INTBU8IVES. 

The  practical  importance  of  the  igneous  bodies  is  twofold,  first,  as  regards 
their  possible  contents  of  metallic  values,  and  second,  as  regards  their  influence  in 
inducing  the  formation  of  ore  in  inclosing  rocks.  In  the  determination  of  these 
two  points  the  proof  of  the  type  and  thus  of  the  shape  of  the  igneous  mass  is  a 
most  important  feature.  This  knowledge  is  needed  for  the  economic  development 
of  the  ore-bearing  porphyry  and  the  exploration  and  exploitation  of  ore  bodies  in 
sediments  adjacent  to  intrusives. 

Thorough  detailed  study  of  all  geologic  features  exposed  on  the  surface  should 
invariably  precede  underground  exploration.  In  this  manner  a  lai^e  body  of  facts 
which  affords  valuable  basis  for  exploration  may  be  obtained  at  a  minimum  expense. 
Outcrops  show,  for  example,  along  the  eastern  flanks  of  the  Oquirrh  Range,  an 
extensive  body  of  roughly  bedded  porphyritic  igneous  rock,  which  extends  along 
the  front  at  a  fairly  Constant  elevation.  The  extent,  lithologic  character,  structure, 
and  position  of  the  mass  suggest  that  it  is  an  extrusive.  An  exposure  along  a  canyon 
incised  through  the  inner  margin  of  the  body  reveals  the  lower  contact  of  the  igneous 
maHs,  overlying  and  sloping  gently  off  from  an  old  soil  and  waste  surface,  which 
in  turn  covers  a  bed-rock  foundation.  These  facts  thus  confirm  the  supposition 
that  the  mass  is  an  extrusive.  So  far  as  known,  it  neither  carries  mineral  values 
nor  induces  ore  deposition  in  adjacent  country  rock.  The  form  and  extent  of  this 
latito  flow,  however,  affect  the  continuation  in  depth  and  to  the  east  of  the  ore 
liodicvi  in  limestone;  for  if  this  volcanic  mass  broke  upward  at  or  in  proximity  to 
itft  |)reHent  surface  contact  then  it  is  probable  that  this  contact  descends  steeply 
And  tnnu»ates  the  ore-bearing  limestones.  If,  however,  the  latite  simply  blankets 
All  onrlior  land  surface  closely  resembling  the  present  surface,  there  is  no  structural 
n^AMiMi  why  tlie  ore  bodies  in  Carboniferous  sediments  may  not  be  followed  eastward 
lUidor  lht»  volcanic  flow. 

l>iktvM  may  be  recognized  on  the  surface  by  exposures  of  igneous  rock,  generally 
|tiii'|i|)vriti(\  lying  in  long,  relatively  narrow  belts,  the  lateral  contacts  of  which  with 
(holiuiiU)^  country  rock  descend  steeply.  Dikes  may  trend  at  any  angle  with  the 
|i4Hldiu^  tlioy  may  be  perpendicular,  oblique,  or  parallel  to  it.  Similar  belts, 
i>iM|»|Uugi«  i»r  igneous  bodies  which  locally  underUe  stratigrapliic  members,  coursing 
|»MiullvU  to  tho  strike  and  dipping  gently  with  the  beds  as  intercalated  igneous  beds, 
i4U«  ti»  bo  distinguished  as  sills.  Those  igneous  masses  whose  surface  outcrops, 
UiMiig^k  piwst^nting  general  parallelism  with  overlying  sedimentary  beds,  like  sills, 
mIm»\\  thorn  ti>  be  much  greater  in  relative  thickness  than  sills,  and  to  possess  a 
li^oiKUul  d\MuiiMil  shape,  are  readily  recognized  as  laccoliths.  In  brief,  igneous  bodies 
wlui-h  i»iiU^rup  in  long,  relatively  narrow  exposures  may  be  either  dikes  or  sills 
utiiiuhu^  to  their  attitude  toward  sedimentary  beds.     Agreement  of  the  contacts 
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of  an  igneous  mass  with  the  strike  and  dip  of  inclosing  strata  indicates  a  sill;  general 
disagreement  in  either  strike  or  dip  indicates  a  dike.  The  practical  importance  of 
distinguishing  between  these  forms — and  they  may  generally  be  distinguished  by 
surface  indications — is  to  determine  the  inclination  of  the  contacts,  and  thus  the 
points  at  which  the  body  would  normally  be  encountered  underground,  and  also 
to  ascertain  the  probable  distance  required  to  pass  through  the  mass.  Between 
these  three  forms  occurs  every  conceivable  transition. 

With  the  general  type  and  form  of  the  igneous  body  thus  determined,  under- 
ground exploration  may  be  advantageously  undertaken.  Underground  the  form 
and  size  of  an  igneous  body  may  be  recognized  by  the  same  though  more  incom- 
plete criteria.  Thus  a  steep  contact  cutting  across  the  bedding  planes  of  sediments, 
such  as  sandstone  or  shale,  may  be  accepted  as  a  probable  indication  of  a  dike. 
And  a  relatively  flat  contact,  parallel  with  the  bedding,  locally  at  least,  suggests  a 
sill.  In  general  the  greater  the  extent  of  contact  developed  the  more  trustworthy 
is  the  conclusion  regarding  the  form  of  the  igneous  body. 

As  above  stated,  the  evidence  thus  far  afforded  by  exploration  of  intrusives 
in  Bingham  tends  to  show  that  the  extrusives  have  no  commercial  value,  and 
that  the  intrusives  are  of  value  either  as  carrying  low  gold  and  silver  values,  if 
laccoliths,  or  as  inducing  the  formation  of  bodies  of  copper  ore  in  adjacent  rocks, 
if  dikes  or  sills.  Accordingly,  when  an  intrusive  body  is  encountered  in  the  course 
of  underground  exploration,  development  work  should  immediately  be  directed  to 
proving  in  the  most  economic  manner  the  form  of  the  body.  Obviously  it  should 
be  directed  on  a  basis  of  careful  surface  observations.  When  it  is  proved  that  a 
contact  is  one  wall  of  a  dike,  two  desirable  lines  of  work  are  immediately  opened : 
First,  to  prove  the  width  and  course  of  the  dike  itself,  and,  second,  to  determine 
the  possible  occurrence  of  ore  in  the  inclosing  country  rock.  Drifting  for  a  reason-, 
able  distance  along  the  contact  will  reveal  the  trend  of  the  dike,  and  a  crosscut 
through  the  igneous  mass  into  the  country  inclosing  its  opposite  side,  in  a  direction 
transverse  to  that  contact,  will  prove  the  thickness  of  the  dike  and  the  trend  of 
its  other  wall. 

As  regards  the  ground  adjacent  to  intrusives  that  it  may  be  advisable  to  explore 
for  ore,  results  of  detailed  underground  studies  in  various  western  camps  show 
that  it  is  desirable  to  prospect  the  inclosing  country  rock  by  crosscuts  at  rather 
frequent  intervals  for  a  distance  of  at  least  from  100  to  150  feet  away  from  the 
intrusive.  The  determination,  underground,  that  an  igneous  contact  is  that  of  a 
sill  would  necessitate  the  consideration  of  an  additional  feature— its  gentle  dip. 
While  t^e  same  steps  might  be  taken  to  the  same  end  in  the  case  of  a  dike,  the 
somewhat  different  attitude  of  the  intrusive  would  lead  to  certain  modifications 
in  the  development  work.     Thus,  if  the  sill  were  fairly  flat,  the  thickness  of  the  body 
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might  be  proved  at  much  less  expense  by  a  raise  instead  of  by  a  crosscut.  In  plan- 
ning exploration  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the  sill,  careful  consideration  of  the 
average  dip  of  the  sill  contact  becomes  of  highest  practical  importance.  The  failure 
to  recognize  the  fact  that  an  intrusive  is  a  sill  instead  of  a  dike  has  in  noteworthy 
instances  resulted  in  needlessly  great  expenditure;  and,  similarly,  failure  to  dis- 
tinguish between  a  normal,  relatively  thin  sill  and  a  laccolith  would  lead  to  excessive 
and  perhaps  fruitless  expenditure. 

In  proving  a  laccolith  the  same  steps  may  be  taken,  although  if  knowledge 
of  the  thickness  of  the  body  alone  is  sought,  the  expense  of  the  long  crosscut  should 
be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  determining  that  dimension  on  the  surface.  If,  however, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Bingham  laccoUth  in  Copper  Center  Gulch,  the  igneous  body 
carries  values,  it  may  be  desirable  to  run  the  crosscut,  and  thus  prove  both  values 
and  form  at  the  same  time.  Such  a  prospect  crosscut,  however,  might  well  be  run, 
if  other  considerations  did  not  enter,  in  a  direction  transverse  to  the  upper  and 
lower  contacts  of  the  laccolith. 

As  regards  prospecting  within  the  body  of  igneous  masses  proper,  it  appears 
that  the  extrusives,  and  of  the  intrusives  the  relatively  limited  dikes  and  sills,  do 
not  carry  pay  values.  As  to  the  extensive  intrusives,  Kke  the  Bingham  laccolith, 
however,  thorough  prospecting  has  shown  that  by  close  work  it  may  be  possible 
to  exploit  them  for  gold  and  copper  at  a  profit.  From  a  large  number  of  assays 
taken  regularly  at  the  surface  and  throughout  extensive  underground  workings, 
it  appears  that  the  highest  values  occur  in  those  portions  of  the  mass  which  have 
suffered  crushing,  jointing,  and  fracturing.  As  such  breaking  of  the  country  rock 
would  tend  to  weaken  it  and  thus  render  it  less  resistant  to  weathering,  it  would 
seem  that  prospecting  might  be  most  advantageously  carried  on  along  hollows, 
runs,  and  linear  valleys,  preferably  adjacent  to  copper-  and  iron-stained  croppings. 

FAULTS. 

Faulting  occurred  throughout  the  district  both  before  and  after  the  deposition 
of  ore.  Although  the  Assuring  which  took  place  before  the  ore  was  deposited  was 
favorable  to  mining  in  furnishing  passageways  for  ore-bearing  solutions,  the  faults 
which  took  place  after  ore  deposition  have  often  proved  a  serious  obstacle  to  mining 
by  abruptly  cutting  off  and  displacing  ore  bodies.  It  thus  frequently  becomes 
desirable  to  find  a  displaced  ore  body  beyond  a  fault.  To  do  this  intelligently 
and  economically  requires  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  character  of  the  fault. 
In  the  chapter  on  *' Occurrence  of  the  ores*'  under  the  heading  ''Displacement 
on  fissures,**  page  140,  the  various  types  of  faults  observed  have  been  described 
in  detail.  It  is  shown  that  in  Bingham  faults  trend  with  the  strike  of  'the  beds, 
transverse  to  the  strike,  and  at  varying  intermediate  angles;  that  in  dip  some  accord 
with  that  of  the  beds,  others  are  inclined  opposite  to  the  dip,  and  others  at  inter- 
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mediate  angles;  and  that  the  displacement  is  sometimes  in  one  direction  and  some- 
times another,  in  some  cases  equal  in  amount  throughout,  in  others  in  opposite 
directions  at  different  points  on  the  same  plane.  Careful  study  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  faults  of  the  various  types  shows  no  regular  relation  between  direction  of 
displacement  and  either  trend  or  dip  of  fault  plane.  Although  the  diversity  in  the 
character  of  the  faults  which  were  studied  in  the  course  of  underground  work 
was  so  great  that  detailed  directions  for  proving  each  type  can  not  be  given  here, 
certain  general  suggestions  may  be  of  use  to  the  miner. 

Having  first  proved  that  the  ore  body  investigated  has  been  actually  cut 
off  by  a  fault,  by  observing  the  usual  evidences,  such  as  ore  ending  abruptly  along 
a  fissure  and  failing  to  continue  on  the  other  side,  slickensided  or  polished  surfaces 
of  a  fissure,  and  fragments  of  ore  dragged  in  and  rounded  along  the  plane  of  the  fault, 
it  is  next  necessary  to  determine  the  direction  of  the  movement  and  its  amount. 
The  first  indication  of  direction  is  given  by  the  trend  of  the  fault  plane  and  then 
by  the  course  of  striations  on  its  walls,  but  the  movement  along  the  striations 
may  have  been  in  either  of  two  directions — up  or  down  if  the  striations  are  ver- 
tical, to  right  or  left  if  they  are  horizontal,  etc.  To  determine  which  of  these 
two  directions  the  movement  took,  the  rock  opposite  the  ore,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  fault,  should  be  observed,  to  see  whether  in  its  unfaulted  position  it  belonged 
above  or  below  where  it  now  occurs.  As,  for  instance,  if  quartzite  is  opposite 
limestone  and  it  can  be  proved  to  be  the  foot-wall  quartzite,  then  the  throw  on 
the  farther  side  of  the  fault  must  have  been  upward,  and  the  continuation  of  the 
ore  body  is  to  be  looked  for  upward  in  the  direction  of  the  striation  lines.  In 
general  this  determination  is  more  readily  made  on  the  surface,  because  the  greater 
exposure  there  affords  more  evidence. 

If  the  rocks  which  have  been  faulted  include  two  or  more  distinct  kinds,  the 
precise  determination  of  an  ordinary  fault  is  not  difficult.  In  Bingham,  how- 
ever, the  geologic  section  is  largely  composed  of  a  great  thickness  of  massive  quartz- 
ite which  is  so  similar  throughout  that  it  is  frequently  impossible  to  distinguish 
one  part  from  another.  The  massive  Umestones  included  in  the  quartzite  are 
readily  distinguished  from  it,  and  as  these  are  the  members  in  which  the  faulted 
ore  bodies  are  commonly  found  the  contact  between  such  limestone  and  quartzite 
affords  a  definite  and  easily  recognized  plane.  For  concreteness  an  actual  case 
may  be  considered.  Having  proved  that  an  ore  body  which  lies  in  limestone  at 
a  known  distance  above  the  underlying  quartzite  has  been  faulted,  a  study  of 
surface  indications  is  first  desirable.  After  locating  the  contact  of  the  limestone 
with  the  underlying  quartzite  on  the  surface,  and  following  it  to  the  fault  and 
observing  that  it  does  not  continue  beyond,  it  is  desired  to  ascertain  where  its 
continuation  lies  and  the  direction  and  amount  of  the  movement  which  displaced 
it.     If  the  rock  found  on  the  farther  side  of  the  fault  is  limestone,  it  might  be 
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inferred  that  that  side  has  been  thrown  down  along  the  fault;  if  quartzite,  that 
it  has  been  thrown  up,  unless  there  has  been  sufficient  downward  movement  to 
lower  to  this  position  the  hanging-wall  quartzite.  The  fault  should  then  be  fol- 
lowed as  far  as  it  can  be  traced  and  the  relative  position  of  the  limestone  or  quartz- 
ite contact  on  either  side,  the  amount  ot  that  apparent  oflFset  along  the  fault,  the 
dip  of  the  bedding,  and  the  inclination  of  the  fault  plane  and  of  the  striation  lines 
should  be  carefully  noted.  From  this  data  the  direction  and  amocnt  of  move- 
ment on  the  fault  may  be  precisely  computed. 

This  determination  is  necessarily  more  difficult  underground.  If  the  faulted 
ore  body  lies  within  limestone,  it  is  important  to  know  its  distance  from  the  quartz- 
ite walls,  which  may  be  proved  by  crosscutting  to  the  nearest  wall.  If  the  cross- 
cut is  driven  along  the  fault  on  the  side  of  the  fault  on  which  the  ore  is  known, 
drifts  may  be  driven  off  from  it  through  the  fault  at  frequent  intervals  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  of  the  country  rock  on  the  farther  side.  The  position  of  the  ore 
body  within  the  limestone  in  regard  to  its  distance  from  the  nearest  wall,  the  trend 
and  dip  of  the  fault  plane,  the  position  of  the  limestone-quartzite  contact  on  either 
side,  the  dip  of  the  bedding,  and  the  course  of  the  slickensides  having  been  thus 
determined,  the  direction  and  amount  of  displacement  may  be  estimated  in  a 
manner  similar  to  that  employed  on  the  surface. 

Accurate  location  of  the  position  of  the  ore  body  by  crosscutting  to  the  walls, 
and  thorough  determination  of  faults,  first  on  the  surface  and  then  underground, 
ftH  roughly  outlined  above,  will  be  found  more  economical  in  the  long  run  than 
running  drifts  in  search  of  lost  ore  bodies  without  such  calculation. 

CONTINUITY   OF   LODE   ORES. 

The  exploration  of  the  fissures  and  lodes  of  Bingham  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  warrant  final  judgment  as  to  the  continuation  of  pay  ore  in  them  to  great  depths 
ov  horizontal  extent.  The  best  available  evidence  is  found  in  the  results  obtained 
in  developing  the  Galena,  Eagle  Bird,  Queen,  and  Winamuck  veins.  Although 
i\w  firHt  has  been  opened  3,500  feet  horizontally  and  700  feet  vertically,  neither 
t^'iul  nor  the  deeper  portions  of  the  workings  were  accessible.  Extensive  ore  bodies 
on  the  lower  levels  southwest  of  the  Galena  hoist  are  indicated  on  the  stope  map, 
Imt  tho  (^xac^t  amount  and  grade  of  ore  there  disclosed  were  not  to  be  learned. 
Tht*  Qucep  vein  yielded  rich  silver  ore  through  a  vertical  range  of  about  100  feet 
und  u  limited  horizontal  distance,  beyond  which  the  shoot  pinched.  About  1,000 
fijut  below  this  level  a  vein  is  said  to  have  been  encountered  in  Butterfield  tunnel 
at  the  point  where  the  Queen  vein  was  expected.  This  vein  is  reported  to  carry 
bcunty  i>re,  which  closely  resembles  the  ore  of  the  Queen  vein  in  values  and  min- 
mulogicttl  character.  The  Eagle  Bird  and  Last  Chance  lodes  appear  to  have  held 
their  strength  and  are  reported  to  have  kept  their  values  in  depth,  the  former 
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for  787  feet  on  an  average  60°  dip  and  the  latter  for  about  575  feet  vertically. 
The  Winamuck  vein,  judging  from  selected  assays  from  various  points  from  its 
several  hundred  feet  of  workings  on  the  dip,  ran  highest  in  lead  and  silver  in  the 
upper  levels,  and  in  gold,  copper,  and  zinc  at  intermediate  and  lower  levels,  the 
total  value  of  ore  per  ton  falling  off  in  depth. 

In  certain  instances  pay  ore  in  lodes  was  observed  to  pinch  laterally  and  in 
depth.  On  the  whole,  however,  lode  ores  in  Bingham  have  proved  tolerably 
persistent.  Though  perhaps  less  extensive  and  valuable  than  copper  shoots  in 
limestone  beds,  an  average  ore-bearing  fissure  is  probably  more  constant  and 
thus  more  reliable.  The  incomplete  available  evidence  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  ore  in  strong  northeast-southwest  fissures  of  premineral  date  may  be  depended 
upon  to  extend  for  considerable  distances  horizontally,  and  deeper  than  any  depths 
to  which  it  has  yet  been  followed. 

CONTINUITY   OF   COPPER   ORE    IN    LIMESTONE. 

The  maintenance  of  the  present  output  of  copper  from  Bingham  rests  on  two 
possibilities — on  the  continuance  of  the  known  bodies  of  copper  ore  in  depth  and 
on  the  discovery  of  new  bodies.  Although  the  district  has  been  well  prospected 
there  are  several  favorable  pieces  of  imexplored  ground  in  which  valuable  ore  bodies 
may  be  reasonably  expected.  Notwithstanding  this  possible  additional  source, 
the  nearest  possibility  lies  in  the  continuation  of  the  known  shoots  in  depth. 
At  present,  exploration  remains  shallow;  there  are  no  deep  shafts  in  the  district, 
and  the  possibilities  of  pay  ore  at  any  considerable  depth  remain  unproved. 

The  continuance  in  depth  depends  on  a  number  of  physical  and  chemical 
factors.  Among  the  more  important  physical  factors  which  might  interrupt  ore 
bodies  are  faulting  and  intrusion.  Faulting  in  some  districts  causes  deep  concern. 
In  Bingham — although  it  is  in  a  region  of  such  intense  and  compUcated  faulting 
that  representatives  of  any  of  the  various  systems  of  complex  faulting  deciphered 
may  be  encountered  on  any  shift — the  common  fear  of  faults  should  not  exist, 
for  so  well  have  those  directing  exploration  profited  by  their  long  experience  in 
working  out  intricate  faults  that  it  must  be  an  ususual  structure  which  could  cause 
serious  hindrance  to  mining.  The  interference  by  intrusives,  however,  is  not  always 
susceptible  of  such  systematic  solution,  and  in  soine  instances  may  prove  a  serious 
embarrassment.  Thus  while  normal  dikes  and  sills  may  be  easily  proved,  as  sug- 
gested above  (p.  368),  any  marked  irregularity  in  their  form  or  extent,  or  a  thickened 
sill  or  laccolith,  gives  rise  to  additional  expense  and  imcertainty.  Thus  in  one 
instance  a  dike  which  increased  greatly  in  thickness  as  it  descended  was  the  occasion 
of  no  small  concern  and  much  increased  cost  for  dead  work.  Each  of  these  types 
of  intrusives  is  so  common  in  Bingham  that  their  discovery  should  not  be  unex- 
pected.    Neither,  however,  should  oflFer  serious  diflSculty  if  the  character  of  the 
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occurrence,  the  structure  of  the  sedimentary  rock,  and  the  type  of  the  intrusive  are 
intelligently  studied. 

The  most  serious  physical  obstacle  to  continuance  of  ore  which  may  be  expected 
in  Bingham  is  the  truncation  of  ore  bodies  by  laccolithic  masses.  Thus  in  the 
vicinity  of  Upper  Bingham  an  extensive  area  is  occupied  by  an  exceedingly  irregular 
body  of  porphyry.  In  its  surface  position  this  body  lies  above  the  Jordan 
limestone,  intersects  the  Commercial  limestone,  truncates  massive  quartzite,  and 
underUes  quartzite  and  siliceous  limestones;  it  thus  assumes  on  the  surface  the 
general  form  of  a  laccolith.  Underground  exploration  has  not  revealed  its  under- 
ground form.  If  this  mass  reached  its  present  position  through  a  distant  adit  and 
merely  overUes  the  adjacent  great  ore-bearing  limestones  as  an  irregular  thickened 
sill,  then  no  good  physical  reason  appears  why  the  ore  body  in  the  limestone  should 
not  descend.  On  the  other  hand,  if,  on  further  underground  exploration,  a  large 
body  of  porphyry  shall  be  found  to  descend  steeply  below  the  surface  croppings  to 
a  depth,  it  would  seem  that  the  neck  or  feeder  of  the  laccoUth  had  been  encountered. 
If  this  were  thick,  it  would  prove  a  serious  barrier  to  catching  the  possible  continua- 
tion of  the  limestone  and  its  contained  ore  bodies  on  the  other  side;  if  it  were  thin, 
or  a  fairly  restricted  feeder,  the  barrier  might  be  easily  penetrated.  The  thorough 
understanding  of  this  critical  feature  will  require  the  A^-isest  exploration. 

What  is  known  regarding  chemical  factors  in  ore  deposition  which  will  throw 
light  oil  the  probability  of  ore  bodies  of  this  type  continuing  at  a  depth?  The  general 
conception  of  the  deposition  of  these  ores  and  of  their  subsequent  alteration  by 
WttterH  aiul  the  determining  factors  in  these  processes  have  been  presented  in  the 
iliNCUNHion  of  the  genesis  of  the  ores.  It  remains  now  briefly  to  recall  the  vital 
pointH  bearing  directly  on  their  continuance  in  depth. 

Although  positive,  complete  evidence  was  not  obtainable,  and  no  single  cause 
vM\  bo  fairly  assigned  for  the  origin  of  all  the  copper  ores  in  limestone,  certain 
ihlluen(*eN  appear  clear.  Thus  it  has  been  shown  that  the  original  sulphides  assumed 
their  preHont  position  through  molecular  replacement  of  a  metamorphosed,  partially 
umiinori/.e(l  and  silicified  country,  and  that  they  have  been  changed  by  superficial 
HHorntiiHi  into  carbonates  and  oxides  in  their  upper  portions  and  relatively  enriched 
iM  ihoM'  underlying  portions  by  black  copper  sulphides  with  additional  gold  and 

rho  I  ioh^»Ht  ores  are  first  the  black  sulphides,  and  second  the  chalcopyritic  ores. 
V\mu^4v*U^  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  these  ores  alone  aflFords  the  necessary  grounds 
Um  •«  4«^lvv  \uutualified  statement  as  to  the  continuance  of  values  in  depth.  In 
%*v->^  «»i  ^•tw'  iiujHWisibility  of  possessing  such  complete  knowledge,  the  probable 
►^♦♦VHiM.  t^^s\  \\\^  ivsulting  probabilities  as  to  continuance  of  values — may  be  pre- 
.uuil    ^v^*v^k\^  hirther  development. 
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If  chalcocite  and  tenorite  ores  were  deposited  by  descending  solutions  in 
the  process  of  superficial  alteration,  the  descent  of  these  rich  black  copper  ores  to  any 
considerable  depth  below  water  level  would  be  improbable.  But  the  occurrence 
of  tellurium  in  one  of  the  black  sulphide  samples  in  connection  wdth  abnormally 
high  gold  and  silver,  and  the  recent  discover}'  ot  a  film  of  tetrahedrite  coating 
chalcopyrite  in  intimate  association  with  perfectly  fresh  untarnished  pyrite  crystals, 
raises  the  query  whether  some  of  the  black  sulphides  may  not  have  been  deposited 
during  a  second  period  of  sulphide  deposition  from  ascending  solutions.  If  this 
were  the  case,  rich,  black  sulphides  might  reasonably  be  expected  at  much  greater 
depth.  In  the  absence  of  further  evidence  the  question  must  remain  open.  Though 
the  balance  of  available  evidence  in  this  camp  and  others  tends  to  show  that  while 
some  black  sulphides  may  descend  to  great  depths,  the  large  bodies  of  rich  black 
sulphide  ore  will  probably  give  way  at  no- considerable  depth  to  a  mixed  chalco- 
pyritic  and  pyritic  copper  ore. 

As  to  the  descent  of  values  in  the  chalcopyritic  ores,  the  probabiUties  based 
on  indications  in  other  deeper  camps,  and  on  recent  developments  in  Bingham, 
are  more  definite.  In  general  the  copper  values  in  ore  of  that  character  gradually 
but  constantly  decrease  in  depth.  Aside  from  the  general  mode  of  occurrence, 
local  conditions  often  enter  to  influence  the  rate  of  that  decrease.  In  Bingham  no 
great  depth  has  been  attained,  but  recent  developments  are  favorable.  The  most 
instructive  evidence  secured  on  this  point  related  to  the  Dalton  and  Lark  shoot,  and 
to  the  No.  1  shoot  in  the  Highland  Boy.  In  the  Dalton  and  Lark  it  is  reported  that 
the  value  of  the  ore  ran  very  low  in  the  upper  500  feet,  increased  to  good  pay  values 
thence  to  the  680-foot  level,  then  fell  off,  though  continuing  higher  than  the  average 
value  of  all  ore  above.  A  conservative  and  experienced  expert  has  stated,  on  a 
basis  of  his  own  observations,  assays  of  numerous  samples,  and  known  historj^  of 
the  mines, ' '  that  there  is  probably  within  reasonable  limits  below  the  lowest  working 
as  much  and  as  rich  ore  as  has  been  encountered  in  the  portion  explored. ' '  In  the 
Highland  Boy  mine  development  of  the  No.  1  shoot  in  depth  on  the  750-  and  800-foot 
levels  affords  most  significant  data.  Although  the  ore  has  gradually  changed  from 
rich  peacock  and  some  black  sulphide  ores  on  the  400-  and  500-foot  levels  to  chalco- 
pyritic ore  on  the  600-,  700-,  and  800-foot  levels,  this  change  has  been  so  gradual  and 
the  decrease  in  copper  so  slight  that  the  probability  that  ore  of  commercial  grade 
will  continue  to  considerable  depth  is  good. 

In  short,  although  it  is  likely  that  the  copper  content  in  Bingham  ores  will  con- 
tinue to  fall  off  in  depth,  it  is  probable  that  a  large  tonnage  may  yet  be  opened  before 
the  commercial  limit  is  reached,  and  it  is  possible  that  some  rich,  black,  copper  sul- 
phide, marking  a  secondary  epoch  of  sulphide  deposition,  may  be  encountered  at 
depth. 
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KxnoTTxno^  of  znfc. 

The  probkfin  of  saving  the  zinc  in  the  Bingham  ores  is  important  and  at  the 
Mame  time  exceedingly  difficult.  Bingham  ore  is  complex:  copper,  gold,  and  iron 
are  HUi'jcenKtulW  won  from  one  class,  and  silrer  and  lead  from  another.  In  manv 
orefj,  particTjiarir  those  of  the  latter  tvpe.  zinc  occurs.  At  present  hi^dy  zinciferous 
orem  are  reje^'ted  owing  to  the  smelter  penalty.  Thus  it  happens  that  not  only  are 
fUfUHulemhle  mawies  of  hi^ly  zinciferous  ores  abandoned  either  in  stopes  or  on 
dumfiH,  hut  the  zinc  content  in  .shipments  is  cutting  down  actual  earnings.  In  view 
of  theite  facts  and  rif  the  further  possibility  that  direct  search  would  result  in  open- 
ing in  r^ertain  fissures  considerable  bodies  of  ore  which  would  run  high  in  zinc,  it 
would  Neern  very  desirable  that  further  attention  be  given  this  problem  by  practical 
Htudenis  of  concentration  and  metallurgy. 

In  Bingtiam  zinc  occurs  chiefly  in  the  lode  ores  which  lie  between  monzonite 
walls,  and  considerable  quantities  have  been  observed  in  lodes  bring  between  sedi- 
mentary walls.  It  forms  uneven  layers  roughly  parallel  to  those  of  its  associates, 
and  irregular  bunches  and  stringers  intermixed  with  them.  The  greater  portion  of 
this  mineral  is  of  the  black-jack  type,  usually  massive  cleavable,  and  a  few  crystals 
have  Ufen  found  in  vugs.  The  content  of  zinc  in  Bingham  varies  from  a  trace  to 
45  jHT  cAtuif  with  an  approximate  average  in  the  fissure  ores  of  15  per  cent  (see 
*  *  (.1iars<rU'r  of  ores, "  p.  1 1 5) . 

At  different  times  experiments  in  .separating  these  zinc  values  have  been  con- 
diicU'd.  But  so  far  as  learned  no  thorough  systematic  work,  commensurate  with  the 
imfKirtance  of  the  problem,  has  been  done.  Successful  solution  of  the  problem 
nH{uiri^  the  clean  separation  of  sphalerite  from  galena,  pyrite,  and  chalcopyrite. 
The  specific  gravities  of  these  metals  are  as  follows:  Sphalerite,  3.9  to  4.1:  galena, 
7.4  U)  7.6;  pyrite,  4.95  to  5.1;  chalcopyrite,  4.1  to  4.3.  The  wide  diflFerence  in 
gravity  l>etween  sphalerite  and  galena  thus  readily  allows  a  perfect  separation  of  the 
zinc  from  lead  and  asscxriated  silver  values  by  normal  wet  concentration.  The 
proximity  of  the  specific  gravity  of  pyrite  to  that  of  zinc,  however,  renders  the  sepa- 
rt;ion  of  these  two  by  gravity  methods  impracticable.  For  this  purpose  magnetic 
^p^ration  has  been  successfully  employed  in  several  processes.  The  Wetherill 
>iV'ir«»m.  which  Ls  perhaps  more  extensively  used  than  any  other,  is  in  operation  at 
'i^^r^^mi  points  in  this  country,  in  Germany,  Australia,  and  New  South  Wales." 

•il\rensive  and  thorough  experiments  for  separating  zinc  from  iron  (pjTite)  in 

ttu*  ^^tt^Kllings  were  conducted  at  Park  City  at  the  new  zinc  plant  during  the  fall  and 

x^ttuv«"  '*K  l*MK^.     A  49  to  51  per  cent  product  was  obtained,  and  a  perfected  device 

XV  Uu»ii  MTtici  *»\pipcted  to  raise  the  product  still  higher  had  been  built  and  was  about 

Ih»  uiHtuU^Kl  trhen  the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 


•  s » 


t^nE»v^>  ^V   R..  Production  and  propertien  of  zinc:  Eng.  and  Min.  Jour.,  1902,  p.  276. 
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An  additional  difficulty  encountered  in  Bingham  ores  is  the  separation  of  blende 
from  chalcopyrite.  Fortunately  those  ores  in  which  the  zinc  occurs  in  largest 
amounts — the  fissure  ores — are  those  in  which  chalcopyrite  occurs  in  the  smallest 
amounts.  It  seems  entirely  possible,  however,  judging  from  results  obtained,  that 
by  one  of  several  tested  methods  this  chalcopyrite  may  be  separated.  One  method 
proposed  is  on  a  basis  that  chalcopyrite  is  more  magnetic  than  pyrite  and  less  than 
zinc  blende,  and  it  consists  essentially  of  giving  the  ore  a  slight  roast  to  render  the 
chalcopyrite  more  magnetic  than  the  blende.  The  writer  is  informed  by  those  who 
have  operated  this  process  on  a  small  scale  that  it  has  accomplished  a  successful 
separation  of  zinc  from  chalcopyrite,  and  that  there  is  no  evident  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  successful  on  a  commercial  scale. 

Inasmuch,  then,  as  all  the  metals  present  in  the  Bingham  ores  have  been  success- 
fully separated  from  zinc,  it  would  seem  wise,  before  exploiting  fissure  ores  on  any 
considerable  scale,  to  undertake  adequate  tests  along  lines  suggested  by  these 
processes  with  a  view  to  avoiding  the  penalty  and  increasing  the  total  saving  from 
the  ore  by  separating  and  saving  the  zinc  content. 

EXPLOITATION    OF   AURIFEROUS    GRAVELS. 

In  Bingham  gold  has  been  found  in  stream,  bench,  and  rim  gravels  from  350 
and  400  feet  above  to  150  feet  below  the  present  stream  level.  As  most  of  the  placer 
mining  was  carried  on  in  the  early  days,  however,  and  the  principal  later  workings 
were  inaccessible  at  time  of  visit,  only  general  information  eould  be  obtained. 
So  far  as  may  be  judged  from  obtainable  data  it  appears  that  placer  gold  may 
still  be  found  in  the  high-lying  remnant  adjacent  to  Dixon  Gulch  (Dixon  bar), 
in  the  shallow  creek  deposits  in  Bear  Gulch,  and  in  the  deeply  buried  creek  deposits 
underlying  the  present  stream  in  lower  Bingham  Canyon.  That  portion  of  Dixon 
bar  which  remains  un worked  is  small  and  uncertain.  The  Bear  Gulch  deposits 
offer  hardly  any  greater  inducement,  as  they  are  relatively  restricted,  probably 
in  large  measure  worked  out,  and  lack  sufficient  water.  The  deep  gravels  in  the 
lower  canyon,  however,  are  reported  to  carrj^  well  so  far  as  explored  and  to  yield 
an  abundance  of  water.  The  commonly  accepted  reason  for  abandoning  explora- 
tion of  these  deep  gravels  is  inability  to  handle  the  water.  The  method  said  to 
have  been  tried  was  to  open  a  section  in  the  gravels,  across  the  canyon,  by  extending 
crosscuts  to  either  rim  at  regular  intervals  from  a  shaft,  with  a  view  to  collecting 
in  these  workings  all  seepage  and  underground  water  from  upstream  and  to  pump 
it  thence  to  the  surface.  It  was  hoped  in  this  manner  to  cut  off  a  sufficient  portion 
of  the  underground  flow  to  permit  successful  handling  of  the  pay  gravel  in  the  ground 
under  exploration  downstream  from  the  shaft.  In  view  of  the  size  of  the  flow 
encountered  it  is  hardly  surprising  that  this  attempt  failed.     A  natural,  economical. 
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and  in  all  probabUity  successful  method  of  exploring  and  draining  the  ground 
simultaneously  would  have  been  by  a  long,  bed-rock  drain  and  work  tunnel  from 
below.  This  tunnel  might  be  started  at  such  a  point  doi^iistream  that,  allowing 
for  an  ascent  on  a  suitable  grade  for  drainage,  it  would  strike  bed  rock  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  workable  ground.  Such  a  tunnel  would  serve  as  a  natural  drain  for  all 
ground  entered,  thus  affording  water  and  sluiceway  on  the  spot  for  commercial 
gravel  and  as  a  work  tunnel  for  all  ground  thus  redeemed.  The  natural  fall  of 
the  present  stream  bed  admits  of  such  a  tunnel:  and,  if  it  is  proved  that  the  values 
existing  in  these  deep  gravels  warrant  the  outlay,  the  enterprise  would  seem  to 
be  commercially  justifiable. 


v^ 
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RECENT  DEVEL0PM:EXT8. 

During  the  unusual  but  unavoidable  delay  which  the  publication  of  this  report 
has  suffered,  much  important  development  work  has  been  carried  on  in  mines,  and 
extensive  reduction  plants  have  been  built.  Although  it  has  not  been  practicable 
to  make  a  personal  examination  of  these  later  developments,  which  would  have 
involved  practically  a  resurvey  of  the  district,  it  has  been  possible  to  keep  informed, 
through  personal  communication  and  current  literature,  as  to  their  general  char- 
acter. This  supplementary  information,  though  necessarilj^  fragmentary  and 
not  personally  verified,  affords  a  general  indication  of  the  more  important  under- 
ground and  surface  developments  which  have  taken  place  since  the  close  of  field 
work  in  1900. 

The  period  from  1896  to  1900  was  characterized  by  consolidation  of  large 
tracts  under  individual  companies  and  by  extensive  underground  exploration  of 
several  great  properties.  Thus  the  United  States,  Bingham  Copper  and  Gold, 
and  Boston  Consolidated  were  then  actively  engaged  in  underground  exploration 
for  bodies  of  copper  ore,  the  Highland  Boy  alone  having  then  begun  active  shipping 
of  copper-sulphide  ore.  The  exploration  by  these  companies,  as  well  as  that  by  a 
later  consolidation,  the  Yampa,  proved  successful.  Consequently  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  1900  has  been  characterized  by  preparation  for  extracting 
and  reducing  copper  ore,  and  subsequently  by  regular  shipments.  During  these 
larger  operations  smaller  shippers  have  continued  active  work,  and  a  number  of 
other  groups  have  been  consolidated. 

The  Highland  Boy  (Utah)  has  followed  its  great  No.  1  shoot  downward  more 

than  100  feet  from  the  No.  7  to  No.  1\  and  No.  8  levels,  explored  it  on  those  levels, 

and  developed  a  large  body  of  ore  which,  though  slightly  lower  in  grade  than  that 

on  No.  7  level,  is  safely  within  commercial  limits.     A  new  large  valuable  ore  body 

has  been  discovered  in  the  hanging-wall  limestone  160  feet  above  the  quartzite. 

In  consequence  an  addition  to  the  smelter  was  begun  late  in  1903,  which  is  designed 

to  increase  its  daily  capacity  from  500  to  700  tons.     These  extensions  include  (1) 

an  addition  to  the  main  building  of  87  feet,  making  a  total  length  of  464  feet,  which 

will  shelter  two  new  reverberatory  furnaces  43 i  by  17  feet;  (2)  a  dust  chamber 

379 
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56  by  27  by  18  feet,  and  a  stack  5  feet  5  inches  by  190  feet  for  the  converters  alone; 
(3)  an  addition  to  the  roaster  buUding  126  by  65  feet  to  contain  12  additional 
McDougal  calcining  furnaces;  (4)  a  new  Nordberg  Westinghonse  engine  generator, 
with  capacity  of  250  kilowatts,  and  minor  additions  and  renewals  to  the  present 
plant/'  The  recent  output  from  this  property  has  been  differently  stated  by 
different  writers.  It  is  reported  that  in  1901  the  smelter  treated  467,823  tons  of 
ore,  which  yielded  7,123,197  pounds  copper,  14,787  ounces  gold,  and  137,157  ounces 
silver;  and  in  1902,  167,713  tons,  yielding  10,500,000  pounds  copj>er,  19,078  ounces 
gold,  160,015  ounces  silver.  Another  report  states  that  during  that  period  (1901-2) 
the  company  paid  $1,275,000  in  dividends.  During  1904  this  property,  it  is  affirmed, 
produced  approximately  15,000,000  pounds  of  copper  and  paid  $900,000  in  divi- 
dends. At  date  of  writing  the  smelter  is  treating  700  tons  daily,  and  dividends  are 
paid  regularly. 

The  United  States  Mining  Company  operates  at  Bingham  the  Old  Jordan, 
Galena,  Telegraph,  and  Niagara.  As  a  result  of  development  work  which  was 
conducted  in  these  properties  in  1900  and  1901,  extensive  equipments  for  shipping 
and  reducing  copper-sulphide  ores  have  been  installed.  Ore  is  transported  by 
an  aerial  tramway  system  of  the  Bleichert  pattern  from  the  Old  Jordan  and  Tele- 
graph to  a  central  loading  station  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Gulch,  whence  it  is  taken 
over  the  high  divide  on  the  south  side  of  Bingham  Canyon  to  a  lower  terminal 
near  the  Rio  Grande  station  below  Bingham,  a  distance  of  about  3  miles,  where 
it  is  loaded  into  Rio  Grande  trains. 

The  United  States  smelter,  located  at  Bingham  Junction,  went  into  com- 
mission in  November,  1902.  It  was  originally  built  with  a  capacity  of  1»000  tons 
for  treating  copper  ore,  and  recently  a  plant  of  400  tons  capacity,  for  reducing 
argentiferous  lead  ores,  has  been  added.  This  is  the  largest  private  smelter  in  the 
valley.  It  embraces  sampler,  furnaces,  converter,  clay  mill,  briquetting  machine, 
and  boiler  plant.  The  sampler,  like  the  other  parts  of  this  plant,  is  noteworthy 
for  its  automatic  labor-saving  devices.  Five  of  the  six  furnaces  are  now  running, 
and  an  average  of  about  900  tons  a  day  is  smelted.  The  converter  plant  has  two 
stands.  The  managing  director  of  the  company  is  reported  to  have  stated  at  an 
annual  meeting  of  the  company,  that  ' '  the  United  States  smelter  is  better  equipped 
with  labor-saving  devices  and  machinery  than  any  other  smelter  in  the  West,  with 
the  exception  of  the  new  Anaconda  plant,' '  and  that  he  expects  to  show  during  the 
year  1903-4  *  'costs  lower  for  the  kind  of  ore  smelted  than  at  any  proposition  any- 
where in  the  world.' '^  In  the  spring  of  1904  it  was  decided  to  exploit  the 
argentiferous  lead-bearing  fissures  on  this  property;  and,  accordingly,  bids  have  been 
asked  for  the  installation  at  the  smelter  of  three  additional  furnaces  and  a  complete 

aSorenson.  S.  S.,  Mines  and  Minerals.  bSalt  Lake  Mining  Review,  April  30, 1903. 
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equipment  for  treating  their  lead  ore.  During  the  year  1903  the  United  States 
smelter  is  said  to  have  produced  from  ore  yielded  by  its  Bingham  and  Tin  tic 
properties  8,000,000  pounds  of  copper  bulKon,  and  during  1904  to  have  produced, 
from  its  own  and  custom  ores,  11,000,000  to  12,000,000  pounds  of  copper. 

The  Bingham  Copper  and  Gold  Company  has  not  only  maintained  but  signifi- 
cantly increased  its  output  of  rich  copper-sulphide  ore  from  the  Commercial  mine. 
Development  has  resulted  in  the  disclosure  of  new  copper  ore  bodies  and  a  lead 
body  in  the  upper  western  portion  of  the  property.  The  unwatering  of  the  large 
consoUdated  Brooklyn-Dalton  and  Lark  property,  acquired  by  this  company  in 
1901,  has  been  accomplished  by  a  long  tunnel  cut  in  from  the  east.  The  workings 
thus  drained  have  been  put  in  shape  for  mining,  and  active  underground  explora- 
tion is  reported  to  have  revealed,  among  other  valuable  developments,  a  large 
body  of  minable  copper  ore  in  the  Brooklyn.  Shipments  from  this  portion  of  the 
company's  holdings  were  begun  late  in  1903.  These,  with  the  increased  output 
from  the  Commercial,  have  necessitated  additional  furnaces  and  converter 
stands  at  the  company's  smelter.  In  1902,  250  tons  were  shipped  daily  from 
the  Commercial,  and  an  additional  150  tons  from  various  small  mines  were  treated 
at  the  smelter.  During  that  year  between  8,000,000  and  9,000,000  pounds  of 
copper  bulHon  are  reported  to  have  been  produced  at  the  smelter,  and  during  1904 
approximately  11,500,000  pounds.  Indications  point  to  an  increased  joint  output 
from  the  reopened  Dalton  and  Lark-Brooklyn  and  the  Commercial  mines. 

The  Boston  Consolidated  Company,  after  persistent  and  judicious  search  for 
the  Old  Stewart  ore  bodies  in  depth  has  opened  on  the  Work  and  Peabody  levels  a 
large  shoot  of  rich  copper-sulphide  ore.  In  delimiting  this  body  strong  faults 
were  cut,  and  in  depth  between  the  Peabody  and  Armstrong  levels  unproved 
deformation  was  encountered  which  may  turn  out  to  be  a  flat  fault  or  thrust. 
Extensive  underground  development  is  being  prosecuted  at  lower  levels,  with  a 
view  to  catching  this  shoot  in  depth.  A  bunk  and  boarding  house  and  a  power 
house,  fully  equipped,  have  been  installed.  Late  in  1903  shipments  were  made 
to  the  smelters  of  the  United  States  Company  and  of  the  Bingham  Copper  and 
Gold  Company,  and  a  two  years'  contract  was  made  with  the  Bingham  Copper  and  • 
Grold  Company  on  a  basis  that  the  Boston  Consolidated  Company  should  ship  to 
the  smelter  200  tons  daily.  It  shipped  in  October,  1903,  500  tons;  in  November,  300 
tons;  in  December,  500;  in  January,  1904,  2,700;  and  in  February,  4,000.  Assay 
sheets  for  the  new  ore  body  indicate  that  for  a  Bingham  ore  it  carries  notably 
high  copper  values.  Thus  the  October  shipments  averaged  5.172  per  cent  copper. 
The  disposition  of  the  output  from  this  mine  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
contract  has  been  left  in  abeyance  for  the  time  being. 

The  success  of  these  large  properties  has  stimulated  further  consoUdation  and 
development.     Some  of  the  newer  coninRr>ies  have  already  entered  the  shipping 


882  azotoGr'i  ow  bi^gbax  JcnrryG  distbict-  ctabl 

claH8,  and  further  additions  will  be  made  upon  the  completion  of  reduction  works. 
ThiiH,  the  Yampa  Consolidated  Company  has  secured  the  Tampa  and  seven  adjoin- 
ing claims  on  the  north  slope  of  Carr  Pork,  coverinij  the  Yampa  limestone  north 
of  and  overlying  the  Highland  Boy  limestone.  A  pi)wer  plant  was  orected  in 
Carr  Fork  at  the  point  where  the  canyon  intersects  this  limestone,  and  thence  a 
long  tunnel  has  been  driven  westward  along  the  strike  of  the  ore-bearing  limestone. 
The  total  development  work  on  this  property  on  April  I,  I90.^.  is  stated  to  have 
amounted  to  5,910  feet,  of  which  over  5.000  feet  has  been  driven  by  the  present 
company  since  it  acquired  the  property  in  April,  1901.  The  outcome  of  this  explora- 
tion is  the  discovery  of  ore  bodies  which  are  reported  to  be  large  in  size  and  good  in 
grade.  It  has  been  stated  that  in  March,  1003.  this  company  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  supply  the  Bingham  smelter  with  2,500  tons  of  ore  a  month  for  a  period  of 
two  years.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  smelter  was  started  by  this  company 
in  the  main  Canyon,  below  Bingham,  which  was  completed  on  the  original  plans 
in  December,  1903.  It  has  one  furnace  42  by  14.  with  an  initial  capacity  of  250 
tons  daily,  with  power,  dust  flues,  bins,  and  stack  for  double  that  capacity.  It  is 
reported  that  the  original  design  to  employ  hearth  roasting  has  been  abandoned 
and  that  the  plant  has  been  largely  rebuilt,  with  a  daily  capacity  ai  600  tcHis.  The 
smokestack  rises  287  feet  above  the  tuyeres,  and  is  thus  the  hi^ieat  stack  in  Utah. 
This  smelter  will  produce  copper  matte  and  ship  it  for  refinemoit  to  some  valley 
plant. 

Exploration  in  the  smaller  mines  has  been  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of 
several  valuable  ore  bodies.  In  the  Kempton  mine  a  large  body  of  hi^-grade 
argentiferous  lead  ore  with  accessory  copper  has  been  found.  The  Columbia 
mine  apparently  maintained  its  regular  output,  as  its  shipments  for  1902  are  given 
as  175^000  pounds  of  copper,  and  a  number  of  shipments  have  been  made  sub- 
sequently. In  1903  the  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  eastern  capitalists, 
as  the  Ohio  Copper  Company,  and  is  being  extensively  opened.  A  nei^boring  mill 
has  been  reequipped  and  is  treating  120  tons  of  second-class  ore  a  day,  and  the  Bing- 
ham smelter  is  receiving  the  first-class  ore.  The  Erie  mine  also  has  been  recently 
,  acquired  by  the  operators  of  the  Columbia.  Early  in  1901  a  body  of  rich  argen- 
tiferous galena  was  struck  in  the  Ben  Butler,  and  regular  shipments  followed.  Late 
in  1903  litigation  between  the  Ben  Butler  and  the  Liberal,  over  the  ownership  of 
an  ore  body,  resulted  in  the  consolidation  of  these  proj>erties  as  the  Butler-Liberal. 
It  is  understood  that  since  then  profitable  operations  have  been  resumed. 

In  the  Silver  Shield  mining  was  interrupted  early  in  1902  by  an  uncontrolla- 
ble flow  of  water.  Subsequently  the  property  was  consolidated  with  the  Bully 
Boy,  and  a  determined  eflFort  to  drain  the  property  was  made  by  extending  the 
Franklin  tunnel  under  the  Niagara  to  the  Silver  Shield  fissiu^.    Although  nothing 
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definite  has  been  given  out,  it  is  understood  that  ore  has  been  found  at  Franklin 
tunnel  level  in  Silver  Shield  ground  near  its  limits. 

The  Nast,  during  1901  and  1902,  produced  $20,000  of  ore,  and  the  owners 
have  equipped  the  property  for  more  extended  and  deeper  development.  In 
October,  1902,  the  Zelnora,  Morning  Star,  and  Frisco  were  consolidated  as  the 
New  Haven  Copper  and  Gold  Company.  The  Frisco  tunnel  was  selected  as  suit- 
ably located  for  a  work  tunnel  for  the  entire  property,  and  has  been  extended 
toward  Zelnora  groimd.  Properties  including  the  Highland  Boy  Consolidated 
(located  north  of  the  Highland  Boy  and  Yampa  on  overlying  calcareous  members) 
and  the  Red  Wing  extension  have  been  consolidated  as  the  Utah- Apex.  This 
ground  is  also  being  opened  by  a  long  crosscut  tunnel,  and  recent  work  is  reported 
to  have  disclosed  ore  which  yielded  good  assays.  The  Winamuck  and  Tiewaukee 
were  leased  jointly  in  1901,  and  are  reported  to  have  yielded  several  shipments. 
The  Butterfield  was  engaged  in  1901  in  milling  experiments.  Subsequently  the 
property  passed  into  new  hands.  The  old  Fortune  mine  has  been  reopened  as  the 
Fortuna  and  is  now  being  further  developed.  At  the  St.  Joe,  Copper  Boy,  and 
Great  Divide  development  work  is  being  conducted. 

An  experiment  which  may  exert  much  influence  upon  the  future  of  this  dis- 
trict is  the  mining  and  concentration  on  a  large  scale  of  the  mineralized  monzonite 
at  Upper  Bingham.  Low  values  in  gold  and  copper  are  here  disseminated  through 
a  great  laccolithic  stock.  The  Utah  Copper  Company  has  secured  an  extensive  acre- 
age (including  the  Wall  group)  in  that  vicinity,  and  has  erected  a  concentration  mill 
of  500  tons  daily  capacity  in  main  Bingham  Canyon  about  7,000  feet  below  the 
Rio  Grande  station  near  the  site  of  the  No.  1  shaft  of  the  West  Mountain  Placer 
Company.  This  mill  is  equipped  with  3  Corliss  engines  of  125, 150,  and  350  horse- 
power; 2  crushers  (Gates  Nos.  6  and  4);  2  rolls  (Gates,  26  by  12  and  36  by  16); 
6  Chilian  mills;  32  Wilfley  and  2  Overstrom  tables;  2  slime  tables  (Wilfley);  18 
frue  vanners;  6  hydraulic  classifier  and  slime-settling  tanks.  Water  is  procured  by 
pumping  from  the  West  Mountain  shaft,  and  ownership  of  water  of  Mound  springs, 
near  Garfield  Beach,  about  12  miles  distant,  has  been  secured.  The  plant  designed 
for  500  tons  daily  is  reported  to  be  treating  550  tons  daily.  Concentration  is  said 
to  be  about  20  into  1  by  the  usual  wet  methods.  As  a  result  of  this  experiment 
it  is  stated  that  the  erection  of  a  permanent  mill,  of  3,000  tons  daily  capacity,  is 
contemplated.  The  holdings  of  other  companies,  notably  the  Boston  Consolidated, 
embrace  large  bodies  of  this  mineralized  monzonite,  and  the  work  of  the  Utah 
Copper  Company  may  inaugurate  an  important  new  phase  of  copper  mining  in 
Bingham. 

Another  enterprise  of  wide  import  to  Bingham  lead  producers  is  the  erection 
in  1901  of  a  modem  extensive  plant  for  smelting  lead  ores  at  Murray  by  the  Amer- 
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ican  Smelting  and  Refining  Company.  The  dismantlement  of  the  old  Mingo 
smelter  and  the  demolition  of  the  old  Hanauer,  and  the  erection  of  the  Highland 
Boy,  Bingham,  United  States,  Yampa,  and  American  Smelting  and  Refining 
smelters  marks  significant  progress  in  smelting  in  Utah.  The  elimination  of  the 
old  plants  and  the  increased  output  of  lead-silver  ore  required  greater  capacity 
than  that  afforded  by  the  old  Germania  lead  smelter.  The  new  1,000-ton  plant 
was  accordingly  erected,  and  was  blown  in  early  in  the  summer  of  1902.  The 
plant  comprises  three  divisions,  the  crushing  and  roasting  department,  the  smelt- 
ing department,  and  the  power  department.  The  roasting  department  includes 
a  crushing  mill  and  two  furnace  houses,  one  for  Bruckner  furnaces,  the  other  for 
reverberatories.  The  smelting  department  comprises  a  steel  furnace  house  inclos- 
ing 8  blast  furnaces  48  by  160  inches  at  the  tuyeres.  The  dust  flue  connects 
with  large  main  flues,  and  leads  to  a  circular  brick  chimney  20  by  225  feet.  The 
power  department  comprises  8  fire-box  boilers  with  automatic  stokers,  2  cross 
compound  Allis-Chalmers  (Dixon)  blowing  engines,  2  direct  connected  electricity 
generators,  and  machine  shop.  In  addition  to  these  departments  are  sampling 
and  flue  dust  briquetting  mills.  The  equipment  throughout  has  been  designed 
to  economize  labor,  heat,  and  distance.  In  1902  this  plant,  with  the  Germania, 
was  producing  1,400  tons  daily.*' 

The  problem  of  transportation  at  Bingham,  to  handle  the  rapidly  increasing 
output,  has  been  met  by  utilizing  several  means.  The  adoption  of  the  aerial  tram- 
way (Bleichert)  by  the  United  States  Company  makies,  with  that  of  the  Highland 
Boy  (Finlayson),  the  second  in  camp.  The  old  narrow-gage  mule  and  gravity  tram- 
way to  the  head  of  main  Bingham  Canyon  has  been  resurveyed  for  wider  gage  and 
steam  power,  and  extended  up  Carr  Fork.  It  handles  the  output  from  the  Commer- 
cial, Boston  Consolidated,  Yampa,  and  several  other  properties.  Teaming  is  neces- 
sarily continued  from  outlying  properties.  The  Rio  Grande  standard  gage  carries 
the  output  from  lower  Bingham  to  the  smelters. 

In  brief  the  history  of  the  camp  from  1901  to  1903,  inclusive,  is  a  narrative  of 
successful  growth  in  the  mining  and  reduction  of  low-grade  copper-sulphide  ores. 
The  old  bodies  have  lasted  well,  valuable  new  ones  have  been  opened,  and  search  is 
being  made  for  additional  ore  bodies.  Although  interest  in  lead  mining  has  tem- 
porarily abated,  present  indications  point  to  early  renewal  of  activity  in  the  exploita- 
tion of  the  fissure  ores.  In  1900  the  mines  of  this  district  produced  only  a  Uttle 
hiore  than  100,000  tons  of  ore;  in  1904  they  are  reported  to  have  produced  nearly 
1,000,000  tons  of  copper  ore  alone.  During  this  period  Bingham  has  .thus  become 
the  leading  copper-producing  camp  in  Utah,  and,  by  the  silver  and  gold  content 
saved  from  this  increased  copper  output,  has  contributed  significantly  toward  the 

a  This  general  statement  is  taken  from  Mineral  Industry  for  1901,  pp.  4a5,406;  and  for  1902,  pp.  411,412. 
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recent  striking  advance  of  Utah  in  the  production  of  the  precious  metals.  The 
actual  growth  of  the  industry  is  best  shown  by  the  output  during  the  years  for 
which  figures  are  available. 

Output  from  Salt  Lake  County,  Utah,  1900-1903.  <* 


1900 12,226 

1901 27,911  ' 

1902 34,923 

1903 Increased.  I 


Gold  (fine 
ounces). 


Silver  (fine 
ounces). 

Copper (fine 
pounds). 

238,267 

6, 196, 660 

706,944 

14,422.361 

1,048,828 

14,907,806 

Increased. 

Increased. 

Lead  (fine 
pounds). 


Value. 


5, 270, 495 
2, 754, 779 
3, 257, 179 


$3, 934, 856 
3, 943, 702 


"This  table  is  taken  from  fieures  by  B.  H.  Tatem  in  the  annual  mint  report  on  the  Production  of  Precious  Metals  in  the 
United  States.    The  product  of  Salt  Lake  County  during  those  periods  was  almost  entirely  made  up  of  Bingham  shipments. 

This  table  shows  a  steady  increase  during  recent  years  in  the  output  of  gold, 
silver,  and  copper,  in  the  total  value  of  output,  and  in  lead  for  1901-2.  So  far  as 
known  the  increase  during  1903  was  much  greater,  and  indications  at  Bingham  are 
favorable  for  a  still  greater  increase  in  1904.  The  present  reserves  at  Bingham  will, 
if  the  market  is  favorable,  insure  her  success  ih  the  mining  industry,  in  the  immediate 
future.  The  continuation  of  this  output  when  these  reserves  have  become  depleted 
will  depend  upon  (1)  the  persistence  of  these  bodies  in  depth  and  (2)  the  discover}^  of 
new  ore  bodies.  Developments  in  the  Highland  Boy,  Yampa,  Telegraph,  BrookljTi, 
Dalton  and  Lark,  Fortune,  and  Winamuck,  though  in  no  case  yet  extending  deep 
below  the  water  level,  afford  the  best  evidence  available  on  persistence  in  depth. 
In  certain  instances  ore  shoots  have  clearly  pinched  out  in  depth;  in  others  the  size 
has  sUghtly  increased  but  the  grade  has  decreased;  in  others  shoots  have  maintained 
about  the  same  size,  but  gradually  and  slightly  fallen  off  in  value.  In  general,  the 
imperfect  evidence  at  hand  tends  to  indicate  a  constant  gradual  decrease  in  value 
in  depth,  but  a  decrease  which  is  so  sUght  that  ininable  ore  will  be  found  at  greater 
depths  than  any  yet  attained. 

As  regards  extension  of  the  productive  area,  known  occurrences  make  it  seem 
probable  that  ore  will  not  be  found  much  outside  the  region  occupied  by  intrusives. 
Within  this  area,  however,  although  the  camp  has  been  rather  thoroughly  prospected, 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  wisely  directed  work  will  reveal  (1)  new  shoots  of 
minable  copper  ore  in  certain  stretches  of  the  great  limestones  which  remain 
unexplored;  (2)  pay  lodes  of  the  Silver  Shield  type  in  fissures  in  quartzite  and 
porphyry;  (3)  argentiferous  lead  bodies  of  the  Montezuma-Ben  Butler-Erie  type 
in  fractured  or  fissured  zones  in  or  adjacent  to  calcareous,  carbonaceous  shales;  and' 
(4)  profitable  means  of  saving  the  values  in  the  mineralized  monzonite  and  in  the 
zinc-lead  ores. 
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APPENDIX. 

PAIjEONTOIiOGT. 

By  George  H.  Girty. 

The  following  lists  represent  the  species  of  Carboniferous  fossils  collected  in  the 
Bingham  mining  district,  Utah.  While  certain  lots  possess  a  more  or  less  individual 
facies,  which  may  be  due  to  differences  in  geologic  horizon,  all  belong,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  a  single  unitary  faima.  Although  this  fauna  is  possibly  susceptible  of 
minor  subdivisions,  no  gaps  or  abrupt  changes  are  indicated. 

This  fauna  is  without  much  question  Pennsylvanian  (^  *  Upper  Carboniferous ' ') 
in  age.  It  is  entirely  unUke  and  it  undoubtedly  overhes  the  recognized  Mississip- 
pian  (^ '  Lower  Carboniferous '  0  faimas  of  this  region,  and  it  is  allied  to  the  Penn- 
sylvanian of  western  America  and  Eurasia.  An  exception  might  be  made  in  the 
case  of  the  collection  from  Butterfield  Canyon,  which  contains  the  Fenestelloid 
genus  Archimedes  in  profusion  and  high  differentiation.  The  development  of  Arch- 
imedes is  one  of  the  characteristic  features  of  the  upper  Mississippian  of  eastern 
United  States,  and  the  genus  is  in  that  area  not  known  to  range  into  the  Pennsylva- 
nian. On  the  canons  there  estabhshed  one  would  at  first  be  prompted  to  refer  at 
least  the  Butterfield  fauna  to  the  Mississippian.  Aside  from  Archimedes,  and  per- 
haps a  few  other  bryozoa,  the  Butterfield  fauna  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  other 
Carboniferous  faunas  from  the  Bingham  district.  Though  they  are  more  closely 
allied  to  the  Pennsylvanian  than  to  the  Mississippian  faunas  of  the  Mississippi  Val- 
ley, these  from  Bingham  have  really  but  httle  to  do  with  either,  and  belong  to  a 
series  of  faunas  that  are  widely  distributed  in  western  America  and  that  have  a  dis- 
tinctly Asiatic  facies.  These  western  faunas  are  also  closely  related  to  the  * '  Upper 
Carboniferous '  ^  faunas  of  Russia,  as  shown  in  a  recent  work  by  Tschernyschew  on 
the  '  ^  Upper  Carboniferous ' '  brachiopods  of  the  Urals  and  Timan,^  of  which  one 
of  the  features  surprising  to  American  paleontologists  is  his  record  of  the  occur- 
rence of  Archimedes  at  that  horizon.  He  even  cites  several  species  of  the  Genevieve 
division  of  the  Mississippian.  The  genus  Archimedes,  however,  is  not  entirely 
imknown  in  Pennsylvanian  rocks  in  western  United  States,  since  White*  cites  it 
from  the  eastemTJinta  Mountains  at  a  horizon  more  or  less  equivalent  to  its  occur- 
rence near  Bingham. 

nComitd  O^ol.,  Mem.,  vol.  16,  No.  2,  1902,  p.  436  et  seq. 

bU.  S.  Geol.  Oeog.  Surv.  Terr.,  Geol.  Uinta  Mts.,  1876,  pp.  80,  89. 
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The  position  of  the  Bingham  fauna  in  the  Wasatch  Mountains  section  can  not 
be  satisfactorily  determined,  because  the  faunas  from  several  Carboniferous  forma- 
tions in  the  Wasatch  are  imperfectly  known.  It  is  clearly  not  the  fauna  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  Wasatch  limestone,  which  is  Mississippian,  nor  of  the  '*  Permo-Carbonifer- 
ous''  series  of  the  Fortieth  Parallel  Surve}-,  but  so  far  as  the  intermediate  faunas 
are  known  to  me  it  is  most  nearly  allied  to  the  Weber  quartzite,  and  I  have  but 
Uttle  doubt  that  the  Bingham  beds  represent  that  formation.  The  fauna  of  this 
district  possesses  some  rather  striking  lines  of  affinity  with  that  of  the  Hueco  forma- 
tion of  New  Mexico  and  western  Texas,  and  also  appears,  to  be  allied  to  the  faima 
of  the  Aubrey  formation  of  northern  Arizona  and  southern  Utah.  I  have  been 
tentatively  correlating  the  three  formations  just  mentioned  (Hueco,  Aubrey,  and 
Weber),  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  but  a  final  opinion  as  to  the  paleontologic 
evidence  must  rest  upon  more  careful  and  complete  faunal  comparisons  than  it  has 
yet  been  possible  to  make. 

Several  of  the  species  in  the  Bingham  collections,  such  as  Productus  ivesi,  P.  sub- 
Jwrridus,  etc.,  are  already  in  the  literature,  having  been  described  from  these  western 
areas  but  not  identified  in  the  East.  Many,  however,  are  new,  and  consequently  the 
lists  which  it  is  at  present  possible  to  give  are  intended  to  represent  the  general 
aspect  rather  than  the  exact  content  of  the  fauna. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  arrange  the  lists  stratigraphically,  and  a  few  com- 
ments seem  to  be  demanded  in  explanation,  since  the  horizons  of  some  of  the  lots, 
chiefly  those  collected  beyonH  the  limits  of  the  map,  are  not  so  exactly  known 
as  of  others.  Perhaps  the  highest  horizon  of  all  is  that  represented  by  station 
2573.  Then  follows  a  series  of  collections  made  along  the  ridge  running  northeast  and 
north  from  Clipper  Peak,  which  apparently  present  a  natural  succession.  These 
are  numbered  2572E,  2572D,  2572C,  2572B,  and  2572A,  the  highest  (2572E)  being, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  determined,  about  on  the  horizon  of  2573,  or  perhaps  a  Uttle  lower. 
In  this  series,  however,  several  intercalations  should  be  made.  Station  2561  is  the 
same  point  as  2572E.  Stations  2560  and  2562,  representing  approximately  the 
same  horizon,  apparently  belong  in  the  interval  between  2572E  and  2572D.  Station 
2559  \s  intermediate  between  2572D  and  2572C.  Station  2558  is  perhaps  the  same 
point  as  station  2572C,  though  it  may  be  2572B. 

Of  the  limestone  members  which  have  been  named  and  represented  by  distinct 
colors  upon  the  map,  our  collections  contain  nothing  from  the  Phoenix,  Petro,  and 
Yampa  limestones,  but  it  seems  not  improbable,  from  the  strike  of  ^he  rocks,  though 
they  can  not  be  traced  through,  that  the  limestones  from  which  collections  were 
made  at  stations  2572A,  2572B,  2558,  and  2572C  may  represent  the  horizons  of  the 
Phoenix  and  Petro  lentils,  while  it  is  even  possible  that  station  2572A  may  lie  in  the 
Yampa  limestone  lentil.  At  all  events,  station  2572  \s  probably  close  to  the  horizon 
of  the  Highland  Boy.     The  stratigraphic  position  of  station  2567  is  just  over  the 
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Commercial  limestone  member,  while  the  large  faima  collected  at  station  2555  is 
from  the  Commercial  itself. 

From  the  Jordan  limestone  rather  numerous  collections  have  been  made, 
namely,  those  found  at  stations  2576,  2555A,  2564,  2569,  2556,  2556A,  and  2556C, 
some  of  these  localities  being  cited  from  the  Jordan  with  more  certainty  than  others. 

Our  collections  contain  no  material  which  can  with  confidence  be  assigned  to  the 
Lenox  Umestbne,  but  it  is  possible  that  lots  2574,  2574A,  and  2574B  represent  this 
horizon.  These  collections,  and  also  that  obtained  at  station  2575,  are  at  least  not 
far  below. 

To  a  position  between  this  horizon  and  that  of  the  Butterfield  limestone  several 
lots  have  tentatively  been  referred.  Stations  2570  and  2563,  which  apparently  are 
almost  identical,  belong  to  this  category,  and  also  station  2566.  The  interesting  and 
well-marked  faima  from  station  2556B,  together  with  that  from  2557,  which  was  made 
at  essentially  the  same  locaUty  and  horizon,  were  obtained  from  a  calcareous  sand- 
stone in  the  Bingham  quartzite  just  above  the  Butterfield  limestone.  About  the 
same  horizon  is  to  be  found  at  station  2565,  though  it  may  be  somewhat  higher. 
Station  2571  represents  the  horizon  of  the  Butterfield  limestone,  or  perhaps  a  some- 
what lower  one,  while  station  2568  is  probably  the  lowest  of  all. 

It  is  perhaps  owing  to  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  succession  of  faunas,  for 
many  of  the  lots  contained  but  few  species,  that  there  seems  to  be,  as  previously 
remarked,  no  pronounced  changes  in  the  Bingham  faunal  series.  It  is  true,  how- 
ever, that  certain  horizons  possess  a  rather  well-marked  facies,  of  which  no  better 
example  can  be  cited  than  that  represented  by  station  2556B,  with  its  ArcMmedes 
and  other  bryozoa.  Even  in  this  case,  however,  a  number  of  forms  are  common  to 
other  widely  different  levels.  It  will  probably  be  possible  to  employ  peculiarities 
such  as  this  fauna  presents  for  distinguishing  horizons  in  the  Bingham  quartzite,  but 
the  accumulation  of  facts  is  as  yet  too  small  to  determine  what  division  is  practicable. 
It  is  evident  that  Carboniferous  faimas  of  the  Mississippian  type,  and  especially 
the  Waverly  fauna,  which  occurs  in  the  immediate  region  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Wasatch  limestone,  are  not  indicated  in  the  Bingham  mining  district. 

FOSSILS   OF   THE   BINGHAM    MINING  DISTRICT. 

Station  2573. 

No.  89.    Mouth  of  tunnel  on  upper  trail,  900  feet  S.  45°  W.  from  Star  mill,  Pine  Canyon. 
Fusulina  aff :  F.  cylindrica  Fischer.  Chonetes  aflF.  C.  flemingi  Norwood  and  Pratten. 

Campophyllum  sp. 

Station  2572E. 

Limestone  on  southern  summit  of  knob  on  main  divide,  1  mile  southeast  of  Markham  Peak. 


Batospongia  aff.  B.  spicata  Ulrich. 

Hystriospongia  sp. 

Batostomella  aff.  B.  abrupta  Ulrich. 


Rhombopora  aff.  R.  lepidodendroides  Meek. 

Orthotetes  9  sp. 

Productus  subhorridus  Meek. 
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So  Si,  1^3 miles  X.  27^  E.  of  Oipper Peak. 
Prwiortiia  ftff.  P,  porrectus  Kut. 


Station  2561. 

Productus  sp. 
Station-  2560. 


\o.  75.     1,100  feet  S.  40°  W.  from  U  and  I  mine, 
^ftminnk  ^nh^ilita  Hall  ?  Avicula  acosta  Cox  ? 

Station  2562. 

Jiff.  75.     Dump  2/100  feet  S.  20°  W.  from  U  and  I  mine. 
ZaphrMit#>ui  rr/ral.  Mvalina  sp. 

Station  2572D. 

Lim^nt/yne  rm  main  ridge  between  beads  of  Baltimore  and  Cottonwood  pilcbes. 
Fiwrilr&a  aff.  F.  rrlindrica  Fiscli.  Productus  cora  D*Orbigny. 


Station  2550. 


S\Uf-'Uifii\tf*  mile  .N.  ?Z^  E.  of  Clipper  Peak 
f'tiiMtltna  a/f  F  rylindnra  FiMrb. 


Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 


Station  2572C. 


^»*«f.  \0'\inw  «(jrnmit  f*f  flipper  Peak,  on  nortbem  slope. 


^•imiti/**  »ff  F  '-ybn/lrirra  Fi>»rb. 

ffafy^yyrri^iU  »/f   B,  a^^nipta  l.'lrirb. 
H\i,*^t,\^^^ffH.  *(f.  K.  Urpidodendroides  Meek. 


S*t  TA      Sifriffiit  of  flipper  Peak. 
^fUKttUhm.  »lf    F  ''vlindrira  Finrb. 
i*fiMhu  t<ia  «9(ibhorrirlii.«t  NWk. 
I*§t0^iytn9  Q^rfiir#rrir:uUtu.s  Martini 


Marginifera  ?  sp. 
Pnxluctus  cora  D'Orbigny. 
Productus  aff.  P.  porrectus  Kut. 
Streblopteria  aff.  S.  berzeri  Meek. 


Station  2558. 


I  Squamularia  aff.  S.  perplexa  McCbesney. 
.  Euompbalus  ?sp. 


Station  2572B. 


>ii0tii\n'tutit'n\  spur  of  Clipper  Peak.     Limestone,  first  bencb  below  and  500  feet  southeast  of  summit. 
i  miu\0r\At\\\nin  nil.  C.  torquium  O^'en.  Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 

Kfi\n§^ttu\ixri,i  hp. 

Station  2572^V. 

>itHil\u^tit>i**TM  -tpur  ofClipper  Peak.     Eigbt  bundred  feet  southeast  of  second  l)encb  from  summit. 
F(4^ibiia  aff.  F.  rylindrira  Fisch.  Zapbrentis  ?  sp. 

Station  2572 

S^Tf  ion  along  divide,  Inmndary  between  Salt  Lake  and  Tooele  counties.     Soutbem  spur  of  Clipper  Peak, 
\m\Hirtt  jiinetjtone,  tbird  lK*ncb  from  top. 

|iAl/#^lolfl^lltt  11-  i>p.  Cleiotbvris  orbicularis  McChesne}'? 

i'UtHu:ii'M  alf.  C.  venieuiliana  XonvtKKl  and  Pratten. 

Station  2567. 

No.  (16.     Dump  1 ,000  feet  S.  45°  E.  of  Midland  upper  tunnel. 
l>/|^iopbylluin  aff.  L.  profundum  £.  and  H.  Seminula  subtilita  Hall? 

f 'aiii|#«/pbylluin  sp.  .  Avicula  acosta  Cox. 

Ar(;ha»K:idarib  trudifcr  White. 
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Station  2555. 


One-eighth  mile  west  of  Dal  ton  and  Lark  mine, 
Chiefly  from  upper  portion  of  limestone. 
Sponge. 
Zaphrentis  sp. 
Fenesteila  2  spp. 
Polypora  2  spp. 
Pinnatopora  2  spp. 
BatostomeUa  n.  sp. 
Leioclema  aff.  L.  araneum  Ulrich. 
Orthotetes  aff.  O.  cvmbula  Hall  &  Clarke. 
Chonetes  aff.  C.  flemingi  Norwood  and  Pratten. 
Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 
Productus  subhorridus  Meek. 


Salt  Lake  County,  Utah.    Side  of  hill  and  along  road. 

Productus  cf.  P.  horridus  Sowerby. 
Productus  ivesi  Newberr\'? 
Productus  aff.  P.  porrectus  Kut. 
Productus  sp. 

Squaniularia  aff.  S.  perplexa  McChesney. 
Spiriferina  campestris  White? 
Hustedia  mormoni  Marcou. 
Conocardium  sp. 
Omplialotrochus  sp. 
Phillipsia  sp. 


Station  2576. 

Seven-eighths  mile  E.  by  N.  of  Telegraph  mine,  on  back  of  a  long  spur.     Upper  portion  of  upper  limestone. 

Zaphrentis  ?  sp.  Meekella  sp. 

Syringopora  aff.  S.  multattenuata  McChesney.  Chonetes  aff.  C.  flemingi  Non^'ood  and  Pratten. 

Archipocidaris  aff.  A.  cratis  WTiite.  Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 

Fenesteila  sp.  Cleiothyris  orbicularis  McChesne}'? 

Rhombopora  aff.  R.  lepidodendroides  Meek.  Spiriferina  ?  sp. 
Orthotetes  ?  sp. 

Station  2555A. 

One-half  mile  south  of  Dalton  and  Lark  mine.  Salt  Lake  County,  Utah.    Crest  of  ridge.    Upper  part  of 
Jordan  11  most  one. 


Sponge. 

Syringopora  aff.  S.  multattenuata  McChesney 

Campophyllum  i  sp. 

Stenopora  sp. 

BatostomeUa  n.  sp. 

Chonetes  ?  sp. 

Productus  semireticulatus  Martin. 

Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 


Productus  subhorridus  Meek. 

Productus  aff.  P.  porrectus  Kut. 

Productus  sp. 

Orthonema  ?  sp. 

Bellerophon  aff.  B.  crassus  Meek  and  Worthen. 

Conocardium  sp. 

Phillipsia  sp. 


Station  2564. 


No.  83.    Spur  S.  45°  E.  from  West  Mountain  Peak,  500  feet  below  road. 
Crinoid  fragment.  | 

Station  2569. 

No.  84.    On  spur  extending  45°  E.  from  West  Mountain  Peak,  1,100  feet  east  of  road. 
Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 

Station  2556. 

Spur  running  southeast  from  West  Mountain  (on  southern  edge  of  sheet)  a  few  hundred  feet  below  read. 
About  middle  part  of  lower  member  of  double  limestone. 
Fenesteila  aff.  F.  tenax  Ulrich. 
Productus  cora  D^Orbigny. 


Productus  aff.  P.  porrectus  Kut. 


Station  2556A. 

Same  as  2556,  except  that  these  specimens  may  not  have  come  from  middle  portion  altogether. 
Polypora  I  sp.  Productus  semireticularus  Martin? 

Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 
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Station  2556C. 

Spur  running  southeast  from  West  Mountain  (on  southern  edge  of  sheet)  a  few  hundred  feet  below  level  of 
road.     Below  middle  part  of  lower  member  of  double  limestone. 


Fenestella  sp. 
Polypora  sp. 
Drymotrypa?  n.  sp. 


Rhombopora  aff.  R.  lepidodendroides  Meek. 
Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 


Station  2574. 


Crest  of  long  spur  seven-eighths  mile  southeast  of  Telegraph  mine.    Lower  portion  of  lower  limestone. 
Crinoidal  fragment.  Rhombopora  aff.  R.  lepidodendroides  Meek. 

Fistulipora  aff.  F.  carbonaria  Ulrich.  Bellerophon  sp. 


Station  2574A. 


Same  as  2574. 
Fusulina  aff.  F.  cylindrica  Fischer. 


^FATiON  2574B. 


Same  as  2574,  but  on  north  flank,  instead  of  on  crest  of  spur. 
Chfletetes  milleporaceus  E.  &.  H.  ! 

Station  2575. 

On  south  slope  of  spur  south  of  Lenox  and  Daylight-Extension  mine.    One  mile  S.  50°  E.  of  Telegraph 
mine.    Lower  limestone  forming  knob  below  main  ctiff  of  gray  limestone. 


Fusulina  aff.  F.  cylindrica  Fisch. 
Chaetetes  milleporaceus  E.  &  H. 


lingulidiscina  sp. 


Station  2570. 


No.  62.     One-half  mile  south  of  Badger  mine. 
Syringopora  aff.  S.  multattenuata  McChesney. 


Station  2563. 

No.  64.    One-half  mile  soutli  of  Badger  mine. 
Khomlwpora  aff.  R.  lepidodendroides  Meek. 

Station-  2.56o. 

No.  7A.    Top  of  Butterfield  Peak,  southwest  of  head  of  Butterfield  Canyon,  head  of  northwest  divide 


Piiirmtoporti  aff.  P.  nerideis  White. 
Slrn<)|M>ra  np. 


Seminula  subtilita  Hall  ? 

Squamularia  aff.  S.  perplexa  McChesney. 


Station  2565. 


No,  70.     .lust  off  map.     2,700  feet  S.  25°  E.  from  St.  James  mine. 
I  AMipnpliyllutiiNp.  I  Batostomella  n.  sp. 

Station  2557. 

i  h\  qpiir  M,(M)0  f(H»t  S.  15°  E.  from  St.  James  mine. 
l^i^iiivshOln  ttir.  V.  t4»nax  Ulrich.  Rhombopora  aff.  R.  lepidodendroides  Meek. 

r<ilt|*«<ia  <i|i  Productus  ivesi  Newberry^ 


Spirifcrina  campestris  White  i 
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Station  2556B. 
Long  spur  runniDg  nearly  due  southeast  from  West  Mountain — southern  margin  of  sheet.    Near  extremity 


of  spur,  at  about  contour  7200. 

Sponge. 

Polypora  2  spp. 

Fenestella  aff.  F.  tenaz  Ulrich. 

Fenestella  2  n.  spp. 

Fenestella  sp. 

Pinnatopora  3  n.  spp. 

Pinnatopora  aff.  P.  youngi  Ulrich. 

Pinnatopora  aff.  P.  vinei  Ulrich. 

Pinnatopora  aff.  P.  conferta  Ulrich. 

Diplopora  n.  sp. 

Archimedes  aff.  A.  negligens  Ulrich. 


Archimedes  aff.  terebriformis  Ulrich. 
Archimedes  n.  sp. 
Ichthyorhachis  n.  sp. 
Rhombopora  aff.  R.  persimilis  Ulrich. 
Rhombopora  aff.  R.  armata  Ulrich. 
Streblotiypa  sp.  * 

Thamniscus  n.  sp. 
Productus  subhorridus  Meek? 
Productus  semireticulatus  Martin. 
Productus  aff.  P.  porrectus  Kut. 
Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 


Station  2571. 


No.  88.    S.  45^  E.  from  West  Mountain  Peak,  1.1  mile  east  of  road. 
Lingulidiscina  sp.  I  Productus  cora  D'Orbigny. 

Station  2568. 

limestone  ledge,  north  side  of  road,  at  bottom  of  Butterfield  Canyon,  just  above  Black  Jack  Gulch. 
Fenestella  sp.  I  Polypora  sp. 


/ 
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gmvel  deposits  in,  list  of 3.')0 

mines  in,  descriptions  of 2.)3-263 

mines  in,  descriptions  of 281-217, 253-263, 299-309 

oni  In,  discovery  of 81 

on»  shipment  from,  first 83 

plfUMT  workings  in.  lij«t  of 331 

profiles  showing 340 

pHKlucti ve  area  of 123 

pnifllrs  of,  figure  showing 341 

quart/iU^  cliffs  in,  view  of 36 

Mnelter  erected  in.  first 89 

topogmphic  history  of 345 

iiplMT,  faults  and  fissures  in 231-232 

gravels  in,  extent  of 340, 319 

mines  in,  <iescriptions  of 231-217 

llstof 232 

placer  workings  in 331, 334, 349 

view  in 32 

Hiugham  Canyon  Railroad,  date  of  completion  <»f 98 

HtUKhani  (^msolidated  Mining  Company,  ot>erations 

of a>l  (note),  315  (note). 

organization  of 99 

fiinghani  Copper  and  Gold  Company.    See  Bingham 

Gold  and  Copper  Company. 
Bingham  Creek,  dissection  of  gravels  by,  plate  show- 
ing       344 

ferruginous  conglomerate  along,  view  of 60 

S4f  aim  Hingham  Canyon. 
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Bingham  Gold  and  Copper  Company,  operations  of. . .       86, 

»1, 98, 264, 379, 881, 382 

smelter  of,  erection  of 99. 384 

operations  of 381-882 

slag  losses  at 94 

Bingham  Gold  Mining  Company,  operations  of 254 

Bingham  Junction,  railway  connections  with 76 

smelter  at 94,96,264 

Bingham  laccolith.    See  Biqgham  Canyon,  laccolith 
In. 

Bingham  placer,  correlation  of 848 

descripti(»n  of 869-860 

Bingham  Placer  Company,  operations  of 333 

Bingham  quartzite,  age  of 21-22,36 

alterations  of 85-36,65-66 

banding  in 83-84 

bedding  planes  of 86 

cliffs  of,  occurrence  of 86 

view  showing 32, 86 

colors  of 83-S4 

conglomerate  containing,  view  of 66 

contact  of,  with  limestone,  plates  shoMdng 128. 

226,262,266 

with  monzonite,  plate  showing 134 

deposition  of,  conditions  of 34 

exposures  of,  topc^raphy  of 36-37 

features  of 83-37 

ferruginous,  bre<*ciated  outcrop  of,  view  showing.        62 

fossils  of 36,889 

fracture  zones  in 126 

horse  of,  in  Old  Jordan  mine,  plate  showing 134 

ledges  of 32 

limestones  in 31, 37-15 

lithologic  character  of 83-35, 3.V36 

metamorphlsm  of 36-36, 175. 176 

ores  i n 1 27-1 28 

outcrops  of,  features  of 36-37 

solution  of,  by  underground  waters 36 

specimen  of,  plate  showing 56 

stratification  of 35 

texture  of 34-35 

thickness  of 23,35 

topography  of  exiKxsures  of 36-37 

weathering  of 36-37 

Bingham  smelter.    tSre   Bingham   Gold  and  Copper 
Company,  smelter  of. 

Bingham  tunnel .  description  of 309-310 

object  of 87,809-310 

Binnite,  occurrence  of 107 

Biotite,  chalcopyrite  developing  in,  photomicrograph 

showing 170 

Biotite- latlte,  occurrence  of 813 

Black  Dog  tunnels,  description  of 297-298 

Black-jack.    Sic  Sphalerite  and  Zinc  blende. 

Black-jack  Gulch,  geology  of 324 

mines  in,  descriptions  of 325 

list  of 324 

Black  sulphide  ore,  i>ccurrence  and  composition  of .  - .      222 

Blaine  tunnel,  description  of 311 

Bliusting  in  mines,  methods  of 88 

Bleichert  aerial  tramway,  use  of 265, 880, 381 

Blende.    See  Sphalerite  and  Zinc  blende. 

Blue  limestone,  Mercur  district,  equivalents  of,  in 

Tintic  district 126-126 

Bog  ore,  occurrence  of 214 

Bonneville  bench,  dissection  of,  plate  showing 344 

Bonneville,  Lake,  influence  of,  on  gravel  deposition..      344 


INDEX. 


397 


Page. 
Books  and  papers,  list  of,  relating  to  Bingham  dis- 
trict  9^102 

Boraite,  character  and  occurrence  of 106, 268 

Boaton  Ck>m)olidated  Mining  Company,  chalcopyritc 

from  mine  of,  plate  showing 170 

clairasowned  by,  listof 281 

concentration  experiments  by 95 

opemtionsof 86,281-282.379,381 

ore  shoot  in  main  worlcings  of,  features  of 152 

organization  of  (date) 98 

pyrite  in   Eldorado  shaft  of,   photomicrograph 

showing 166 

Bournonitc,  character  and  occurrence  of 109 

Boutwell,  J.  M.,  apportionment  of  field  work  to 19-20 

report  by,  on  economic  geology 73-385 

work  done  by 20, 7:J 

Boutwell.  J.  M.,  and  Irving.  J.  D.,  on  equivalents  of 

Weber  quartzite  in  Bingham  district..      125 

Breccia-s  occurrence  of 53,55-56,67-58 

Brecciatcd  structure  in  ores,  occurrence  of 159 

Brink.  Charles,  placer  prospect  of 360 

Bristol  &  Daggett,  operations  of 84,89,241 

British  tunnel.  Last  Chance  mine,  exploitation  near. .      154 

featurcsof 276,277 

monzonite  from,  analyses  of 178 

Broad  Gauge  mine,  description  of 307-308 

ore  in,  character  and  values  of 134,308 

Brochantitc,  occurrence  of 223 

Br«H>klyn  limestone,  mine  workings  in,  list  of 315 

Brooklyn  mine,  alteration,  superficial,  in 215, 216 

deep  mining  at 87, 320 

desicription  of 3*20-321 

development  in 820,381 

ore  body  in,  development  of 316 

elevation  of 123 

foot  wall  of,  plate  showing  outcrop  of 320 

lo(!tttion  and  extentof 317,318 

pumping  methods  in  • 88-89 

zone  of,  other  mines  in 316 

Brooks,  A.  H.,  on  placer  gold,  sources  of 342 

Brooks  tunnel,  description  of 313 

Bulldozer  tunnel,  description  of 283 

operations  at 281-282 

Bully  Boy  fissure,  features  of 232 

Bully  Boy  tunnels,  situation  and  output  of 246 

recent  development  in 382-383 

Burning  Moscow  mine,  location  and  general  features 

of 281 

Butte,  Mont.,  ore  alteration  at 224 

Butterfleld  Canyon,  diastrophic  action  near 22 

fossilsfrom 887 

geological  features  of 328-329 

lead  carbonate  in 85 

limestone  ledges  in,  view  of 88 

limestones  in,  age  of 124 

stnictural  featuresof 20 

Butterfleld  concentration  mill,  construction  of 96 

Butterfleld  group  of  mines,  descriptions  of 325-328 

Butterfleld  limestone,  chert  nodules  in,  plate  showing.       40 

features  and  age  of 21-22,37,889 

name  of,  origin  of 21 

Butterfleld  Mining  Company,  operations  of 324-328 

Butterfleld  tunnel,  location  of 825 

operations  in 383 
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Calcareous  rock,  influence  of,  in  ore  deposition 180-188 

mineral  replacement  of 205 

oies  in,  occurrence  of 124, 127, 12S-129, 135, 185 

Calci  te,  mineral  growths  in 199 

minerals  associated  with,  plates  showing 204, 206 

occurrence  of 118-119, 159, 160, 161, 214, 803 

replacement  of,  by  specularitc,  plate  showing 208 

Caledonia  mine,  alteration  in 216-217 

description  of 306^307 

Campbell,  J.  W.,  Highland  Boy  claim  located  by 98,265 

Campbell  tunnel,  developments  in 282, 285 

Carbonaceous  rocks,  chemical  effects  of,  on  ore  depo- 
sition   128-129 

Carbonate  and  oxide  zone  in  ore  bodies,  place  of 212 

Carbonate  ores,  occurrence  of 306-309 

smelting  of 89-90 

Carbonates.    See  Azurite,  Cerussiie,    Malachite,  and 
Siderite. 

Carbonatization,  zone  of,  depth  of 215-217 

Carboniferous  fossils.  ILsts  of 387-893 

Camot,  A.,  analysis  of  luckite  by 117 

Carpenter  Shop  level.  Old  Telegraph  mine.  featurt«  of.      251 

Carr  Fork,  concentration  mill  in 95 

geologic  featui^  of 264 

gravel  deposits  in 49, 340 

limestone  specimen  from,  plate  showing 40 

mines  in,  descriptions  of 264-275 

listof 264 

mining  operations  in 84, 382 

placer  workings  in 331.334-335,353-354 

pyriiic  copper  ore  in  marble  cut  by 77 

view  of,  from  West  Mountain  Gap,  plate  showing.       34 

Cavernous  structure,  occurrence  of 157-158, 164 

plate  showing 194 

Caving  system,  advantages  claimed  for 88 

Central  Paciflo  Railroad,  completion  of 83 

Cerargyrite,  reported  occurrence  of 118 

Cerussite.  development  of,  plate  showing 220 

mineralogical  features  of 112 

occurrence  of 226 

Chalcanthite,  character  of 110 

occurrence  of 108,110,214,268,308 

Chalcocite,  character  of 103, 107-106 

occurrence  of.  107-108,222, 223, 268, 278, 283, 289. 295. 302-303 

plate  showing 220 

Chalcopyritc,  calcite  in 214 

character  of 103, 105-106 

development  of,  in  calcite 199 

in  garnet 206 

method  of 131,172,179 

plates  showing 170,220 

minerals  associated  with,  plates  showing 204, 208 

occurrence  of 105-106, 

157, 158, 160, 194, 222, 223, 227, 268, 283, 802-306 

in  fracture  planes  in  monzonite 180, 

131,167,168,177,221,280 

in  limestone 196, 199, 205 

in  marmorized  limestone  or  marble 133, 

134,176.196,198,205 

platesshowing 190, 196 

in  porphyry 172 

in  quartz 221 

in  silicifled  limestone 198 
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Chalcopyrite,  origin  of 131,172,179 

separation  of,  methods  of 37&-377 

specific  gravity  of 376 

Chandler  tunnel,  location  of 288 

Chinning.  R.  H.,  acknowledgments  to 74, 199 

Chemical  analyses.    See  name  o/ fub)itaHCf  amUyztd. 
Chemical  composition  of  rocks,  influence  of,  on  ore 

deposition 127-129 

Cherikino  bar  (placer),  description  of 351 

Chert,  brecciated,  from  Jordan  limestone,  plate  show- 
ing         40 

conglomerate  containing,  plate  showing 66 

nodules  of,  in  limestone,  plates  showing 40, 190 

occurrence  of 185,214 

Cherty  marble,  occurrence  of 184 

Chester  tunnel,  description  of 313 

Chicago  Fire  claim,  ownership  of 281 

Chicago  mine,  situation  of 323 

Chimneys  of  ore.    See  Ore  bodies  and  Ore  shoots. 

Chlorite,  occurrence  of 206 

Clark  raises,  displacement  at 141, 236 

Clays,  Daniel,  acknowledgments  to...  332  (note),  356  (note 

nugget  found  by 115. 337, 358 

Clays,  Peter,  placer  exploitation  by 332 

Clays.  Recen  t  deposits  of ; 46 

Clays  Brothers,  placer  exploitation  by 332, 

333, 334, 335, 3.^2,  a57-358 

Clays  placer,  correlation  of 347-348 

description  of 334, 352 

Clays  rim,  description  of 357-358 

transverse  section  of,  figure  showing 357 

Cliffs,  quartzite,  typical  occurrence  of ,  plates  showing.  32. 36 

Climax  Gulch,  waters  in,  mineral  content  of 214 

Coal  Measure  faunas,  occurence  of 125-126 

Coinage,  silver,  effect  of 85 

Coleman,  R.  J.,  acknowledgments  to 281  (note) 

Collier.  A.  J.,  on  placer  gold,  sources  of 342 

Colonel  Sellers  mine,  gold  ore  alteration  at 227 

Colorado  mine,  geologic  structure  in 245 

mineralization  periods  in 210 

ore  in 200,201,246 

Colorado  mine  tunnel,  banded  structure  of  ore  in, 

figure  showing 201 

Columbia  mine,  alteration  in 218 

geologic  structure  in 260 

ore  of.  chiiracter  and  value  of 260-261 

recent  development  in 3X2 

Commercial  limestcme,  chert  ledges  in.  view  of 42 

exposures  of 24 

faunal  characteristics  of 388-389 

features  of 40-41,231 

metamorphlsm  in 184-192 

Commercial  mine,  alteration  (superficial)  in 215,218,221 

development  of 255, 257-268, 3«1 

cnargite  crystals  from,  plate  showing 108 

fissures  in i;?4, 138,  HI.  258 

geologic  structure  in 255-256 

history  of 254 

methods  used  in 88 

mineral  <ievelopment  in,  order  of 160 

ore-bearing  seams  in.  figure  showing 200 

ore  btHliesin 134,206,256-268 

metallic  contents  of 94 

situation  of 245,254 

sulphide  ores  from,  plates  showing 220 

superficial  alteration  in 215,218,221 
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Commercial  smelter.    See  Bingham  Gold  and  Copper 
Company,  smelter  of. 

Concentration,  experiments  in 96, 282 

methods  of 376 

natural,  sequence  of 228 

Concentration  mills,  operations  of 95-96, 282 

Concentration  works,  first  in  district 98 

operations  of 95-96, 282 

Condor  fissure,  features  of 282 

Conglomerate,  character  of,  plates  showing 50, 56 

occurrence  of 49-^ 

Congor  mine,  ore  in,  character  and  value  of 184, 313>^14 

Connor,  Gen.  1*.  E.,  exploration  for  minerals  encour- 
aged by 79 

Jordan  Silver  Mining  Company  incorporated  by..      233 

Connor  Peak,  stratigraphic  features  of 22 

Contact  deposits,  definition  of  term 202 

formation  of,  intrusive  agency  In 201-210 

Contact-metamorphic  minerals,  li.st  of 202 

Contact   metamorphlsm.    See  Alteration  and  Meta- 
morphlsm. 

Copper,  associaticms  of 105, 218 

c<.mient  of,  in  sulphide  ores 78 

minerals  containing,  descriptions  of 104-111 

mining  of.  epoch  of 85 

native.  oc<'urrence  of 110, 223-224 

production  of,  in  Salt  L^ke  County.  1900-1903 385 

Set-  alifo  Copper  ore. 

Copper-arsenic  sulphite,  occurrence  of 214 

Copper  Boy  tunnel,  recent  developmAit  in 383 

.situation  of 880 

Copper  bullion,  fineness  of,  at  Highland  Boy  smelter. .       93 

Copper  Center  group  of  mines,  development  in 281-282 

Copper  Center  Gulch,  claims  in,  consolidation  of 86 

copper-bearing  j>orphyries  of,  work  in 86 

fractures  in 136' 

geologic  features  of 253-254 

mines  in.  descriptions  of 253-263 

ore-bearing  monzonite  outcrops  in 362 

Copper  Center  tunnel,  exploration  in.  extent  of 258 

geologic  features  of 259 

ore  dei»osits  in,  character  and  value  of 259 

Copper  Gulch,  geology  of 316 

metamorphlc  features  in 185 

mines  in 316-319 

prcxluction  of 319 

Copper-iron  ore, alteration  (superficial)  of 218-225 

depKwils  of 77-78 

.vmelling  methods  used  on .^ 93-M 

See  aim  Ores. 
Copper-iron  sulphides,  reaction  of  sulphite  .solution 

on.  chemical  equation  showing 224-225 

Copper  ore,  alteration  of 172 

banded  structure  in 193 

figure  .showing 201 

barren  material  in,  composition  of 192 

composition  of 103 

deposition  of,  melhwls  of 25, 163-1?2, 183-210, 229 

places  of 365 

relation  of,  to  intnisives 201-210 

deposits  of.  form  of,  diagram  showing 128 

relation  of  fissuring  to 199-210 

development  of,  plates  showing 192, 194 

disseminated  (in  igneous  rock),  alteration  (super- 
ficial) of 172 

areal  limitations  of 161 
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Copper  ore,  dissemiiiAted,  distribution  of.  164, 160, 161, 163-164 

genesis  of 167-172 

superficial  alteration  of 172 

fornu  of  shoots  of 161, 365 

future  development  of,  field  for 385 

genesis  of.  in  limestone 188-210 

inporphyr>' 25,163-172 

summary  showing 229 

in  limestone,  contact  deposition  of  portion  of 206 

continuity  of 373-375 

genesis  of 183-210 

in  porphyry,  genesis  of 25, 163-172 

laminated  structure  in 158 

locus  of 133, 365 

occurrence  of 77,78,127,133,134,302-303 

origin  of 25,131,163-172,183-210,229 

reduction  processes  for 89 

shoots  of.  forms  of 161, 365 

size  of 161 

smelting  methods  used  on 93-94 

structure  of 154-165, 157-158, 192-194, 365 

superficial  alteration  of. ..7 1?2 

typical  banded  structure  of,  figure  showing 201 

typical  occurrence  of 200, 365 

value  of  ( highest ) 135 

value?!  of 120, 135 

See  aZ*o  Copper-iron  ore,  Copper-sulphide  ore,  Ores. 

Copper  sulphate,  occurrence  of 214 

Copper-sulphide  ore,  copper  content  of 78 

development  of  1 85 

exploitation  and  shipment  of 379, 380 

genesis  of,  summary 229 

gold  content  of 78 

limestones  bearing 77-78 

loci  of 127,135,161 

occurrence  of 77-7S,  127, 134,  lW-155 

origin  of 183-210 

.  oiims  of.  in  marble,  figure  showing 200 

silver  content  of 78 

structure  of,  in  limestone 154-156 

tonnage  of,  daily 77 

.See  aUo  Ores. 

(?omish  pumps,  installation  of .•. 89 

Coromandel  tunnel,  descriptions  of 274, 288 

Correlati(m  of  formations,  determinations  concerning.    124- 

126,387-389 

Cottonwood  Gulch,  geologic  features  of 285 

limestone  from,  plate  showing 40 

mines  in,  descriptions  of 286-288 

Countr>'  rock,  age  of 76, 124-126, 160, 387-389 

alteration  of 176-179,22^229 

character  of 123-124 

efTect  of.  in  ore  alteration 213 

in  ore  deposition 127-129 

on  size  of  ore  bodies 160-161 

decomposition  of,  by  percolating  waters 228 

•     deformation  of.  Old  Jordan  mine 235-238 

relation  of  ore  occurrence  to 135-149, 161 

physical  features  of 126, 127 

relation  of  ore  to 126-135 

replacement  of,  by  ore,  features  of 193, 199 

superficial  alteration  of 228-229 

Covellite,  character  and  occurrence  of 109, 223 

Creek  depo*»its.    Scr.  Gravels  and  Placer  mines. 

Creek  gravels,  definition  and  distribution  of 331, 340 

workings  in 352-363,354,868-360 
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Creek  gravels.    See  aUo  Gravels  and  Placer  mines. 

Cross,  Whitman,  on  pyrite,  genesis  of 167 

Crosscutting,  value  of,  in  exploration 365-366 

Crowley,  G.  W. ,  placer  exploitation  by 332, 357 

Crown  Point  mine,  alteration  in 216, 218 

geologic  structure  in 276 

ore  in 275 

situation  and  development  of 276 

Crustification.    See  Banded  ore. 

Cubanite,  occurrence  of 108, 303 

Cuba  tunnel,  location  and  course  of 276 

Cuprite,  character  and  occurrence  of 109, 218, 223 

Cyanide  plant,  Highland  Boy  mine,  installation  and 

operation  of 84-85, 91 

Cyanide  process,  experiments  with 282 

D. 

Daggett,  Ellsworth,  acknowledgments  to 74,315  (note) 

on  Brooklyn  and  Revere  mines 320  (note)  ,%1  (note) 

on  Dalton  and  Lark  ore  body '. 318 

on  ore  production,  cost  of 90 

on  ore  values  in  Winamuck  mine 303 

on  Winamuck  vein  wall  rock 301, 302 

See  also  Bristol  &.  Daggett. 

Dalton  and  Lark  group  of  mines,  list  of 315 

Dalton  and  Lark  mine,  deep  mining  at 87, 381 

ore  deposits  in,  elevation  of 123 

ores  in,  value  of 319 

pumping  methods  in 89 

Damphool  Gulch,  placer  gold  in 333, 334, 335, 337 

Dana.  J.  D.,  on  dufrenoysite 113 

on  mallardite 117 

on  realgar  and  orpiment 118 

Davidson  stope,  Niagrara  mine,  ore  body  in 241 

Davis,  W.  M.,  on  graded  slopes 339 

Daylight  Extension  tunnel,  description  of 324 

Deep  mining,  examples  of H7, 320, 381, 385 

Deformation  of  country  rfx?k.  relation  of  ore  to. .  135-149, 161 
Delia  B  tunnel,  porphyritlc  monzonite  from,  plate 

showing 44 

Deposition  of  ores.    Sec  Ores,  deposition  of. 

Depth,  relation  of.  to  values 215-221, 386 

Descending  solutions.    .Str  Aqueous  solutions. 
Development.    See  Exploitation  and  Exploration. 

Dewey  mill,  concentration,  experiments  at 95 

Diastrophism,  local  manifestations  of 126-127, 135-149 

Dickson,  C.  W..  on  genesis  of  ore  deposits 164 

Differential  faulting.    See  Faulting. 

Dike,  definition  of 366,368-369 

Dikes,  relation  of,  to  ore  bodies 132, 184, 188 

surface  indications  of 868-369 

underground  features  of 369 

Dip  of  fissures.  eflTect  of,  on  ore  deposition 179, 180, 363 

Discovery.    See  Exploration  and  Exploitation. 

Displacement,  direction  and  extent  of 140-144, 161 

See  al9o  Faulting. 
Displacement  of  ore  bodies  by  faults,  characteristics 

of 370-372 

Disseminated  ore.  occurrence  of.  154, 160, 101, 163-164, 167-172 

Dixon  bar,  placer  workings  in 332, 335 

Dixon  Brothers,  placer  exploitation  by 851 

Dixon  Channel,  placer  mining  in 351 

Dixon  Gulch,  geology  of 288 

mines  in 288-289 

placer  workings  in 332,  .350 

Dixon  mine,  alteration  in 216 
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IHxon  mine.bUu'k  nhalein ri2.]>>l 

<)«Mr'riptkin  of 3iB-a>f^ 

or**  Ui*ll«*«  Jn.  aM«ricuiti(4i«  of r29 

rf'hitf'm  of.  u»  Winamnck  lode 304-305 

Ulx*rti  pl»r«T.  coiT<*hitk/n  rjf 247. 3!i0. 351 

t»oU^«th  mine.  Elkhom.  Mont.,  teliuride  in 209 

Ilolrmilte.  or-nnTenr^  of 119 

«r*lubility  of 31 

I>niinjuir<^  tiinneUi.  f^^nstrartion  and  operation  <A 30. 

88-*».3.'i3.38l.3W 
.*iee  aUff  Tunnels. 

Ilriftii  and  Mhaf tn,  tine  of,  in  exploration 86.  ST 

Ilrlll  holen,   Wall  group  of  mIn*-«.  rulut^  in  depth 

nhown  by 263 

Drillii.  iK>wer  iwrd  for '*8 

Drammond.  T.  R..  aoknowle*ljnnent«  to 199 

l>niiieii,  00*11  rrence  of,  in  «jpf hi  r « ►re* 157-lM,  1.h4 

Dr>'  Fork,  veina  of.  Bingham  qiiartzite  oMtIn  from 3»*. 

gravel  deposit*  in ^ 

workingfiin 2ij9 

Dry- wa.Mhing  prtx-ew,  uie  of,  in  Hchenk  placer 3.V> 

Dufrenoyjiite,  reported  ocrtirrence  of 113 

Eagle  Bird  flSHure,  extent  of lU-14-'> 

workingM  on 325, 326 

Eagle  Bird  incline.  kK'ation  of 325 

Eagle  Binl  IrKlc,  ore  in,  character  and  value  of S.T 

Eagle  Binl  mine,  liK'ation  of Hi 

ore  iKMlies  in,  features  of 147-148, 327 

Economic  geology,  field  work  on.  date«  and  character 

of 73-74 

general  sketch  of 74-78 

Edition  tunnel,  Stewart  mine,  operation*  at •>1,282,2H4 

Eglei<t4>n,  Thoma«,  on  fineness  of  detrital  gold 115 

on  placer  gold  mining 333, 335 

Ellen*.  A.,  on  ore  production,  cost  of 90 

Eldorado  shaft,  chalcopyrite  tnnn,  plate  nhowing 170 

pyrite  in.  development  of.  photomicrograph  show- 
ing       166 

Electric  Imtteries.  u»e  of ,  in  bla^ting 8m 

Emma  mine,  successful  exploitation  of >*3 

Emmonit,  s.  F.,  acknowledgment*  to 73 

lntn»dtiction  by i 17-25 

on  age  of  ore-bearing  roc  k«  near  A  Ita 125 

on  Hge  of  riKk  flows  in  Wasatch  region 25 

on  climatic  factors  aflfecting  alteration  of  ore«  —      213 
on  extent  of  fissures  as  related  to  their  mineraliza- 
tion       147 

«M\  n«ure«i  of  Mercur  mining  district 146 

km  mining  development,  early  olwtacle^  u» 79 

im  i  viulrrh  Range,  structural  features  of 20 

lut  on*  dc|»«»»»It8.  structural  relations  of 147 

oil  iir«Httictit»n  of  medals  in  Utah 80 

.•««  |.tHllc  dojHJNite,  genesis  of 167 

,  iti  i4vuitdaty  enrichment  of  ores 212, 218, 218, 224 

.u  «ii)|ihM«w.  deposition  of 224 

..u  II  HHillo  district 23 

.M  \^  umw\\  Uinw«tone  at  Emma  Hill li^i 

ttoiii  >Uiiu<  by  73 

i-.«M|<tt«>  i«*«»",  Un'ttllon  of 82 

I  •t.»>Mi»«s  '  i»«k»H\U'r  of 108, 108 

ivmt.v.1         108.160.222,268 

,  i.tu.  -i4mi»i»ni  »>%talUne  bodies  of 108 

i.Mii~u4v    ^w.liigic  liirmations  iraverwMi  by 145 

..,u.  129 


Elrie  mine,  ore  in,  chararter  and  valae  of 

ore  body  in.  wall  moki>  aiwo(*iati*d  with 

sale  of 

shale  from,  analy^  of 181 

Eureka  limesttvne.  eqiiiTalenc  of.  in  Mereur  district. 

Evans  tunnel,  projection  of *. 

Excebdr>r  min**.  gr>Ul  ore  alteration  at % 

Exploitation,  fntnre  fteUl  for 381. 

meth«ids  of S7. 

Exploration,  mtrthtidsof f^'Si, 

Ex  tra  i*e3wion  incline,  deacripr ion  of .  .* 

ExtnL«ive  rock,  analyicii  of  alkalies  in  inocei 

character  of 129,  LTO. 

date  of  extrusion  of 

definition  of 

determination  of 

forms  of 
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18S 


ST 

7 1 


314 
130 


4, 


ni 

366 

36H 
3t» 


i   -Fal**  walls,"  feature:*  uf 364 

I   Fault  r*n>ll")  No.  I   level.  Uld  Jordan  mine,  plate 

showing ". 12J* 

I   Faulting,  character  and  extent  of 140-144 

I  diffi«Milties  of  exploration  caused  by 366 

torsional  or  differential,  examples)  of 143.238 

Fault*,  age  of 59 

anxli-^  oi 5M 

featuresiif 56-50.140-144,231-232 

or»--l*earing  ag»*ncy  of 135 

or».'  Nulit^ interrupted  by 366,370-372 

origin  of ojv^Vj 

tyf.»-»«.f 140-141 

criteria  for  determining 371 

.V^  fiZ^y  Faulting  and  Fissures. 

Faunaof  the  district,  affinities  of 124,387-;X. 

.V/'  nltui  F<j*«slls  and  Falcon t4)log5*. 

.   Field  work,  rharacter  and  division  of 19-20,73-74 

Fissun*?-.  chara«ter  of 13i> 

dates  of 77,138-140,211 

dlpof.  n*latlon  of  pay  to 147.173,179-180,213,363 

dip  and  trend  of 77, 137-138. 146-149, 161. 199-200. 363 

displacement  on,  features  and  extent  of 140-144 

Sff-nlmt  Vaults. 

distribution  of 136-137 

extent  or  perMistence  of 144-146, 147-148 

exploration  of.  suggetaions  concerning 963-365 

'  features  of 5^-61. 136-149, 173, 180, 213,231-232 

'  in  marble,  figure  showing 200 

formations  traversed  by 145 

mineralized,  exploration  for 363-364 

pn»)M>rtion  of,  to  total  number  of  fis^^ures 147 

trend  and  dip  of  ....  137-138,146-149.161.199-200.863 
parage  of.  from  quartzite  to  limestone,  features 

of 126-127 

relatiim  of,  to  ore  depoidtion 199-210 

to  fliwircs  in  adjoining  mining  districts 146 

surfai'e  indications  of 232 

trend  of.  diagram  showing 138 

relation  of  pay  to 363 

upward  terminating,  figure  showing 200 

Fissure  veins,  mctasomatic  procawes  in 179 

Sff.  alsf>  Lodes. 
I   Fergiuwm  lo<le,  Nast  mine,  features  of. . .  LV..  l.Vj,  176, 279-280 

I>ay  streak  in,  plate  showing 160 

Feldspar.  decompositi<m  of 16K,  171, 172,177, 179 

Ferromagni-sian  silicates,  alteration  of 177,179 
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Folds,  features  of f^ 

Fortuna  mine.    S*.€  Fortune  mine. 

Fortune  concentration  mill,  oi>erationK  at 95 

Fortune  mine,  alteration  (superficial )  in '217, 218,  '223  " 

ore  in,  character  and  value  of 134, 158, 312-313 

mode  of  occurrence  of 152, 15;^ 

reopening  of 383 

fihale  (black)  in 181 

wall  rocks  in 181 

workingH  in 31 1 

Fortune  sill,  location  and  extent  of 311. 315 

Fofisils.  identification  of 124,387-393  j 

metamorphism  of 186 

Fractures.    See  Fissures. 

Franklin  tunnel,  features  of «7,  3h2 

location  and  extent  of 81, 2<i0 

Freeman  Gulcli,  geology  of 298 

mine  workings  in 298-299 

Freight  companies,  rates  levied  by 84. 91, 361 

Frisco  mine,  consolidation  of 383 

situation  of 269 

•*  Frozen  "  contacts,  occurrence  of 175 

Fuses,  use  of,  in  blasting 88 
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Galena,  alteration  (superficial )  of,  plate  showing 220 

associations  of 112 

calcitein 214 

character  of 103.111-112 

deposition  of,  process  of 194 

minerals  associated  with 225, 226 

occurrence  of,  at  limestone-porph>-ry  contact 270 

in  banded  ore 158, 159 

in  limestone 268,269 

in  monzonite 156, 278, 280, 281 

in  quartzite LV;,  205. 289, 295, 302, 304 

outcrops  of 225 

paragenetic  relations  of 160, 161, 174 

silver-bearing,  exploitation  of 382 

cK'Currence  of 200, 225-226 

at  Leadville,  Colo 224 

values  in 113,225 

See  fUi*o  Lead-silver  ore  ami  Silver-lead  ore. 

Galena  claim,  lociition  of 82, 98  i 

Galena  fissure,  Old  Jordan  mine,  features  of Ill , 

144, 157, 232, 234-235. 362 

map  showing 224 

ore  occurrence  in 127, 154, 200 

outcrop  of,  in  Jordan  limestone,  plate  showing...      184 

surface  workings  on,  view  of 222 

Galena  mine,  ore  bodies  in,  extent  of 147-148 

power  used  In 88 

recent  development  in 380  ; 

Galena  Silver  Mining  (Company,  operations  of 233 

Galena  smelter,  erection  of 233 

Galena  tunnel,  stratigraphic  features  in 231  ] 

Gangue,  analyses  of 191-192 

minerals  in,  descriptions  of 118-120 

list  of 205 

Gardella,  Bartholomeo,  placer  mining  by 332, 351, 353 

Gardella  placer,  correlation  of 347, 350,  :J54 

description  of 353-3.54 

exploitation  of 335  I 

gravels  in 341 

Garland,  F,  C.  acknowledgments  to  (note) 358 

1055a— No.  3g— 05 26 
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Garnet,  chalcopyrite  developed  in 20(> 

minerals  associated  with,  plates  showing 208 

occurrence  of 119, 133, 202, 205 

in  calclte,  plate  showing -204 

in  association  with  chalcopyrite 205-'20«; 

in  metamorphosed  limestone,  plate  sliowing . .      190 

Geography  of  the  district,  general  features  of 29 

Germania  smelter,  equipment  of 384 

Germania  works,  load  reduction  at 95 

Giant  ('hief  fi.ssure.  Old  Telegraph  mine,  faulting  on.  126, 141 

features  of 149. 2i!iO.  252 

geologic  formations  traversed  by 145 

Giant  Chief  mine,  location  of -252 

GiblK)ns,  M..  placer  prospect  of 360 

GIlbert,G.K„onepeirogenic  movement  in  Great  Basin.      314 

GIrty.  G.  H.,  paleontologic  work  of 21. 

22. 36-37, 40. 74, 121. 1^87-393 

Godfrey,  R.,  Nez  Perces  Chief  claim  IrH'ate*!  by ^ 

Godiva  limestone,  equivalent  of.  in  Mercur  district.  r25-12t'. 

Gold,  content  of,  in  sulphide  ores 7s 

deposits  containing 77, 78 

in  igneous  rocks 154 

nuggets  of,  finding  of 1 15,  :J37, 358. 359 

occurrence  of 77, 78, 114-11.5, 161, '200. 239 

ores  of,  alteration  of *2'26-229 

genesis  of.  summary  showing '229 

natural  concentration  processes  of '228. 229 

occurrence  of '2*27 

oxidized,  ep<K'h  of  mining 84-85 

reduction  processes  for 89 

values  of,  highest,  loci  of i:i'> 

table  showing 122 

production  of,  in  Salt  Lake  County,  1900-l\<0;i 3S5 

placer,  character  of 331 ,  333, 337, 341 ,  34'2, 351, 352 

development  of 331-:VK),  :M9, 350-360 

discovery  of 83, 98, 1 15,  .332,  :«7, 358. 359 

fineness  of 331 .  333 

output  of.  table  showing 337 

sources  of 341-.342 

stamp  mills  for  extracting,  equipment  of 91W91 

telluride  of.    See  Tellurldes. 

values  of 121-1*22 

Index  of i;t5 

variation  of I.IO 

Gold-bearing  gravels.    See  Gravels. 

Gold-bearing  pyrite,  oxidation  of 228 

Goslarite,  oi'currence  of 1 16, 1 18, 214,  :W2-303 

Gossans,  features  of 49 

significance  of 362 

Gravels  (auriferous),  classification  of 331 

altitudes  of 344 

character  of :V»1 

deposition  of,  geologic  and  topographic  features 

of 4.5-49, 338-;^49 

stiiges  of 331 ,  310, 344-3 17 

distribution  of 340-,^ll 

exploitation  of 377-378 

faulting  in 354 

hlstorj-  of.  resum<^  of 348-349 

placer  mining  in ;Wl-:i6o 

sources  of 3I1-*I2. 345-347 

thickness  of 316 

values  In 3;U ,  33;J,  334-335, 337, 354, 358. 359 

Great  Blue  limestone.  Mercur  district,  equivalents  of, 

in  Tintic  district r25-l26 

Great  Divide  mine,  recent  development  In :t83 
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Grecian  Bend  innnel.  Old  Telegraph  mine,  copper  ore 

(n»m.  plate  show  injr IW 

feature^  of 2?i0,  S^l 

gangue  material  in,  analyses  showing 19i' 

<ireeley  tunnel,  location  and  general  features  of 279 

Gypsum.  oiH.'unnence  of 119.  a03 

Hall.  W.  H..  on  wall  rock  of  Winamuck  vein 301 

Hanauer.  E.,  acknowledgments  to 315  ( note  >.  321  i  note  • 

Harker.  A.,  on  contact  mineralization 206 

Harrison  tunnel,  dejscription  of 291 

Hayes.  ('.  W..  letter  of  transmittal  by 15 

Hidden  Treasure  mine.  locati< »n  of M 

Highland  Bi>y  claim,  location  of vr» 

Highland  Boy  limestone,  alterations  of 42-43 

analyses  of.  table  showing 190. 191 

contact  of.  with  quartziie,  deformation  of.  plate 

sh<»\ving 266 

c<»pper  ore  in.  figiire  showing  form  of  deposit  of..      li> 

etjuivalents  of 41. 42 

exposures  of 24 

faunal  characteristics  of 8^?» 

features  of 41-43.  '266-267 

ftHjt-wall  quarizite  contact  at.  plate  showing 12?* 

metamori»hl«:m  in 184-192 

mineralized  fissure  in.  figure  showing r> 

ore  bo<lies  in 12:i.  127 

map  showing 224 

thickness  of 43 

Highland  Boy  mill .  cyanide  plant  at S4->v».  91 

Highland  B«\v  mine,  alteration  in 215. 217. 2is.  -222.  "223 

IxMlded  structure  in 155, 19C< 

ohalcopyrite  and  pyrite  ore«»  from,  plates  show- 
ing   19«.19»i 

rhalcopyrite  from,  photomicrographs  of 20^ 

chlorite  in 206 

«'«m<iolidatJon  of 85, 3S3 

copper  ore  in.  deposit  of.  form  of  diagram  shovdng.      128 

dLsc<.»very  of.  in  paying  value 9f» 

•  »«.'currence  of 77, 12s.  133, 151-152 

Iilate^i  showing 192, 194 

strui'ture  of 15^ 

country  rock  in 266 

(>yanide  plant  and  stamp  mill  at.  results  of  opera- 
tion of 91 

development  at 265. 379-380 

tissuringiu 138,142 

geologic  structure  in 266-267 

gold  ore  in.  alteration  of 226-227 

green  garnet  from,  photomicrograph  of 204 

histor>of 264,265 

limestone  and  i|uartzite  contact  in,  plate  showing.      128 

limestone  from,  analysisof 191 

photcnnicrograph  of 18** 

pUteshowlng 60 

mineralization  in 267-268 

metamorphi«<m  in.  features  of 189-192 

methods  used  in 85.87.88 

ore  bodies  in 128,133,136,267-268 

figures  showing 128, 151 

horizons  of 151 

ores  in.  chAraeter  and  value  of '268 

typical  occurrenceof 200 

production  of 91.265.268.380 

pyritous  copper  ore  in 77.138 

secticms  through,  plate  showing.. 266 


Highland  Boy  mine,  situation  of 

stami>  mill,  with  cyanide  plant,  erected  for 85 

superficial  alteration  in 215, '217, 218, 222 

surface  improvements  at.  plate  showing 264 

waters  of.  sulphureted  hydrogen  in 214 

Highland  Boy  smelter,  e^iuipment  of 9$-94. 384 

first  operation  of 98 

matte  refinement  at 94 

slag  losses  at 9* 

Highland  Boy  stamp  mill,  operations  at 84-85,91 

Hillebrand.  W,  F..  acknowledgments  to 74 

chemical  analyses  and  tests  by 107, 

111.  113.  U\  182, 1^.  191,192,206,-J0» 

on  sulphide  ores 214 

on  tellurides 200,222 

Hintze,  C,  analysis  by Ill 

History  of  the  district,  sketch  of M-W 

Mimmary  i»f 9»* 

Heaton  A  <'ampl»ell  placer,  characteristics  of 35C-S'i3 

Heffron.  G.  H.,  acknowledgments  to 74 

Hematite,  wcurrence  of 206, 30K 

use  of,  in  smelting ft9 

Hoffman.  — ,  j»lacer  claim  of 360 

Holden.  A.  F..  acknowledgments  ti> 74 

on  differential  faulting 143 

on  dufrenoysite 113  inotei 

on  luckite 117 

on  mallardite 117 

rm  pLsanite ^      111 

on  tennantiie 109 

Holden.  L.  E-.  development  work  of 23S 

Hoogley  mine,  description  of 291-292 

ore-bearing  fissures  in.  trend  of 147 

ores  in,  character  and  value  of 2fti 

H«joper  level.  Last  Chance  mine,  features  of '277 

Hooper  mine,  gold  ore  alteration  in 226-227 

Homblende-augile-andesite.  occurrence  of 130 

Homblende-biotite-andesite.  occurrence  of 130 

Horn  silver,  occurrence  of 226 

Howard  pit  placer,  description  of 355 

Huntley.  I).  B..on  anglesite 113 

on   aa»y«  of  gold   ore   and   fineness  of  placer 

gold 115 

on  binnite 107 

on  Brooklyn  ore  body 318 

on  cerargyrite 113 

on  gold  ore 114.115 

on  Lead  mine  ore  and  ore  vein 318 

on  Old  Telegraph  mine,  ore  bodies  in 251 

on  ore  alteration 226,227 

on  ores,  values  of 306. 322 

on  oxidized  gold  ores,  values  of 122 

on  placer  gold  mining 332, 333. 335. 33? 

on  pyritoosore 30t 

on  qnanzite  walls SI*. 

on  Queen  and  Bemis  ores,  values  of 32B 

on  smelting,  economic  re«iiltsof 91 

on  Stewart  mine 284 

on  Tiewaukee  mine  ores,  values  of 306 

on  Winamuck  vein,  wall  rock  of 301 

on  Yosemite  mineore*.  valuesof 322 

Hydraolicking.  placer  mining  by 331. 

332.335.380.352,353.356 
Hydrogen,  sulphureted.  occurrence  < 4.  in  mine  waters.     214 

Hydrothennal  metasomatism,  features  of 171, 

172. 179, 180. 194-199 
Hydrous  solutions.    :!^  Aqueous  solutions. 
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I-Don*l-Care  tunnel,  description  of 329 

Igneous  intnudonM,  date  of 24-25 

effect  of,  on  ore  deposition 25,201-210 

Igneous  rock,  alteration  of 176-179,228-229 

alkalies  in,  analyses  of 130  (note) 

area  and  ages  of 24-25,160 

characterof 60-56,129-130,366-367,369 

connection  of,  with  ore  deposits 25,160 

copper  ores  disseminated  in,  genesis  of 163-172 

dlHseminated  orein 154 

exploration  of,  suggestions  concerning 866-370 

extrusion  of,  date  of 24-A  201 ,  210-21 1 ,  229 

extrusive  and  intrusive  types  of 129-130, 366 

formsof 366-567,368 

intnisionof,  date  of 24-25 

lithologic  features  of 129-130 

metamorphism  by 1«2-210 

ore  bodies  in 1*29-132 

general  features  of 164-167 

genesis  of 163, 172 

petrographic  featuresof 129-130 

See  altto  Intnisive  rock  and  Monxonite. 

Illinois  mine,  description  of 314 

Ingalls,  W.  R,,  on  Wetherill  system  of  ore  separation.      376 

Ingcrsoll  mine,  description  of 283 

operations  at 281,282,283 

ore  bodies  In 152 

Intercalated  series,  equivalents  of,  in  Bingham  dis- 
trict         21 

equivalents  of,  in  Wasatch  district 125-126 

Intrusive  rock,  agency  of,  in  contact  deposits 201-210 

age  of 160 

alteration  of 176-179 

characterof 129-130 

datesof  Intrusion  of 201,210-211.229 

definition  of 366 

economic  importance  of 130 

exploration  of.  suggestions  concerning 366-370 

formsof 366-367 

fissures  in,  deposits  formed  in 129 

influence  of,  on  ore  deposition 130-132 

metamorphism  by 183-210 

ore  bodies  in,  character  of 129-132, 164-167 

genesis  of 16^172 

ore  bodies  near 132 

See  aho  Monzonitc  and  Monzonite-porphyry. 

Iron,  occurrence  of 277, 278 

•*  Iron  hat,"  characteristics  of 362 

Iron  stope.  Old  Jordan  mine,  copper  ores  In 157 

methods  used  in 88 

pyrite  crystals  formed  in 108  (note) 

Iron  sulphate,  occurrence  of 213-214 

Iron  sulphide,  occurrence  of 200,228 

Irving,  J.  D.,and  Bouiwell.  J.  M.,  on  equivalents  of 

Weber  quartxite  in  Bingham  district. .      125 
Irving.  J .  D.,  on  pyritic  deposits,  genesis  of 167 

J. 

Jennings  group  of  mines,  purchase  of 264  (note) 

Jeraey  Blue  mine,  description  of 288 

methods  used  in 87 

Johnson,  M.  M.,  acknowledgments  to 74,281  (note) 

Jones,  T.  H.  B.,  No-You-Don't  claim  located  by 98 

Jordan  limestone,  age  of 40 

alteration  of 38-39,40 

brecciated  chert  in,  plate  showing 40 
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Jordan  limestone,  colors  of 39 

equivalents  of 38 

exposures  of 24. 38 

featuresof 38-40,231 

fossils  of 40,389 

fractures  in 235,236 

Galena  fissure  in,  plate  showing 184 

ledges  of,  view  showing 38 

metamorphism  of 40, 184-192 

metamorphosed  forms  of,  plates  showing 184, 188 

name  of.  derivation  of 38 

ore  bodies  in 123,127,128 

map  showing  distribution  of 224 

outcrop  of,  in  Old  Jordan  rainc 234-240 

sections  through,  figure  and  plates  showing.  226,237,262 

thickness  of 40 

Jordan  mill,  concentration  experiments  at 95 

Jordan  mine,  altenition  (superficial)  in 218,226-227 

galena  outcroiw  in.  location  of 225 

stamp  mills  of,  bullion  production  of 91 

equipment  of 90-91 

See  also  Old  Jordan  mine. 
Jordan  Mining  and  Milling  Company,  operations  of  . .      233 
Jordan  Mining  and  Smelting  Company,  operations  of.      233 

Jordan  "roll,"  featuresof 140-141, 236, 2:J7-238 

Jordan  Silver  Mining  Company,  organizers  of 233 

Jordan  tunnel,  starting  of 82 

f-Jordan  Valley,  effusive  rocks  of 24 

smelters  In.  railway  connections  with 76 

Jubilee  group  of  mines,  ownership  of 281 

I  Jubilee  tunnel,  location  and  extent  of 260 

Julia  Dean  mine,  description  of 295-296 

location  of 82 

I  K. 

Kansas  No.  2  tunnel,  situation  of 299 

Keel,  G.  W.,  acknowledgments  to 325  (note) 

I  Keith,  Arthur,  apportionment  of  field  work  to 19-20 

'         report  on  areal  geology  by 27-70 

work  done  by 20, 73 

Kelsey,  E.  B.,  on  pay  gravel  in  Bingham  Canyon 352 

Kempton  mine,  chalcopyrite  and  tetrahedrite  coating 

pyrite  in,  plate  showing 220 

chalcopyrite  and  tetrahedrite  coating  pyrite  in, 

specimen  showing 223 

mineral  development  in,  order  of 160 

recent  development  of 382 

Keystone  Gulch,  geolog}-  of 311 

mines  in 311-314 

King,  Clarence,  on  genesis  of  ore  deposits 164 

on  stratigraphy  in  Great  Basin 124-125 

Kingston  claim,  location  of 82 

Laccolith,  definition  of  term 366 

at  upper  Bingham,  economic  importance  of 130 

exploitation  of 383 

featuresof 76, 131. 154, '253-264 

pyritic  deposits  in 167 

si  tuation  of 367 

Laccoliths,  ore  bodies  truncated  by 374 

Lake  Bonneville,  influence  of,  in  gravel  deposition ...      344 

Lancaster  Gap,  Pa.,  ore  at,  genesis  of 164 

Lasbbrook  workings,  description  of 355 

Last  Chance  mine,  alteration  (superficial)  in 216 

development  and  location  of 84, 96, 276-277, 278 

fissures  in,  featuresof 138,144-145 
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Last  Chance  mine,  peologie  hiaton*  of 2< « .  27h 

pold  ore  in.  alteration  of 227 

lode  in.  features  of 132, 148. 152. 156 

monzonite  from,  analy»«es  of 17« 

monzonite  in,  intrusion  of,  effe<'ts  of 24, 185-196 

ore  sho<jts  in 154 

zine  ore  in 160 

Ijilite,  occurrence  of 130, 310 

S<c  al*o  Extrusive  nn-k. 

Latter-Day  Saints.    See  Mormon  authorities. 

I^\iKnino.  (}..  on  economic  results  of  smelting 91-93 

La<vs  relative  to  mining,  revision  of • f<'2 

Leaching,  economic  feature's  of 91-93 

works  for,  first  in  district 9H 

Lead,  content  of,  in  argentiferoiLs  lead  oren 78 

content  of,  in  fissure  ore 112 

extraction  of 2:^3 

minerals  containing,  descriptions  of 111-113 

occurrence  of 200, 277, 278. 280 

production  of,  in  Salt  Lake  County.  1900-l*Xi 385 

values  of 121 

Lead-carbonate  ore,  analyses  of 252 

mining  of 85 

shipments  of 84 

zone  of.  passing  of 84 

Lead  mine,  alteration  at 22('> 

limestone  of,  mines  in,  list  of :.      315 

location  of 84 

ore  Ixxliea  in,  exploration  of 316 

location  and  extent  of 317. 318 

pumping  methods  in i 89 

zone  of,  mines  in 316 

Le»id  Mine  (station),  andcsite  tuffs  near,  plate  show- 
ing         48 

gravel  depositJi  near 47 

Lead  mining,  epoch  of 84 

progress  In 85 

Lead  ore,  analysis  of 252 

classes  of 111.  113, '281 

genesis  of,  summary  showing 229 

lodes,  persistent,  of 132 

minerals  associated  with,  plate  showing 158 

occurrence  of 77, 78 

section  of,  figure  showing 237 

values  of,  index  of 135 

See  aho  Lead-carbonate  ore,  Lead -sulphide  ore. 

Lead-silver  ore,  exploitation  of 84, 85, 380, 382 

features  of 200, 225-226 

genesis  of 172-183 

plates  showing 158, 160 

shoots  of,  structure  of 155-157,182,214 

values  of,  highest,  loci  of 135 

See  al»o  Ores. 

Lead  stope.  Old  Telegraph  mine,  methods  used  in 87-«8 

Lead-sulphide  ore,  exploitation  of 233 

oi>erations  in 96 

tSee  aim  Ores. 

Leadville,  Colo.,  galena  ore  at 224 

Ledges,  general  character  of 32 

Legg,  Charles,  acknowledgements  to 815  (note) 

on  Brooklyn  mine 820  (note),  821  (note) 

on  depth  of  oxidation 215 

Lenox  limestone,  equivalents  of 88 

fossils  collected  from 389 

features  and  age  of 87-38 

name  of,  derivation  of 37 

Lenox  tunnel,  description  of 324 
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Pa^e 

Lenses  of  ore.    See  Ore  bodies  and  Ore  shoots. 

Levant  mine,  gold  ore  alteration  at 

Lewi.«iton  Canyon,  stnictural  features  of 20 

Lewiston  Peak,  stratigraphy  of 21 

Liberal  mine,  description  of 298 

recent  operations  in 382 

Limestone,  affinity  of  ore-bearing  solutions  for 128 

alteration  of 0*-70, 133 

alteration  processes  in 228-229 

alteration  products  of 69 

bifurcating  fissures  in.  figure  showing 200 

brec<'iated  chert  in.  plate  showing 40 

chemical  analyses  of 189, 191 

chert  ledges  in,  view  of 42 

chert  nodules  in,  plate  showing 40 

contact  of.  with  quartzite.  [»late  showing 128 

copper  ore  in 135, 1.51-152 

continuity  of 378-376 

genesis  of 183-210 

copper-sulphide  ore  in l'vi-155, 1 84 

dikes  and  sills  in 132-133 

exploration  in.  notes  on 3t»5-366, 385 

fresh  and  nietamorphose«l.  photomicrographs  of.  184, 188 

faults  in 140-144 

formal  characteristij-s  of 38!^-389 

fossils  found  in 124, 387-393 

ganiet.  pyrite.  and  chalc^ipyrite   in.  plate  show- 
ing        190 

infiuence  of,  on  ore  deposition 180, 181 

intriLsives  in.  relation  of.  to  ore  dep<wition 132, 

133,13.5.2.11-210 

ledges  of.  in  Butterfield  Canyon,  view  of 38 

marmorization  of,  chemical  features  of 189 

metamorphism  of 67, 183. 183-192 

relation  of  intriisi ves  to 185 

plate  showing  specimen  exhibiting 188 

metamorphosed  an<l  fresh,  photomicrographs  of.  184, 188 

mineralized  fissure  in.  figure  showing 128 

molecular  replacement  in,  evidence  of 199 

non persistence  of 28-24 

occurrence  of,  in  Bingham  quarizite 84,37-45 

ore-l>earing,  age  of 124 

character  and  correlati<»u  of 76, 124-126 

stratigraphic  place  of 76 

thickness  of 76 

ore  bodies  in 127-128. 150-152, 184 

adjacent  to  intrusive  nx'ks 182-186 

plate  showing  tianded  stnicture  of 1 94 

ore  body  in,  figure  .showing  .section  of 287 

pyrite  grains  and  reaction  rims  in,  plate  showing.        40 

recrystallization  of 67 

replacement  of,  by  ore,  features  of 194-199 

by  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite,  plates  .showing. .  196-198 

by  copper  ore,  plates  showing 192. 194, 196 

replacement  ore  in,  banded  structure  of,  figure 

showing 201 

.siliceous  type  of,  occurrence  of 184 

Biliciflcation  of 67-69. 184 

specimen  of,  from  Highland  Boy  mine,  i»late  show- 
ing          60 

from  Petro  incline,  plate  showing 60 

superficial  alteration  in,  types  of 215-216 

weathering  of 31 

See  aim  Butterfield,  Commercial,  Jordan,  and  other 
limestones. 

I^imonite.  occurrence  of 1 17, 214, 228, 227, 228, 239, 268 

Lindgren,  Waldemar,  acknowledgments  to 73 
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Lindgren,  Waldcmar,  on  alteration,  superflcial 218 

on  gangue  minerals 202 

on  metasomatic  processes 171, 194 

on  ore  deposits,  genesis  of 164 

on  ore  minerals 202 

on  pyrrhotite,  transformation  of,  to  pyrite 105 

on  tellurides,  occurrence  of 209 

on  use  of  term  "contact  deposit" 202 

Lion's  Don  ore  body,  Old  Jordan  mine,  ore  from, 

assays  of 239 

Literature  relating  to  the  district,  bibliographic  list  of.  99-102 

Little  Cottonwood  Canyon,  power  plant  in 94 

Little  Cottonwood  district,  exploitation  in 83 

Live  Pine  fissure,  workings  on 245 

Lodes,  banding  in 174 

class4«of 152,153 

continuity  of 372-373 

dip  of 147,173 

exploration  of.  clews  to 363 

extent  and  depth  of 372-373 

features  of 124,132,150-154,173,200 

sketch  showing - 156 

summary  of 183 

geographic  extent  of 14^149 

lead-silver  shoots  in 155-157 

minerals  composing,  paragenesis  of 159-160 

occurrence  of,  features  of 124, 132, 150-154, 173, 181, 200  ■ 

ore  deposition  in,  chemical  facton*  of 180-183  ' 

date  of 201  \ 

methodof 174-175  ; 

phj-sical  factors  of 179-180 

ores  in,  character  of '. 152-154, 200 

genesis  of 172-183 

structure  of 158-159 

structure  of,  types  of 155-157 

trend  of 78, 137-138, 146-147, 173 

diagram  showing 138 

Lotti,  B.,  on  genesis  of  copper  ores  of  northern  Italy. .      164 
Lower  Bingham  Creek.    See  Bingham  Canyon  (lower) 
and  Bingham  Creek. 

Luckite,  chemical  analysis  of 117 

discovery  of  (original ) 328 

occurrence  of 103 

Lucky  Boy  mine,  rare  minerals  found  in 103 

Lucky  Boy  tunnel,  description  of 328 

m:. 

McGuire  &  Co.,  placer  claim  of 360 

Machinery  used  in  mining,  character  of 88 

McVichie,  Duncan,  acknowledgments  to 74 

Magmatic  stoping,  process  of 53-54 

Magnetite,  occurrence  of •. 1 17, 205 

Malachite,  character  of 109-110 

occurrence  of 109-110,218,223,226 

Mallardite,  occurrence  and  character  of 103,117-118,328 

Maps  of  the  district 76,  In  pocket 

Marble,  occurrence  of 184 

ore-bearing  seams  in,  figure  showing 200 

production  of,  from  limestone 67, 132, 186-192, 202 

See  alto  Marmorization. 

Marcasite,  occurrence  of 268 

Markham  Gulch,  claims  in,  eafly  location  of 82 

geology  of 289 

mines  in,  descriptions  of 290-298 

list  of 289 

regional  fracturing  in 186 


Pago. 
Marmorization,  chemical  analyses  showing  changes 

incident  to 189,191 

limestone  exhibiting,  plate  showing 188 

See  also  Marble. 

Mary  Emma  tunnel,  description  of 293 

Mary  mine,  location  and  general  features  of 272 

Massicot,  development  of,  plate  showing 220 

occurrence  of 1 12, 226 

May  &  Merrill,  placer  prospect  of 380 

Mayberry,  A.P.,  acknowledgments  to 315  (note) 

on  Brooklyn  mine 320  (note), 321  (note) 

on  oxidation,  depth  of 215 

placer  mining  by 358 

Mayberry  rim,  correlation  of 359 

description  of 358 

values  in,  averages  of 337 

workings  in 331, 334, 337 

May  Queen  incline,  location  of 288 

Melaconite.  occurrence  of 222 

Melanterite,  occurrence  of 213-214 

Mendenhall,  \V.  C,  on  placer  gold,  sources  of 342 

Mercur  district,  country  rock  in,  age  of 160 

fissures  in,  relation  of,  to  fi.ssures  in  Bingham  dis- 
trict       146 

fissures  in,  trend  of 146 

mining  methods  ui*ed  in 88 

ore  deposition  in,  sequence  of 25 

stratigraphy  in 21 .  1*25 

Metallic  .sulphides,  development  of 177 

Metallic  values,  highest,  occurrence  of 135 

Metalliferous  mineraUs,  deposits  of,  forms  and  sizes  of.  G9-70 

Metals  of  ore  deposits,  enumeration  of 69 

production  of,  in  district,  1870-1900,  table  showing.        97 
in  Salt  I^ke  County,  1900-1903,  table  show- 
ing       385 

Metamorphism,  contact,  causes  of 185 

contact,  character  of 138, 185, 192, 206 

effects  of,  on  limestone 66-70 

on  monzonite 6^-65 

on  ore  deposition 199-210 

on  quartzite 65-66 

minerals  associated  with 202, 205-206 

processes  of,  sequence  of 229 

stages  of 1 85-192 

analyses  showing 189, 191 

map  showing 186 

features  of 176-178,180 

influence  of,  in  ore  deposition 199-210 

regional,  causes  of 185 

types  of 62-63 

.S^  aim  Alteration  ami  Weathering. 

Metasomatic  processes,  effects  of 171, 172, 179, 180, 194-199 

Michigan  iron  mines,  methods  used  in 88 

Microscopic  sections,  examination  of 194-199 

Midas  Creek,  geology  of 809 

mine  workings  in,  description  of 309-310 

Middle  Bingham  Creek.    See  Bingham  Canyon  (mid- 
dle) and  Bingham  Creek. 

Midland  mine,  description  of 308-309 

ore  in,  character  and  value  of 308-909 

Midland  tunnel,  waters  in,  limonite  deposits  from  ...      214 

Mills,  concentration,  operation  of ^-96 

Mineral-bearing  solutions.    See  Aqueous  solutions. 

Mineral  resources  of  Utah,  development  of 79 

Mineral  zones  in  ore  bodies,  occurrence  and  genesis  of.     212 
Mineralization,  areas  of,  features  of 184 
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Minorali/Ation,  fMr;<Kls  of 21f  ^-21 1 

pnxrpssc^  (»f ^ fVJ-70 

summary  history  of Ji*) 

zont^  of, '>ootin*»nor  and  ift'n***!H*if.  in  ..•r»Oi<Mlifj4..      ji-^ 
»/'  aho  On?«j, 

Miru.TrtlJzcMl  fissuros.  ir»'nrl  nf l:;T-I.>t 

Mineraliz<-d  'W>liiti«in?«.  rt.'»ren«lin«'  mov»»m»'iit  nf.  riifiir*? 

sh<»winK 'Jno 

Stf  (Olio  AqiiooiH  •ioIiitir»ns, 

Miriernls.  fharart^'r  of.  in  ore" 104- rj) 

conta^-t-mi'tamorphio.  li>t  «»f JO* 

fh'jKmition  of.  r.rd^-r  of inl 

Kan^ne,  list  of jin 

I>ftraK<'H««*i!»  of.  in  hA*-^ l.')d-Itii) 

ran.',  o<cnrr*-rjo«."  of li«.  liC.  111.1  l:l.  117. 1 IM 

Min«'  workincrs.  horizontal  and  vortical  ranffn  •>f :<T"J-;J7."» 

Miiu'r's  I)n*am  tnnnol.  trxtent  of Slo 

Min*-5!.  flii**iflcation  of    are<»(frRphir  • iii> 

d«'talh'<l  d«<friptionsof 2:u»-XJ0 

Ifold  or**  valu<*s  in.  tahU*  !>howintf Vi* 

1 1  (ration  of,  map  Hhowintr  (with  index. In  jwx'ket. 

prorluotiv**  In  1900,  list  of 9rt 

waters  In.  asrency  <A,  in  ore  alteratitm 2l:W-214 

Mining,  early  ol>f*taelej»to 79 

expenses  of.  reduction  of ^ 

jceneral  hi«>tory  of 7!) 

growth  of SI .  37^;l>C. 

processes  of jyV-^d 

Mining  claims,  early  lo<.^tions  f»f ^l.^'l 

Mining  laws,  revisions  of 8*2 

Mining  machinery,  character  i»f w 

character  of.  in  placer  mine** Stl. 332. 3:ir),  336 

f»ower  uwd  for »<8-»K* 

Mining  Review,  on  United  .^tateM  smelter,  eqnipment 

of 380 

Minnie  mine,  location  and  general  features  of 272 

Mohawk  tnnnel,  gitiiation  of 307 

Moistnre.  agency  of.  In  ore  al  teration 212-213 

Seeaho  Aqueous  sol  tit  ions. 

M<riecular  replacement,  features  of 194-199 

Molybdenite,  occurrence  of 118 

Montezuma  mine,  deep  mining  at 87 

fianires  in,  features  of 126. 139, 148. 152-li\3 

geolofiric  structure  in 290-291 

methods  used  in 88-^119 

mineralization  periods  in 210 

orein,  character  and  value  of 290-291 

shale  walls  In 129. 181 

situation  and  development  of 290 

waters  of,  sulphnreted  hydro^n  in 214 

Monzonite,  analyses  of 177-170 

alteration  of 63-^.  176-179 

areas  of 76 

chalcopyrite  dereloplng  In,  plate  showing 170 

dike  of,  quartzite  horse  In,  plate  showing 134 

economic  importanceof 180 

economically  Important  masses  of, list  of 130 

future  exploitation  of,  field  for 383,88.S 

gold  content  of 842 

Inclusions  of  other  rocks  in f& 

i  n  trusion  of,  date  of 229 

effects  of 24 

lithologic  features  of 50^54,129-180,132 

metamorphism  of.natureof 179 

mineralization  of,  factors  influencing 63-64 

ore-bearing,  surface  indications  of 862 

petrofraphy  of 129-130 


Mimzonite.   porphyritic    type  of     rine  and   coame-. 

plates  showing 44.  4ti.  166 

pi»n>hyntir  t>-pe  >»(.  minerals  in ol-^Vi 

pyrtlc  <it^p^»its  in.^ne!*is  of 1<»7-17!2 

sil:  ci^ntart  -u'.  n-iih  'jiianzite.  Old  Jordan  mine. 

plate  showing 134 

<**'  'iffUi  Tountry  n>«'k  nmi  Ignei>u«  rock. 

M»»nzonii»>-jM-»rphyr}-.  analytical  'ietermi nation  of ?30 

Morenci.  Ariz.,  native*  cftpp^tr  at 223-224 

<4up«*rri4MaI  altfratiini  at 21?i*,223 

Mi^rmon  authoriti*^  «>nrly  opptwitioo  of.  t(»  mining  de- 

v.rIopmen  t 79.  S2,  KJ.  :132 

mining  ..'nci turageil  by >SJ 

Morning  St-ir  mine.  Ci»a>4olidatlon  t)£ 3s3 

Morris.  I.Miditre.  on  plater  exploitation 332  (.noce« 

Ml .ther  !•  nie.  ralif»»mia,  featnn?!*  of 1 19-1 50 

Mound  >pringN,  water  fnmi.u^ie  of 3>*3 

MiMintain  ^Vm  runnels.  location  and  general  feature** 

of 2T» 

Muddy  Fork,  faulting  along 142 

get  ili^ic  structure  in 27*5 

mines  in.  descriptions  of 27^283 

ore  alteratiiin  in 214 

Murphy.  J.  EL.  on  mining  laws  of  the  district,  revision 

of S2 

Muri>hy.  J.  R..on  r!r!«t  mining  district.  f4>rmacion  of si 

on  placer  exploration 332  ^note) 

on  T'tah  •tmelter.  expenses  at 89 

Murray,  rtah.  railway  connections  with 76 

smel  t  ing  operations  at 3K3-384 

:n'. 

Nast  mine,  argentiferous  lead  ore  in.  plate  showing  . . .      160 

developmen t*  in 279-281 ,  283 

fissures  in.  dates  of 138 

location  of 279 

lodes  in,  features  of 156 

mineralsin 176 

mineralization  in 281 

ores  In 214.390 

veins  in.  character  of 279-280 

relation  of 280 

Native  copper.    Sf€  Copper. 
Native  silver.    .S«  Silver. 

Navajo  tunneLs.  description  of 296 

Neptune  mine,  alteration  in 218,223 

development  of 242 

fissure  in,  transverse  section  of,  figure  showing . . .      287 

geology  of 242 

location  of 242 

mineralization  in 210 

ore  deposits  in 128,175,200.242-243 

shipments  from M,96 

walls  of 243 

New  Haven  Copper  and  Gold  Company,  operations  of.      383 

New  Mammoth  mine,  description  of 319 

orein,  character  and  value  of 319 

Newhoose^E  Weir,  mining  operations  of 266 

Nez  Perc^  Chief  claim,  location  of 96 

operation  of 248 

Niagara  mill,  cyan iding  operations  at 91 

Niagara  mine,  description  of 88,240,380 

ore  bodies  in 134,241 

productionof 234 

rocks  in ui 

situation  of 240 

waters  of,  mineral  content  of 214 
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Ore  shootn,  section?  of,  diHgram  showing 151 

Btroctnre  of l.M-159, 192-lW 

types  of 173 

Ores,  alteration  (superficial)  of 211-229 

bandM  stnicture  in,  figure  showing 201 

bedded  structure  in,  figure  showing 201 

occurrence  of 1.tO-152,  160-161, 193 

plate  showing liM 

chAracterof 103-122 

deposition  of,  character  of 135, 174-176, 183-210 

chemical  factors  in 127-129,  l«0-ls3 

date  of 211 

features  of,  Jn  limestone 183-210 

induction  of,  by  cah'areous  walls 180 

influence  of  wall  rock  on 180-181 

mcKiesof 175,182-18:} 

evidence  of 199 

order  of 159. 160. 161 ,  201 

periods  of '25. 193. 210-211 

physical  factors  involved  in 179-180 

processes  of 62-70 

relation  of,  to  fissures 199-210 

to  intrusives 25,  '201-210 

secondary  nature  of 131 

transporting  agent  in 176-183 

i>fe  nlM  Mineralization. 

dissemination  of,  in  igneoiLs  rocks 154, 

160, 161, 163-lM,  167-172 

genesis  of,  in  igneous  ro<^k 162-172 

in  limestone 183-210 

in  lodes 173-183 

summary  of 183, 229 

grades  of 104 

low  grades  of.  profitable  handling  of 96 

mineralogy  of 108-120 

minerals  of.  enumeration  and  description  of 103-122 

paragenesis  of 159, 160, 161 

reduction  of 89-96 

replacement,  banded  structure  of,  figure  showing.     201 

character  of 182, 186-192, 19»-1W.  200 

date  of 201 

formation  of,  in  limestone,  plates  showing 192 

1»I,196,I96 

secondary  enrichment  of ,  212, 217-223, 228-229 

separation  of,  methods  of 95,228,876 

shipments  of 83,98 

during  1900 96-96,233-2»4 

facilities  for 76,83 

from  Old  Jordan  mine 233,234 

siliceous,  treatment  of 94 

surface  exhaustion  of 87 

values  of 121^122 

index  of 135 

See  alto  Copper  ore.  Lead  ore,  and  Silver-lesd  ore. 

Orphan  Boy  mine,  location  of 84 

Orphan  Boy  tunnel.    See  Old  Jordan  mine. 

Orpiment.  reported  occurreface  of 118 

Output  of  the  district,  tabular  statement  of 97 

Oxidation,  zone  of,  depth  of 212,216-217 

Oxidized  gold  ores,  reported  values  of,  table  showing. .      122 

'  See  aUio  Gold,  ores  of. 
Oxidized  ore  bodies,  sections  of,  diagram  showing. ...      151 

Paleontology,  features  of,  in  Bingham  district 887-888 

Palmer,  O.  A.,  on  Lark  vein  ore  shoot,  extent  of —  817-818 
Paradox  mine,  description  of 822 
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Paragenesis  of  minerals  features  of. .  159-160. 161, 167, 210, 223 

Park  City  mining  district,  country  rwrk  in,  age  of 160 

formations  in,  e«iuivalents  of.  in  Bingham  district.       126 

stratigraphic  suc<"es*«ion  in 125 

zinc  plant  in.  operations  of 376 

Pamell  mine,  development  nf ^71 

geoli.igic  structure  in 271-2T2 

ore  in.  value  of 272 

Pay  shoots,    .iee  Ore  sho«^ts. 

Pealxxly  tunnel,  i^tewart  mine,  dt^-ription  of 2M 

Stewart  mine,  operations  at 281. 282, 284 

Peacock  ore,  structure  of isg 

Srr  oImj  Bomite. 

Pello  tunnel,  structural  features  in 238 

Pencils  of  ore.    Srf  Ore  shoots. 

Penrose',   R.   .\.   F..  jr.,  on  superficial  alteration  of 

ores 217,312 

on  tellurides,  fK*eurrence  of 209 

Petro  limestone,  faults  in 142-143 

faunal  characteristics  of 388 

metamiirphiiim  in 184-192 

Petro  mine,  country  nx'k  in 273 

fissures  in,  age  of 139 

geologic  hiattor\*  of 287 

limestone  firom,  plate  showing 60 

location  and  development  of ' 2>« 

minonUization  periods  in 1 210 

ores  in / 287 

structure  in 286-287 

Phoenix  limestone,  character  of 44-45 

fossils  in 388 

metamorphism  in 184-192 

Phoenix  mine,  alteration  in 215 

description  of 274. 283 

fisanresi  in.  age  of 139 

trend  of 147 

operations  at 281,2K2,283 

ore  in,  character  and  value  of 274 

Physiographic  features,  agency  of,  in  ore  alteration  ..      213 

Pine  Canyon,  giology  of 329-330 

gravel  deposits  in 48 

Pisani,  F.,  mineral  analysis  by m 

Pisanlte.  analyses  of ill 

character  of in 

occurrcDoeof 103,111,214 

stalactite  of.  Old  Jordan  mine,  plate  showing 110 

Placer  mines,  altitudes  of 344 

correlation  of 347-348 

descriptions  of 331-360 

discovery  of 332 

gold  from.    See  Gold. 

list  of 349 

pay  in,  occurrence  of 333 

values  in 337,351 

Placer  mining,  dry-washing  process  in 355 

equipment  for 331.332.335,336 

geologic  and  topographic  features  of 338-349 

history  and  development  of 832-338 

production  of  gold  by 78,83,331 

status  of 332 

water  supply  for 33f>-SS6 

Pneumatolysis,  hypothesis  of  ore  deposition  involv- 
ing       183 

Forphyritie  stmeture,  types  of 367 

Porphyry,  alkalies  in,  analysis  of 130  (note) 

alteration  processes  in 228-229 

andesitic  type  of,  featoresof 56 
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Porphyry,  character  of 55, 129-130 

copper  ores  in,  genesis  of 163-172 

definition  of 129.367 

occurrence  of 127,129,130 

relation  of  placer  gold  to 342 

specimen   of  weathered,  from  Telegraph   mine, 

plate  showing 46 

Pofepn^,  Franz,  on  oxidation,  theoretical  limit  of 217 

Post-mineral  movement,  features  of 139. 159 

Power,  sources  and  use  of,  for  mining  operations . .  88-«9. 94 

Pratt,  J.  H.,  on  genesis  of  corundum 164 

Precipitation,  agency  of,  in  ore  alteration 212-213 

Pressure,  influence  of,  in  ore  deposition 179 

Probert,  F.  H.,  on  nature  of  glistening  grains  in  pyrite.      100 

Proctor  level,  Old  Telegraph  mine,  features  of 250, 251 

Production  of  district,  statistics  showing 96-99, 385 

Production  of  metals,  rank  of  Utah  in,  table  showing.       80 

Productive  area,  extentof 385 

Prospecting,  methods  of 261-363 

Publications  consulted,  alphabetic  list  of 99-102 

Pumping,  methods  of 88-89 

Pyrargyrite,  occurrence  of 113, 303 

Pyrite,  alteration  of,  to  limonite 1?2. 227 

analysis  of,  reference  to 103 

banded  structure  in 193 

calcitein 214 

character  of 103,104-105,376 

content  of,  in  Highland  Boy  ores 268 

crystals  of,  plates  showing 86, 220 

cupriferous,  plate  showing 220 

development  of,  in  calcite 199 

in  monzonite 177 

plate  showing 166 

genes«i8of 167,171-172,176,179 

gold  associated  with 226 

grains  and  reaction  rims  of,  in  limestone,  plate 

showing 40 

minerals  associated  with,  plates  showing 204, 208 

occurrence  of,  in  Bingham  laccolith 167-168 

in  Broad  Gauge  mine 308 

iii  Congor  mine 814 

ill  copper  ore 157,194,199,218,222 

in  copper-iron  ore 283 

in  Eriemine 296 

in  Frisco  mine 269 

in  marble 1 ^..  133,176 

in   metamorphosed   limestone,   plates  show- 
ing  190,196 

in  monzonite 134,163,164,177,278 

in  Na.«(tmine 280 

in  porphyry 130-181,156.168.167 

in  quartzite 285 

in  sflicified  limestone 198 

in  U-and-I  mine 289 

in  Winamuck  mine 302-303 

oxidization  of,  stagesof 228 

paragenesis  of 160,161,167,210.223 

separation  of,  method  of .'W 

silver  associated  with 113 

specific  gravity  of 376 

stmctoreof 157-158,159,161,227 

Bolphnr  content  of 104 

Pyritoos  copper  ore.    See  Copper  ore. 

Pjrrhotite,  character  and  development  of 105, 179 

occnnenceof 130,157,167 
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Quartz,  cavernous  structure  in,  plate  showing 194 

chalcopyrite  in,  photomicrt^fraph  showing 170 

forms  of 118,159,160,161,280 

granular,  occurrence  of 190 

replacement  of  calcite  by 199 

Quartzite,  age  of 21-22 

alterations  of 65-66 

banding  in 33-^^ 

l>edding  planes  of 3"> 

cliffs  of.  occurrence  of 36 

view  showing 36 

colorsof 33-*t 

conglomerate  containing,  plate  showing 56 

contact  of.  with  limestone,  plates  showing 128, 

226,262.266 

with  monzonite,  plate  showing 134 

exposures  of,  topography  of 36-37 

ferruginous,  brecciated  outcrop  of.  view  showing. .       52 

fracture  zones  in 126 

features  of 33-37 

limestones  in W,  37-45 

metamorphLsm  of 35-36, 175, 176 

ores  in.  occurrence  of .  127-128 

outcrops  of.  features  of 36-37 

solution  of,  by  underground  waters 36 

specimen  of.  plate  showing 56 

stratification  of 35 

texture  of M-35 

thickness  of 23, 35 

topography  of  exposures  of 36-37 

weathering  of 36-37 

Queen  lode,  description  of 326-327 

extentof 145 

location  of 84 

ore  in,  character  and  value  of 147-148, 

159.176,214,326-327 

Queen  tunnel,  location  of 325 

mill  at,  erection  of 95 

Qninn  tunnel.  Wall  group  of  mines,  charBcteristics  of.      26S 

Railways,  routes  of 76,  >=»3, 98 

See  also  Tramways. 

Ranaome,  F.  L.,  on  brecciated  structure 159 

Rawsmelting,  processof 94 

Ra3rmond,  R.  W.,  on  ore  deposits,  genesis  of 164 

on  ore  valnes 308 

on  smelting  costs  at  Utah  mine 89 

on  smelting  costs  at  Winamuck  smelter 90 

on  wall  POck  of  Winamuck  vein 801 

Reaction  rims  and  pjrrite  grains  in  limestone,  plate 

showing 40 

Realgar,  reported  occurrenceof 118 

Recent  deposits,  areas  of 45-50 

Reduction,  processes  of 89-96 

Red  Wing  Extension  mine,  description  of 298-299 

mineralized  zone  in,  section  of 298 

ores  in,  value  of 299 

shale  from,  plate  showing 198 

Red  Wing  group  of  mines,  consolidation  of 383 

description  of 296-298 

Red  Wing  mine,  description  of 296-297 

ore  in,  charactek'  and  associations  of 129, 181, 296-297 

Relief,  topographic,  agency  of,  in  ore  alteration 213 
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Remnant, ,  placer  claim  of 360 

Replacement  of  country  rock  by  ore,  evidences  of..  193-199 

Sre  also  Metiimorphism  and  Metasomatinm. 
Replacement  ore,  banded  stnictiircof.  figure  showing.      201 

character  of 1S2.  lSO-192, 193-194, 200 

date  of 201 

formation  of,  in  limestone,  plates  'showinj? 192, 

194,19fi,19H 

See  aho  Ores. 

Reverberatory  furnace,  use  of 90 

Revere  mine,  description  of 321 

ore  in.  value  of 321 

Rhodochrosite.  tK'currence  of 120,  IfiO,  161, 174, 176 

Richardson.  G.  B.,  on  placer  k(»1<1,  sources  of 342 

Rim  jrravels,  definition  and  distribution  of 331, 340 

deposition  of 346 

workings  in 356-358 

i<ee  al^o  Gravels  and  Placer  mine'*. 
Rio  Grande  Western  Railway,  ccmnection  with 76 

elevations  determined  by 123 

Robbie  fissure,  faults  in 141, 2:^6-'2:« 

Rocks,  igneous.    Str  Igneous  rock. 

sedimentary.    See  Sedimentary  rocks. 

Rock,  solubility  of 31 

Rock  weathering,  features  of 31 

Rogers's  concentration  mill,  location  and  equipment  of       95 

mines  near 262,263 

Roll  fault,  Old  Jordan  mine,  phite  showing 128 

"Rolls,"  origin  of 57 

Roman  Empire  tunnel.  Old  Telegraph  mine,  features 

of 250-252 

Rosa  tunnel,  description  of 291 

waters  in,  limonite  deposits  from 214 

Rossland,  British  Columbia,  ore  deposits  at,  genesis  of.      164 

Rough-and- Ready  mine,  location  of 84, 253 

Run-off  lines  of  the  district,  direction  of 30 

Rush  Valley  mining  district,  formation  of 81 

SL  James  mine,  description  of 328-329 

ore  of 829 

quartzite  outcrop  near,  view  of 52 

St.  Joe  mine,  description  of 322>323 

ore  in,  value  of 823 

recent  development  work  in 888 

St.  Louis  placer,  correlation  of 847 

d escription  of 355 

Saints'  Rest  Gulch,  geology  of 828 

mine  workings  in 324 

Salt  Lake  City,  railway  connections  with 76, 83 

Salt  Lake  County,  metal  production  in  1900-1903 885 

Salt  Lake  Mining  Review  on  United  States  smelter, 

equipment  of 880 

Sandii  and  gravels,  recent  deposits  of 45-50 

Sandy,  Utah,  smelter  at,  equipment  of 265 

Sap  Gulch,  quartzite  foot  wall  in,  plate  showing 264 

Schaller,  W.  T.,  analysis  of  pisanite  made  by,  reference 

to 108  (note) 

Schenk  placer,  description  of 855 

Secondary  enrichment,  features  of..  212, 217, 218-223, 22»-229 

Sedalia  tunnel,  situation  of 807 

Sedimentary  rocks,  contact  metamorphism  of 201-210 

correlation  of 124-126 

descriptions  of 83-60 

ores  in,  occurrence  of 128-129 

Selenite,  occurrence  of 808 

Separation  of  ores,  methods  of 95,228,876 
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Sericite,  occurrence  of 120 

Shafts  and  drifts,  use  of.  in  exploration 86-87 

Shale,  chemical  analyses  of 182 

com|>osition  of,  anal yses  showing 182 

future  exploitation  in,  fields  for 385 

i n fluence  of.  on  ore  deposition 180 

mines  in 181 

replacement  of,  by  chalcopyrite  and  pyrite,  plate 

showing 198 

stratigraphic  place  of 76 

ShHwmut  Mining  Comp»any,  mill  of,  equipment  and 

operations  of 9f>-96 

mill  of,  cret'tion  of 98 

Shipments  of  ore,  amounts  of 96-98, 233, 281 

first,  date  of 83 

Shot»ts.    Sf.x  Ore  .»«hoots  and  Ore  deposits. 

Siderite,  oi'currence  of 118 

Sllicwms  limestone,  occurrence  of 184 

Siliceous  ores,  treatment  of 94 

Siliceous  rocks,  ores  in,  occurrence  of 127 

Silicification.  methods  and  result**  of 67-69, 202 

Sill,  definition  of  term 366,368-369 

Sills,  features  of 132 

ore  bodies  near 188 

surface  indications  of 368-369 

Silver,  coinage  of,  effect  of  restriction  of 85 

horn,  occurrenceof 226 

minerals  containing 113 

native,  occurrence  of 113 

occurrenceof  (typical),  in  lodes 200 

ores  of,  genesis  of 172-183 

genesis  of,summary  showing 229 

leaching  process  employed  on 91-98 

lodesof,  persistent 132 

occurrence  of 77, 78, 802 

values  of 78,121 

index  of 135 

See  also  Silver-lead  ore. 
production  of,  in  Salt  Lake  County  1900-1908,  table 

showing 386 

separation  of,  method  of 876 

telluride  of.    See  Tellurides. 

Silver  Bell  mine,  description  of 809 

Silver  bullion,  fineness  of 91 

Silver  Gauntlet  tunnel,  extent  ot 816 

Silver  Hill  claim,  location  of 82 

ore  of..* 297-298 

Silver-lead  ore.  alteration  of 225-226 

development  of,  actual  and  possible 380, 882, 885 

genesis  of 172-188 

summary  of 229 

metallic  contentof 78 

mining  of 86 

occurrenceof 77,78,200,802 

seams  of,  plates  showing 168,160 

separation  of ,  method  of 376 

shoots  of,  structure  of 165-157,182 

Talnes  of,  loci  of 78,121,135 

Silver  qnartz,  leaching  process  employed  on 91-93 

Silver  Shield  fissure,  extent  of 145 

ores  in,  occurrence  of 126 

Silver  Shield  mine,  country  rock  in 246-247 

deep  mining  at 87 

development  of 246,882-383 

geologic  structure  in 24^247 

BltixatioQof 246 

lode  of,  banded  ore  in 159 
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Silver  Shield  mine,  lode  of.  character  of     132. 152-154 

lode  of.  frozen  contact  in 175 

galena  in 160 

minerals  In 176 

ore  body  in.  character  of 1 48, 200 

pay  streak  in,  structure  of 155-156 

figures  showing 156 

plate  showing 158 

methods  used  in 8a-«9 

monzonite  from  near,  plate  showing 46 

ore  iKMlies  in 214, 247 

pumping  in 89 

Silver  Shield  Mining  Company,  operations  of 95 

Slag  losses,  statement  of 1 .  89, 90. 94 

Sluicing,  placer  development  by 331, 332, 335, 350. 353 

Smelters,  ventilation  in,  system  of 94 

Smelting,  economic  results  of 89-90 

Smith,  G.  O.,  and  Tower,  G.  W.,  on  Assures  of  Tintic 

mining  district 146 

on  fissuring  in  Great  Basin,  dates  of 140. 343 

on  Tintic  and  Mercur  districts,  age  of  ore-l>earing 

rocks  in 125 

SocK^todes  Mines  d' Argent  et  Fonderies  de  Bingham, 

operations  of 248 

Solutions.    Sec  Aqueous  solutions. 

Sorenson,  S.  $.,  on  Highland  Boy  smelter 380 

Spanish  mine,  developments  at 84 

gold  ore  alteration  In 226-227 

location  of 84,98 

Specularite,  character  of 205 

occurrenceof 116-117,133,176,205,268 

replacement  of  calcite  by 205 

plates  showing 208 

Sphalerite,  calcite  In 208,214 

character  of 11^116,376 

minerals  associated  with,  plate  showing 208 

occurrence  of 115-116, 133, 

156-161, 174, 20&-206. 214, 260. 270,  '278, 295, 303 

separation  of,  from  associated  minerals 376-377 

zinc  content  of 116, 376 

Spurr.  J.  £..  on  fissures  of  Mercur  mining  district 146 

on  Mercur  mining  district 21 

on  Weber  quartdte,  equivalents  of,  in  Bingham 

district 125 

Stamp  mills,  bullion  produced  by 91 

erection  of 84-85 

Star  mine,  description  of 271,32^-330 

Steamboat  mine,  gold  ore  In,  alteration  of 215, 226-227 

Stewart  mine,  description  of 283 

gold  ore  in 215,227 

operations  at 86,281,282,28^-285,381 

stomp  mill  at,  equipment  and  production  of 90-91 

Stewart  No.  2  mine,  gold  ore  in 227 

operations  at 86,281,282 

Stokes,  H.  N.,  acknowledgments  to 74 

chemical  equation  determined  by 224-225 

chemical  examination  of  pyrite  by 1 04 

Stope  sections,  features  of 154 

Stopiug,  magmatic,  process  of 53-54 

Story  mine,  location  of 241 

ore  deposits  in 175,241-242 

value  of 242 

workings  of 241 

Stratigraphy  of  the  district,  general  features  of 21-24, 33 

Stream  grades,  character  of 31 

Structure  of  region,  character  of 22, 56-62 

Structure  sections,  plate  showing In  pocket. 
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Sudbury,  Canada,  ore  deposits  at,  genesis  of 164 

Sulphantimonite,  occurrence  of 209 

Sulphates,  occurrence  of 214, 225-226 

Sulphide  copper  ore.    See  Copper-.'<ulphide  ore. 

Sulphide  enrichment  in  ore  lx>dies.  zone  of 212 

Sulphide  ores,  alteration  of,  superficial,  plate  .«*howing.      220 

black,  composition  of 222 

(K'currence  of 222-225 

character  of 214,222 

deposits  of,  diagrammatic  sections  of 151 

reduction  processes  employed  on 90 

value  of 78 

Sulphuret  ore,  smelting  process  employed  on 90 

Sulphureted  hydrogen,  occurrence  of,  in  mine  waters.      214 

Sulphuric  acid,  occurrence  of 228 

Superficial  alteration.    See  Alteration,  superficial. 

Susquehanna  No.  2  tunnel,  description  of 288 

Sweden  tunnels,  description  of 291 

X. 

Tatem,  B.  H.,  on  production,  statistics  of 385 

Telegraph  mine,  copper  ore  from,  plate  showing 194 

development  in 880 

ganguc  material  in,  analyses  of 192 

gravel  deposits  near 47, 49 

intrusi ves  in 134 

metamorphism  in 189- 

192, 216-217, 218, 226-227 

metasomatic  processes  in 194 

monzonite  from,  analysis  of 178 

photomicrographs  of 166 

operationsin 233 

porphyry  from  near,  plate  showing 46 

power  used  in 88 

production  of 234 

quartzite  (shattered)  near,  plate  showing 56 

sections  through,  plate  showing 262 

See  al9o  Old  Telegraph  mine. 

Telluride  Power  Company,  power  furnished  by 95 

Tellurides  of  gold  and  silver,  occurrence  of 78, 

103,115,206-209,222 

plate  showing 220 

Tellurium,  ores  containing 78, 103, 115, 206-209, 222 

Temperature,  Influence  of,  in  ore  depositfon 179, 212-213 

Tennantite,  occurrence  of 109 

Tenorite,  character  and  occurrence  of 109, 222 

plate  showing  sulphide  copper  ore  rich  in 220 

Tetrahedrite,  character  of 107 

formation  of,  on  pyrite  crystals,  plate  showing 220 

occurrence  of 103, 

107, 159, 160, 161. 174, 200, 222, 223, 302-303 

silver  content  of 113 

Tiewaukee  mine,  description  of 305-906 

ore  In,  alteration  of 217 

occurrence,  character,  and  values  of 153, 306, 364 

Tilden  limestone,  lithologic  character  of 44-45 

thickness  of 44 

Timber  In  the  district,  character  of 32 

Tintic  mining  district,  country  rock  in,  age  of 160 

fissures  in,  relations  of,  to  fissures  in  Bingham  dis- 
trict       146 

production  of,  compared  with  that  of  Bingham 

mining  district ; 80 

stratigraphy  i  A 125 

Tooele  Canyon,  sheeting  and  sillcificatlon  near 22 

structural  features  of 20, 22 

Tooele  Creek,  recent  dissection  by,  plate  showing  ....     844 
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•n  i*»iir»-«  -.f   r.r.r; 


mininif 'li-tnrT '.4* 

on  fi««iirin»r  in  *»r»^t  Hitpin.  'Littrxii :4ti  .t*:: 

on  Tinlii-  an«i  Nfj^nur  mininif  -tl-cntt).  -la-i-  .if  •■rt- 

U-Hr.nip  nK'kn  :n I::/, 

Trnmwaj^t.  Ht-rial.  >it<«  i»f Ji"..  .>•».  .>4 

Transptirtati*  »n  of  oivj»,  m*^tn)»  •  •! >4 

Sf'e  iUmj  Rjtilway^  'intt  TniniMrar». 

Transp4>rtjition.  nitt^iif m.  ♦! 

Tremolite,  o<M,'unvn<*»r  «»f JM 

Tribune  tunnel.  T»-l»Tn*ph  mint*,  monznnit*'  fn»m.  *n- 

aly«e<»i>i IT- 

monzonite  irnm.  plurtomierr^rraph -if >«% 

TschemyjK'lU'W.  Th..  on  ■Hnrnnvni'H  .rf  An*hiin**1*^.  .  >T 
Tuff,  andesitiir.  from  n««r  L«^il  Mint*,  piatt^  •htivr:nr.  i^ 
Tunnels,  uw?  nf,  in  «>xplnrmcu»n  and  •tminjurn ■*»-<■ 

Tunnels  '•(:."    •>'••.  i"  ami    •  X«>.  15.'  vv.»ii  ^7i*«i(f. 

dwHrription  i»f JR2 


U-an<l-I  mine,  deivripcion  oi .U* 

Uintah,  on?  tint  thippeil  t«> <? 
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